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“Handout: Lead and Concluding Paragraphs” 
 
 
This handout provides you with techniques for writing powerful introductions 
and conclusions. You will practice writing powerful lead and concluding 
paragraphs. 
 
Lead Paragraphs 
 

a. Draw the reader in with vivid sensory description 

b. Get the reader’s attention 

c. Are interesting and clear to understand 

d. Avoid lists 

e. Hook the reader with an intriguing idea 

 
Lead Styles 

a. Time:  Four score and . . . 

b. Questions:  What makes teenagers concerned with fashion? 

c. Cliché: “If you don’t first succeed . . .” 

d. Quotation:  “Give me liberty, or give me death.” 

e. Greeting:  Friends, Romans . . . 

f. Command:  Sit back, relax and enjoy . . . 

g. Character:  The mother goose suddenly . . . 

h. Startling fact:  Half of all marriages end in . . . 

i. Key idea: Dedication is the foundation of a successful team. 

j. Place:  The air was thick with expectation.  The contestants’ breath 
held mid-air as the announcer read the question.  The buzzer sounded 
and the crowd let out a sigh. 

k. Action:  A gentle rumbling alerted the watchdog.  Claws scrambled 
across the slick linoleum and screeched to a halt.  A tail wagged a 
greeting for the owner. 
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Conclusion Paragraphs 

a.  Wrap up the story 

b.  Give the reader a satisfying ending 

c.  Stick in the reader’s mind 
 
Conclusion Styles 
 

a. Urge the reader to take action and support the author’s theme or point  

b. Look back at the beginning of your writing.  What was the “hook” to 
grab the reader’s attention?  Refer to it in the conclusion. 

c. End with a resolution of the conflict and provides a conclusion to the 
problems in the story. 

d. End with a suspense or humor. 
 
Independent Practice 
 
Review the techniques of lead (or introduction) paragraph writing. Draft an 
introduction and conclusion as directed below. 
 
Introduction Paragraph: 
 
Develop a lead (opening sentences) to your story. Hook your reader by 
using one of the strategies suggested. 
 
Conclusion Paragraph: 
 
Review the techniques of conclusion paragraph writing. Be sure to bring 
closure to the conflicts in your story.  
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Prompts 
 
Respond to one or more of the following prompts on a separate sheet of 
paper.  Remember to write an introduction and a conclusion. Do not write 
the body of the story.  
 

a. Write a brief narration and dialogue between best friends at the mall. 
 
b. Describe an event at your favorite place at sunset. 

c. Explain in detail the process of making a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich. 


