
�Documenting Your Sources: Research Guide�

When you are writing an art research paper, you should
document your sources at the end of your essay. This is called your
�Works Cited� sheet. It is on a separate piece of paper attached to
your essay that lets the reader know where you got your information.
It also helps prevent plagiarism. Plagiarism is where you copy the
words of an author, book, magazine, or website without giving the
author credit. In your essay, if you quote an author, you must cite
your source on the Works Cited page of your essay.

In Your Essay�
Either place the quote from your author in quotation marks and
Author�s name and page number in parentheses, or write �the author
name says, �Quote� (Title of Book, page #, year).�

In Your Works Cited List�
Always create your Works Cited list in alphabetical order.

Always double-space between entries.

Always begin typing on the left side of your page. If the line runs
over, then you should indent five spaces for the following lines.

 References to Books
For a book by one author
Bean, Jojo. How to Paint with Your Fingers. San Jose;

San Jose University Press, 1980.

Note: No further identification is needed for San Jose. But if it is not
clear that it is a city or the city will be confused with another city (for
example, San Jose, California, and San Jose, Mexico), add the
necessary information to avoid confusion.

For a collection or anthology
Thatcher, Mary and John Doe, eds. Revolutionaries: The Artists.

New York: Lighthouse, 1974.

Note: The entry has the last name of the editor first in alphabetical
order. The entry can be made under the first word of the title or the
editor�s name.



For a book by more than one author
Vanhoffman, Sue and Michael Smothers. In the Eyes of an Artist.

New Jersey; New Jersey Press, 1999

Note: The entry has the last name of the first author, and the name of
the second author is normal, first name is first.

For an essay in a collection or anthology
Seabright, Lisa and Fawn Ascot. �The Politics of Art: Cuba.�

Understanding the Cuban Eye for Culture. Eds. Blaine
Esparza and Casandra Rivera. Tampa: Smithsonian, 2001.
14-40.

Note: The article is listed in a book called Understanding the Cuban
Eye for Culture, edited by Esparza and Rivera on pages 14-40.

References to Periodicals
For a journal article
Truman, Cindy. �The Pre-Raphaelites Art and Poetry.� American

Art Review. 14 (Fall/Winter 1985)� 13-16

Note: This article creates each issue separately; the season or month
must be indicated.

For a newspaper article
�Once Upon a Midnight Dreary: Poe�s Art Discovered!� San

Francisco Chronicle. October 31, 1990. Sec. A, p.10, col. 3.

Thomasville, Andrea. �Art Unmasked� Oakland Tribune. January
8, 1969. p. 10, col.1

Note: The first article is unsigned so the title is alphabetized. In the
second article the author�s last name is alphabetized.

References to the Internet
 Author�s Last Name, First Name. �Title of Document.�

Title of Complete Work (if applicable). Document date
or date of last revision (if different from access date).
Protocol and address, access, or directories (date of
access).

Note: Any electronic file should be documented this way.


