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Restructured District Adds Parent Position

Farewell to Honored Advocate for Students and Parents
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See OMBUDSPERSONS, page 5

Dr. Theodore T.
Alexander, Jr., Associate
Superintendent of the Los
Angeles Unified School
District, passed away on
July 31, 2004, a month

after he was diagnosed with leukemia.
Dr. Alexander served the district for 44 years. He was

in charge of the Specially Funded and Parent

Community Programs Division, which includes

Student Integration Services, Parent Community

Services Branch, Intergroup Relations, SB 1X,

Gifted/Talented, Specially Funded, Magnet Schools,

and the Ten Schools Programs. 

Parents and students have lost a true friend. Dr.

Alexander’s familiar cry was, “We are here for all chil-

dren!” When he took over supervision of the Specially

Funded and Parent/Community Programs Division in

2000, his vision was clear. He wanted all parents to be

included, informed, and involved in the education of

their children. He was a constant presence at countless

parent meetings and conferences across LAUSD, urg-

ing audiences to be accountable and to hold educators

accountable for the success of their schools. 

Dr. Alexander also served as the voice for parents’

interests to School Board members, top District offi-

cials, local, state, and national leaders. He nurtured

parent participation in the Parent Collaborative, the

District Advisory Council, and the District English

Learners Advisory Committee and listened to what

group members said. At the same time, he was an

accessible representative of LAUSD leadership for par-

ents, students, and staff. Whether at a School Board

meeting or an informal encounter at the supermarket,

parents felt comfortable sharing their opinions and

concerns with him. 

His service to student integration began in 1977.

In response to a court order requiring LAUSD schools

to desegregate, Dr. Alexander helped to calm the oppo-

nents of mandatory busing by creating a network of

magnet schools. Those specialized campuses attracted

students from across the city with thematic curriculum

such as science, math, performing arts, medical mag-

nets, etc. LAUSD’s magnet program is currently the

largest in the nation, with 65,000 students in more

than 165 schools.

Under his watch, respect for diversity grew as he

brought multi-ethnic groups into the fold of parent

activities. Dr. Alexander devoted his life to the students

and parents of LAUSD. His spirit and commitment

will continue through them.

Los Angeles Unified School District
has reconfigured its previous

eleven districts into eight. Each new
district will serve an average of
95,000 students and is led by a
local superintendent and staff.
Restructuring occurred as a
response to the budget crisis and
will save approximately $24 million
this year, reducing administrative
costs not instructional programs.

Superintendent Roy Romer said the change will

“make us leaner and more focused and will increase our

Parent Ombudspersons

District 1 Pat Reynoso 818-654-3629

District 2 Monica Carazo 818-755-5392

District 3 Cheryl Newman 310-253-7183

District 4 Linda Ariyasu 323-224-3387

District 5 Jose Franco 323-266-7300

District 6 Ana Carrasco 323-278-3994

District 7 Frances Pasillas 323-242-1417

District 8 Emma Rodriguez 310-354-3400

In this new school year, nearly 
17, 000 students will be attending

full-day kindergarten at the 173
LAUSD schools listed below. 

Parents who live in the attendance areas of
these schools can enroll their eligible children
now. As additional schools allocate space and
materials for the program, they will be added
to the roster. A four year phase-in plan is cur-
rently being developed to offer full-day kinder-
garten in all schools. National studies show
that full-days provide students with a strong
foundation in academic and social skills that
prepare them to be successful learners. For
more information, contact your local school.

Full-Day
Kindergarten Begins

A full day of learning at Cheremoya School’s
kindergarten.

Anatola Encino Napa

Beckford Fulbright Nevada

Bertrand Gledhill Pomelo

Calvert Granada San Jose

Chatsworth Haynes Shirley

Capistrano Hamlin Stagg

Castlebay Justice Tarzana

Danube Knollwood Topeka

Darby Lockhurst Valley Alt.

Dearborn Lokrantz West Valley

El Oro Way Lorne

Emelita Mayall

District 1

Please see KINDERGARTEN, page 6
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One of the most difficult
challenges that continue to face this
District is the achievement gap that
exists between African American
and Latino students as compared to
Anglo students. I have prioritized our work in

this area, instructing all schools and offices to put into

practice an Action Plan and Blueprint designed to

deliver Culturally Relevant & Responsive Education

(CRRE) to students. This places a strong emphasis on

classroom practice directed to Standard English learners

as well as Latino ELL students.

While we have shown remarkable progress in the

past four years as API scores have grown for all ethnic

groups, the bridge between these subgroups is not

showing much change. In other words, while African

American and Latino students are showing progress, it

is not at a faster rate than Anglo students.

The Action Plan sets specific goals such as increas-

ing knowledge and awareness of CRRE at all levels in

the District, especially in the schools. It requires profes-

sional development geared to these issues and better

communication of the work that is underway and

accomplishments that are achieved. 

I will be monitoring this very closely and expect

that we will see positive results as each element is

implemented.

Message from Superintendent Roy Romer

Overcoming the Achievement Gap

The dream of building new
schools and cutting-edge

expansions is being transformed
into reality as this new school year
begins. 

To date, nine schools, 18 expansions, and 12 early

education centers are completed; several are already

serving students. Another 104 projects are currently

under construction. Nearly 10,000 repair projects are

either completed or under construction.

As LAUSD’s $16 billion construction project

moves forward, the goals of returning bused students

to their neighborhood schools and to a full 180-days

of instruction are getting closer.

New Schools Welcome Students

Schools to be completed in 2004

District 1 Date

High Tech High September

Valley New HS #1 September

District 2 Date

East Valley Area New MS #2 September 

North Hollwyood New PC #4 October

District 4 Date

Belmont/Hollywood ES #1 (Otis) July

District 5 Date

Accelerated Charter School TBA

Jefferson New ES #2 July

Jefferson New PC #6 September

Orthopedic Hospital MS September

District 6 Date

Bell New ES #3 addition July

Southeast Area New MS #3 September

South Gate New ES #7 TBA

Stanford New PC July

Manual Arts New ES #1 September

Brand new Belmont/Hollywood Elementary
School #1 is bright on the outside and 

spacious on the inside.
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Your Child May Be Eligible
for Free Tutoring

More than 230,000 students in
111 Program Improvement

schools within the Los Angeles
Unified School District are eligible
for supplemental educational
services such as reading and math
tutoring in the 2004-2005 school
year. 

Notification of this important service was mailed

to parents of eligible students in late May so that they

can sign up for the academic help. 

Tutoring services are offered before and after

school, on weekends, and during off-track time.

“Parents should have received a brochure with the title

FREE Supplemental Educational Services on the

cover,” says Becki Robinson, Specialist for LAUSD’s

Beyond the Bell. “The FREE is in large letters.”

Funding for the services comes from the federal legisla-

tion No Child Left Behind. Students who attend Title

One schools in the second year of program improve-

ment are eligible. 

The brochure lists 24 providers including Beyond

the Bell Learning Centers that will work with students

in academic programs from October 2004 to June

2005. Parents must return the request form in that

brochure indicating their choice of provider. The first

deadline for applications has passed, but late applica-

tions will be accepted until September 30, 2004. For

more information, call 213-241-4109 or go to

www.lausd.k12.ca.us/lausd/offices/btb/ses.html. 

Spotlight on Parent Involvement

It only took one parent to make a dif-
ference at Robert Hill Lane School. Every

Wednesday afternoon, a group of parents and children

meet in the library for the “Joy of Reading,” an after-

school opportunity for “kids and adults to spend time

reading together,” explains Lilia Rivera, the parent who

created the program. “I’ve been reading to my kids

since they were born, and I wanted to share that with

more parents.” The success of the weekly event shows

how much kids love adult attention, and it empowers

parents to help youngsters. The reading corners are

divided between the youngest readers and older ones.

Mrs. Rivera chooses the books to be featured. “The Joy

of Reading” was so successful in its first semester that it

will continue in this new school year.

It’s tough to be the new kid on the
block, something the recently opened
Jefferson Elementary School # 2 knows
well. But thanks to buy-in and involvement from

parents and all stakeholders, things have been proceed-

ing smoothly. Parents have held house meetings, get-

ting people in their neighborhoods together, whether

they be parents of students or neighbors, to talk with

teachers and administrators about issues and concerns

regarding the school.

One important issue was safety and security.

Parents advocated for the students to have uniforms,

and the school is participating in KidsWatch to help

make sure that the students get back and forth from

school safely. The administration is also looking into

restructuring the parking lot and installing speed

“Going back to school” for hundreds
of LAUSD parents has resulted in new
jobs, new skills to help children at home,
and new self-confidence after complet-
ing the free computer literacy classes for
parents taught in various locations
around the District. The class, taught by instruc-

bumps. In addition, parents wanted to make sure that

the new teachers were concerned about the students,

respectful of their cultures, and invested in education.

“The parent involvement at the outset has helped to

make sure that this new school got a great start, promot-

ing unity and solidarity within the neighborhood,” says

Robert Cordova, Principal of Jefferson Elementary #2.

tors from the Division of Adult & Career Education,

meets two hours a day, four days a week for nearly a

year. Many parents enroll having no computer skills at

all. Most graduate with expertise in spreadsheets, data

entry, Internet access, and graphic design. Parents can

check out computers from LAUSD to take home if

they successfully complete the course. If you are inter-

ested in enrolling, call Parent Community Services

Branch at 213-217-5272.

Families from Bell Gardens and
Carpenter Elementary Schools joined
together at UCLA’s Pauley Pavilion in a
culmination ceremony for the coopera-
tive Ruby Bridges Project, a yearlong program

for understanding which brought students from diverse

cultures and different schools together for joint play

days, pen-pal communication, and a trip to the

Museum of Tolerance. Ruby Bridges was the six-year-

old African-American girl who was the subject of

Norman Rockwell’s famous 1960 painting in which she

is accompanied into an all-white school by U.S.

Marshalls. Her national non-profit organization seeks

to bring students and families together in projects

designed to foster tolerance and to end racism.

Nearly 10,000 Eastside LA parents
and their children celebrated the joy of
reading and family literacy at the second
annual Feria del Libro, held at Roosevelt
High School on June 5th. The festival featured

parent workshops, music, entertainment, and the

opportunity for families to meet, talk to, and read with

twenty authors and artists. One highlight of the event

was the ceremony honoring the top student readers

from District H who met or surpassed the yearlong

goal of reading One Million Words outside the class-

room. 
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A Jump Start on Student Success

The Los Angeles Unified School
District sent nearly $72 million

to 115 schools on July 1st so that
each campus could begin its aca-
demic intervention programs early.
The funds, which come from the
state, are usually distributed within
the SB 1X program for school
interventions in late October. 

“It’s important that our students have the

materials at the beginning of the school year, not

four months into it,” says Harry Gerst, Director of

SB 1X for LAUSD. “The District approved early

disbursement in order to better serve the large

number of schools that start on July 1st. In addi-

tion, more than 100 other schools will receive

funding in some form under SB 1X guidelines at a

later date.” 

At State Street Elementary School, they aren’t

wasting a minute. “We are getting a total of

$650,000,” explains Principal Cora Watkins. “The

biggest chunk is going toward PreK – 5th grade

tutoring. It will pay for tutoring provided by our

teachers before and after school. The help is for

any child – from those struggling to surpass

benchmarks to students who are failing.” Another

portion of the SB IX funds will go for an interven-

tion program in math for students in primary grades.

“We wanted to spend the money on essentials, on

intervention where the kids need it most,” Ms.

Watkins says, “Classes are conducted by teachers who

know their students and what they need.”

Parents played a key role in making the decisions

on how to spend this timely disbursement. The State

Street School Site Council approved the budget. Fifty

percent of the council membership are parents. The

approved use of the funds means children need not

struggle through the beginning of another school year

without assistance. The July 1st go-ahead also solves a

question of equity. As Ms. Watkins explains, “As a

Concept 6 school, our B track students would be off

when October funds arrived. One-fourth of the year

would be over. This way, all students can start now to

improve academic skills.” 

Parents are key members of the State Street School Site Council that decides 
how state intervention funding should be spent.

“It’s important that our
students have the materials at

the beginning of the school
year, not four months into it,”

Harry Gerst
Director SB 1X

Do You Know that Parents
Have the Right to…

Parents of students in Title I
schools have the right to know

how qualified their children’s
teacher is, according to No Child
Left Behind (NCLB), the federal
education law enacted in 2001. 

Title I schools will provide the teacher’s credential

status, college degree, and college major when a parent

requests it. This part of the legislation aims at the goal

of filling schools with “highly qualified teachers,”

defined as teachers with full certification, a bachelor’s

degree, and demonstrated competence in subject

knowledge and teaching. NCLB calls for all teachers of

core academic subjects to be highly qualified by the

2005-2006 school year. 

Los Angeles Unified School District has expanded

the policy to include all schools. Parents in schools that

are not Title I can obtain the same information about

their children’s teachers by making the request at their

local school. According to the California Department

of Education, in the 2003-2004 school year, 77% of

LAUSD teachers were highly qualified.

A Distinguished List
These twelve LAUSD schools have been

recognized by the State Department of

Education as California Distinguished

Schools, selected for excellence in achieve-

ment and student improvement. In order to be

recognized as Distinguished, elementary schools must

first qualify under the State’s guidelines based upon

their Academic Performance Index Score, their

Adequate Yearly Progress score and other indicators

that place them among the top schools in the state for

student achievement. Schools then go through an

intensive application process before being selected as

Distinguished schools by a committee of educators. 

Congratulations to the following schools:

Aldama Elementary 

Carpenter Avenue Elementary 

Crescent Heights Language Arts/Social Justice Magnet 

Fair Avenue Elementary 

Griffin Avenue Elementary 

Lanai Road School 

Lemay Street Elementary 

Plainview Avenue Elementary 

South Shores Visual & Performing Arts Magnet 

The Open Magnet Charter School 

Watts Learning Center 

Windsor Hills Math Science Aerospace Magnet School



Ombudspersons, from page 1

Everywhere we go,
parents and

community stakeholders
are more involved in our
schools, construction is
underway, and student
achievement is

improving. As we move forward to
the 2004–2005 school year, I
encourage your continued
participation and engagement in our
schools.

53 new schools and 29 additions are being built

which means 162,000 new seats in LAUSD — the

equivalent of the new San Diego Unified School

District. Thanks to the voters, we were able to pass both

Measure “K” and “R” which provided over $6.9 billion.

For the first time in over 30 years, we have a realistic

chance of ending both forced busing, and the academi-

cally inferior 163-day Concept Six Calendar at LAUSD.

This will be the first true structural reform of LAUSD

academic operations in recent history.

Today, LAUSD leads California in raising elementary

test scores faster than any other school district in the

state. A strategic emphasis on designing “Smaller

Learning Communities” will provide students with more

individualized instruction, and an improved focus on

support for students who need extra attention. We

believe this will also help to reduce our shameful drop-

out rates. 

Our efforts have continued despite a painful fiscal

crisis. I am proud to say the Board made the tough deci-

sion to focus deeper cuts at the administrative level

including reducing both the Central Office, and the

number of local districts, instead of taking the easy way

out by increasing class sizes.

Everywhere we go, there are signs of progress, but

there is still much to accomplish. On both fronts  —

academic achievement, and new school construction —

LAUSD must continue to improve. 
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Message from José Huizar 
School Board PresidentCount Me In!

A Campaign for Students & Parents

A major initiative has been launched
across the Los Angeles Unified School
District to improve student attendance.
The goal is to boost the attendance rate
by two percent; that’s an average
increase of two days per student in the
2004-05 school year. 

“Students can’t learn when they are skipping school.

We want everyone from parents on down to help kids

go to school and stay in school,” explains

Superintendent Roy Romer. The campaign aims at

building the number of students who graduate from

high school and are prepared for a successful future. 

LAUSD middle and high schools are the real focus

of the initiative. As many as 30,000 of the District’s

378,000 secondary students are absent each day. That’s a

substantially higher rate than that in other urban

California school districts. The current average K-12

attendance for LAUSD schools is 93.5%. The target is

95%. Elementary schools post a rate of 95.3%. But sec-

ondary school attendance drops to 89.9% in high

schools. Poor attendance hurts student achievement and

also costs money. A two-percent increase would provide

an additional $30 million in school revenue. 

What Students Say About Attendance

Focus groups made up of students from

Hollenbeck and Hart Middle Schools and

Grant and Washington Prep High Schools

report:

• Incentives could entice students to go to

school particularly on “doubtful” days,

meaning days when they are tired, wake up

late, or are not interested in that day’s work. 

• Quality rewards would be most effective

including financial incentives for middle and

high school students. 

• Absenteeism is largely caused by the

school/community environment, from

feelings of isolation  from peers and adults,

personal problems that spill over into the

school experience, and a general disinterest

in class material.

North Hollywood High School has one of the
best attendance rates among LAUSD 

high schools.

capacity to support the teaching of science and second-

ary literacy.”

There is a new position in each of the eight local

districts that is dedicated to LAUSD parents. The job

title is Parent Ombudperson. The dictionary definition

is “a person who investigates complaints, reports find-

ings, and mediates settlements.” The District job

description is broader, according to those who hold it.

In District 1, Pat Reynoso is the Ombudsperson who

will serve as a liaison to all parents and the community

and help to develop and implement parent initiatives. “I

am the point person for parent concerns,” she adds. “My

Parents are crucial to improving student attendance.

“We want parents and parent groups to reach out, talk to

students and to other parents about how regular atten-

dance pays off in academic achievement as well as in

future college and career success,” says Stephanie Brady,

LAUSD’s Director of Communication. Incentives are

offered to students and schools that reduce absence rates.

For example, a school that raises attendance will receive

50% of the additional funding generated. Parents will

have a voice in the use of the extra funds because the

School Site Council will have full discretion on how the

money is spent.

job is to listen, respond and assist parents.” 

Cheryl Newman, who has the position

for District 3, explains “My job is to be the

bridge between school and home. Parents can

call us for help.” She believes that parent

education is also an important part of the

job, adding, “Our goal is to help parents be

successful at parental involvement.” 

Parents in District 7 quickly learned
that, as their Ombudsperson, Frances

Pasillas is their point person for
information, concerns, and guidance on

issues related to parental involvement.
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Apperson Lankershim Sharp

Beachy Mountain View Stonehurst

Brainard Pinewood Sunland

Broadous Plainview Victory Blvd.

Colfax Rio Vista Victory Prim.now
N. Hollywood 
PC #4Erwin San Fernando

Gridley Saticoy Vinedale

District 2

Angeles Mesa Grandview Short

Beethoven Kentwood Sterry

Braddock Loyola Village Topanga

Broadway Marlton Walgrove

Brockton Mar Vista Westminster

Canfield Mid-City Westport Hts.

Castle Heights Open Charter Westside

Charnock Palms Wilshire Crest

Coliseum Paseo Del Rey 24th Street

Community Richland 42nd St.

Cowan Saturn

Fairburn Shenandoah

District 3

Allesandro Dorris Place Plasencia

Annandale Eagle Rock Plasencia M/S/T

Aragon Elysian Hts. San Pascual

Arroyo Seco Gardner Selma

MuseumSci. Laurel Valley View

Blend Lockwood Van Ness

Carthay Cntr. Logan West Hollywood

Cheremoya Melrose Wonderland

Dayton Hts. Micheltorena

District 4

Full-day Kindergarten continued from page 1

Ann St. Jefferson New
Primary Cntr. #6

Nevin

City Terrace Perez

Evergreen Kennedy Second St.

Farmdale Lane Sierra Park

Glen Alta Latona Sierra Vista

Hamasaki Marianna Solano

Harrison Multnomah Soto St.

Jefferson ES #2 Murchison Utah

28th St.

District 5

Bell-Cudahy K-8 Independence Woodlawn

Elizabeth LC Stanford PC

District 6

District 7

Budlong Miramonte 61st St.

Griffith Joyner Parks/Huerta

99th St. Ritter

Annalee Crestwood Point Fermin

Avalon Gdns. Dolores Raymond Ave.

Bandini Hawaiian Ave Sellery

Barton Hill La Salle Taper

Broadacres Leapwood 7th St.

Century Park Manhattan Pl. 15th St.

Chapman Meyler

Cimarron Normont

District 8

Family Fun for Free

Where 3601S. Gaffey St., San Pedro
90731

When On-going. Museum hours: T–Sun
11:00a.m.–4:00p.m.

Contact 310-519-0936
www.angelsgateart.org

Cost FREE

Where Watts Towers Art Center
Amphitheater, 1727 E. 107th St.

When Sept. 26, 10:00a.m. – 6:00p.m.

Contact
City of LA Cultural Affairs Dept. &
Friends of the Watts Tower Center
213-847-4646 www.wattstowers.net

Cost FREE

Where Los Angeles Chinatown

When September 2004 (Exact date TBA)

Contact
Los Angeles Chinese Chamber of
Commerce 213-617-0396
www.chinatownla.com

Cost FREE

Where 5568 Via Marisol
Los Angeles 90042

When On-going music lessons, 
annual festivals.

Contact 323-259-0861 www.culturela.org

Cost FREE

Arroyo Seco Art in the Park
Art in the Park is a division of the City of Los Angeles

Cultural Affairs Department.  The goal of this program

is to provide free, culturally diverse classes and events to

adults and children in the local and surrounding com-

munities of Los Angeles.  They sponsor both the annual

Corn Festival in June and a Dia de los Muertos Festival

in November, but during the year, they also offer a vari-

ety of free music lessons Monday - Thursday for chil-

dren over 10 years old.

Call 3:00 – 6:00 p.m., M-Th for more information on

the range of music lessons and classes available.

Moon Festival
Come celebrate this Chinese holiday with two days of

activities including traditional dance, a lantern parade,

and the Moon Festival Ceremony itself.

28th Annual Simon Rodia Watts Towers
Jazz Festival
Both new performers and established jazz musicians are

featured at this free annual festival, which offers music

ranging from the gospel and blues roots of jazz to the

modern take on the artform.  Tours are also available of

the historic towers.

Angels Gate Cultural Center
This center in San Pedro offers a year-round schedule

of free gallery exhibits, including such monthly events

as the first Thursday Art Walks in San Pedro as well as

sponsoring classes for adults and children.


