
"Writing Voice" 
 
 
Writing Voice is the tone and sound that is created by the author who 
chooses the words that appear in a story. Just as when we listen to 
music, the tone of the instrument can be as important as the actual 
notes that the musician plays. In writing, authors need to play close 
attention to the words they choose so that the effect they desire is 
achieved for the reader. You will notice when reading Ernest 
Hemingway that his voice is one that is terse, masculine and so 
carefully crafted that you dare not miss a word. For example: 
 

�Nick did not watch. His curiosity had been gone for a 
long time. His father finished and stood up. Uncle 
George and the three Indian men stood up. Nick put 
the basin out in the kitchen. Uncle George looked at 
his arm. The young Indian smiled reminiscently.� 

 
Notice that Hemingway uses short declarative sentences. This 
technique is unique to Hemingway. (In fact, each year there are 
several contests which award prizes to the person who can most 
closely write like Hemingway.) The voice in the story is important 
because Hemingway wants to get the facts and important information 
to the reader clearly and concisely so that the reader can work with 
the evidence to draw conclusions that are consonant with Hemingway�s 
intentions. 
 
Other types of voices include the flowery prose you might read in a 
novel by Emily Bronte where the language is exaggerated and filled 
with giddy excitement. 

 
�I got Miss Catherine and myself to Thrushcross 
Grange; and, to my agreeable disappointment, she 
behaved infinitely better than I dared to expect. She 
seemed almost over-fond of Mr. Linton; and even to 
his sister she showed plenty of affection. They were 
both very attentive to her comfort, certainly. It was 
not the thorn bending to the honeysuckles, but the 
honeysuckles embracing the thorn. There were no 
mutual concessions: one stood erect, and the others 
yielded: and who can be ill-natured and bad-
tempered when they encounter neither opposition 
nor indifference? I observed that Mr. Edgar had a 
deep-rooted fear of ruffling her humour.� 



 
Voice is important in writing. As you read stories and listen to music 
try to hear how phrasing and word choice and inflection become an 
important tool in making sense and meaning in a story. To develop 
your own voice you may want to imitate some of your favorite authors 
first and learn from how they achieve their art using effects with word 
and sound. 
 
 


