
Spanish 2
Lesson Plan



"Viaje a �"

Subject:
• Foreign Language: Spanish

Level:
• Grades 10-12

Abstract:
• In this lesson, students in pairs will research information about a visit to a

city in a Spanish speaking country. The students will use guidelines
provided by the teacher to gather enough data to be able to plan:
• a budget trip,
• a moderately priced trip,
• and a first-class trip to the designated city.

• Using the information gathered in the research phase, students will create
a spreadsheet in Microsoft Excel to compare and contrast prices.

• After finishing the spreadsheets, students will write a one-page
persuasive letter in Spanish explaining their choice of destination and the
options available for the trip.

Invitation:
This year our school has been very lucky to receive a major travel-
funding grant from a large internationally known foundation. This
foundation will be awarding 10 pairs of students with money to travel to a
specific location in a Spanish speaking country. The purpose of these
grants is to allow the students to study the language and culture of the
chosen location. This is a wonderful opportunity, but there are a few
details that must be explained.

The foundation will not be giving the same amount to each pair of
students. The amount of each individual grant will depend on the country
visited, the students� plan of study, and the money available. This means
that the grants are competitive. Some grants will be funded for a very
minimal amount of money and other grants will be more generous. The
amount of these grants will be determined by how well your persuasive
letter is written.



Therefore, each group will need to investigate the cost of the trip. Also,
you will need to justify your choice of location. Since the grants are not
necessarily limited to a specific dollar amount, you will be required to
come up with three different budgets.

1. A very low-cost, �hungry student� budget
2. A moderately priced budget
3. And a luxurious, first-class, do-it-all and have a good time budget

 
The trip will be funded for two weeks. During that time period, you should
plan to spend as much time as possible immersing yourself in the culture
and language. Therefore, you will need to look into information about
things like tours, schools, museums, and side trips.

I will be giving you a worksheet, so you will have some guidelines as to
what data to collect and how to present it to the grant committee. By the
time you are finished, you will have created three spreadsheets to show
possible budget scenarios.

In addition, you must write a cover letter to justify your expenditures to
the foundation.

Situations:
• Where: The initial presentation of the project will be done in class. After

that, the research section can be done in the classroom, in a computer
lab, in the library, or at home depending on the resources available to the
students in the class. It is highly recommended that the spreadsheet and
cover letter be done in class, so that all students are using the same
version of the software.

• When: The majority of the research work (depending on facilities and
equipment) should be done outside of class time. The actual setting up
and typing of the project should be done in class.

• How Long: The project extends over two to three weeks from start to
finish.

Tasks:
• Task 1:

Students listen to the invitation for this lesson.

• Task 2:
Students go over the instructions on worksheet one with the teacher to
check for comprehension.



• Task 3:
Students are assigned a partner to work with for the project.

• Task 4:
Students choose a country and city to research. More than one team can
research the same country, but each team must choose a different city
within the country.

• Task 5:
Students research the information needed to write up report. Each week
the students research two to three sections assigned by the teacher.

• Task 6:
Students fill out three worksheets for low-cost, moderately priced, and
luxury trips.

• Task 7:
Students turn in the worksheets for review by the teacher. The teacher
reviews the worksheets for accuracy and authenticity.

• Task 8:
Using the information from the worksheets, students prepare their
spreadsheets.

• Task 9:
Students print up their spreadsheets and turn them in to the teacher.

• Task 10:
After the spreadsheets are returned to the students, the students prepare
a one-page persuasive letter for the grant committee. The students
should use language that is active rather than passive voice and should
include supporting evidence for their arguments.

• Task 11:
Students form small groups of four made up of students from two
different teams to read the letter out loud and do a peer review. Students
write down the comments and suggestions of the other students of the
group. Students should focus on constructive, positive comments that
improve the logic, coherence, word choice, and tone of the letter.

• Task 12:
Students type up the persuasive letter using Microsoft Word.

• Task 13:
Students edit the persuasive letter by changing the Spell and Grammar
Check to Spanish.



• Task 14:
Students print and turn in the final version of the �Viaje a �� This will
include the persuasive letter and the three spreadsheets.

• Task 15:
Students will store the final draft of the �Viaje a �� in their electronic
portfolios.

Interactions:
• Full Class: 

• Read the invitation.
• Go over the instruction for the assignment and check for

comprehension.
• Assign partners for the work.

• Partners: 
• Choose a country and city to research.
• Divide up the research work to be done.
• Fill out the worksheets for the three different types of trips.
• Type up and print the spreadsheets.
• Write the first draft of the persuasive letter.
• Type up the second draft of the persuasive letter. This is best done

with one person typing and the second person serving as �editor�. This
becomes especially important when Microsoft Word recommends
several alternative spellings.

• Print up final copy for teacher review and grade.

• Small Group: 
• Present the first draft of the persuasive letter. Solicit comments and

suggestions from the other students.

• Individual:
• Save a final copy of the �Viaje a �� in the student�s individual

electronic portfolio.



Standards:
Language Arts: Writing

1.0 Writing Strategies

Organization and Focus

1.1 Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that
conveys a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and
maintain a consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of
writing.

1.2 Use precise language, action verbs, � appropriate modifiers, and
the active rather than the passive voice.

Research and Technology

1.3 Use clear research questions and suitable research methods
(e.g., library, electronic media, personal interview) to elicit and
present evidence� 

1.4 Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition
through supporting evidence.

1.8 Design and publish documents by using advanced publishing
software and graphic programs

Evaluation and Revision

1.9 Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the
organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word
choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience,
purpose, and formality of the context.

2.0 Writing Applications

2.4 Write persuasive compositions:
a. Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained and logical

fashion.

Language Arts: Written and Oral English Language Conventions

1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions

Manuscript Form

1.4 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct
use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization.

History-Social Science: Principles of Economics

12.1 Students understand common economic terms and concepts and
economic reasoning.



Science: Investigation and Experimentation

1. Scientific progress is made by asking meaningful questions and
conducting careful investigations�

a. Select and use appropriate tools and technology (such as�
spreadsheets�) to� analyze relationships, and display data.

Assessment:
• Project Assessment: This project should be assessed using the

appropriate level of Spanish as determined by the Foreign Language
Department.

• Persuasive Letter: Use Sample Writing Rubric.

Tools:
• Microsoft Office 2000 with access to the original CD or the network
• Printer
• Access to computers, the Internet, and/or library resources

Project Tips and Alternatives:
• Tip #1:

The teacher should be familiar with all procedures before the lesson is
taught. It only takes a few minutes to go over each procedure in the step
sheets and the lesson will go much smoother.

• Tip #2:
This lesson is best done over several weeks. Each week a particular
section or sections of the spreadsheet can be researched

• Tip #3:
After researching specific information for the worksheet, it is helpful to
come together as a class and review. The class should discuss where the
information was found, how difficult it was to find the information, and
the quality of the information found.

• Tip #4:
Think carefully about what limits on font (Times New Roman, Verdana,
Wingdings 3�), font size (recommend 12 or 14 pts.), and font style
(regular, bold, italic, and/or bold italic) are acceptable to the instructor.
Some of these can be very difficult to read.



• Tip #5:
This lesson could be further expanded to include a Microsoft PowerPoint
presentation in Spanish.

• Tip #6:
Teach your students to save documents and spreadsheets often. This will
save you and the students a lot of time and grief.

• Tip #7:
Check to make sure that all Internet resources are up to date and
functioning.

Attachments:
• "Research for Viaje a�"
• "Países de Habla Español"
• "Gastos"
• "Sample Writing Rubric"
• "Step Sheet: Creating a Persuasive Letter"
• "Step Sheet: Typing Spanish Characters in Microsoft Office" 
• "Step Sheet: Creating a Data Table" 
• "Step Sheet: Changing the Spelling and Grammar Check"

Web Resources - Content: 
These web resources were current as of the writing of this unit. As is the
nature of the World Wide Web, they may have been moved, renamed or
deleted by the date of publication.

• Dictionaries: http://www.yourdictionary.com/ � Site has a number of
dictionaries.

• Spanish -> English dictionary:
http://dictionaries.travlang.com/SpanishEnglish/ � Basic dictionary
with limited vocabulary for translating from Spanish to English.

• English -> Spanish dictionary:
http://dictionaries.travlang.com/EnglishSpanish/ � Basic dictionary
with limited vocabulary for translating from English to Spanish.

• Online Spanish Grammar Tutorial:
http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm � This is a free online
service. Useful as a supplement to class work. 

• Microsoft Word Web resources:
http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/lausd/offices/itd/cti/html/rsrce_word.html
� Great resource of linked sites.

http://www.yourdictionary.com/
http://dictionaries.travlang.com/SpanishEnglish/
http://dictionaries.travlang.com/EnglishSpanish/
http://www.studyspanish.com/tutorial.htm
http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/lausd/offices/itd/cti/html/rsrce_word.html


• Country Information: http://www.infoplease.com/countries.html,
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/,
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html � These are all sites
associated with statistical information about countries.

• Gas Prices: http://www.zietlow.com/gtz/fuel.pdf
• Airline Prices: http://www.orbitz.com/, http://www.aa.com/, and

http://www.united.com/

Web Resources � Excel:
• A list of linked web resources for Excel can be found on the Excel

Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
• Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.

http://www.infoplease.com/countries.html
http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cshome.html
http://www.zietlow.com/gtz/fuel.pdf
http://www.orbitz.com/
http://www.aa.com/
http://www.united.com/
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