
U.S. History
Lesson Plan



 �Walls and Bridges�

Subject:

• History- Social Science: U.S. History: Cold War and Containment Policy

Level:

• Grade 11

Abstract:

• In a virtual library, there is an empty window display, and it needs to be
filled.  The culminating activity for this unit asks students to create a
PowerPoint presentation that shows what they would put in that display
with items from the Cold War in general and a topic specifically: the
McCarthy era, the Truman Doctrine, the Berlin Blockade, the Korean War,
the Bay of Pigs, Atomic Testing, Latin American policies, and the Vietnam
War. 

• Students will work in groups to collect information about these topics and
to prepare a PowerPoint presentation.

Invitation: 

• John Lennon had the right idea: peace. We imagined it after World
War II, but it was not to be.  Before the fields were clear of our
soldier�s bodies, a cold war descended on the world as the �super
powers� vied for influence, wealth, and power. 

• It is your job to work as a team to teach us about the events that
unfolded after WWII and to answer this question:  Did we build bridges
or walls as we rounded the midway point in the 20th century?

Situations:

• Where: Students will complete this course work in the classroom, in a
computer lab, and at home.

• When: Students will study this unit during the first semester of 11th

grade or during a unit of thematic study of the teacher�s choosing.

• How long: Research and preparation should take approximately 10
school days. Presentations will take about 2 to 3 days.



Tasks:

• Task 1: Students work in pairs to create a list (as many as possible in 5
minutes) of famous walls and bridges.  Discuss the history and meaning
in the bridges and walls.

• Task 2: Teacher shows this PowerPoint presentation about famous
bridges and lets students share what they know about each one. 1  Allow
students to have input about what they know.  Tell students that the
topics they will study during this unit can be connected to either a bridge
or a wall (or both) and that they will need to know which one of those
their own topic relates to.

• Task 3: Teacher uses this PowerPoint to tell the story of the Cold War

• Task 4: Teacher breaks students into groups and assign each group to
one of these topics: the McCarthy era, the Truman Doctrine, the Berlin
Blockade, the Korean War, the Bay of Pigs, Atomic Testing, Latin
American policies, and the Vietnam War. Teacher explains the unit and
shows the students the standards and the rubric for the final project.

• Task 5: Students will need two to three days (45 minutes each) to
complete research on their topic.  There are many web sites available on
each topic.2 Teacher may make additional information available such as
history books, web sites, and handouts. Students should be encouraged
to work on research at home using computers, textbooks, or library
books. Students should use this study guide to collect information. Study
guide should be filled out and turned in before PowerPoint presentations
are started. It is recommended that students bookmark web sites they
will be using so that they can find them again easily when they begin
work on their presentation.

• Task 5: Teacher shows students this sample PowerPoint presentation.3

• Task 6: Students work on their PowerPoint presentations.

• Task 7: Students print out handouts with three slides to a page.  Each
student needs their own so that they can write notes, study, and use
them for the �test.�

                                                
1 Background information for each bridge is located in the notes section of slide 2 of the PowerPoint presentation.
2 Worksheets for evaluating web sites can be found many places on the web.  Kathy Schrock is famous for hers:
http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html
3 The whole presentation is not there, but some of the elements of it are.



• Task 8: Students make presentations.  Audience takes notes.

Interactions:

• Full Class: PowerPoint lectures

• Partners: Study, teach, and present

Standards:

Social Studies Standards

11.9: Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II.

Trace the origins and geopolitical consequences (foreign and domestic) of
the Cold War and containment policy, including the following: 

• The era of McCarthyism, instances of domestic Communism (e.g.,
Alger Hiss) and blacklisting 

• The Truman Doctrine 

• The Berlin Blockade 

• The Korean War 

• The Bay of Pigs invasion and the Cuban Missile Crisis 

• Atomic testing in the American West, "mutual assured destruction"
doctrine, disarmament policies 

• The Vietnam War 

• Latin American policy 

Assessment:

• Groups of students will create PowerPoint presentations, which they
will give in class.

• Students turn in and get points for notes from all of the presentations.



Rubric: 

• "Walls and Bridges Grading Rubric"

Tools:

• Microsoft PowerPoint

• U.S. History textbook

• Internet Access

Project Tips and Alternatives:

• Tip#1: Inform students that there will be an overall assessment on
these topics so they must provide PowerPoint Handouts on which
students can take notes and which they may use during the �test.�
They should print out three slides to a page for students to use during
the presentation.  All notes will be turned in on the last day of the unit.

• Tip #2: Students need to read for understanding.  Some students
may want to print out the web pages they visit or they may prefer to
collect URLs to visit at home where they can take notes in a quiet
environment. 

• Tip #3: Students should work on research at home as well as in class.
If they do not have a computer, then they might want to check out
books to take home and read/take notes.

• Tip #4: Teachers may opt to add a final writing assignment to this
unit so that students can demonstrate an understanding of each of
these topics.  A Venn diagram assignment could also be used.

Attachments:

• "Wall and Bridges Culminating Project" 
• "Wall and Bridges Teaching Guide" 
• "The Cold War"  
• "Walls and Bridges Grading Rubric" 
• "Sample Presentation" 
• "Step Sheet: Creating a PowerPoint Presentation" 
• "Step Sheet: Using a Projection Device" 
• "Step Sheet: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images" 
• "Step Sheet: Inserting Text and Clip Art or Graphics" 
• "Step Sheet: Putting the Slideshow Together" 



Web Resources - Content:

There are many web resources on each topic:

• Kathy Schrock�s web evaluation form 

<http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html>

• The Cold War

<http://trackstar.hprtec.org/main/track_text.php3?track_id=264&noc
ache=1490721859>

Web Resources � PowerPoint:
• A list of linked web resources for PowerPoint can be found on the

PowerPoint Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
• Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.

http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html
http://trackstar.hprtec.org/main/track_text.php3?track_id=264&nocache=1490721859

	Web Resources – PowerPoint:

