
World History
Lesson Plan



�Revolutions�

Subject:

• History-Social Science: World History-The Ages of Revolutions- A look
at the French Revolution

Level:

• Grade 10

Abstract:

In this unit, students will create a newsletter about the French Revolution.
Articles in the newsletter will reflect an understanding of the raise of
democracy as a means to protect the rights of the individual and to what
extent France went to secure those rights. Students will create a Venn
diagram listing the reason America and France went to war so that they can
visually see the shared goals for the common people of those countries and
begin to realize that all people deserve these same rights.

Invitation:

When rioting citizens of France destroyed the Bastille, they
discovered within its records this mysterious entry � �prisoner
64389000, the man in the iron mask�. The identity of the
prisoner has forever remained a mystery.

Alexander Dumas wrote a fictional story about The Man in the Iron
Mask, based on fact about a man who lived for many years without
removing this iron mask.  Who was he?  And what does this have to
do with the French Revolution that happened 100 years later?

Situations:

• Where: Students will complete this course work in the classroom, in a
computer lab, and at home.

• When: Students will study this unit during the first semester of 10th

grade or during a unit of thematic study of the teacher�s choosing.

How long: Five (5) school days. This unit may take longer, depending on
how long it takes students to complete the Newsletter.  Removing the Video
and condensing the requirements of the Newsletter will shorten the unit. 



Tasks:

• Task 1:
Students view part of The Man In The Iron Mask (Leonardo DiCaprio,
1998, MGM from 1:40 to 1:50). This should be used give the students an
understanding of what life was like under an Absolute Monarch.

Teacher explains the story of The Man in the Iron Mask and tells students
about the Bastille using the Bastille PowerPoint presentation. 

Teacher explains that while the French Revolution happened during the
reign of Louis XVI, the conditions that created a need for it began under
Louis XIV, the Sun King.

Homework: Students will review reading material related to the reasons
why the peasant and middle classes of France revolted against Absolute
Monarchy. Write two short articles (2-3 paragraphs) in your own words
summarizing separate events in this reading.  You must include one of
the words from vocabulary list in each of the paragraphs. Words must be
used in the correct context. 

• Task 2:
Partner teams go through the Step Sheet on using a Microsoft Word
template. 

• Task 3:
Partner teams open the newsletter template, and save it with a new
name (Jones-Smith newsletter).

• Task 4:
Partner teams go to www.ditto.com or other web sites and copy a picture
of Napoleon or other individuals connected to the Revolution. Artwork
from artists of the period such as Jacque-Louis David, Gericault or others
might be used.

Homework: Students should read materials from websites on the
timelines of different revolutions. Write two short articles (2-3
paragraphs) in your own words summarizing separate events in this
reading.  You must include in each of the paragraphs one of the words
from vocabulary list that is found in this reading section. Words must be
used in appropriate context.

• Task 5:
Topics of the day: Three estates, Estates General, National Assembly,
Tennis Court Oath, and the Storming of the Bastille.

http://www.ditto.com/


Teacher shows students slide 2 of the French Revolution presentation and
asks them what they think it shows. (The three estates, with the third
class holding up the other two classes). Class discusses about equality,
government, taxes, etc).

Teacher shows PowerPoint slides, giving background information about
the topics of the day. 

Homework Students should compare the Declarations of the Rights of
Man to the American Declaration of Independence. (See attached web
resources) Write two short articles (2-3 paragraphs) in your own words
summarizing separate events in this reading. Words must be used in
appropriate context.

• Task 6:
Topics of the day: Declaration of the Rights of Man 

Students will review Handout on the Declaration of the Rights of Man or
review web site. http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/rightsof.htm 

 Students give feedback on the meaning of the word, �declaration�.

• Task 7:
Teacher and students discuss the meaning of the words and principles of
the Declaration of Independence and the Declaration of the Rights of
Man.   How do these compare?

• Task 8:
Students create a Venn diagram comparing the similarities and
differences between the American and French Revolutions.

Homework: Read the supplied materials about the American and French
Revolutions. Compare the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the
American Declaration of Independence). Write 2 short articles (2-3
paragraphs) in your own words summarizing separate events in this
reading.  You must include in each of the paragraphs, 1 of the words from
vocabulary list that are found in this reading section

• Task 9:
Topics of the day: Execution of the king, Mirabeau, Jacobins, Girondists,
Jean Paul Marat, Danton and Robespierre. (Task 10 and 11 should be
combine.)

Teacher shows slides giving background information about the topics of
the day



• Task 10:
Topics of the day: Reign of Terror, Mob Rule, Robespierre, and The
Committee of Public Safety.

Teacher shows slides, giving background information about the topics of
the day.

• Task 11:
Students visit this web site about the Guillotine. (This is an extra credit)

• Task 12:
Students work to complete their French Revolution newsletter.

Interactions:

• Full Class: Use PowerPoint, engage in a discussion.

• Partners: Create a brochure/newsletter.

• Individual: Complete homework and daily assignments.

Social Studies Standards

10.2: Students compare and contrast the Glorious Revolution of England,
the American Revolution, and the French Revolution and their enduring
effects worldwide on the political expectations for self-government and
individual liberty.

• Explain how the ideology of the French Revolution led France to develop
from constitutional monarchy to democratic despotism to the Napoleonic
empire

• List the principles of the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights (1689),
the American Declaration of Independence (1776), the French Declaration
of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (1789), and the U.S. Bill of Rights
(1791).

Assessment:

Students create a newsletter about the events and significance of the French
Revolution.

Rubric: See attached.

http://www.metaphor.dk/guillotine/


Tools:

• Microsoft Word

• Appropriate reading materials supplied by the teacher. They can be web-
sites, printed materials from the web-sites or textbook materials.

Project Tips and Alternatives:

Tip #1:
Students should explore the Internet using �Search engines� to find
information about Revolutions and life under absolute monarchs.

• Attachments:

• "Newsletter Template"

• "Newsletter Directions"

• "Rubric for French Revolution Newsletter"

• "The Bastille PowerPoint"

• "About the Storming of the Bastille"

• "The French Revolution"

• "French Revolution Vocabulary List"

• �Step Sheet: Creating a Newsletter Using a Word Template�

• �Step Sheet: Creating a Venn Diagram�

• �The Declaration of the Rights of Man�-Word Document

Web Resources - Content:

• Background Information on Man in the Iron Mask
http://www.royalty.nu/legends/IronMask.html

• Background Information on the Bastille
http://campus.northpark.edu/history/WebChron/WestEurope/Bastille.html

• Additional Web Resources
http://www.ironmask.com/
http://www.ditto.com

http://www.royalty.nu/legends/IronMask.html
http://campus.northpark.edu/history/WebChron/WestEurope/Bastille.html
http://www.ironmask.com/
http://www.ditto.com/


• The Glorious Revolution
http://www.lawsch.uga.edu/~glorious/index.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/articles/05153.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/printable/04124.html

• Internet Modern History Sources:
• The American Revolution

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook12.html

• The Glorious Revolution
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook06.html#The Glorious
Revolution

• The French Revolution
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook13.html
http://www.woodberry.org/acad/hist/FRWEB/

• The Declarations of Right (1689) (England)
http://history.hanover.edu/early/decright.htm

• English Bill of Rights
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1689billofrights.html

• John Locke: Two Treatises of Government, 1690
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1690locke-sel.html

• The Declaration and Resolves of the First Continental Congress (1774
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1751-1775/independence/decres.htm

• Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of taking up Arms,
July 6,1775
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1751-1775/war/causes.htm

• The rough draft of the Declaration of Independence
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1776-1800/independence/doitj.htm

• The Declaration of Independence (1776) (America)
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare.htm

• Locke's Second Treatise/Declaration of Independence, side by side
comparison
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare.htm

http://www.lawsch.uga.edu/~glorious/index.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/articles/05153.html
http://www.encyclopedia.com/printable/04124.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/modsbook13.html
http://www.woodberry.org/acad/hist/FRWEB/
http://history.hanover.edu/early/decright.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1689billofrights.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1690locke-sel.html
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1751-1775/independence/decres.htm
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1751-1775/war/causes.htm
http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1776-1800/independence/doitj.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare.htm


• Timeline of French Revolution 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/FRENREV.html

• The Declaration of the Rights of Man (France) 1789
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/rightsof.htm

Web Resources � Word:
• A list of linked web resources for Word can be found on the Word

Resources page.

Assistive Technology:

Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on methods
and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the curricula in
the least restrictive environment.

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/FRENREV.html
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/rightsof.htm
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