
 
"The Better Coffee Cup" 

 
Microsoft Word Report to The Sharper ImageTM Company�s Engineers 

 
You are writing your reports directed to the engineers at The Sharper 
ImageTM Company.  Since your audience is made up of fellow scientists, 
your reports are expected to be scientifically accurate, detailed, and 
technically directed to each point you are trying to make. Your 
explanations should include the concepts learned at the beginning of 
this unit. (Use your heat transfer vocabulary list from the first 
homework assignment to review what science concepts you need to 
include in your report.)  The following areas should be addressed in 
your report:  

• Your report must address how your cup design meets each of 
the five design criteria listed for this project. (Each of the five 
criteria could be a subheading in your report:  

1. A lower Q value than the teacher�s cup;  
2. A message on the cup;  
3. Cup stability;  
4. Ease of cleaning the cup;  
5. Durability of the cup. 

• Your report needs to give the reasons that guided your decisions 
to choose the materials that you did to build your cup.   

• Your report should include a table showing your cups ∆ T values 
as compared to your teacher�s cup�s ∆ T values.  

• You should explain what in your design helped your cup prevent 
heat loss. 

• Your report should include an explanation of how you calculate a 
Q value and a graph of your Q value compared to your teacher�s 
Q value. 

 
Your report should also have a cover page identifying your design 
team and your company�s name. When making your report, you 
should incorporate text, graphs, tables, and any graphics you find 
appropriate.  You should not cut and paste in tables and graphs by 
hand.  Step sheets are provided to show you how to integrate text, 
tables, and graphics to your written report using Microsoft Office Tools.   
 
The report should be in either Verdana font or New Times Roman font 
and in 12-point type.  The report should be single spaced and printed 
in black or blue ink color only. The report should be single sided on 
normal size paper.  The report needs to be both spell checked and 
grammar checked.  Papers with typographical errors or grammatical 



errors will be returned for further editing and may lose credit.  All 
members of the team should read the reports for mistakes in content, 
spelling, and grammar.  If you don�t know how to spell a word, look it 
up in the dictionary. 
 
If you have any further questions, please ask the teacher for more 
clarifications. 
 
 
 
 


