
"Sample Music Analysis"

Musical example: Yesterday, by Paul McCartney, produced by George Martin.

Elements

Rhythm:

� The tempo is medium and does not change.
� The meter is 4/4 (quadruple-simple) throughout.
� There is little syncopation.

Melody:

� The contour of the melody is mostly conjunct (stepwise).
� The phrases in the A sections begin with a descending gesture, followed by
an ascending melodic run. The B
section is an ascending/descending wave. The high note
(climax) occurs at least once in each section of the piece.
� The range of the melody is an octave and a minor third
(from D to F).
� The opening melodic motive (on the word �Yesterday�) is developed and
heard in several variations in the song.
A second motive (on the words �why she had to go�) forms the melodic
basis for the B section (bridge).
� The song uses the F major scale for much of its pitch content, but the use
of the D melodic minor scale (starting on A) beginning with the words �all
my troubles seemed so far away� add a beautiful quality to the melody.
� Each phrase of the A sections (verses) of the song begin with an accented
note that does not belong to the basic underlying triad. For example, the
first chord is F, but the first melody note is G. In each case, the non-
harmonic tone resolves to a note in the triad, creating a strong effect of
tension and resolution in each phrase. Without this effect, the melody would
not be as beautiful or effective. It wouldn�t be Yesterday.

Harmony:

� The song uses chords (mostly triads and a few sevenths) found exclusively
in the keys of F major, and its relative minor (D minor). The expressive
effect of this simple chord progression is increased by the use of the
nonharmonic tones described above.

Form:

� The form of the song is AABA (verse, verse, bridge, verse).



� While this is a very common twentieth-century form, the A sections
(verses) are seven measures in length, which is atypical (most are eight
measures).

Timbre:

� McCartney�s voice on this piece is a relaxed tenor, in full voice with no
falsetto.
� The orchestration of this piece is unique for its time period, consisting of
voice, guitar, and string quartet.
� In terms of texture, the voice carries the melody throughout, while the
guitar provides the rhythmic and harmonic foundations. The string quartet
provides counterpoint and additional color, but is not essential to a basic
rendering of the piece.

Dynamics:

� The dynamics are fairly narrow, ranging from soft (piano) to medium loud
(mf).
� Each phrase of the B section has a crescendo, then a
decrescendo.

Miscellaneous:

� Yesterday is one of the most popular pieces of music of the twentieth
century, having had more than one thousand commercial recordings
released. The elements of music fit together in such a perfect way that even
without lyrics or the original orchestration, it stands as a complete and
highly effective composition.
� The original title of the song was Scrambled Eggs. The final lyrics were
added later.


