
World Geography
Lesson Plan



�Hotspots!�

Subject:
• History-Social Science: World Geography

Level:
• Grades 9-10

Abstract:
• In this two-week unit, students, working alone or with a partner, will use

PowerPoint to create a speech to inform about a �hotspot,� which is a
country in the world that is currently experiencing a sweeping social
upheaval or positive change. The term �hotspot� has a double meaning
here because students will also be learning how to insert �hotspots� or
invisible hyperlinks onto PowerPoint slides. They will also communicate to
classmates how the troubles or positive change of this country relates to
them.

• These maps should serve as a basis for constant study throughout the
year and can be added to as the curriculum advances.

Invitation:
You�ve probably heard the names of countries all over the world on the
news�countries that are experiencing war, disease, political upheaval,
natural disasters, or sweeping social change. Sometimes it�s hard to
picture these countries�they seem so far away and unconnected to us.
Over the next few weeks, we�re all going to find out a little bit more about
a country that is a Hot Spot in the world today. The reason that the
country is a Hot Spot, and the way that reason links to you, is what your
assignment is all about.

The purpose of this map is to inform your fellow students. Let�s talk a
little bit about what makes a good PowerPoint presentation.  [Begin
�PowerPoint Overview,� which contains a sample Hotspot Presentation,
�Coltan and the Congo.� Follow Speaker Notes or improvise. You might
even choose to make your own hotspots map.]



Situations:
• Where: This unit will take place in the classroom, in the computer lab,

and in the library.

• When: This unit should take place at the beginning of the year or at least
during the first semester of instruction as it will serve as a basis for future
study.

• How Long: The initial map can be completed in 10 days.

Tasks:
• Task 1: Set-Up

Students decide to work alone or choose a partner.  Teacher hands out
Project Task sheets (see attachments), selects countries, and lists them
in a prominent place in the room.  (Countries can be limited to a specific
region or to a particular standard focus�see "Standards" section, below.)
Teacher posts the sign up sheet for presentation times (the last two days
of the 10-day work session) and students choose their time.

• Task 2: Talk About Assessment
Teacher communicates the rubric for the project (see attachment) to
students and posts the rubric in a prominent place in the room so that it
may be referred to throughout the course of the work on the project. 

• Task 3: Conduct Research
Students conduct preliminary research in the library. Teacher schedules
two 45-minute library sessions and informs students that they will need
to do all follow-up work on their own. This should increase the efficiency
of library use time. Students use Research Task Sheet K-W-L (see
attachments) to guide their research. Teacher reminds students to record
source information for each source they consult and plan to reference in
their presentation.

• Task 4: Preliminary Planning
Teacher distributes slideshow planners (see attachment) and directs
students to plan their presentation�what will be on each slide, what
hotspots will be on which slides and why, what they will say while each
slide is showing, colors and fonts they will use and why, animations they
will use and why.

• Task 5: Build the Presentation
Teacher schedules computer lab time or allows students to use classroom
computers in rotation while the rest of the class continues researching
and designing their project on slideshow planners. 



• Task 6: Draft Presentation Notes.
In PowerPoint with the �Outline View� turned on, students use the �Click
to add notes� area to draft speaker notes. Notes should NOT be a script�
they should be a guide for presentation.

• Task 7: Practice the Presentation
Working with another pair, students deliver a practice presentation on the
computer screen and give/receive input via the Rubric for the Hotspot
Map (see attachment) on how they can improve the presentation.

• Task 8: Revise
Students revise slideshows.

• Task 9: Present
Students present slideshows to class using a projection device.

• Task 10: Evaluate

• Presenters evaluate their map against the Rubric for the Hotspot Map. 

• Presenters evaluate the presenters that follow them against the Rubric
for the Hotspot Map.

• Teacher collects all student evaluations and then evaluates each
presentation against the rubric, combining student evaluations with
teacher evaluations.

Interactions:
• Full Class: Demonstrate a hotspot map and give direct instruction on

how to create hotspots on slides. Evaluate student presentations against
a rubric.

• Partners: Use the Slideshow Planner to create a hotspot map
presentation. Present map and findings of research to the class. 

• Small Group: Evaluate preliminary work and provide feedback to
students.

• Individual: Complete the K-W-L Research Guide. Evaluate project
against a rubric.



Standards:
• Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:  Chronological and

Spatial Thinking
3. Students use a variety of maps and documents to interpret human
movement, including major patterns of domestic and international
migration, changing environmental preferences and settlement patterns,
the frictions that develop between population groups, and the diffusion of
ideas, technological innovations, and goods.
4. Students relate current events to the physical and human
characteristics of places and regions.

NOTE:
The Hotspots assignment could be customized to explore several standards
for the 10th grade, such as 10.3.3, 10.3.5, 10.4, 10.5.2, 10.8.3, 10.10.1,
and others.

• Language Arts: Written and Oral English Language Conventions
 Listening and Speaking
Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication
• 1.3:  Choose logical patterns of organization (for example,

chronological, topical, cause and effect) to inform and to persuade, by
soliciting agreement or action, or to unite audiences behind a common
belief or cause.

• 1.7:  Use props, visual aids, graphs, and electronic media to enhance
the appeal and accuracy of presentations.

• 1.8:  Produce concise notes for extemporaneous delivery.
• 1.9:  Analyze the occasion and the interests of the audience and choose

effective verbal and nonverbal techniques (for example, voice, gestures,
eye contact) for presentations.

• 1.12: Evaluate the clarity, quality, effectiveness, and general coherence
of a speaker�s important points, arguments, evidence, organization of
ideas, delivery, diction, and syntax.

• 1.14: Identify the aesthetic effects of a media presentation and
evaluate the techniques used to create them (for example, compare
Shakespeare�s Henry V with Kenneth Branagh�s 1990 film version).

Assessment:
• "Rubric for the Hotspots! Project" evaluates the design of the PowerPoint

slideshow map for accuracy of content, flow of ideas, and use of text,
graphics, and animation as well as the overall presentation skills of the
presenters.



Tools:
• PowerPoint software
• Access to one computer per pair
• Projection device for final presentations
• Additional materials as provided by students for presentations

Project Tips and Alternatives:
• Tip#1:

More �technical� students may ask to use HTML, VTML, JAVA, or some
other web-based technology. Remind them that unlike web-based
programming, PowerPoint is meant to be a two-way communication tool,
one that should force the presenter to speak as well as demonstrate
graphics and text. The maps may be created in a web language, but the
presentation of the map must include a PowerPoint slide show that LINKS
to the web-based map. 

• Tip #2:
Remind students that to receive the highest rubric score, they will need to
exceed the expectations of a �standard� PowerPoint presentation.
Encourage students to go beyond the boundaries of the assignment and
to experiment (with your permission) with additions to their presentations
(such as handouts, audience participation, and artifacts from the country
they are studying.)

• Tip #3:
You may want to provide students with 3 x 5 cards or slips of paper on
which to record their research findings. Organizing their findings is often
the most difficult part of the research process.

• Tip #4:
The source citation for this project may be done in a bibliography style or
with citations printed directly on slides.



Attachments:
• "Sample Hotspots! Presentation (�Coltan and the Congo�)"
• "Rubric for the Hotspots! Project"
• "Project Task Sheet: Hotspots!"
• "Research Task Sheet K-W-L"
• "Slideshow Planner"
• "Step Sheet: Inserting Hyperlinks in PowerPoint" 
• "Step Sheet: Creating a PowerPoint Presentation"
• "Step Sheet: Inserting Text and Clip Art or Graphics"
• "Step Sheet: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images"
• "Step Sheet: Using a Projection Device"

Web Resources - Content:
• http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/

The CIA World Factbook gives succinct albeit dry summaries of all
countries. A good starting place for finding good search terms for more
information about countries being studied.

• http://dgl.microsoft.com
Microsoft�s Design Gallery Live.  Free clipart to download directly into
MSOffice Clipart Gallery. Maps of nearly every country on the planet.

• http://www.microsoft.com/education/tutorial/classroom/default.asp
Microsoft�s Into and Out of the Classroom series of tutorials offers quick,
online help for all MSOffice 2000 products AND download-able Word
documents that you can print and copy for your computer lab.

Web Resources � PowerPoint:
• A list of linked web resources for PowerPoint can be found on the

PowerPoint Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
• Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.

http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/
http://dgl.microsoft.com/
http://www.microsoft.com/education/tutorial/classroom/default.asp
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