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Saturday, April 23, 2005 is a red-
letter day for all parents in the

Los Angeles Unified School District. 
That’s the date for the 9th Annual Parent Summit,

a celebration of parents and their important role in

their children’s education. This year’s conference offers

new opportunities for in-depth exchanges between par-

ents, district leaders, and authorities on topics most

crucial to student success. 

The Summit will be interactive. Parents will be

able to ask questions in seminars designed for two-way

conversations, not one-way speeches. 

These seminars will be held in the morning:

• Meet the LA School Board – a forum in which

to talk directly to Board members

• Culturally Relevant and Responsive Education –

a look at the action plan to Close the

Achievement Gap for LAUSD students

• Drugs and Gang Prevention – information and

straight talk led by LA Police Department experts 

• Human Relations – a blueprint for learning how

to work together at school, home, and in the

community

• Motivation for Student Attendance – strategies

to ensure that students are in school ready to

learn and why it is important for them to be

there

Don’t Miss the Parent Summit!
“Parents, Students, and Community Working Together: Knowledge is Power!”

The afternoon seminars are:

• Conversations with the Local District

Superintendents – a forum for questions and

answers with the eight local leaders.

• Parent Ombudspersons – a meeting with the

eight parent liaisons primarily responsible in each

local district with helping parents 

• The Parent Center – a examination of why these

centers are vital and how to create one at your

school

• Special Education – a dialogue with leaders of

this Division about its services for LAUSD students

• English Language Learners – a forum about

building academic achievement for parents and

students 

• A Forum of Principals, Teachers, and Students –

a dialogue on how they work with parents

Francisco Torrero is an LAUSD parent and chair-

person for the Summit. He wants to reach out particu-

larly to parents who aren’t on the front lines in their

home schools and who may not be able to attend

meetings and workshops on campus during the work-

week. He is passionate about the value of the Parent

Summit. “This is the best way a parent can spend the

day. Parents will learn real ways to help their children

succeed in school and at home,” he says. 

Message from

Roy Romer
Superintendent of Schools

Priorities for 2005

As we review our primary
objectives for 2005, there are a

number of issues we must address.
The budget will force more changes and reductions

on a staff that is already reeling under the $1 billion in

cuts from the past three years. It has always been my

goal to preserve the core programs that are resulting in

academic success such as the language arts program,

the periodic assessments that assist teachers in identi-

fing a student’s areas of need and recommending ways

to address them, intensive professional development

and administrative enrichment.

Our elementary scores are still showing some

growth after four years of rocketing in the API num-

bers, but it is the middle school students who are now

registering gains in recent years. We intend to work

closely on strategies to continue this and, at the same

time, concentrate on senior high students.

We know that Small Learning Communities where

students are more closely connected to teachers and are

more comfortable in the overall school environment

can make a huge difference, especially in senior high.

Such models are being developed in our existing

schools and are integrated in the formulation of the

new schools.

We must continue to prioritize closing the achieve-

ment gap. We have identified strategies that work in

this area and we are working with teachers so they are

fully prepared to implement them.

Parent involvement is essential to student success

and we expect all of our schools to welcome parent

involvement and develop opportunities to encourage it.

The parents on the Planning Committee for the Parent Summit have been working on the event for
nearly a year.
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Dear Parents:

First of all, the
Board of Education
would like to say thank
you for your continued
support and participa-
tion in our schools,

local districts and central offices.
Currently, LAUSD is struggling with the decision

by Governor Schwarzenegger to not honor his com-

mitment to education from the 2004-2005 fiscal year.

The Governor’s current budget proposal undermines

the principles of Proposition 98 by cutting $3.6 billion

that is constitutionally guaranteed to our students. I’m

concerned that this reflects the lack of importance of

education in his agenda. LAUSD has made significant

cuts over the past three years – an additional set of cuts

to education as the Governor is suggesting could be

potentially devastating to our school communities. 

Message from José Huizar, School Board President

Over the past three years our school communities

have been asked to do more with less. At the same

time, LAUSD has led the state with increasing elemen-

tary API scores and the nation in the construction of

new schools. Furthermore, LAUSD is actively pursuing

reform efforts in secondary instruction to build smaller

learning communities. We need the support from the

State to continue the progress we are making in Los

Angeles.

As parents, we strive to obtain the best educational

environment for our school communities. To achieve

this, parents and community members need to work

with school officials as partners, especially in times

when the core finances of education are at risk. I

encourage you to contact your state legislators to stress

the importance of upholding the Proposition 98 guar-

antees for education. Stay informed and stay active!

Thank you for all you do for our children and our

schools!

There is no charge for the 2005 Parent Summit,

that means no charge for admission, parking, breakfast

and lunch. It will be held at the Los Angeles

Convention Center in downtown Los Angeles from

8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on April 23rd. Translation will

be available. Bus services will be provided from loca-

tions around the District. Ask at your local school

about bus transportation. No childcare will be available. 

All you have to do is fill out the registration form in

this newsletter. Return it to your school or to The

Parent Community Services Branch. We’ll see you on

April 23rd! You won’t be sorry and your children will

benefit.

Parent Summit, from page 1

Carol M. Truscott
A Partner for Parents

When Superintendent Roy Romer
announced his choice to replace the
late Associate Superintendent Dr.
Theodore T. Alexander, Jr., he
named two respected educators to
take over the responsibilities of that
extensive division. Carol M. Truscott
was selected as Assistant
Superintendent of Student
Integration Services. Rita Caldera
became the Assistant Superintendent
of Specially Funded Programs /
Parent Community Services. 

Different titles, but shared goals when it comes to

parents. “We believe that when parents are well

informed and feel a part of the system, they make bet-

ter choices for their children, “ explains Ms. Truscott.

“We are responsible for many different programs, and

parents are important to all of them.” 

“Dr. Alexander’s legacy demands that we help par-

ents become strong advocates for the quality education

their children deserve,” Ms. Truscott says. She now

oversees Student Integration Services including the

Magnet Program, the highly regarded Ten Schools

Program, Gifted and Talented Education, and Human

Relations. “Parents are important in everything we do,”

she explains. In each local district, an average of six

Parent Facilitators have the responsibility to reach out

to parents. These Facilitators, who report to her, are

trained to answer questions and provide information.

“Mrs. Caldera and I are pleased to share the opportuni-

ty to work with parents to help them and their chil-

dren,” she adds. 

Mrs. Truscott began her career in education as a

remedial reading teacher at Bret Hart Middle School.

She still misses the daily contact with students. As prin-

cipal at Fairfax High School, she got valuable insight

into parent involvement. “I was planning an event and

a mom told me that it was good, however that I was

planning as an educator not as a parent, “ she remem-

bers. “Now we strive for mutual respect at the table.”

Carol Truscott (center) is greeted by 
LAUSD parents.
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Spotlight on Parent Involvement
3

Veronica Camacho takes parent
involvement to a new level, and
those who know her agree that her
commitment and energy level is
unique. Veronica is the mother of seven children,

ages 6 through 18. She is Chairperson of District 2’s

English Learners Advisory Council (ELAC). She is an

active parent leader at San Fernando Middle School,

O’Melveny and San Fernando Elementary Schools. She

works at UCLA in the Asthma Family Early

Intervention Program, and she is three courses away

from earning her high school diploma at Kennedy/San

Fernando Community Adult School. “I want my chil-

The opening of Brentwood
Science Magnet’s (BSM) brand new
Parent Center brought cheers from
parents, teachers, and administra-
tors. “Our parents wanted a place where they could

learn about district programs, become better able to

help their children, and do volunteer work, and now

they have one,” said Charlie Tripp, BSM’s Categorical

Programs Coordinator. Many parents travel long dis-

tances with their children to bring them to Brentwood.

They now can enjoy volunteering and networking

before they get back on the LA freeways. “This is our

place to work together, to help and to learn,” explained

parent Dolores Guillen, one of BSM’s two new

It was a day of hands-on lessons
about scientific mysteries such as
how laser beams work and cell iden-
tification through a microscope for
the District 2 parents who attended
the Annual Parent Math & Science
Conference held in December. More

than 300 participated in the interactive, daylong event.

“It was particularly important because our kids will be

tested in science this year by the state,” said parent Ana

Lila Godinez. “It helps to better understand what they

are learning. Now I can help my daughter if she has a

homework problem.” The speakers and workshops

were designed so that parents could choose elementary

or secondary subject matter, making the learning expe-

rience focused for the grade level of their children. 

Family Literacy is bringing lan-
guage, reading, and parenting skills
to parents and their children at
Lemay Elementary School. The program

represents a collaboration between Lemay and the

Reseda Community Adult School. “There are four

components to the program,” explains coordinator and

Adult Education teacher Linda Swihart. “Adult

Education including ESL, a parenting class, Preschool,

and Parent Child Interactive Literacy Activities.” The

program is in its third year of a $500,000 grant from

First Five. “Currently, we have 21 families participating

in the program,” says Linda. “While the parents attend

class, their children are supervised in the pre-school.

Then, during the parent and child interactive time, the

literacy activities that the parents studied earlier are

reinforced as they work with their children.” The grant

has helped to pay for a bungalow on the Lemay cam-

Setting a Good Example
dren to know that everything is important

when it comes to education,” she says. 

Veronica graduated from high school in

Mexico and came to the U.S. seventeen years

ago. She passed the GED exam, but also

learned that she needed to take several core

subjects to earn a U.S. high school diploma.

She expects to graduate in 2005. “I study

late at night and early in the morning,”

Veronica says smiling. Her children learn by

her word and example that they must be in

school on time with homework done unless

they are sick. “I volunteer at all three schools.

So I know how they are doing,” she adds.

She took on the leadership of District 2’s ELAC to

help others. “I want parents to understand how impor-

tant it is for kids to learn English – academic English –

early. Language must never be a barrier. In many coun-

tries, if you graduate from high school, you can auto-

matically go to college. Not in the U.S. and many par-

ents find out too late that their children aren’t qualified

for college admission,” she explains. “We inform par-

ents through ELAC.” Veronica Camacho is proud of

her schedule. “I’m doing this for my children,” she

says. “I want to make a difference.” 

Parent/Community Representatives. The Parent Center

is equipped with four Internet-ready computers so that

the school’s diverse linguistic population can access the

world, many in their own languages. “Our parents

have always been vital to our school,” observes

Principal Sharon Katz, “and the motivation for the

Center’s creation. I’m glad they have a place to call

home.” It’s expected that parent centers will be opening

across the district at a fast pace as newly constructed

schools and campus additions open in the near future.

Many new construction blueprints include the space

for these important parent centers. 

pus, as well as a computer lab complete with a wireless

network and color printing capabilities. “These tools

help us to reinforce the themes that parents are learning

in their literacy and parenting classes,” says Linda.

“Which in turn are themes that they can share with

their children both during the program and at home.”

At a meeting of District 2’s ELAC, Veronica Camacho 
(center) shares information with other parents so that they

can help their children get ready for college.
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When state testing time rolls
around, every student counts. So it’s

crucial that parents join educators to ensure that all

students are in school to take these important exams,

which measure the academic performance of students,

schools, and school districts. When fewer than 95% of

eligible students take a state exam, it sends a signal to

the state that can lead to state monitoring. “It’s chal-

lenging,” says Harry Gerst, LAUSD’s SB 1X Director,

“because most identified schools are moving in the

right direction.” When one test is not counted because

of low participation, an API and the important growth

target cannot be created for that school. 

Seven schools in the Los Angeles

Unified School District have been identified

as failing to meet state growth targets in two

years and are being monitored. One of

those, Fairfax High School, is being moni-

tored because not enough eleventh graders

took the Social Studies part of the

California Standards Test (CST) for two years in a row.

Even though Fairfax’s API scores rose 60 points in

three previous years, 70% of its students passed the

California High School Exit Exam, and the school

received a six-year accreditation term (with a mid-term

review) from Western Association of Schools and

Colleges (WASC), nearly its highest ranking, after a

year-long self-study, the low turnout for the Social

Studies exam was a red flag. The school’s growth was

measured by language arts and math results only and

showed less than a 1% growth rate. Principal Heather

Daims says, “We are so proud of the WASC results.

Being monitored is a disappointment. But we’re turn-

ing it around.” 

Students and teachers at Fairfax High are 
working intently to meet academic and 

attendance goals.

The initiative to increase student
attendance across the Los

Angeles Unified School District is
now in full swing. Called “Count Me
In!” the campaign aims at the 30,000 middle and

high school students who are not in school on any

given day. In the November reporting period, 57% of

all District schools increased their attendance. The goal

is to improve daily attendance by 2%, an improvement

that would reward our schools with nearly $60 million.

Each secondary school now has a large banner

announcing the progress of its efforts to get students

back to that campus. Parents should look for the ban-

ner and continue to talk to their children about how

important it is to be in school every day. 

Individual students have received awards in schools

that showed improvement including tickets to screen-

ings of Coach Carter and Count Me In message pens.

As spring approaches, greater incentives such as

iPods™, bicycles, and digital cameras will be awarded. 

Remember: attendance matters – and not just for

prizes. It’s good for improving student achievement,

and every time a student comes to school, the school

gets much needed money to pay for teachers, books,

and other important materials. 

Accountability is a high priority in education. Test

scores and data are very important. “Parents must be

watchful. Ask about school scores and testing sched-

ules,” suggests Mr. Gerst. “Attend all parent-teacher

conferences so you know how your child is doing and

how you can help. It is extremely important that all

students are in school including on test days! The

District’s attendance initiative Count Me In under-

scores that. Parent attention to attendance helps your

child and your school.”

SB 1X: School
Accountability and Parents

Count Me In!

Student attendance has improved more than 5%
at Jordan High School in just three months earn-
ing more than $42,000 for the school. Assistant
Principal Marvin Avila says parents, who attended
Count Me In meetings as well as personal calls
and requests, have been important in the
increase as has a new student attitude. He says,
“Attitudes have changed. Now the relationship
between attendance and achievement is clear.”

The Health
Insurance
Portability and
Accountability
Act, also
referred to as
HIPAA, is a fed-
eral law that
describes how
medical informa-
tion about your
child may be

used and released and how a parent
may obtain this information. The Los

Angeles Unified School District is required to protect

the medical and health information of its students by

safeguarding the privacy of the student health informa-

tion under the HIPAA law. Your child’s Protected

Health Information (PHI) is kept private. PHI includes

information created or received about your child’s past,

present, or future health/medical conditions that could

be used to identify your child. Unless parents provide

written authorization, the student’s health information

can be released only for specific reasons including treat-

ment, payment, or health care operations. For more

information, call CHAMP toll-free Healthcare

Helpline 1-866-742-2273, LAUSD’s Student Health

and Human Services at (213) 241-3860, or go to

www.lausd.net or inside the Parent-Student Handbook

2004-2005.

HIPAA Protects 
Your Child’s Health 

Information

™iPod is a registered trademark of Apple Computer Corporation, Inc.



9th Annual Parent Summit
Attention All Parents
9th Annual Parent Summit

Los Angeles Convention Center
1201 South Flower Street
Los Angeles, CA 90015

Saturday April 23, 2005
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

• This conference is open to all 
parents and guardians of LAUSD
students.

• There is no cost to attend this 
conference.

• Limited bus transportation will be
available from designated schools.

• Translation will be provided.

• Attendance is limited to adults
only. No children or students.

Completed registrations must be received by April 4, 2005

Complete the tear-off below and mail in an envelope to:
Parent Community Services Branch
Parent Summit Registration
701 W. Cesar E. Chavez Avenue, Suite 101
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Complete the tear-off below and take it to the main office at
your child’s school

Fax this complete page to PCSB: 213-626-4644

How To Register

9th Annual Parent Summit9th Annual Parent Summit REGISTRATION

❑ I am a parent or guardian of an LAUSD
student.

❑ I will attend the 9th Annual Parent
Summit.

❑ I understand this conference is for adults
only. No children or LAUSD students.

How many adults will attend? 

✔ Please check
NAME
LAST

FIRST

ADDRESS

CITY ZIP

TELEPHONE

E-MAIL

FAX

RETURN THIS FORM BY APRIL 4, 2005

Los Angeles Convention Center April 23 2005

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
✂

DOOR PRIZES

FOOD & REFRESHMENTS

ENTERTAINMENT

For further information please
contact Parent Community

Services Branch
213-217-5272

Fax: 213-626-4644

• Seminars

• Meet your LAUSD Board
Member

• Meet your Local District
Superintendent

• Meet your Local District
Ombudsperson

OR
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Because LAUSD does not have a
district-wide policy regarding uni-
forms, some schools have elected to
adopt their own uniform policies,
and others have not. Any uniform
policy authorized by a school must
be voluntary and must make it possi-
ble for economically disadvantaged
students to participate.

Parents have a right to opt out of
the school’s uniform policy. Those
students whose parents choose not
to participate in a uniform program
may not be disciplined, discriminat-
ed against, or otherwise denied
rights and privileges available to
other students. 

Source: Parent-Student Handbook, 2004-2005, 

Los Angeles Unified School District, page 21.

Do You Know your
Rights regarding…
School Uniforms?

By now, parents should be
familiar with signs displayed in
all California schools. They

announce that all students in public education

are entitled to equal educational opportunity

and that each school must meet specific stan-

dards to assure an adequate education. These

requirements are the result of a settlement in

the lawsuit Williams v. California, in which

the state agreed to correct the substandard

learning conditions in some California schools. 

The Williams v. California lawsuit was

filed because Eli Williams, a new student at Burbank

Middle School in San Francisco questioned why condi-

tions at Burbank were so bad and different from previ-

ous schools he attended. Not enough textbooks and

materials, teachers unqualified to teach the subjects

assigned them, and unsafe facilities were just a few of

the deprivations sited.

Eli with help from his father took photos of condi-

tions at Burbank. Throughout California, other stu-

dents, parents, and educators, often under pressure not

to do so, joined in exposing conditions that included

vermin-infested classrooms, dirty and locked bath-

rooms, falling ceiling tiles, no heat or air conditioning,

and too many substitute teachers. Their sworn state-

ments documented facts necessary for the case.

The American Civil Liberties Union and other civil

rights groups filed the suit in 2000. In 2004, the state

of California agreed to a $1 billion settlement that

requires:

• All students must have sufficient textbooks and

instructional materials.

• All schools must be clean, safe, and well main-

tained.

• All schools must have certificated teachers in each

class when the school year begins. 

The settlement holds schools accountable. It is a

legal milestone toward an equal and adequate education

but requires parent participation to ensure success.

On January 1, 2005, schools began posting and

mailing required notices informing parents of the settle-

ment and how to file complaints if specified problems

still exist on campus. Complaint forms are available

from the principal or at <www.lausd.net>. For more

information about Williams v. California, go to

<www.decentschools.org>.

Williams v. California: Students and Parents Win
Los Angeles Public Library, Richard J. Riordan
Central Library

The historic Central Library branch in downtown

Los Angeles is a great place for everyone in the family.

The Library has space designated as a TeenScape area

complete with specially selected books and magazines,

computers for homework, research, and college infor-

mation.  The Central library also has a Children’s

Library, and sponsors free lectures, events, performing

books and rotating exhibits for the whole family.

Family Fun for Free

Where 630 West Fifth Street
Los Angeles, CA 90071

When

Ongoing. Contact the library for
more information. Regular library
hours are M-Th 10 am – 8 pm, 
F & S 10 am – 6 pm, Su 1 – 5 pm

Contact 213.228.7000 www.lapl.org

California Traditional Music Society

The CTMS is part of the City of Los Angeles

Cultural Affairs Department, and is dedicated to the

preservation and dissemination of traditional folk

music and dance.  They sponsor a free monthly Old

Time Jam Session.  People are invited to bring instru-

ments and join the party, or just come by to listen to

the music.  The Center sponsors other festivals, classes

and events during the year that are not free, but are

open to the public.  Contact them for more informa-

tion.

What Old Time Jam Session

Where 16953 Ventura Blvd. 
Encino, CA 91316

When
Sunday March 6, 2005 
Sunday April 3, 2005    4 – 8 pm
Sunday May 1, 2005 

Contact 818-817-7756 
www.ctmsfolkmusic.org

At Burbank Elementary School, signs about the
Williams settlement are posted in the Parent
Center and classrooms across the campus.


