
World Geography
Lesson Plan



�This Land is My Land, This Land is Your Land�

Subject:

• History-Social Science: World Geography

Level:

• Grade 9-10

Abstract: 

• If the students in our class have to go to war, it might be in the Middle
East, considering the situation as it stands today.  

• For this unit, students will apply the five themes of geography and learn
about the background of the Arab-Israeli conflict.  They will work with
partners and send �email� to each other to share what they learn. 

• Each student will take the role of a Palestinian or Israeli student and
spend two weeks writing email (printed, not sent) about how geography
has shaped the history of their country and the way they live their life.

• Culminating activity: After gathering information from the resources
provided and from the email sent by keypals (and empathizing with both
sides), students will use Microsoft Word to write a letter to the United
Nations suggesting that they find a way to bring peace to the nation.

Invitation:

Dear Moshe,

My brother died last week and my mother and father are so very sad.
They knew that this might happen.  He had been hanging around with
other Hamas boys down here on the Gaza Strip.  You may have read
about it in the newspaper. 

They say that it was a suicide bombing, which means he gave his life
to make a point.  But what is the point? He is still dead and my
parents will never be the same.  I wish all this fighting would end.

In school yesterday, our teacher told us that we are going to be
learning more about why this is happening.  She says it started a long
time ago, and that we need to know about it.  If you don�t mind, I
would like to share what I learn with you.  Maybe we will understand
each other a little better.

Ali

P.S. I know that you and I are not supposed to be friends, but I
cannot figure out why not.  And I cannot figure out what to do to



make it ok.  !

Situations: 

• Where: This really needs to be taught in a computer lab or mini
lab, although some of the work could be done in the classroom
(rough drafts) or home (personal computers).

• When: Fourth quarter

• How long: 10 school days

Tasks:

• Task 1:
Teacher explains the assignment to the students and shows them the
standards. Give them a few minutes to think and talk.  Then, as a class,
generate a list of questions � what do we need to know? (What kind of
names do students there have?  What grades would they be in?  Where
exactly are they?) 

Students need to see the standards so that they will know what you want
them to know.

• Task 2:
Teacher shows this PowerPoint presentation about Israel and about the
Five Themes of Geography. 

• Task 3: 

Students visit and take notes on the National Geographic Five Themes
Web site.  Homework: Blank map of Middle East and Israel. Have
students locate and label all countries, capitals and bodies of water.

• Task 4:
Students should read through the country web sites on this Israel Web
Page so that they become familiar with what Israel is like.

• Task 5:
Teacher shows students how to create the email using the attached step
sheet.

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/resources/ngo/education/themes.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/resources/ngo/education/themes.html
http://www.chs.chico.k12.ca.us/~mrummens/Summer/israel/israel.htm
http://www.chs.chico.k12.ca.us/~mrummens/Summer/israel/israel.htm


• Task 6:
Students pick a name to use when writing the letters. 1  They also need to
pick a place to call �home� from among these choices: Jerusalem, Golan
Heights, Gaza strip, or the West Bank. They should turn into the teacher
the following information:

• Real name, character�s name and family description

• Palestinian or Israeli

• Home location

• Task 7:
Students send their first email. They should talk about absolute and
relative location of their new home. What is life like because of this?
Students need to tell their keypals. The picture for today must be a map.
Review these themes as needed using links provided.

• Task 8:
The teacher shows this PowerPoint presentation as an introduction to the
Arab/Israeli problem.

• Task 9:
How would students describe this Place (Jerusalem, Golan, West Bank,
Gaza) to someone who was blind? Send email (with a picture) about what
it is like and how it affects life.  Students may have traveled to other
places in Israel and they may add that information (and what they
learned from their travels) in their email to their keypals.  They should
answer any email that they have received too. Always include an
appropriate picture with email.

• Task 10:
Teacher goes to this part of the CNN web site and talks about the Israeli
people who are involved in this issue.  Then students and/or teacher view
this web site about Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

• Task 11:
Students read this background page. 

                                                
1 Use the list of baby names on the web.  Be sure to have students be respectful of these names. If you have a mini-
lesson on tolerance, you might want to do that now.  You can find some on the Internet using a search engine and
the terms �mini-lesson AND tolerance�

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2000/mideast/
http://i-cias.com/e.o/arafat.htm
http://www.globalissues.org/Geopolitics/MiddleEast/Palestine/Background.asp?Print=True


• Task 12:
What region is Israel in? What other countries are there? What separates
the region besides country borders  (Religion, physical looks, language,
culture)? Use the Israel page to have some fun with languages in the
area. Send and receive email about the role of region in your life.
Students can look up region again (or you can re-teach it) if they need to.

• Task 13:
Students write email and include information and a picture about
movement.  Students may have moved from another town, had relatives
move, come from another country, or leave this country.  How has their
life changed due to new influences?  Has their culture changed? Students
inform their keypal partner of all this.

• Task 14:
How do people in Israel use the land? Environment/Human
Interaction is the theme of geography that describes industries,
agriculture, dams, etc. Email your friend and explain to them how this
has affected your life or history there.

• Task 15:
Use Microsoft Word to write a letter to the United Nations.

Interactions:

• Full Class: Teacher shows PowerPoint presentation.

• Partners: Email assignment and final letter

Standards:

• Social Studies

10.10 Students analyze instances of nation building in the contemporary
world in at least two of the following regions or countries: the Middle
East, Africa, Mexico and other parts of Latin America, and China. 

1. Understand the challenges in the regions, including their geopolitical,
cultural, military, and economic significance and the international
relationships in which they are involved. 

2. Describe the recent history of the regions, including political divisions
and systems, key leaders, religious issues, natural features, resources,
and population patterns. 

http://www.chs.chico.k12.ca.us/~mrummens/Summer/israel/israel.htm


3. Discuss the important trends in the regions today and whether they
appear to serve the cause of individual freedom and democracy.

• English/Language Arts

WRITING APPLICATIONS (GENRES AND THEIR CHARACTERISTICS): 

2.5 Write business letters: 

a. Provide clear and purposeful information and address the intended
audience appropriately. 

b. Use appropriate vocabulary, tone, and style to take into account the
nature of the relationship with, and the knowledge and interests of, the
recipients. 

c. Highlight central ideas or images. 

d. Follow a conventional style with page formats, fonts, and spacing that
contribute to the documents' readability and impact

 

Assessment:

• Student partners from opposite sides of the issues will �send�2 email to
each other using Microsoft Word.  A photograph and an explanation of
how one of the five themes played a role in any given situation must
accompany each email. Student teams will connect with another student
team to share email in a read around.

The culminating activity that will be assessed, is a letter written with
Word to the United Nations recommending a course of action in Israel.

Tools:

• Microsoft Word

• Internet

                                                
2They can send the email to each other and then print it, or they can fill out the New Mail document and print it out
without sending it.



Project Tips and Alternatives:

• Tip#1: Have students write letters longhand instead of email.  Less
computer time is required.  However, the pictures that illustrate the
themes are very powerful and required a lot of thinking.  Students writing
these letters by hand will not have that experience.

Attachments:

• "The Five Themes of Geography" 
• "Arab-Israeli Conflict" 
• "Email Assignments and Examples" 
• "United Nations Writing Rubric" 
• "Step Sheet: Creating a New Document" 

Web Resources � Content:

• Miss Rummens� Israel Page

• Photo Tour of Israel

• Seeds of Peace

 
Web Resources � Word:
• A list of linked web resources for Word can be found on the Word

Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
• Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.

http://www.chs.chico.k12.ca.us/~mrummens/Summer/israel/israel.htm
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/israel/phototour/
http://seedsofpeace.org/

	Web Resources – Word:

