
Composition 2
Lesson Plan



�All Me � All the Time�

Subject:
• Language Arts: Composition 2

Level:
• Grades 1-12

Abstract:
• In this unit, students will examine their past, present, and project to the

future, asking who they are, where they came from, and where they are
going.

• To accomplish this goal, they will use Microsoft PowerPoint to create a
presentation using original writing, photos, and artifacts that reflect who
they are.

• The activities are designed to enhance students' ability to interpret events
in their lives and to improve writing and presentation skills.

• Students will explore methods of presenting to peers via slide shows.

• Students will practice using the Internet and technology to frame and
focus the events of their lives.

Invitation:
At some point in each person�s life the questions �Who am I? Where did I
come from? What will happen to me? are asked. Typically, People ask
these questions at different times of their lives; from the child asking a
parent or grandparent �Where did I come from?� to the young adult
questioning �Where am I going with my life?� to the college student or
young parent pondering what type of person they are and what type of
person they want to be. Who we are is likely the most important
discovery and project we will ever undertake. This project will provide you
with an opportunity to ask and answer the fundamental questions listed
above. Remember, we are all several people in our lives: child, teacher,
girlfriend or boyfriend, worker, friend, grandson, aunt, father, member,
leader, follower, sportsman, spectator. Writing, it has been said, �is the
best method for knowing something. Once you�ve written it down, you�ll
know what you mean. In a sense, writing is knowing and the questions
this project asks you will need to know. You will examine each of these
roles in your life and write and create a PowerPoint presentation for your



own benefit and the benefit of your classmates who have been
wondering� �Who are you anyway?�

Situations:
• Where: Students will present to their peers and teacher in class.

Students will interview, research, and write about their lives and lives of
family members outside of class.

• When: This unit takes place during language arts.

• How Long: This unit can take one to two weeks.

Tasks:
• Task 1:

The teacher will introduce the unit by paraphrasing the invitation above
focusing on important questions one asks oneself.

• Task 2:
The teacher will distribute the "Questions about the Present" handout to
students. Students will take the handouts home and interview family
members and think about answers to the questions. As students gather
information related to the questions, the information will be recorded into
a Microsoft Word document.

• Task 3:
If students are not yet familiar with PowerPoint, use the PowerPoint Step
Sheets attached to this unit to help them create an initial PowerPoint
presentation. Teachers can also choose to give students the PowerPoint
Presentation Template to begin their projects. The template and sample
were created using the Notes function to contain information about the
slides. The PowerPoint presentation should contain the following slides:

• Introductory Slide
• The Present Slide with outline (bullets)
• Narrative slides for the Present representing each bullet
• The Past Slide with outline (bullets)
• Narrative slides for the Present representing each bullet
• The Future Slide with outline (bullets)
• Narrative slides for the Future representing each bullet
• Conclusion Slide



• Task 4:
Once students have created their presentation template, they will take
the information gathered about the Present, and create a bulleted slide
using one bullet for each answer. After creating the bulleted outline for
the Present, students will create one slide for each bullet.

• Task 5:
Using the Click to Add Notes window in PowerPoint, students will copy
and paste their narrative explanations about their answers to the Present
into the Notes section of the corresponding PowerPoint slides.

• Task 6:
Referring to their narrative explanations now located in the Notes section
of the PowerPoint slides, students will create a bulleted list of key topics
from each topic in the narrative. Students will continue to create slides
until they have done so for each answer on the Present outline page.

• Task 7:
The teacher will distribute the "Questions about the Past" handout to
students. Students will take the handouts home and interview family
members and think about answers to the questions. They will also use
the genealogy and ancestry links below to research information about
their families. As students gather information related to the questions,
the information will be added to their Microsoft Word document.

• Task 8:
Students will take the information gathered about the Past, and create a
bulleted slide using one bullet for each answer. After creating the bulleted
outline for the Past, students will create one slide for each bullet.

• Task 9:
Using the Click to Add Notes window in PowerPoint, students will copy
and paste their narrative explanations about their answers to the Past
into the Notes section of the corresponding PowerPoint slides.

• Task 10:
Referring to their narrative explanations now located in the Notes section
of the PowerPoint slides, students will create a bulleted list of key topics
from each topic in the narrative. Students will continue to create slides
until they have done so for each answer on the Past outline page.



• Task 11:
The teacher will distribute the "Questions about the Future" handout to
students. Students will take the handouts home and interview family
members and think about answers to the questions. As students gather
information related to the questions, the information will be added to
their Microsoft Word document.

• Task 12:
Students will take the information gathered about the Future and create a
bulleted slide using one bullet for each answer. After creating the bulleted
outline for the Future, students will create one slide for each bullet.

• Task 13:
Using the Click to Add Notes window in PowerPoint, students will copy
and paste their narrative explanations about their answers to the Future
into the Notes section of the corresponding PowerPoint slides.

• Task 14:
Referring to their narrative explanations now located in the Notes section
of the PowerPoint slides, students will create a bulleted list of key topics
from each topic in the narrative. Students will continue to create slides
until they have done so for each answer on the Future outline page.

• Task 15:
Have students write a summary page including information about their
present, past, and future.

• Task 16:
The teacher will show students how to use a projection device to share
their presentations. Have students share their presentations with the
whole class using the projection device.

Interactions:
• Full Class: The teacher will:
• Introduce the project and invite students.
• Provide students with appropriate handouts.
• Provide students with PowerPoint instruction
• Provide students with Projection Device use.

• Individual: Each student will research information about their present,
past, and future and record the data using Microsoft Word. Students will
create their own PowerPoint presentations. 



Standards:
READING
• 2.0 WORD ANALYSIS, FLUENCY, AND SYSTEMATIC VOCABULARY
DEVELOPMENT
• Students apply their knowledge of word origins both to determine the

meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and to use those
words accurately.

WRITING STRATEGIES
• 1.0 Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-

defined perspective and tightly-reasoned argument. Student writing
demonstrates awareness of audience and purpose and use of the
stages of the writing process, as needed.

• 1.3. Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and
sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.

• 1.5. Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to create a specific
tone.

• 1.9. Revise writing to highlight individual voice, improve the style and
sentence variety, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that
are consistent with purpose, audience, and genre.

• 2.2 Write responses to literature.
• 2.3 Write reflective compositions.
WRITTEN AND ORAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CONVENTIONS: 

• 1.0 Students write and speak with a command of standard English
conventions.

Assessment:
• Students will be assessed on their PowerPoint presentations using the

PowerPoint Presentation Rubric.

Tools:
• An Internet browser
• Microsoft PowerPoint
• Microsoft Word
• Optional: Scanners and Digital Video Editing Software



Project Tips and Alternatives:
• Tip #1:

If you have access to scanners and software for digital video editing, have
students scan personal photos and imbed videos into their PowerPoint
presentation.

• Tip #2:
Students can use the audio function of PowerPoint to record the scripts
for their presentations rather than speaking to the class directly.

• Tip #3:
Have students gather images and photos from the Internet, using Fair
Use and other district policies, to enhance their PowerPoint presentations.

• Tip #4:
If you don't have access to a projection device, use a TV projection
system connected to a computer, or have students gather around one
computer.

Attachments:
• "Questions About the Present"
• "Questions About the Past"
• "Questions About the Future"
• "Sample PowerPoint Presentation"
• "PowerPoint Presentation Template"
• "Rubric for PowerPoint Presentation"
• "Step Sheet: Starting a PowerPoint Project" 
• "Step Sheet: Teacher-Directed Demonstrations" 
• "Step Sheet: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images"
• "Step Sheet: Using a Projection Device"

Web Resources - Content:

Ancestral Findings.com
http://www.ancestralfindings.com/

Ancestry.com
http://www.ancestralfindings.com/

Dictionary.com
http://www.dictionary.com/cgi-bin/dict.pl?term=genealogy

http://www.ancestralfindings.com/
http://www.ancestralfindings.com/
http://www.dictionary.com/cgi-bin/dict.pl?term=genealogy


The Genealogy Page
http://www.nara.gov/genealogy/

Source List for Geneology Research
http://www.ukans.edu/heritage/research/dbd.html

Web Resources � PowerPoint:
• A list of linked web resources for PowerPoint can be found on the

PowerPoint Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
• Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.

http://www.nara.gov/genealogy/
http://www.ukans.edu/heritage/research/dbd.html
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