
"Walls and Bridges Culminating Project"

Teams of students will study a specific topic, teach the class what
they learn, and create a PowerPoint presentation to share with the
class.

Students will be assigned to a team and teams will be given topics
from the list below:

• The era of McCarthyism, instances of domestic Communism (For
example, Alger Hiss) and blacklisting

• The Truman Doctrine

• The Berlin Blockade

• The Korean War

• The Bay of Pigs invasion and the Cuban Missile Crisis

• Atomic testing in the American West, "mutual assured
destruction" doctrine, disarmament policies

• The Vietnam War

• Latin American policy

Invitation: If you were going to put together a window display for the
Virtual Library about an element of the Cold War, what would it look
like? Here are the requirements:

1. No more than six slides that tell about your topic (plus the ones
below). Use keywords and phrases, not sentences and paragraphs.

2. Items belonging to a (fictitious or real) person living then that show
the connection to your topic.

3. Newspaper clippings about the topic (archives of online
newspapers: http://dewey.chs.chico.k12.ca.us/news-ss.html).

4. General items from the era (music, fashion, politics, culture).
5. Books about the topic and/or from the time period (Amazon.com).
6. A wall or bridge rationale � is your topic best represented with a

bridge or a wall?  Why?  What kind of bridge or wall?

TOTAL Number of slides:  (range here)

Teaching will follow these rules:



1. Study and take notes on your topic.  Look for the big six: who,
what, where, when, why, and how. Don�t limit yourself to those, but
use these as a beginning.

2. Each member of the team then focuses on an area: history,
chronology, people, and geography. As a specialist in that area,
students need to prepare to teach and to answer questions about
that information.

3. Each team member will turn in their notes and the teaching guide
attached to this unit

4. Be able to comment on this statement: Hindsight is always 20-20.
(or �If I had it to do over, I would ��).


