
"Basic Parts of a Short Story" 
 
While there are many ways of interpreting a short story, generally, 
there are 4 fundamental elements of action that take place in each 
story. You will recognize these actions and with some practice you�ll be 
able to easily identify them. Knowing the structure of a story will help 
you understand it more completely. 
 
Situation 
The first part we�ll call the �situation�. The �situation� contains the 
setting, the characters and an introduction to the existing condition of 
the people and mood of the story. The �situation� portion of the story 
often comes at the beginning of the story but it does not have to. 
Example: In the Wizard of Oz, after being discontent with her home 
Dorothy finds herself through misadventure in the magical land of OZ. 
 
Complication 
The second part is called the �complication." You�ve seen this part in 
nearly every story you�ve ever read. The �complication� is the part of 
the story where the major potential conflict is identified. This section of 
the story will introduce a problem that will have to be addressed by 
the protagonist or hero of the story. You may have learned this part of 
the story as the �rising action�. Remember, these terms are not rules; 
they only serve as a guide to help you understand the story. Example: 
In the Wizard of Oz, Dorothy has placed the ruby slippers on her feet, 
which the Wicked Witch of the West has vowed to claim, even if 
Dorothy has to die in the process. 
 
Climax 
The third part is called the �climax�. This may seem odd because you 
might expect that the �climax� would come at the end. But, as 
practiced readers, you know the main action of the story happens well 
before the end. The �climax� is the major action of the story. This part 
will contain the hero addressing the complication of the story. 
Example: In the Wizard of Oz, Dorothy battles the Wicked Witch, each 
of her companions battle their personal demons and they are 
victorious over the witch. 
 
Resolution 
The fourth, and last, part of a short story is called the resolution. You 
may have learned this part as the �denouement�. The resolution part 
of the story contains the final outcomes of a story. Example: In the 
Wizard of Oz, Dorothy returns home to Kansas and discovers that 
home and happiness are where you are and what you make of them. 


