
Visual Arts
Lesson Plan



�Writing About Art�

Subject:
• The Arts: Visual Arts

Level:
• Grades 9-12

Abstract:
• Students will learn how to write and organize a five-paragraph

research comparison paper.

• Students will learn how to critique their own artwork and
compare and contrast it to a famous work of art.

• Students will learn how to properly document their sources in
researching any famous work of art.

Invitation:
What you have created in art is valuable. But, how would you
convince a reader that what you have done is worthy of being
recognized as art? How would you compare and contrast it to
another piece of famous art to prove your point? How can you
increase understanding of your work of art? Can you introduce
the reader to relationships between different times and cultures
with your art and a famous piece of artwork? Show me through
writing how you created your artwork and how other artists
create theirs.

Situations:
• Where: This unit will occur in the classroom, library/world wide 
     web and at home

• When: The unit will take place toward the end of a semester
when a student has a wide variety of their own art to choose from
and also after the student has learned about various famous artists
and works of art.

• How Long: The unit will take 10 days to complete.

Tasks:
• Task 1:

The student will choose one favorite piece of artwork completed
over the semester.



• Task 2:
Give the students a list of artists or works of art to choose from
with a short descriptor that describes the artist, artwork, style,
period, and so on. No two students are to choose the same artist
or piece of artwork.

• Task 3:
Hand out �Documenting Your Art Sources: Research Guide.�
Discuss what information students need to gather for their
research paper. Discuss plagiarism.

• Task 4:
Hand out �Writing about Art: Comparing and Contrasting Guide.�
Discuss how to write about similarities and differences between
their art and a famous piece of artwork.

• Task 5:
Take the class on a field trip to the library and/or the World Wide
Web to do research.

• Task 6:
At the library/internet, students will document their sources. 

• Task 7:
Students will either print out, photocopy, or hand draw (to the
best of their ability) the famous piece of artwork they have
chosen on an 8 1/2� x 11� piece of paper. If at all possible, have
students will do this in color.

• Task 8:
In class, students will lay out before them their own piece of
artwork and the famous piece of artwork of their choice.
Students will then create an outline comparing and contrasting
the two pieces of artwork using the �Writing about Art:
Comparing and Contrasting Guide� and �Describing Art
Vocabulary Sheet.�

• Task 9:
In class, students will use Microsoft Word to convert their outline
into a five-paragraph essay. The first draft will include a �Works
Cited� section with their documented resources 



• Task 10:
In class, students will, with a partner, check each other�s rough
drafts for errors against the �Writing About Art Rubric.�

• Task 11:
Students will take their rough draft, at home or at school, and
make any revisions necessary, and type it using Microsoft Word.

• Task 12:
Students will bring their final draft to class. The student will also
bring the rough draft and peer correction sheet. 

• Task 13:
Students will, in small groups, read their essay to each other
while showing their artwork and the famous artwork they have
chosen.

• Task 14: 
Students will then hand in their final draft (with artwork attached
for reference) that will be graded using the �Writing about Art
Rubric.� Students will also hand in the rough draft and peer
correction sheet.

• Task 15:
Students will be quizzed on �Describing Art Vocabulary Sheet� to
check for understanding.

Interactions:
• Full Class: Students will learn how to write a five-paragraph
research art paper and how to document their resources.

• Partners: Students will peer edit each other�s work.

• Small Group: Students will share their essays on their own
artwork and a famous work of art with each other.

• Individual: The student will create the outline, rough draft, and
final draft by problem solving and researching.



Standards:
• Content Area 1: Artistic Perception

• 1.0. Processing, Analyzing, and Responding to Sensory
Information Through the Language and Skills Unique to the
Visual Arts�Students perceive and respond to works of art,
objects in nature, events, and the environment. They use the
vocabulary of the visual arts to express their observations.
• 1.1. Develop Perceptual Skills and Visual Arts Vocabulary�
Identify and use the principles of design to discuss, analyze, and
write about visual aspects of the environment and in works of
art, including their own.
• 1.3. Analyze Art Elements and Principles of Design�Research
and analyze the work of an artist and write about the artist�s
distinctive style and its contribution to the meaning of the work.
• 1.4. Analyze Art Elements and Principles of Design�Analyze
and describe how the composition of an artwork is affected by
the use of a particular principle of design.
• 1.5. Impact of Media Choice�Analyze the materials used by a
given artist and describe how its use influences the meaning of
the work.

• Content Area 2: Aesthetic Valuing
• 4.0. Responding to, Analyzing, and Making Judgments About
Works in the Visual Arts�Students analyze, assess, and derive
meaning from works of art, including their own, according to the
elements of art, principles of design and aesthetic qualities.
• 4.5. Make Informed Judgments�Employ the conventions of
art criticism in writing and speaking about artworks.

Assessment:
• Assessment 1: Students will be assessed with a �Writing About
Art Rubric� for the final draft of their five-paragraph research paper.

• Assessment 2: Students will be assessed with the �Describing
Art Vocabulary Quiz� to check for understanding on art terminology
used in writing about art. 



• Rubric: The rubric used to guide the assessment of this unit on
�Writing about Art� will assess whether or not the student knows
how to compare and contrast his or her artwork and a famous piece
of artwork by using vocabulary found in art criticism. The rubric will
also assess whether or not the student knows how to document his
or her references in researching an artist. The rubric will also assess
whether or not the student knows how to write a five-paragraph
comparison essay.

Tools:
• Students will need access to art history images and information
in books, the Internet, magazines, CD-ROMs, and so on. Students
will need Microsoft Word to write their essay. The students will need
a copy of a famous piece of art, either from a printer, photocopy
machine, or drawn by hand. Students will also need a copy of their
own piece of artwork. Students will need access to hardware, such
as a computer, printer, and scanner (if possible) to scan in images
on paper. Other possibilities of placing an image in Word can be
done with copying from the Internet, CD-ROM, or Zip disk. 

Project Tips and Alternatives:

• Tip #1:
To prevent plagiarism by your students when they work on the
Internet, you may have students print out or photo copy their
references and attach them to their research paper. Students
should not be allowed to copy and paste articles from the
Internet directly to their Word document. Students need to cite
their sources.

• Tip #2:
If your student has a three-dimensional piece of artwork, take a
picture of it and scan it in.

Attachments:
• "Describing Art Quiz"
• "Describing Art Quiz Answer Key"
• "Describing Art Vocabulary Sheet"
• "Writing About Art Rubric"
• "Writing About Art: Comparing and Contrasting Guide"
• "Documenting Your Sources: Research Guide"
• "Sample Writing About Art Essay"
• "Step Sheet: Creating a New Document in Microsoft Word"
• "Step Sheet: Inserting Pictures in Microsoft Word"



Web Resources
• Asian Arts
http://www.asianart.com/index.html
• Bayly Art Museum
http://www.virginia.edu/~bayly/bayly.html
• The Cleveland Museum of Art
http://www.clemusart.com
• The Columbia Museum of Art
http://www.colmusart.org
• The Dallas Museum of Art Online
http://www.dm-art.org
• The Detroit Institute of Arts
http://www.dia.org
• Diego Rivera Home Page
http://www.diegorivera.com/index.html
• The Egyptian Museum
http://www.tourism.egnet.net/culture/egy_mus.htm#access
• Getty Information Institute
http://www.guggenheim.org
• Heard Museum
http://www.heard.org
• Internet ArtResources
http://www.artresources.com/latest.ihtml
• Krannert Art Museum
http://www.art.uiuc.edu/kam/
• The Kyoto National Museum
http://www.kyohaku.go.jp/
• McGee�s Indian Art Gallery
http://www.hopiart.com/kachina.htm
• The Metropolitan Museum of Art
http://www.metmuseum.org
• The Museum of Modern Art, New York
http://www.moma.org
• National Gallery of Art
http://www.nga.gov/
• National Museum of Women in the Arts
http://www.nmwa.org/
• North Carolina Museum of Art � Artnet
http://www.ncartmuseum.org
• Norton Simon Museum
http://www.nortonsimon.org/
• The Online Museum of Singapore Art & History
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http://www.museum.org.sg/
• The Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago
http://www-oi.uchicago.edu/OI/default.html
• Paleolithic Painted Cave at Vallon � Pont d�Arc
http://www.mc.maricopa.edu/academic/cult_sci/anthro/
• The Palmer Museum of Art ONLINE
http://www.psu.edu/dept/palmermuseum/
• The Prado Museum
http://www.mcu.es/prado/index_eng.html
• The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art
http://www.ringling.org/
• Smithsonian
http://www.si.edu
• UCLA Fowler Museum of Cultural History
http://www.arts.ucla.edu/museums/fowler_frame.html
• Universes in Universe
http://www.universes-in-universe.de/english.htm
• University Art Museum / Pacific Film Archive
http://www.bampfa.berkeley.edu/
• The Utah Museum of Art at the University of Utah
http://www.utah.edu/umfa/index.html

• Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
http://www.vmfa.state.va.us
• w3art
http://www.w3art.com
• Web Gallery of Art (New)
http://www.kfki.hu/%7Earthp/welcome.html

Web Resources � Word
• A list of linked web resources for Word can be found on the Word

Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
• Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access
to the curricula in the least restrictive environment.
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