
pressParentthe pressParentthe
T h e  N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  L A U S D  P a r e n t s Vol .  8 ,  No.  2  •  Spr ing 2004

P a r e n t 
Community

S e r v i c e s 
 B r a n c h

L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

More than 3000 parents from
San Pedro to Chatsworth gath-

ered together at the Los Angeles
Convention Center on May 1st for
the 8th Annual Parent Summit.

The event focused on one goal: improving the

quality and equity of education in every school in the

Los Angeles Unified School District. “This is my fifth

Summit,” said District J parent Norma Garcia. “It’s

wonderful learning new things every year.” At the

Opening Session, Dr. Maria Ott, Senior Deputy Supt.

of Schools, told the audience, “We at LAUSD are a

family…We are taking back our schools together —

administrators, teachers, and parents — and are show-

ing the way to change urban education for schools

around the country.”

Parents United: The 8th Annual Parent Summit

Parents chose from more than 50 workshops and

seminars. Topics ranged from in-depth looks at special

education programs, English Learner programs, to

“Mystery Detective, Math and Science Workshop.”

Norma Washington, whose son attends King-Drew

High School, attended the Small School Learning

Communities workshop because “We want to continue

to build strength in our school. So we’re interested in

this new concept.” 

That attitude was echoed by many attendees. They

were most interested in the most serious subjects such

as new federal education legislation, school reform,

and culturally relevant education for African-American

students. The effects of dramatic budget cuts in educa-

tion funding were often mentioned. “Public education

is about excellence and equity. They both cost money.

You must speak your voice,” said Keynote Speaker

Ramona Smith, an active District C parent and Chair

of LAUSD’s Parent Collaborative. 

In a seminar, LA School Board members answered

questions from parents for more than an hour. Another

busy site was the information center of the Division of

Adult & Career Education, where parents got materials

about programs for high school students and adults

interested in affordable career training and basic educa-

tion. 

The 2004 Parent Summit drew more fathers than

ever before. Parent Victor Bello observed that fathers

must be as involved as mothers and be “committed to

anything that will help kids.” Keynoter Ramona Smith

urged all parents to take leadership roles. “Our schools

need us,” she declared, “They can’t do it alone.”
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The ongoing growth of student
achievement continues to prove

the value of hard work by LAUSD
teachers combined with the active
participation by parents in the edu-
cation of our children. In March, the State

released the CELDT test results that measure the

progress of English Learners in English proficiency.

This test is administered to all students whose home

language is not English.

Once again, the District recorded remarkable

progress. In the elementary grades, there was a 24 %

improvement in English proficiency over last year. At

the middle school level, there was a 31% improvement

over the previous year. And senior high school students

recorded a 19% improvement. Since 42% of the stu-

dents in the District are learning English this is signifi-

cant growth.

Beginning in July, science learning will be in the

spotlight for students in grades 4-8 and 9-11. New

State Standards for Science will be instituted in our

classrooms. This State Framework is the guide to teach-

ing the skills and knowledge your children will need to

be scientifically literate citizens. 

As the District faces severe budget cuts for the

coming year, your help and support as partners in your

children’s education becomes even more important. We

share that Number One Priority: to maintain the pro-

grams at school and at home that bring these positive

results. 

Message from Superintendent Roy Romer

Good News at School; Good News at Home

Reform in Secondary Schools:
Parents’ Role

Raquel Rojas is an active parent
at Van Nuys High School. Ms. Rojas

is working directly to increase the opportunities for

student achievement there and at all middle and high

schools in District C. She is part of a design commit-

tee that is planning the conversion of secondary

schools from large impersonal campuses into small,

personalized, and career-focused academies or houses.

The initiative to bring small school learning commu-

nities to grades six through twelve is being launched

across Los Angeles Unified School District. Parents,

like Mrs. Rojas, are participating in the planning along

with administrators, teachers, and staff. 

“I want to know exactly what quality instruction

our children will receive with this change,” says Mrs.

Rojas. “It’s hard for students when their school is so

large.” She and five other District C parents participate

at regular committee meetings, asking questions and

sharing opinions about small school learning commu-

nities. Parent Liaison Tony Alcala is also a member of

the committee. “Who knows the needs of children

better than their parents? They must be at the table

when the focus is to improve academics,” he explains. 

The initiative mandates that parents participate in

every local district as each creates its own strategic plan

to bring small learning communities to middle and

high schools. The general model groups teams of 200-

300 students and a core of teachers together. The

teachers will stay with the students from one year to

the next, encouraging close relationships and individu-

alized instruction. “When teachers, students, and par-

ents know each other well, it can keep kids from failing

or falling through the cracks,” Mr. Alcala says. 

Parent participation in the reform is crucial at all

stages, from planning to implementation. In District

H, parents are planning partners with teachers and

administrators. Selena Martinez is a parent member of

the design group at Garfield High School. “I want to

be involved. I wasn’t able to graduate from high school.

I know how important education is for my children,”

she says. “All kids can achieve if they have the opportu-

nities. I want to help design the opportunities.” 

District C parents are contributing opinions and
suggestions to their district’s design for small

school learning communities.
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See SCIENTIFIC METHOD, page 6
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LAUSD Parent Leadership Full Day Kindergarten: Here It Comes!

In a decision applauded by
many parents and educators,

the Los Angeles Unified
School District will begin full-
day kindergarten in some
schools as early as July 1,
2004 with the goal of district-
wide implementation in four
years. “It’s a shining moment for Los

Angeles children,” says James Morris, Assistant

Superintendent Elementary Instructional

Services. “Full-day kindergarten is proven to

be beneficial to young learners. It provides a strong aca-

demic foundation, helps students develop social skills

and learn how to learn.” 

The LA School Board approved the phase-in that

will convert current half-day kindergarten into classes

that will meet for the same number of minutes daily as

the first through fifth grades. Schools that have the

space for it will be the first to implement the program.

Local superintendents are looking at their districts to

determine which schools can come on board July 1st.

Measure R, approved by voters in March, will provide

funding for portable classrooms, furniture, and materi-

als for the implementation of full-day kindergarten. 

LAUSD will be the first district in California to

Students at Rio Vista Elementary School are
among the first to enroll in full-day 

kindergarten.

provide full day kindergarten. Research shows that it is

particularly valuable to English learners and students in

high poverty areas. Full-day programs provide more

time for in-depth instruction. Teachers have additional

opportunity to work one-to-one with students. Data

also indicates that student attendance improves when

kindergarten meets all day. About 60% of schools

across the country have full-day programs. 

Local parent councils and advisory committees are

discussing implementation. Mr. Morris suggests, “Ask

your teachers and principal: When is full-day kinder-

garten coming to our school?”

Scientific Method

Parents attending the science con-
ference got a whirlwind tour of

Magic Mountain, the La Brea Tar Pits
and several other Southern
California hot spots. Virtually, of course.

These computer-based virtual field trips were only one

of the activities that parents got to experience hands-on

at the Los Angeles Urban Systemic Programs (LAUSP)

Full Option Science System (FOSS) for

Families conference on March 20th.

“We had over 500 parents attend,” says

Anna Gaiter, Elementary Science Advisor for

the East L.A. MST Center. “And the

response was very positive. The parents were

so enthusiastic that we’re trying to schedule

another conference for August.”

The LAUSP is jointly funded by the Los

Angeles Unified School District and the

National Science Foundation. Part of their

purpose is to provide science and mathemat-

ics education to parents, as well as to students, teachers

and administrators. The idea behind the “FOSS for

Families” conferences is to help parents be more

involved in their children’s science and math education

by taking them through hands-on activities and oppor-

tunities that tie in directly to activities that children do

in the classroom. In addition, parents explored activi-

ties that could be done at home.

“We had rotating stations,” explains Ms. Gaiter,

“so parents got to do everything from the virtual field

Parents became hands-on science students at
the FOSS Conference.
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Turnaround for Low-Performing Schools

Since 1999, over $300 mil-
lion in state and federal

funds have supported school
reform programs in 350
schools in the Los Angeles
Unified School District. The

results are improved academic achievement

and student scores at schools serving over

400,000 students. “Look at this example,”

says Harry Gerst, Director of LAUSD’s SB 1X

Office, pointing to one group of schools.

“Eight previously identified underperforming

schools have gone from negative to positive. Seven of

them met or exceeded their 2002-03 API Schoolwide

Growth Targets; the eighth missed the Target by just

one point.” These schools are not alone. LAUSD

schools are meeting API Growth targets at a rate well

above the state percentage. Out of 152 schools in the

High Priority School Grant Program, 100 % of these

schools showed marked improvement. 86% met or

exceeded their targets; 14% recorded positive growth.

When asked about the soaring student achieve-

ment at 28th Street School, Principal Rafael Balderas

points to parents as an important partner in the

achievement. “We’ve used some of our funding to

reach out to families and provide classes for them,” he

says. “Our teachers are trained in standards-based

instruction. Now we are teaching standards to parents,

too.” Community Outreach Coordinator Leticia

Herrera works with parents four days a week. A new

Parent Center is open and busy with trainings. Twice

weekly, the school’s math and literacy coaches present

to parents the instructional strategies that they share

with teachers. Mr. Balderas explains, “We have kids

here six hours a day. When they continue to learn at

home, we get successful students.”

Principal Penny Gwin says the transformation of

Northridge Middle School ranges from new academic

rigor in the classrooms to innovative literacy programs,

bright wall murals, and a strong parent presence. “Our

teachers train continuously to strengthen standards-

based instruction. Art, music, and character education

have been added to the curriculum. Each semester,

hundreds of parents graduate from the Parent Institute

and bring new skills to their children at home and at

school,” says Mrs. Gwin as she proudly lists some of

the reasons for Northridge’s API growth from 503 in

2001 to 594 in 2003. “Energy, focus, and support can

turn decline into celebration,” adds Mr. Gerst. “Our

schools prove that.”
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Family Fun
for Free
Monday Morning Concerts for Children

Offering free concerts at the Madrid Theatre in

Canoga Park from June through August, the Monday

Morning Concert Series brings together professional

musicians and school-age children for mornings of per-

formance, a brief history on the musical style, and a

question and answer session.

When Mondays, June – August, 10:00 a.m.

Where Madrid Theatre
21626 Sherman Way, Canoga Park

Cost FREE

Contact 818-704-1358, www.valleycultural.net

Outdoor Picture Show

The Outdoor Picture Show transforms the IKEA

courtyard at Media City Center into a theatre under

the stars. A feature length film is projected on an out-

door screen when the sky is dark and the stars are shin-

ing. The films are family-friendly and selected to have a

broad appeal for all ages.

When Each Wednesday
June 23 – Aug 11, 8:30 p.m.

Where Burbank Town Center
201 E. Magnolia Blvd., Burbank

Cost FREE

Contact 818-566-8617
www.burbanktowncenter.com

UCLA Fowler Museum of Cultural History

Explore the art and material culture of Africa, Oceania,

Asia, the Near East, Europe and the Americas at

UCLA’s museum dedicated to the past and the present

of these diverse cultures. Changing exhibits and the

museum’s permanent collection both reflect cultural

achievements as well as offering insight into the repre-

sented societies. Tours can be arranged in Spanish and

English by contacting the museum directly.

When Wed – Sun, Noon – 5:00 p.m.
Thursdays, Noon – 8:00 p.m.

Where UCLA
405 Hilgard Avenue, Los Angeles

Cost FREE

Contact The Education Dept. 310-206-5663
www.fmch.ucla.edu

2002-03 Academic Performance Index (API) Growth Report
of the State, LAUSD, and HPSG Schools

At 28th Street School, parents attend classes to
build their reading and math skills so that they

can help their children at home.
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Message from José Huizar 
School Board President

Thank you for your
overwhelming support of
Measure R. With its passage,

LAUSD will make substantial progress

towards meeting the Board’s goal of

restoring all of our schools to a 180-

day calendar and end forced busing. To date, 23 new

schools and school additions are completed, 84 new

schools and school additions are under construction, and

more than 10,000 repair projects have been completed.

None of this could have been done without your

involvement and commitment. 

The Board is working hard to deliver the best policy

and oversight to serve the needs of our children. We have

made difficult decisions to reduce the District’s 2004-05

operating budget by $427 million dollars while preserv-

ing the integrity of our instructional support programs

and classrooms. I encourage you to continue providing

your input prior to the adoption of the preliminary

budget on June 22.

Parents are an important component in increasing

student achievement and are an integral part of our

school communities. Therefore, I am working on a draft

resolution that will include a Parent Initiative which will

define a minimum level of actions that each school site

should take to meaningfully engage parent participation. 

Finally, I invite you to share your comments and

encourage you to become active with the planning and

development of small learning communities in our

schools. Your voices should be heard on such a critical

issue.

Spotlight on Parent Involvement
Family

Learning
Events are
sweeping
through
LAUSD.
Bringing parents

and students together at school to build reading skills,

math proficiency, science understanding, or art apprecia-

tion, these Family Nights draw hundreds of families to

school for an evening of information and inspiration.

Teachers and community experts teach parents how to

make learning fun and effective at home while providing

a fun and meaningful experience on campus.

This year’s annual Child Abuse
Prevention Conference held at the
Sheraton Hotel near LAX was a defi-
nite success. Led by LAUSD officials, community

leaders, city attorneys, parents and representatives of the

Department of Child and Family Services, the conference

addressed the variety of types of child abuse, the signs of

abuse that parents should look for, and solutions to the

emotional and physical needs of children who have suf-

fered some form of abuse. The Child Abuse Prevention

Conference, sponsored by Specially Funded Programs

and Parent Community Services Branch, brought togeth-

er over 300 parents to discuss this difficult and sensitive

topic and provided invaluable resources for their children

and themselves.

Dixie Canyon Avenue School has
two dedicated parent organizations
working to support students. The Dixie

Closing the
Achievement
Gap was the
topic that
attracted
over 500 par-

ents from schools in District B at a
conference in April. The day-long event

focused on data, showing parents how to look at student

scores and information to gain insight into student and

school progress, particularly for African American and

Latino students. Writing strategies and English language

development were explained. Parents learned what they

can do at home to support instructional goals.

Congratulations go
out to the 3,000 LAUSD
parents who attended
the 8th Annual Parent
Summit. 

Your presence and enthusiasm

confirms your dedication to being an informed and

equal partner in your child’s education. The workshops

and seminars provided hundreds of strategies and tips to

strengthen parent participation. Many thanks to the

dozens of people who planned the Summit; you should

feel great pride at the results of your hard work. It was

an exciting, educational, and inspiring day.

Two years ago Avalon Gardens School was identified

by the California Department of Education as the only

elementary school in LAUSD to be audited for low per-

formance. Since then Avalon’s scores have soared by 71

points, and it has officially exited from the scholastic

audit group. Avalon transformed itself with the guidance

of the Student Integration Office’s Ten Schools Program,

earning removal from the state scholastic audit and the

Program Improvement roster. 

The Magnet School Program of the Los Angeles

Unified School District also has received new recognition

for the quality education offered to our students. Four

magnet schools were named 2004 California

Distinguished Schools by the California Department of

Education. The award honors a school’s total educational

program, with major emphasis on its parent involvement.

The magnet schools are: Crescent Heights Language

Arts/Social Justice Magnet, South Shores Visual &

Performing Arts Magnet, the Open Magnet Charter

School, and Windsor Hills Math Science Aerospace

Magnet School. Congratulations to all stakeholders and

especially magnet parents. It wouldn’t have happened

without you.

Message from
Dr. Theodore T. Alexander, Jr.
Associate Superintendent Specially Funded & Parent/Community Programs Division

* * *

* * *

Canyon PTA and the Parents for Dixie organizations

have strong parent volunteer and fundraising compo-

nents. Their efforts have funded the hiring of a

Professional Expert for the school’s computer lab,

$30,000 for a Wonder of Reading Library match grant,

and additional hours for the school nurse. In April, par-

ents staffed a booth at the Sherman Oaks Community

Fair so that “We could talk to neighbors and community

members about our wonderful school,” explains parent

Jodi Gechtman. “The day-long event was not about rais-

ing money. It was about outreach to other parents.”
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Congratulations to
LAUSD’s Champions!

The Best in the Nation! 
El Camino High School won the 2004

United States Academic Decathlon
defeating 40 teams from the U.S. and
British Columbia in the April competition
in Boise, Idaho. The huge win is the third
national victory for the team and makes it
the second winningest “AcaDeca” school
in the country. The team won the
California title in March. Six other LAUSD
high schools finished in the top 15 in that
state competition: Taft High School (3rd
place), Granada Hills High School (4th),
Los Angeles High School (6th), Marshall
High School (7th), Reseda High School
(11th), Venice High School (14th).

The Best in the State!
Fairfax High School won the

California’s CIF Boys Division I Basketball
Championship title defeating Concord De
La Salle by a score of 51-35. It is the first
state championship for the Fairfax Lions. 

trips which help students explore different math and sci-

ences concepts to workshops on the brain and how chil-

dren learn to online research in the computer lab.” The

keynote speaker, Al Guenther, a nationally known sci-

ence presenter was also a hit. “The science was presented

in comprehensible and exciting ways,” says parent April

Adams. Parent Elena Huizar is ready to apply her new

knowledge at home. “It was fabulous. I have three chil-

dren at home and I’ve got a lot of ideas now to teach

them things. I’m very excited about what I learned in

the seminar.”

Parents took home a more complete understanding

of science and math and a little extra surprise – a DVD

player as a parting gift, purchased through a National

Science Foundation grant, and provided to parents as a

way to literally use the information they collected during

the conference. “We created DVD’s of the virtual field

trips,” explains Anna Gaiter, “and now parents can use

the DVD players to help their students better under-

stand science.”

Scientific Method, from page 3

Single-Track Four Track Concept 6

First Day of Instruction Sept. 9, 2004 July 6, 2004 July 1, 2004

Last Day of Instruction June 24, 2005 June 30, 2005 June 30, 2005

Independence Day July 5, 2004 July 5, 2004 July 5, 2004

Labor Day Sept. 6, 2004 Sept. 6, 2004 Sept. 6, 2004

Unassigned Days Sept. 16, 2004 Nov. 12, 2004 –

Veterans’ Day Nov.11, 2004 Nov.11, 2004 Nov.11, 2004

Thanksgiving Nov. 25-26, 2004 Nov. 25-26, 2004 Nov. 25-26, 2004

Winter Recess Dec. 20, ‘04–Jan. 7, ‘05 Dec. 20-31, 2004 Dec. 22-31, 2004

M.L. King Jr. Day Jan 17, 2005 Jan 17, 2005 Jan 17, 2005

Presidents’ Day Feb. 21, 2005 Feb. 21, 2005 Feb. 21, 2005

Spring Recess March 21-25, 2005 – –

Memorial Day May 30, 2005 May 30, 2005 May 30, 2005

Summer School: July 7, 2004 – August 17, 2004

Track Four-Track (90/30) Three Track (Concept 6)

A u Aug. 18, 2004 – Dec. 17, 2004
u Feb. 14, 2005 – June 30, 2005

u Aug. 26, 2004 – Dec. 21, 2004
u March 7, 2005  June 30, 2005

B u July 6, 2004 – Sept. 30, 2004
u Nov. 15, 2004 – Dec. 17, 2004
u Jan. 3, 2005 – Feb. 11, 2005
u May 10, 2005 – June 30, 2005

u July 1, 2004 – Aug. 25, 2004
u Oct. 25, 2004 – Dec. 21, 2004
u Jan. 3, 2005 – March 4, 2005
u May 2, 2005 – June 29, 2005

C u July 6, 2004 – Aug. 17, 2004
u Oct. 1, 2004 – Dec. 17, 2004
u Jan. 3, 2005 – Feb. 11, 2005
u March 28, 2005 – June 30, 2005

u July 1, 2004 – Oct. 22, 2004
u Jan 3, 2005 – April 29, 2005

D u July 6, 2004 – Nov. 10, 2004
u Jan 3, 2005 – May 9, 2005

YEAR-ROUND SCHOOLS – TRACK DATES

KEY CALENDAR DATES: 2004–2005 SCHOOL YEAR


