
Composition 2
Lesson Plan



�Poetry for Everybody�

Subject:
• Language Arts: Composition 2

Level:
• Grades 9-12

Abstract:
• In this unit, students will read, hear, and write a variety of poems.
• Students will learn about various poetic devices, such as simile and

hyperbole, and incorporate figurative language in their own writing.
• Students will read aloud to their class.
• Each students will publish the final drafts of his/her poems in a chapbook.
• Each student will make a PowerPoint presentation comparing four poems

that share the same theme or subject or author.

Invitation:
�I�ve given you a poem that I�d like you to read to yourself silently. Twice.
Then follow the directions on the sheet and discuss the poem with your
partner. When you�re finished, we�ll talk about the poem as a class.�

Situations:
• Where: This unit will occur in the Language Arts classroom and the

computer lab. Students will be expected to revise poems or finish
incomplete assignments as homework.

• When: Students will be able to complete many tasks during class, either
in the classroom and/or the school computer lab. 

• How Long: This unit can take three to four weeks, or can be the
introduction to a semester elective class on poetry.

Tasks:
• Task 1:

The teacher will select a poem to use for this first activity. Pairs of
students will read and discuss the poem. Then the teacher will lead a
class discussion of the poem, soliciting students� responses to the
questions. The teacher will then introduce the poetry unit. (See Unit
Introduction handout.)

• Task 2:
Students will create and share a Pasted Poem.



• Task 3:
Students will complete �Fooling with Words� as an introduction to poetic
terms.

• Task 4:
Students will write riddles.

• Task 5:
Each student will write a homophonic translation of a poem written in a
language that they do not understand, such as French, German, Italian.

• Task 6:
Students will work in groups of five to eight and write group poems.

• Task 7:
Students will write haiku and limericks in response to news articles.

• Task 8:
Students will write three poems in fixed forms: a villanelle, a sestina, and
a pantoum.

• Task 9:
Each student will write and perform a dramatic monologue.

• Task 10:
Each student will select a poem to read to the class for �Poetry for
Breakfast.�

• Task 11:
Each student will create a PowerPoint presentation that compares three
poems by written by published poets with one poem of his/her own.

• Task 12:
Each student will revise, type, and bind a chapbook of his/her own
poetry.



Interactions:
• Full Class:

Students will:
1. Participate in discussions about poems and poetic language.
2. Share poems written by published poets as well as their own with the

entire class.
3. Make a final presentation to the class.
The teacher will:
1. Introduce the unit and invite students.
2. Introduce a variety of potential topics to fuel student thinking.
3. Provide examples of professional writing as models.
4. Provide direct instruction on specific skills and formats.
5. Help students prepare their PowerPoint presentations.
6. Provide resources to help students complete their assignments.

• Small Group:
Students will work in small groups to practice specific
skills, discuss poetry, and provide feedback to peers in writing response
circles

• Individual:
Students will complete most assignments individually.

Standards:
• Reading:

• 3.2. Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection
represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to
support the claim.

• 3.3. Analyze the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author�s style,
and the �sound� of language achieve specific rhetorical or aesthetic
purposes or both.

• 3.4. Analyze ways in which poets use imagery, personification, figures
of speech, and sounds to evoke readers� emotions.

• Writing:
• 1.0. Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-

defined perspective and tightly-reasoned argument. Student writing
demonstrates awareness of audience and purpose and use of the
stages of the writing process, as needed.

• 1.2. Establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys
a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintain a
consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing.

• 1.3. Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate
modifiers, and the active rather than the passive voice.



• 1.5. Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to create a specific
tone.

• 1.9. Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the
organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice,
and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and
formality of the context.

• 2.2. Write responses to literature. Analyze the use of imagery,
language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text.

• 2.6. Deliver multimedia presentations.

• Listening and Speaking: 
• 1.0. Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication.

They deliver focused and coherent presentations of their own that
convey clear and distinct perspectives and solid reasoning. They
incorporate gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to audience and
purpose.

• 1.1. Identify and use the literal and figurative meanings of words and
understand word derivations.

• 1.2. Distinguish between the denotative and connotative meanings of
words and interpret the connotative power of words.

• 2.4. Deliver oral responses to literature.

• Research and Technology:
• 1.8. Design and publish documents by using advanced publishing

software and graphic programs.

Assessment:
• Assessment 1: Student grades will be based on participation in class

activities, assignments completed, and quality of work. (See Unit
Introduction handout.)

• Assessment 2: Poems and presentations will be evaluated using the
criterion explained on each assignment sheet.

Tools:
• Microsoft Word
• Microsoft PowerPoint
• Internet access and web browser
• A projection device



Project Tips and Alternatives:
• Tip#1:

For the Pasted Poem assignment, the teacher will need to provide
materials: scissors, old magazines, paste, construction paper.

• Tip#2:
For Part 2 of �Fooling with Words,� the teacher should provide enough
objects so each student can select one: household items, shells,
mementos, figurines.

• Tip #3:
Some students will profess an interest in poetry; some may write poetry
on their own. But many students balk when asked to compose a poem.
Activities like the Pasted Poem and the Group Poem are intended to be
fun, to lure students into writing and sharing. Having students write
poems in a fixed form, like the villanelle and sestina, facilitates their
writing by providing a framework and incorporating repetition.  

• Tip #4:
This unit can be extended with free verse writing. There are many poetry
handbooks with writing exercises created by poets for poets, such as �In
The Palm of Your Hand: The Poet�s Portable Workshop.� Include books of
this type in your class library. You may suggest that students interested
in extra credit select one of the activities and prepare a writing lesson for
the class.

• Tip #5:
As with any writing project, modeling is the key to student success.
Populate your classroom with books of poetry and reprints of poems on a
wide range of topics by both classical and contemporary poets.

• Tip #6:
Teach terminology for the purpose of alerting students to various forms of
figurative language. Assess what they have learned from their comments
during class discussions, and the effective use of poetic language in their
own compositions.

• Tip #7:
Structure class time so students have time to write in class. For those
who prefer writing at home or alone, provide alternate activities, like
magnetic poetry kits, audio tapes, or an extra credit assignment. (See
Unit Introduction handout for extra credit options.)



• Tip #8:
On the other hand, writing in a classroom is not the most comfortable
situation for most people. If your school�s policy allows students to bring
CD players to school, you might let students listen to their own music
while they write, as long as they wear headphones and keep the volume
down. 

• Tip #9:
Incorporate the Spoken Word as often as possible. Read aloud; invite
poets from the community to class; show videos (such as �The United
States of Poetry�); play audio tapes (such as Bill Moyers� �The Language
of Life� series).

• Tip #10:
Feel free to participate in the assignments and activities. Students
concentrate more on their own work if the teacher is writing alongside
them. 

Attachments:
• �One Way to Approach a Poem"
• �Poetry for Everybody Unit Introduction"
• �Pasted Poem�
• �Fooling with Words�
• �Riddles
• �Homophonic Translation
• �Group Poems
• �Haiku Headlines and Limerick Leads�
• �The Villanelle�
• �The Sestina�
• �The Pantoum�
• �The Dramatic Monologue�
• �Compare and Share PowerPoint Presentation�
• �Poetry for Breakfast�
• �Make a Chapbook�
• �Step Sheet 1: �Creating a PowerPoint Presentation� 
• �Step Sheet 2: Using a Projection Device� 
• �Step Sheet 3: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images� 
• �Step Sheet 4: Recording Sound Into the Presentation� 



Web Resources - Content:
• Archives:

• The Atlantic Online: Poetry Pages
http://www.theatlantic.com/unbound/poetry/poetpage.htm

• Digital Library of World Classic Poetry
http://www.okcom.net/~ggao/index.html

• Favorite Poem Project
http://www.favoritepoem.org/

• Poets� Corner
http://www.geocities.com/~spanoudi/poems/

• Anthology of Modern American Poetry
http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/index.htm

• The Poetry Archives
http://www.emule.com/poetry/?page=author_list

• American and English Poetry 1250-1920
http://www.bartleby.com/verse/

• Lesson Ideas:
• Academy of American Poets

http://www.poets.org/
• African American Poets Lesson

http://www.msu.edu/~miazgama/aapoets.htm
• PoetryClass

http://www.poetryclass.net/

• Poets on Poetry:
• Poets on Poetry

http://www.writenet.org/poetschat/poetschat.html
• Atlantic Online: Poetry Pages: An Audible Anthology

http://www.theatlantic.com/unbound/poetry/antholog/aaindx.htm
• Internet Poetry Archive

http://www.ibiblio.org/ipa/index.html
• Fooling with Words (with Bill Moyers)

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/foolingwithwords/
• Poetry Aloud

http://www.dc.peachnet.edu/~shale/humanities/composition/handout
s/poetryaloud.html

• Tools:
• Glossary of Poetic Terms

http://shoga.wwa.com/~rgs/glossary.html
• RhymeZone Rhyming Dictionary

http://rhyme.lycos.com/
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• Magnetic Poetry Kits:
• Electro Magnetic Poetry

http://www.phys.ocean.dal.ca/~dwalsh/myPoetry.html
• Online Magnetic Poetry

http://www.magneticpoetry.com/magnet/index.html
• Shakespeare Magnet Poetry

http://www.shakespeare.com/Poetry/ieindex.html
•  �Make your Own� Magnetic Poetry Kit

http://www.persephone.com/MagneticPoetry/kit.html

Assistive Technology:
• List and describe assistive technology devices or methods available to

insure the least restrictive environment for all students, such as input or
output methods that provide additional access to software and hardware.

Web Resources � Word:
• A list of linked web resources for Word can be found on the Word

Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
• Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.
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