
Composition 1
Lesson Plan



�Issues in the News�

Subject:
• Language Arts: Composition 1

Level:
• Grades 9-12

Abstract:
• In this lesson, each student will become an expert on an issue in the

news, and write a feature article for a news (e.g. Time, Newsweek)
magazine which explains the nature of the controversy: its background
and all sides of the issue.

• Students will use both traditional (i.e. library: books and periodicals) and
Internet sources to conduct their research, and compile a �reader� with a
�table of contents� in the form of an annotated bibliography.

• Once the reader is compiled, students will take notes in a retrievable style
on the information.

• Using their notes, students will devise an outline that organizes the
information prior to writing the article. 

• The final step is to write an 8-10 page article.

Invitation:
The intent of schooling is to prepare you to participate as a Citizen of the
World. But the World is can be positively overwhelming, confounded as it
is by so many complicated issues that can be difficult to understand. This
assignment is an opportunity to learn about an issue that interests you.
You�ll become an expert on a political or social issue and write an article
for a major news magazine, along the lines of a cover story for Time
magazine. When you�re finished with this project, you�ll be comfortable
discussing the issue with people whose views are contrary to your own
because you�ll have the facts and the confidence that knowledge brings. 

You will also have practice with conducting research, note taking,
outlining, and informative writing, all skills that will be useful whether you
attend college, write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper, or
become informed on an ballot measure before you vote.



Situations:
• Where: Preliminary research will be conducted during class in the school

library. Students are also expected to commit some of their own time
either in the school or community library or on their own computers at
home, in order to collect enough information. Students will collaborate in
pairs or small groups on some writing activities.

• When: Students will be able to complete many tasks during class, either
in the classroom, the school library and/or the school computer lab. Some
class time should be structured so students can conference one-on-one
with the teacher. Most note taking as well as writing the final draft of the
article are homework.

• How Long: This unit can take two to three weeks. 

It is possible to extend this unit, with students writing in response to the
issue they�ve researched and practicing additional modes of writing: e.g.
editorial, creative, persuasive (see Composition 2).

Tasks:
• Task 1:

The teacher will introduce the project by having students to brainstorm a
list of local and global issues in the news.

• Task 2:
Students will listen to the invitation to this lesson, and receive the
assignment sheet that outlines the steps and timeline for the project.

• Task 3:
The teacher will present a list of possible topics.

• Task 4:
Students will review library research skills and learn how to conduct
research on the Internet.

• Task 5:
After discussing handout �Asking Quality Questions,� students will read an
article on a controversial topic selected by the teacher, and brainstorm a
list of questions a writer would need to answer in order to be well
informed on the topic.

• Task 6:
Students will write an annotated bibliography for the �reader,� i.e. the
binder of articles collected.



• Task 7:
Students will practice taking Cornell Notes.

• Task 8:
Students will work in small groups, with each group reading a different
article on the same topic. Students will take notes, present the
information to their peers, then make an outline using the information
presented by all the groups.

• Task 9:
Students will complete a Progress on Assignment assessment.

• Task 10:
Students will use their notes to make an outline prior to writing their
articles.

• Task 11:
Students will meet in small group writing response circles to get feedback
on a typed draft from peers.

• Task 12:
Students will submit a revised, edited final draft of their article.

• Task 13:
Students will complete a self-evaluation to submit with the final draft of
the article.

• Task 14:
The teacher evaluates the final draft and responds to the student self-
evaluation.

Interactions:
• Full Class: The teacher will:

1. Introduce the project and invite students.
2. Introduce a variety of potential topics to fuel student thinking.
3. Provide examples of professional writing as models.
4. Provide direct instruction on specific skills (outlining, note taking,

annotated bibliography, etc.)
5. Reinforce library research skills.
6. Advise students how to conduct research on the Internet

(specifically, how to use various search engines)



• Small Group: Students will work in small groups to practice specific
skills, as well as provide feedback to peers in writing response circles

• Individual: Students will complete the major graded steps of the project
individually (i.e. compile a reader, create an annotated bibliography, take
notes, make an outline, write the article). Students will also conference
one-on-one with the teacher midway in the project. Finally, each student
will write a self-evaluation describing the process, challenges and
outcome of this project.

Standards:
1.0. WRITING STRATEGIES: 

• Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined
perspective and tightly-reasoned argument. Student writing
demonstrates awareness of audience and purpose and use of the
stages of the writing process, as needed.

Organization and Focus: 
• 1.1. establish a controlling impression or coherent thesis that conveys

a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject and maintains a
consistent tone and focus throughout the piece of writing

• 1.2. use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate
modifiers, and active rather than passive voice

Revising and Evaluating Strategies: 
• 1.9 revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the

organization and controlling perspective, the precision of word choice,
and the tone, taking into consideration the audience, purpose, and
formality of the context

2.0. WRITING APPLICATIONS (GENRES AND THEIR
CHARACTERISTICS):

• Students combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition,
persuasion, and description to produce text of at least 1,500 words,
when appropriate. Student writing demonstrates a command of
standard American English and the research, organizational, and
drafting strategies outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.

2.0. READING COMPREHENSION (FOCUS ON INFORMATIONAL
MATERIALS): 

• Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They
analyze the organizational patterns, arguments, and positions
advanced. 

Structural Features of Informational Materials: 
• 2.1. analyze both the features and rhetorical devices of different types

of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates,
platforms) and how authors use these features and devices



Research and Technology: 
• 1.6. develop presentations by using clear research questions and

creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, oral
histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources)

• 1.7. use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g.
annotated bibliographies)

Assessment:
• Assessment 1: Students will receive credit for timely completion of each

step of the research and writing process (compiling resources, note
taking, goal setting, outlining, etc.)

• Assessment 2: Some assignments will be evaluated using criterion
developed to assess the particular skill being practiced.

• Assessment 3: Students will receive peer feedback on preliminary
drafts.

• Assessment 4: Students will provide self-evaluations midway and at the
end of the project.

• Assessment 5: The teacher will conference with students individually to
assess progress and provide assistance as necessary.

• Rubric: The final draft of the article will be evaluated using a rubric that
assesses how informative and well-organized the article is, as well as
Standard English spelling and mechanics.

Tools:
• Microsoft Word
• Internet access

Project Tips and Alternatives:
• Tip #1:

This project can be simplified by providing students with (some) articles
or pointing them to online resources. It can also be made more
challenging by requiring that students get some of their information from
interviews with expert(s) in the field they are researching.

• Tip #2:
This project assumes that students already have basic word processing
skills by the time they are in high school. If not, the Step Sheets will be
helpful.



• Tip #3:
Some students may feel confident about using the Internet, but many will
not know how to conduct effective Internet research or evaluate the
validity of their sources. In other words, they may think they know more
than they do. Find a way to build on/incorporate the knowledge they do
have in the lessons to the entire class.

• Tip #4:
In this age of copy machines and computer printers, many students think
that a highlighted copy of an article replaces the necessity for taking
notes. Most view note taking as tedious and unnecessary. It may be
important to teach and reinforce the importance of good note taking
skills.

• Tip #5:
In the course of doing their research, most students will form opinions if
they didn�t have them before. The final product is informative, NOT
editorial. However, it�s possible to extend this project, and allow students
practice additional modes of writing in response to their research topic.
(see Composition 2)

Attachments:
• �Issues in the News Assignment� 
• �Possible Topics� 
• �Task Matrix�
• �Conducting Internet Research� 
• �Asking Quality Questions� 
• �Taking Cornell Notes� 
• �Practice Activity: Using Notes to make an Outline�
• �Progress on Assignment: Student Self-Assessment� 
• �Guide to Peer Feedback of Student Draft�
• �Student Self-Evaluation�
• �Rubric for Teacher Evaluation�
• �Step Sheet: Formatting Individual Bibliographic Entries�
• �Step Sheet: Formatting an Outline in MS Word�
• �Step Sheet: Formatting an Annotated Bibliography in MS Word�



Web Resources � Content:
• Newspapers and Magazines

• Time Magazine
http://www.time.com/time/

• Newsweek Magazine
http://www.msnbc.com/news/NWfront_Front.asp

• New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/

• Washington Post
http://www.washingtonpost.com/

• World Press Review
http://www.worldpress.org/

• Foreign Wire
http://envirolink.netforchange.com/

• Mother Jones
http://www.mojones.com/

• CNN/HighWired Classroom: All Projects
http://www.highwired.com/Classroom/Projects/List/0,2072,23713,0
0.html

• Organizations and Links on Global Issues
General:

• Global Issues that Affect Everybody
http://www.globalissues.org/

• Lycos Network
http://www.lycos.com/wguide/network/net_12604089.html

• Public Education Network
http://www.penpress.org/

• Excite Family: Teens: World Issues
http://www.excite.com/family/teens/world_issues/

• Human Rights:
• Amnesty International

http://www.amnesty.org/
• Unicef: Voice of Youth

http://www.unicef.org/voy/misc/connect.html
• The United Nations

http://www.un.org/english/
• Witness

http://www.witness.org/
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• Environment:
• Environlink Network

http://envirolink.netforchange.com/
• National Council for Science and the Environment

http://www.cnie.org/
• Sierra Club

http://www.penpress.org/
• The Environment: A Global Challenge (a Thinkquest project)

http://library.thinkquest.org/26026/?tqskip=1
• WWF Global Network

http://www.panda.org/

Web Resources � Word:
• A list of linked web resources for Word can be found on the Word

Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
• Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.
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