
Once
again we
received
tremendous
news about
how our
schools con-
tinue to
improve aca-
demically.

Elementary
school API rankings increased by
over 50 percent from last year, and
our middle and high schools also
started to show slow gains. Many more

elementary schools moved out of the lowest API rank-

ings over the past four years. Fewer schools are in the

deciles 1 and 2 and have moved up to 5 or above. This

is especially significant since the API tests were more

stringent this year. It was also rewarding to see that all

the local media gave us great coverage on these gains

this year.

On a less positive note, we are continuing to work

with our schools to solve the problems of maintaining

clean and accessible bathrooms. It is a condition that I

will no longer tolerate. On February 12th, I met with

each of our secondary school principals and plant
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managers, and all the local district superintendents to

outline a six-point plan that is to implemented imme-

diately to address these problems. More resources are

being sent to these schools – $20 million — to provide

additional personnel and increase the adult presence on

campuses. But I implore each and every one of you to

help with this. We need our parents to work with the

schools to upgrade the culture on many of our cam-

puses so the students take ownership of their school

environment.

There is a Clean Restroom Hotline: 

(800) 495-1191. 

Everyone — students, teachers, parents — is

encouraged to report areas that need repair.

I ask every parent to work with us to resolve this

problem. Our children should not have to be distracted

by dirty bathrooms. 

See ACHIEVEMENT GAP, page 3

Clean Restroom Hotline
800-495-1191
Call to Report a Dirty Restroom

The 2003-2004 school year will
grow to a full 180 days of instruc-
tion for thousands more students in
the Los Angeles Unified School
District. A new 90/30 Quarter system will replace

the current Concept 6 163-day calendar in almost

three dozen elementary schools and at least four mid-

dle schools. The pilot program will mean that students

will attend school for 90 days, then be off 30, return

for another 90 days, and be out for another 30 days. It

adds 17 days of instruction to the designated schools.

The Los Angeles Board of Education approved the

pilot plan on January 28, 2003. The Quarter system

was proposed by Superintendent Roy Romer as one

component of an effort to increase instructional time,

particularly important in middle schools where student

achievement is not improving the way it is in elemen-

tary schools. Parents are urged to check with their chil-

dren’s schools to confirm the calendar, which will go

into effect on July 1, 2003.

Check Your
Student’s Calendar!

Closing the
Achievement Gap

What began with a small
group of worried parents has
grown into a major educational
initiative in the Los Angeles
Unified School District. Teachers and

administrators have joined parents in creating a

plan called Closing the Achievement Gap, aimed at

improving the academic performance and access to

quality education for African American and all

low-performing students. The project is driven by

the need for reform revealed by low student test

scores and other measures. “African American stu-

dents are at the bottom,” says Dr. Lawrence Moore,

Chair of the Western Regional Conference on

African American Education. “A new action plan

must bring an equitable, culturally relevant educa-

tion to our children and all low-performing stu-

dents.”

Twelve parents of African American students

banded together in the San Fernando Valley three

years ago. They knew their children weren’t doing

well in school when they looked at student scores

and standardized test results. 

In June of 2002, the LA School Board

approved a resolution presented by Board mem-

ber Genethia Hayes that described African

American students as “not receiving instruction

that produces high academic achievement” and
Student scores and data are driving the individual

attention provided to students in Terri Moore’s 
class at Andasol Elementary School.
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Education is
in the headlines on
a daily basis these
days, and often the
news does not
sound good. Dramatic

budget cuts are proposed in

Sacramento that cannot be ignored in Los Angeles. Yet,

at the same time, I want you to be aware of the posi-

tive news that can be found at LAUSD schools. 

Reform plans and interventions are working!

Particularly in Title I and identified low-performing

schools, the benefits of additional in-class and after-

school intervention programs are evident. In one group

of elementary schools identified by the State as

Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools

(II/USP), 92% met all state and subgroup growth tar-

gets showing significant improvement in student

achievement. 

A record number of applications for magnet

schools was received this year. Parents chose from 160

magnet programs across the district and had the option

to exercise the Public School Choice provision of the

federal government’s “No Child Left Behind.” Parents

are also very involved in the Closing the Achievement

Gap initiative, forming committees in every local dis-

trict. A Coordinator of Human Relations and

Instructional Equity will soon join the LAUSD team to

coordinate the progress of this initiative, ensuring that

students from all ethnic backgrounds learn in a safe

and secure environment and receive the attention and

instruction they need to become successful. It’s no

longer an impossible dream; it’s a growing reality. 

Message from Dr. Theodore T. Alexander, Jr.
Associate Superintendent, Specially Funded & Parent/Community Programs Division

New Leaders 

The District Advisory Council
(DAC), representing more than
400,000 parents of children in Title I
schools elected new officers for the
2003-2004 school year. The DAC is a

state-mandated group that meets monthly to assist

schools in the planning and implementation of effec-

tive parent involvement.

LAUSD parents are welcome to attend DAC meet-

ings. Meetings, that begin at 9:00 a.m., are held on the

second Friday of every month in the auditorium of

Parent Community Services Branch, 701 Cesar E.

Chavez Avenue, Los Angeles, 90012. 

District Advisory Council Elects
Officers for 2003-04 School Year

Michael Caldwell Chairperson

Edwin Ramirez 1st Vice Chairperson

Herlinda Donis 2nd Vice Chairperson

Ramona Smith 3rd Vice Chairperson

Mariam Escobar Secretary

Betty Glenn Assistant Secretary

Aba Ramirez Parliamentarian

Maggie Houston Assistant Parliamentarian

Josefina Chavez Public Relations Officer

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR THE MOST 

IMPORTANT PARENT CONFERENCE OF THE YEAR.

Seventh Annual Parent Summit
Los Angeles Convention Center

Saturday, May 3, 2003

Sponsored by the Los Angeles Unified School
District, Parent Collaborative, District Advisory

Council, and the District English Learners
Advisory Council.

Presenting the latest instructional programs and
parenting strategies that you can use to help

your child grow and learn successfully.

• Dozens of interesting and interactive 
workshops led by experts in their fields

• Top LAUSD leaders and administrators
• Free registration, breakfast and lunch

Translation and bus transportation provided.

Your local school has registration forms 
and bus schedules.

See You There!
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Family Fun for Free
North Hollywood Arts Festival – This

two-day festival celebrates the performing and visual

arts with workshops and live theater, dancing, music,

art exhibits and plenty of activities for the whole family. 

Walking Tour of Los Angeles – Explore

this architecturally and culturally diverse city on foot!

The USC Department of Geography and the Los

Angeles Conservancy both provide self-guided walking

tours of various regions of Los Angeles. Access their

websites and print the maps and information and then

make a day of it. This is a way for the whole family to

learn more about the city and enjoy sights rarely seen

from a pedestrian vantage point. Go to: 

<www.laconservancy.org/tours/downtown/index.shtml>

or <www.usc.edu/dept/geography/losangeles/lawalk/>

for maps and directions or call the LA Conservancy at

(213) 623-2489 for information on their guided tours.

These aren’t free and reservations are required, but they

cover many different areas of the city.

Ralph M. Parsons Discovery Center –
The Discovery Center is part of the Natural History

Museum of L.A. County and is an exhibit hall filled

with experiential multi-sensory learning in natural his-

tory and science. It gives parents and kids the opportu-

nity to see, smell and touch objects that are normally

behind glass in the rest of the museum. From live ani-

mals to skeletons to fossils, the Discovery Center has

something for everyone. One weekend day a month,

there is specialty family programming. Also, be sure to

check out the Natural History Museum’s new exhibit

on chocolate!

Achievement Gap, from page 1

called for “a culturally relevant education” that would.

Dr. Theodore T. Alexander, Jr. was named to lead the

design of an action plan. That action plan includes new

training for teachers, instructional strategies and goals

for students, parents, and community members.

Implementation has begun. 

In its first year at Andasol Elementary School, the

program has led to a closer examination of student

work and tests scores. “We look hard at the progress of

each child,” says Principal Jacqueline Howard. “When

teachers see that a student is struggling, they arrange

for extra help and talk with his parents about how to

help at home.” The role of parents is crucial to success.

Fourteen action steps for parents are included in the

plan, and groups are forming across LAUSD to spur

Closing the Achievement Gap. Retired Congressman

Augustus Hawkins said of the effort, “Black children

are the proxy for what ails American education in gen-

eral. And so, as we fashion solutions which help black

children, we fashion solutions which help all children.” 

Fifth grader Omar Matute is
poised and proud as he describes to
the Los Angeles School Board why
student work and test scores at his
school have improved so much. “Our

teachers are great,” he reports. We discuss objectives

and standards. We use rubrics and criteria charts to

grade our work.” Board members applauded Omar’s

description of the success of standards-based instruc-

tion at Barrett Elementary School. Barrett’s API score

soared by 52 points last year to 599.

Barrett’s success is not an isolated example.

Program improvement is becoming the rule in the Los

Angeles Unified School District, not the exception.

According to LAUSD’s SB IX Unit

Director Harry Gerst, “More than

$141 million dollars have been

awarded to District low-performing

schools under the Public Schools

Accountability Act since 1999, and

the results exemplify how seriously

our schools are committed to

reform. Look at the highlights.” 

• 330 schools out of 339 identi-

fied as underperforming by

the state have shown 

substantial improvement in

the past two years.

• 99% of identified elementary

schools met or exceeded state growth targets.

• No LAUSD schools are under SB IX state 

sanctions this year. 

SB IX: 2002-2003 is a Good Year

WHEN
May 17–18,2003
11:00 am–8pm

WHERE

NoHo Theater and Arts District –
Lankershim Blvd between Chandler
and Magnolia in North Hollywood.

COST Admission and Parking are FREE

WHEN
Tuesdays–Sundays
10:00 am–5:00 pm

WHERE

Natural History Museum of 
LA County, 900 Exposition Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90007
(213) 763-3559

COST

FREE 1st Tuesday of the month.
Adult: $8.00
Seniors (62+): $5.50
Students 
(18 and over w/ID) $5.50
Children (5–12) $2.00
Children (under 5) FREE

Barrett Elementary School has been in the Ten

Schools Program for fifteen years. Teachers attribute

the growth of student achievement to focused profes-

sional development, regular grade level meetings, and

“great” attendance by students, according to Principal

Precious Robinson. She calls student success a collabo-

rative effort by teachers, staff, students and parents.

Robyn Lilley has three children attending Barrett and

works with school parents at weekly meetings. “They

learn about Open Court, the standards, and receive

materials that they can use to assist their children’s

learning at home,” she reports. “We know our test

scores will continue to increase this year as well.” 

For more information about Closing the

Achievement Gap, look online at

<http://sfpc.lausd.k12.ca.us/cre/>

Improving student achievement has become a
collaborative effort at Barrett School, as parents (L-R)
Betty Montgomery and Sylvia Hernandez, teacher’s
assistant Mrs. Figueroa, and teacher Ann Sessions

work with students daily.
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Something to Write Home About

“My son is a very smart boy.
He loves math … and is

very attentive in school … but he
does not like to write. … I would
like to know if anyone has any ideas
that I could use with him?” asks
LAUSD parent Elizabeth Contreras.

Helping students learn to write better is a daunting

task for many parents who often doubt the quality of

their own writing skills. However, strong written com-

munication is an essential skill for everyone to have.

“There are many activities that parents can do to help

their children learn to write better,” says Luz Cotto,

English Learner Coordinator for Local District H. To

that end, here are some practical tips and suggestions

for students of all ages.

• Read, read, read and read some more. The more

students read, the better their understanding of

how to write well.

• Encourage your children to read aloud to you,

whether it’s from the cereal box at breakfast, a post

card you send them from work, their school text-

books, or a magazine on their outside interests.

• Have your child describe a visit or special event

you both participated in and write down what they

say, then read it back to them word for word so

you are both participating in the process.

• Encourage your child to write down their daily

thoughts, stories they think of or observations on

what they see around them. Ask them to write a

letter to the maker of their favorite toy, author of

their favorite book or manager of their favorite

restaurant or entertainment venue expressing their

appreciation or concerns. Writing about things that

interest children will help them be more willing to

write when it is assigned. 

Parent to Parents 

We are thrilled with the first
response by LAUSD parents to
Parent to Parents. Many wrote to us
to describe effective ways that they
are making a difference in the
education of their children. The
Communications Subcommittee of
the Parent Collaborative chose the
article below for this column and
will publish five others online so
that families across the District can
share other good ideas. To read
those letters go to

<http://www.lausd.net/pcsb>
and click on Parent to Parents.

Your columnist is Amparo
Sanchez, the mother of three
children. Her older daughter is in
college, her younger daughter is a
senior at Elizabeth Learning Center,
and her son is 14. 

“I am a single mom of three children and spend as

much time as possible (quality time) with them without

thinking twice. I’ve looked for university programs close

by where they could get help in the areas they were

behind. I take them to big libraries where they could find

enough materials to do their homework. 

I am not a professional, but I never miss parent-

teacher conferences, open house or any other school meet-

ings. I always volunteer at their after-school activities,

and I am still taking children to different activities. At

home, TV is limited. They always have attention, food,

clean clothes, paper, pencils, paints, etc. They almost never

miss school. Health is important also, so they are always

on time with their shots, doctor, and dentist appoint-

ments. I joined programs such as ‘Compadres y

Comadres,’ support groups, nutrition programs, and train-

ings. 

I am attending college to get a degree in child devel-

opment. I have always found time for everything by keep-

ing a calendar handy with the slogan of ‘everyting I start,

I must finish.’ Always ask parents if they can share rides,

childcare, tutoring, etc. No child is born educated nor

with instructions. We are their first teachers, so let’s give

them the best example possible, dedicate time with them,

give them lots of love, understanding and tenderness.”

The mailbox is open for the next
Parent to Parents submission.
Describe your parent involvement
strategy in an article of about 200
words. Tell us how you use it, how
your child has improved, and any
comments that will be a guide to
other parents. Mail or fax the
article, in any language, with your
name, school, phone number and 
e-mail address if you have one to:

Parent to Parents

Parent Community Services Branch
701 Cesar E. Chavez Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90012
Fax: 213-626-4644

• Ask your child to read aloud what they’ve

written. Hearing the words often gives a

better perspective on what the sentences

actually say.

• Keep plenty of writing materials around

the house so that momentum is never lost

in the hunt for a notebook or pen.

• Children enjoy using the computer, so the

chance to use it to write is an extra incen-

tive to spend time with this technology.

Taft High School won the 2003
LAUSD Academic Decathlon.
Los Angeles High School won the
Super Quiz event. Marshall, El
Camino Real, North Hollywood,
Reseda, Palisades Charter, Venice,
and San Pedro High Schools
earned wild card status. All
competed in the state contest in
Modesto in March.

Congratulations!
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Spotlight on Parent Involvement
At Gage Middle School, PESA and TIPS are drawing parents to

classes aimed at teaching them how to help their children succeed in school.

Organized and taught by Gage parent and Community Representative Norma Garcia,

trainings with these two unusual names are held four mornings a week. “Many par-

ents can’t come at night because they work,” she explains just before a PESA class. “It

stands for Parent Expectations Support Achievement, and teaches parents how to

coach and encourage their kids,” she says. She uses role-playing with parents playing

both themselves and their child in various teaching/learning scenarios. “I don’t just

talk to them,” Norma adds. “We let them see themselves in situations with their

kids.” TIPS means Teachers Involve Parents in Schoolwork. Norma shows teachers

and parents how they can help facilitate the parent/student learning rela-

tionship at home. “We talk to teachers about having their stu-

dents share their homework assignments with their par-

ents so that they will know what their children are

doing in school and how they can participate in

their children’s education.”

What began as a conversation between two moms on the schoolyard at

Castle Heights School has become a successful, monthly bilingual play-

group for pre-school age children. “We want to make our school a welcoming place

for everyone,” explains co-founder Olga Gonzalez as her three-year old shares play-

dough with Ingrid Fey’s two sons who is in kindergarten. About half of Castle

Heights students are Hispanic. Yet, they and their families didn’t participate in after-

school or parent activities in those numbers. “The playgroup is bridging the gap

between the groups,” explains Mrs. Fey. “We were awarded a grant to pay for sup-

plies.” During Camino a la Collegio, the children enjoy play time, story hour, and

crafts, sharing fun and learning in English and Spanish. Recently, playgroup parents

began translating homework for each other in order to make it easier for

those with limited English language to help their children with

assignments. 

More than 700 parents from

every local district in LAUSD partic-

ipated in the annual Conference of

the District Advisory
Council (DAC) in

December. The theme was

“Knowledgeable Parents:

Successful Children.” The annu-

al event, held at the LAX

Marriott Hotel, had as its goal to

inform and empower parent lead-

ers from every Title I school in the

District. More than two dozen

workshops offered information in

topics ranging from student safety to

special education to standards-based

instruction in math, with special sessions

devoted to No Child Left Behind, the new fed-

eral education legislation. 

Parents in the Lincoln/Wilson Families

of Schools are gaining technological skills,

along with computers, as part of a pro-

gram sponsored by District F,
Gateway Computers and the

Division of Adult and Career

Education. “I’ve got 100 parents

signed up for the Connectese!

With Technology program,” says

teacher Helen Rodriguez. The

program, in its second year,

offers daily computer classes to

parents over the course of a year.

They learn everything from Word

Processing to Internet navigation,

and at the end of the year are loaned

a computer and printer to take home.

The focus of the program is teaching

parents to use computers in order to help

their children learn. The program will

expand into the Belmont family of schools.

The conversation was lively and informative as nearly 100 parents,

students, administrators, and community members from Crenshaw High
School sat down together for the First Awareness Decision-Making Program held

on February 15th. Hosted by the Community Parents of Crenshaw (CPC) and the

Chanda Smith Educational Alliance, the discussion focused on standards-based

instruction, special education issues, and literacy for secondary students. David

Hayes, CPC founder, said, “We want parents to feel that Crenshaw is their school

where they can get answers and guidance for their students and themselves.” Parents

asked district leaders to explain issues like the California High School Exit Exams and

how to help their teens at home. Brochures on the rights of Title I children were also

distributed. “The response was so good that we hope to hold another Awareness

Program in the spring,” added Mr. Hayes.

Thanks to the hard work of parents at Dorsey High
School, Sustained Silent Reading has become a regular part of campus

life. Each day, all students and staff stop what they’re doing and read for 20 minutes.

Nothing interrupts this school-wide effort at increasing reading and literacy. The

biggest challenge the Dorsey program faced initially, however, was providing reading

materials to their students. So parent volunteers jumped in and solved the problem.

“The parents were instrumental in collecting and distributing the reading materials as

well as eliciting donations to the school,” explains Dorsey Principal Dr. Evelyn

Mahmud. People wishing to give books and magazines can contact the Parent Center.

This effort is not only helping students read, but has led to increased parent involve-

ment throughout the school.
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The CAT’s out of the Bag

Beginning this spring, LAUSD
students will embark upon a

familiar regimen of standardized
testing, with one significant change.
Instead of the Stanford 9 exam, which they have taken

for the past 5 years, students will be evaluated using the

California Achievement Test, Version 6 (CAT/6), a stan-

dards-based test, which experts say is more in line with

standards California students are accountable for. 

The test, which is a component of the Academic

Performance Index (API), still measures student profi-

ciency in English, Language Arts, and Math. This year, a

science section will be field-tested as well. The test will

also become less of an indicator within the API as the

California Standards Test and California High School

Exit Exam begin to carry more weight.

The changes mean an increased focus on learning

standards the tests are designed to measure. This doesn’t

mean teaching to the test, but making sure students are

prepared to show knowledge of the standards demanded

by their daily education in California. “Teachers focus

on teaching concepts and standards,” explains Dale

Petrulis, Director of Instructional Support Services for

District G. “These are now layered from grade to grade

and don’t demand mastery after a single year.” Students

are introduced to new concepts far in advance of the

academic years in which they are expected to show mas-

tery of them on standardized tests. Instruction has less

to do with the SAT9 or CAT/6 and more with increas-

ing learning and student achievement.

Single Track April 28 – May 9

Three Track

Track A: May 19 – June 2

Track B: May 19 – June 2

Track C: March 24 - April 4

Four Track

Track A: May 19 – June 2

Track B: May 19 – June 2

Track C: May 19 – June 2

Track D: March 31 – April 11

Elementary and Middle School

High School

Single Track, Magnet,

Comprehensive,

AEWC, Continuation

and Opportunity:

May 12 – May 23

Three Track:

Track A: May 19 – June 2

Track B: May 19 – June 2

Track C: March 24  – April 4

Testing Dates

It’s Testing Time Again.
You Can Help!

Beginning in March, LAUSD
students will begin the annual
process of standardized testing.
Along with the new CAT/ 6, students will be taking the

California Standards Tests and high school students will

take the California High School Exit Exam. In order to

support your child through this often stressful time, here

are some tips to help the whole family weather testing

season:

• Research the standards and meet with your child’s

teacher. The tests are based on the California State

standards, as well as the skills and knowledge

children in specific grade levels are expected to

know. Finding out more about the standards will

give you a sense of these expectations. The

California Department of Education website,

<www.cde.ca.gov/statetests/star/resources/blueprints

.html> has a list of the standards, as well as

examples from the California Standards Tests.

• Be aware of test dates and times. There is a list

printed on this page of the Parent Press, but also be

sure to talk to your child’s teacher about times

when the test will be taken.

• Talk to your child about the test. Help him/her to

understand the importance of it without making

her or him feel intimidated.

• Continue normal homework and review activities.

These tests are related to what your child has been

doing throughout the year, so any normal

homework help or review that you do together will

help your student to feel more confident going

into the standardized tests.

• Make sure that your child gets a good night’s sleep

prior to the tests and eats a nutritious breakfast.

Has the Red Team
Visited Your School?

When a Red Team rolls up to a
low-performing school, the message
is clear. “We’re here to determine what is not work-

ing and how to improve academic achievement for all

students, ” explains Sue Shannon, LAUSD’s Assistant

Superintendent of Instructional Support Services. The

Teams have evaluated 18 underperforming LAUSD

schools as part of a program to get a head start on

reform before the State of California intervenes with

monitoring or sanctions. 

Red Team Audits were proposed by Superintendent

Roy Romer. In 2001, when the state identified ten

LAUSD schools as seriously low performing, Supt.

Romer welcomed the state scrutiny. But he also asked,

“Why aren’t we doing our own audits first?” The proac-

tive response to his question is a partnership between

LAUSD, the local districts, and the Los Angeles County

Office of Education who designed a process that begins

when a team of auditors examines a school and ends

with a plan of corrective action based on the team’s

observations that is followed by quarterly monitoring.

The Red Team (with as many as 25 members)

spends three intense days at a school, visiting every

classroom, talking with parents, students, teachers,

administrators, and classified employees, and looking at

assessment data and student work. “Parents play a big

role in our audits,” adds Maria Elena Rico, Coordinator

of the Red Team Audits. An open meeting for all par-

ents and community members is held during the three

days. The Red Team concludes the observation with a

report listing three to five areas that must change. The

local district then provides resources to support a cor-

rective action plan. “It’s an enormous benefit to the

school to have an outside perspective that provides spe-

cific feedback for improvement,” says Mrs. Rico.


