
Name :________________________ 
 

Date :_________________________ 
 

"Handout: Storyboard Guidelines"  1 

"Handout: Storyboard Guidelines for Documentary Film  
on the Mayan Civilization" 

 
 
A local movie company is making a documentary film about the Maya that 
will explore both the history of this once great civilization, as well as the 
current state of its present day ancestors. However, the producers only have 
a basic concept for the film—they haven’t done the fundamental research 
and of course, don’t have a script. They plan to use the following as their 
introductory narrative to the film: 
  

“In 1927 Francisco Cornejo, an artist, created a bas relief façade on 
the exterior walls of The Mayan Theater in Downtown Los Angeles. The 
façade showed Mayan figures. Francisco had a strong interest in his 
Mexican heritage, and his art on this building has caused people to 
study and ponder the rise and fall of the Mayans. 
 
Today, people continue to explore the area in Mexico and Central 
America where the Mayan Civilization flourished, looking for clues to 
explain the collapse of this great civilization and what we can learn 
from the past.” 
 

To get this project moving, the producer has asked your class to conduct the 
required research and create “storyboards” for the film. 
 
To accomplish your task in an orderly manner, your class will be divided into 
seven groups, each group having a different focus topic. The topics are: 

1) Mayan art and architecture 
2) Mayan writing and mathematical number system 
3) Mayan calendar 
4) Mayan religion 
5) Mayan economic system and trade 
6) Mayan political organization 
7) Maya people today 
 

Each group is to prepare a formal storyboard to show how their topic should 
appear in the film. When completed, your group will deliver its storyboard to 
the producer as a formal presentation. 
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Assigned Topic:_________________________________________ 
 
 

1. In pairs, use the School Library and/or Internet to research 
information about your group’s assigned topic 

2. Record all sources used in a Bibliography. 
3. Use a Storyboard Organizer in Word to record and organize your 

information and pictures. A storyboard is a visual script that will 
help the producers of the documentary see the scenes that will 
be filmed. Each frame of the storyboard should have a picture 
and a caption or descriptive text. 

4. After each pair in your group has finalized its information, copy 
and paste each box onto a PowerPoint slide. If you have 12 
boxes, then you will have 12 slides. 

5. Combine each pair’s PowerPoint slides into one PowerPoint file. 
6. Use the PowerPoint slide sorter to move and organize slides for 

your group’s presentation. 
7. Practice your group presentation before delivering it to the class. 


