
Music 
Lesson Plan



�Elements of Music�

Subject: 
• The Arts: Music - Artistic Perception and Aesthetic Valuing

Level: 
• Grades 9-12

Abstract: 
� This two-week unit is designed as an introduction to a general music

appreciation course, but could be adapted and incorporated into virtually
any high school music course (such as choir, band, guitar, keyboard). By
introducing, defining, and exploring the elements of music, subsequent
lessons and rehearsals will be more effective, because a basic vocabulary
and understanding of fundamental musical concepts will have been
established.

� The unit begins with a brief introduction to the elements of music, as they
are stated in the glossary of the California Proficiency Standards for
Music. Each element is introduced and discussed in broad terms, then
examined individually in more detail, with aural examples of the
instructor�s choice to illustrate specifics. The teacher may use the
attached charts on the elements of music, created in Microsoft Word, as
handouts, wall posters or transparencies for overhead projection, or the
Elements of Music teacher version PowerPoint slideshow when presenting
the elements of music. Live interaction, including student performance,
will make the unit more meaningful. 

� Musical examples from a variety of styles and cultural contexts are
played, and the elements of music and their interaction are discussed.
Students are encouraged to bring in recorded or live examples as a
complement to the pieces that are provided by the instructor. The unit
culminates with students (in pairs or small groups) presenting a piece of
music to the class and discussing it in terms of the elements of music.
Students may use the Elements of Music student version PowerPoint
slideshow to create their own presentations on the elements of music. 

Invitation: 
When you listen to a piece of music for the first time, what is the first
thing you hear? The lyrics, the beat, the melody, chords, the sound and
tone quality of the singer�s voice, the instrumentation, or maybe
something else entirely? When we study chemistry, we look at the
various elements that make up the world around us...hydrogen, oxygen,
gold, lead. In a similar fashion, when we study music, we look at the
elements from which it is composed: rhythm, melody, harmony, form,
timbre, and dynamics. Whether we are listening to pop or jazz, these



elements remain the same...the way they are put together determines
the style and content of an individual piece of music.

Situations: 
Where: The unit will be presented in the classroom. Additional listening and

narrative descriptions will take place in the students� homes and, ideally,
at live performances. 

When: The unit will be presented during the class periods of a music class
(for example, music appreciation).

How long: The unit will take place over two weeks of a regular high school
course.

Tasks: 
� Task 1: 

The instructor initiates a dialogue in general terms concerning students�
listening habits and responses to music in terms of its basic elements.
(See Invitation.)

� Task 2: 
The instructor displays Chart #1 or presents slides 1 through 8 of the
Elements of Music teacher version PowerPoint slideshow. Either of these
will serve to introduce the elements of music as defined by the California
Music Proficiency Standards for grades 9-12. The instructor briefly
defines, in his or her own words, each of the elements and provides
anecdotal examples where appropriate.

As the instructor continues through the PowerPoint slideshow, he may
care to play sound examples as he goes which demonstrate a particular
element or sub element of music concept. These examples can be
compiled on a tape or CD, embedded as sound files in the PowerPoint
slideshow, or played as separate files (typically MP3 files) from the
computer in conjunction with the slideshow.

� Task 3: 
The instructor displays Chart #2 or slides 9-13 of the slideshow to
introduce the first element of music�rhythm, along with its constituent
sub elements. The instructor will initiate a discussion of rhythm,
incorporating live instruments and recordings to illustrate salient points.
(The instructor is encouraged to provide his or her own examples).  

� Task 4: 
The instructor displays Chart #3 or slides 14-18 of the slideshow to
introduce the next element of music �melody.

� Task 5:
The instructor displays Chart #4 or slides 19-22 of the slideshow to
introduce the next element of music �harmony.



� Task 6:  
The instructor displays Chart #5 or slides 23-26 of the slideshow to
introduce the next element of music -form.

� Task 7:
The instructor displays Chart #6 or slides 27-30 of the slideshow to
introduce the next element of music �timbre (tone color).

� Task 8:
The instructor displays Chart #7 or slides 31-32 of the slideshow to
introduce the final element of music �dynamics.

� Task 9:
The instructor plays musical examples and discusses how all of the
elements work together to make a whole piece of music. 

� Task 10:
The class divides into pairs or small groups, depending on class size and
time available. Each group chooses a piece of music that they will present
to the class and lead a discussion as to the elements of music and how
they relate to the specific piece. Students should be encouraged to
choose music from a wide variety of styles, genres, and cultural contexts.

� Task 11:
Students work collaboratively on presentations in class and as homework. 

� Task 12:
Using their PowerPoint presentation, or alternately, charts, students
present their projects to the class. A short written paper that summarizes
their work is turned in to the instructor.

Interactions: 
� Full Class: Tasks 1-8 directly involve the full class in listening and

analysis activities. Other full-class interactions might include playing
sessions with hand percussion and other instruments.

� Partners: Time and class size permitting, Tasks 9-12 involve pairs of
students preparing and presenting a report to the rest of the class.

� Small Group: If time and class size render partner projects impractical,
presentations should be prepared and given by small groups.

� Individual: Individuals are responsible and accountable for fair
contributions to the efforts of their respective projects.



Standards: 
� Music: Artistic Perception

� Analyze and describe the use of music elements and expressive
devices (for example, articulation and dynamic markings) in aural
examples in a varied repertoire of music representing diverse genres,
styles, and cultures.

� Read an instrumental or vocal score of up to four staves and explain
how the elements of music are used.

� Analyze the use of form in a varied repertoire of music representing
diverse genres, styles, and cultures.

� Music: Aesthetic Valuing
� Evaluate a performance, composition, arrangement, or improvisation
by comparing it to exemplary models. 

Assessment: 
� The Presentation Rubric evaluates how well student presentations

reflect the content of the unit.

Tools: 
� Microsoft PowerPoint multimedia application
� Stereo sound system for CD and cassette playback
� Piano or electronic keyboard, or other musical instruments as

determined by the individual instructor. Many electronic keyboards are
equipped with drum machines, which can be used to illustrate rhythms
and meters. A synthesizer with easily controllable overtones would be
especially handy for discussion and demonstration of timbre.

 
Project Tips and Alternatives: 
� Tip #1: 

Draw specific musical examples from music with which you are familiar
and that you genuinely love. The students will pick up on your feelings
and will appreciate the music more as a result. Also, determine what
music the students know and enjoy, and use that too.

� Tip #2:
Ask the students to be aware of the three different levels on which we as
human beings respond to music: intellectual, emotional, and visceral
(�visceral� refers to the ability of a piece of music to inspire physical
movement, such as dance). Ask the question: how do the different
elements of music affect our responses on each of these levels?



Tip #3:
�Lyrics� are not listed here in the Elements of Music unit, nor are they
listed as such in any published music book. Yet for many people, lyrics
are the most important part of a song. Before teaching this unit, think
about how you would answer the question of how lyrics fit into the
subject of the elements of music.

� Tip #4:
Organize �jam sessions� using hand percussion and any other available
instruments to illustrate the elements of music in a hands-on, interactive
way. 

Attachments: 
� �The Elements of Music Teacher Version"
� "Chart 1 � Elements of Music"
� "Chart 2 � Rhythm"
� "Chart 3 � Melody"
� "Chart 4 � Harmony"
� "Chart 5 � Form"
� "Chart 6 � Timbre"
� "Chart 7 � Dynamics"
� "Sample Music Analysis"
� "The Elements of Music Student Version"
� "Elements of Music Presentation Rubric"
� "Step Sheet: Creating a PowerPoint Presentation�
� "Step Sheet: Using a Projection Device�
� "Step Sheet: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images�
� "Step Sheet: Inserting Text and Clip Art or Graphics�
� "Step Sheet: Putting the Slideshow Together�
� "Step Sheet: Adding Sound to a PowerPoint Presentation�

Web Resources � Content:
� A list of linked web resources on PowerPoint can be found on the

PowerPoint Resources page. 
� W.W. Norton and Company web site

http://www.wwnorton.com/enjoy/index/
This web site contains a demo area that provides descriptions and audio
examples from the Classical period demonstrating the various elements of
music.

� PBS Continental Harmony web site http://www.pbs.org/harmony/
In addition to other music resources, this web site contains a teacher�s
guide section with a lesson on the elements of music. 

�



Google http://www.google.com/advanced_search
Use this search engine to find additional resources on the elements of
music. Type the phrase �elements of music� into the exact phrase field
and click Google Search. A list of results is displayed. Review and explore
the various results to identify additional web sites with useful resources
for teaching about and learning the elements of music. 
 

Web Resources � PowerPoint:
• A list of linked web resources for PowerPoint can be found on the

PowerPoint page.

Assistive Technology:
• List and describe Assistive Technology devices or methods available to
insure the least restrictive environment for all students, such as input or
output methods that provide additional access to software and hardware.
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