
"Group Poems"

Directions for Writing the Poem
How to start:
1. Each student joins a group of 5-7 people; sitting in a circle works

best.
2. Each student begins a poem by selecting a (different) first line

from the list below, and writes the line on the top of separate
sheet of paper.

3. Then the student creates a second line, and writes it below the
first line.

4. The student then folds the paper so the first line is no long
visible, and every student passes his/her poem to the student to
their left.

How to continue:
1. Each time the poems are passed, read only the last line, create

and write the �next� line beneath it, fold the paper to reveal only
the line you wrote, and pass the paper to your left.

2. This process continues until each student has contributed one
line to every poem, and finally receives the poem he/she
started.

How to finish:
1. When your poem is returned to you, unfold it, read the entire

composition, write a final line, and then give the poem a title.
2. Have each student read his/her poem to the group.
3. Choose one or two of your group�s poem to be read to the entire

class.

The List of Lines
1. �I met a traveler from an antique land�
2. �I wandered lonely as a cloud�
3. �Had we but world enough and time�
4. �A noiseless patient spider�
5. �The sea is calm tonight�
6. �I felt a funeral in my brain�
7. �Bring me the sunset in a cup�
8. �Where is the angel for me to wrestle?�
9. �Remember me when I am gone away�

10. �Not all of them were human�
11. �the first of all my dreams was of�
12. �The flower-fed buffaloes of spring�



13. �Somebody loses whenever somebody wins�


