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Los Angeles Unified School District Conference Presentation on Federal Funding
Opportunities for Schools, January 5, 2001

1. Funding News

Thursday, December 21, 2000,  Congress & the President agreed on a budget for the
Departments of Education, Labor and Health and Human Services that provides the
largest ever annual funding increase for education. The appropriations bill provides a
$6.5 billion (or 18 percent) increase for the Department of Education, the largest ever and
a 76 percent increase since 1993.

The appropriations bill for the Department of Education in 2001 includes:

-- $846 million for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program for after-
school programs, a $396 million (or 88 percent) increase over last year

-- $295 million for GEAR UP, a $95 million increase over last year, a new program
designed to help disadvantaged students prepare for college

-- $730 million for TRIO, a $85 million increase over last year, a school-to-college
transition program for disadvantaged youth

 -- $65 million for Community Technology Centers, a $32 million increase over last
year, a program designed to help close the digital divide

-- $125 million for Preparing Tomorrow's Teachers to Use Technology, a $50 million
increase over last year, a program designed to increase the number of technology-
proficient teachers

-- $210 million for Comprehensive School Reform Demonstrations, a $40 million
increase over last year, a program designed to help demonstrate and disseminate models
of school reform

The bill also provides for Department of Labor funding, including:

-- $275 million for Youth Opportunity Grants to provide comprehensive employment
and training assistance to out-of-school young people in high poverty areas

For additional program information, see the budget tables showing amounts
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appropriated for specific programs & activities of the Department (including state tables):
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OUS/budnews.html#FY2001

2. Program Information

Information on key ED grant programs:

-- $125 million for Preparing Tomorrow's Teachers to Use Technology, a $50 million
increase over last year, a program designed to increase the number of technology-
proficient teachers

Preparing Tomorrow's Teachers to Use Technology  A national teacher preparation
reform initiative to ensure that all future teachers are technology-proficient educators
who are well prepared to teach 21st Century students. This past year, a new FY2000
competition awarded $45 million for 115 Implementation grants averaging $320,000 a
year for three years that support colleges, schools, and state agencies that are
implementing program innovations to prepare technology-proficient educators; and 12
Catalyst grants averaging $570,000 a year for three years to support national, regional, or
state consortia with the expertise to stimulate large-scale teacher preparation
improvements. For more information visit the Web site at http://www.ed.gov/teachtech/

-- $295 million for GEAR UP, a $95 million increase over last year, a new program
designed to help disadvantaged students prepare for college

GEAR UP  (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs)
 A long-range early college preparation and awareness program that gives low-income
students and their families pathways to college by partnering middle and high schools
with colleges, businesses and community organizations or through State-administered
programs. In FY1999, over 670 applications were received representing over 4,500 local
partnerships and an estimated 1 out of 5 colleges. For more information visit the Web site
at: http://www.ed.gov/gearup

-- $846 million for the 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program for after-
school programs, a $396 million (or 88 percent) increase over last year

21st Century Community Learning Centers   Provides three-year grants to school-
community partnerships to keep inner-city and rural public schools open after
school, weekends and summers as safe havens for enhanced learning. This year, a new
competition was held to award $186 million to 310 new grantees to fund 1,500 schools
and community centers.  For more information visit the Web site at
http://www.ed.gov/21stcclc/

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OUS/budnews.html#FY2001
http://www.ed.gov/teachtech/
http://www.ed.gov/gearup
http://www.ed.gov/21stcclc/
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-- $65 million for Community Technology Centers, a $32 million increase over last
year, a program designed to help close the digital divide

Community Technology Centers  Expands access to information technology and
learning services through the creation of computer learning facilities in low-income
communities. The technology at these centers is used for pre-school preparation,
workforce development, after-school enrichment, and adult and continuing education.
Grants are for three years. This year, $21 million grants were awarded to 93 new
grantees, and 40 grantees received continuation funding. For more information visit the
Web site at http://www.ed.gov/offices/OVAE/CTC

-- $125 million for a new Smaller Learning Communities program

Smaller Learning Communities Initiative  This new program funds will be used for
competitive grants to local educational agencies to plan, develop, and implement smaller
learning communities for students in large high schools. Strategies may include such
activities as creating schools within schools and career academies, restructuring the
school day, developing teacher advisory systems, and implementing other innovations
designed to create a more personalized high school experience for students, improve
student achievement, and reduce violence.  For more information, contact Todd May at
(202) 260-0960 or Kathy Silva at (202) 260-2598.

-- $210 million for Comprehensive School Reform Demonstrations, a $40 million
increase over last year, a program designed to help demonstrate and disseminate models
of school reform

Comprehensive School Reform Demonstration  Helps raise student achievement by
assisting public schools across the country to implement effective, comprehensive school
reforms that are based on reliable research and effective practices, and include an
emphasis on basic academics and parental involvement. The Comprehensive School
Reform Demonstration provides funding to states, which in turn make competitive
discretionary grants to local school districts on behalf of individual schools that are ready
to adopt comprehensive reforms. More than 1,750 schools have already received funding
to participate in the program, which provides grants of at least $50,000 that are renewable
for up to three years. This past year new State grant competitions funded approximately
1,000 new schools.  Schools should contact their state educational agencies for
information about application deadlines and application materials. For more information
visit the Web site at: http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/compreform

-- $1.6 billion for a Class-size Reduction Initiative (a $323 million, or 25 percent,
increase over last year) to stay on track to hire 100,000 new teachers to reduce class sizes
in the early grades.

Class-Size Reduction   Helps school districts hire 100,000 teachers over 7 years to
reduce class sizes in grades K-3 to a nationwide average of 18. Districts may also spend a

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OVAE/CTC
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/compreform
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percentage of funds on professional development activities for new and current teachers.
This year $1.3 billion will fund 50 states and territories.  State funding is distributed to
school districts based 80 percent on poverty and 20 percent on school enrollment. School
districts apply to states for funds as part of their ESEA Title VI applications.  For more
information visit the Web site at http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/ClassSize/

Public Charter Schools  These funds help charter schools meet start-up costs associated
with creating their new public schools, such as developing curriculum, purchasing
equipment, or providing professional development for teachers. Provides funds
to states, which then award sub-grants to charter school developers, and to eligible
schools in states that do not apply. A school can receive start-up grant funds for up to
three years. States can also distribute up to 10 percent of their total grant via
"dissemination grants" to successful charter schools with at least three years of
experience.  Charter schools can use dissemination grants to assist other groups opening
new schools or to help existing schools implement practices the charter school has
demonstrated to be successful. This past year, a new competition awarded $16 million to
4 new state grantees and 37 individual charter schools. For more information visit the
Web site at http://www.uscharterschools.org

Technology Literacy Challenge Fund  Provides funds to states, which award 95 percent
as sub-grants to districts to help carry out state and local education technology plans. This
year $425 million was awarded to 50 states, DC, Puerto Rico and the territories that in
turn hold competitions to select approximately 3,200 school districts to receive funds.
Funds are used to achieve goals in four areas: teacher training, modern computers,
connecting every classroom to the information superhighway and incorporating effective
and engaging software and on-line resources into the curriculum. States and districts have
substantial discretion over the use of funds to meet the needs identified in their
technology plans.  Awards within states range from several thousand to several million
dollars in size. Many have focused substantial effort on professional development. For
more information contact your State coordinator, listed at
http://ed.gov/Technology/stregcntcts.html or visit the Web site at:
http://www.ed.gov/Technology/TLCF/

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/ClassSize/
http://www.uscharterschools.org
http://ed.gov/Technology/stregcntcts.html
http://www.ed.gov/Technology/TLCF/

