
"The Pantoum"

Directions:
1. Read the characteristics and the examples of the pantoum.
2. Create your own pantoum.
3. Your poem will be evaluated with regard to: format, thoughtfulness,

and creativity.

Characteristics:
1. At least three quartains (four line stanzas) or longer
2. The second and fourth lines of any stanza become the first and

third lines of the following stanza.
3. Final stanza follows this pattern:

Line 2 of previous stanza
Line 3 of first stanza
Line 4 of previous stanza
Line 1 of first stanza

4. Some pantoums end with an extra, one-line clincher.

Example #1:

"Early in the Morning We Rise" by Julia Chiapella

Early in the morning we rise
Day after day the same routine.
Sometimes an event to mar the boredom
But essentially the same old thing.

Day after day the same routine
The same conversations, little variety,
Essentially the same old thing.
Though we manage to go on.

The same conversations, little variety,
Oh, once in a while a hopeful sign,
though we manage to go on,
as if nothing were different.

Once in a while a hopeful sign,
a word, a glance, but we look away
as if nothing were different,
as if steeled against disappointment.

A word a glance, but we look away
not daring to believe our luck,



as if steeled against disappointment,
the bitter taste of loss.

not daring to believe our luck,
sometimes an event to mar the boredom,
the bitter taste of loss,
early in the morning we rise.

Example #2:

Psalms 23 in Pantoum

The Eternal is my Shepherd.
I shall lack nothing.
He gives me rest in green pastures.
He directs me to peaceful waters.

I shall lack nothing.
He restores my soul.
He directs me to peaceful waters.
He leads me down paths of justice.

He restores my soul
For the sake of His name
He leads me down paths of justice
When I walk in the valley of Death's shadow.

For the sake of His name
I will not fear evil
When I walk in the valley of Death's shadow
For You are with me.

I will not fear evil.
Your rod and staff reassure me
For You are with me.
You raise up for me a table.

Your rod and staff reassure me
Right in front of my adversaries
You raise up for me a table
You anoint me with oil.

Right in front of my adversaries
My cup overflows.
You anoint me with oil.
Yes, Your goodness and favor will accompany me.



My cup overflows
Every day of my life.
Yes, Your goodness and favor will accompany me
And I will dwell in the house of the Eternal.

Every day of my life
Until the end of my days
Will I dwell in the house of the Eternal
Until the end of my days.

• Hints:
1. Begin by choosing a concept and writing first stanza.
2. Then copy lines two and four into the next stanza as lines one

and three.
3. As with the villanelle, vary the lines that are repeated.

• Possible Topics:
• a historical event
• an old person
• heroism
• the death of a pet
• a daily routine


