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Looking at the great amount of 

work Picasso produced in his 
lifetime, we can see what an 
extraordinary artist he was. By 
reading accounts of people who 
knew him, we also know what a 
passionate and sometimes difficult 
man he was. 

What made Picasso different 
form other artists is the way in 
which he did not follow one style, 
but was always trying new things 
and moved from style to style with 
ease. At times he worked 
realistically and at others he 
transformed or distorted things he 
saw. 

Picasso seemed to be many 
artists all at once. He was self- 
confident and always true to his 
vision, no matter how strange it 
looked to other people. Sometimes 
he painted in two different styles at 
the same time because he chose 
the style that he felt was right for 
the subject. 

Picasso rejected the traditional 
ideas about art; he did not feel that 
art should be only beautiful, but 
also that it should express his inner 
most mind, his heart, and his soul 
in a variety of ways. 

Probably no other artist has had 
as big an impact on artists that 
followed him. He worked in so 
many styles and materials and 
used so many themes that he 
opened a variety of paths for many 
artists. 
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1881 – 1973 

 
 

 
 

1896 Self-Portrait 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"To copy others is necessary, 

but to copy oneself is 
pathetic." 

 
 
 

 Timeline 
 
The following dates were of significance 
in the life of Pablo Picasso: 
  
1900 Moves to Paris to study and work. 
1901 His friend commits suicide and the 
Blue Period begins. 
1904 Rose Period begins and Picasso 
takes his first mistress. 
1907 Paints Les Demoiselles d’Avignon. 
 

1909Begins Cubism with Georges 
Braque 
1911 Meets second mistress. 
1914 World War I begins. 
1918 Marries Olga Khokhnova and son 
is born in 1921. 
1927 Meets third mistress. 
1935 Separates from wife. 
1937 Paints Guernica. 
1939 World War II begins. 
1943 Meets new mistress and has two 

children, Claude and Paloma. 
1961 Marries Jacqueline Roque. 
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Early Work 
At a very early age, Picasso was a 
gifted painter. 

 
Barefoot Girl 1895 

This work shows his clear 
connection to the Impressionists 
who were also working in Paris at 
the same time.  

 
Portrait 1901 

Blue Period 

The works from this period clearly 
show Picasso’s sense of isolation 
and loneliness. 

 
Breakfast for a Blind Man 1903 

 Gallery of ARTIST’S Work 
 
Cubism 
Cubism was an outgrowth of Picasso’s 
need to challenge tradition. He wanted 
to look at things in a new way. 
 

 
Portrait of Kahnweiler 1910 

 
As Cubism developed, the shapes 
became simpler and more flat. 
 

 
The Musicians 1921 

 
The Established Artist 
During the 1930’s Picasso began to 
experiment with brighter colors. 
 

 
Girl Before a Mirror 1932 

 Gallery of ARTIST’S Work 
 
Picasso used his family as the subject 
for many of his paintings. 
 

 
Paloma Playing With Tadpoles 1954
 
The Mature Artist 
In his later years, Picasso reworked 
many paintings by masters he admired, 
like this one by Manet. 
 

 
Luncheon on the Grass 1961 

 
Even at the age of 90, Picasso was still 
able to capture a striking likeness. 
 

 
Self Portrait 1972 

 “Imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery.” 

 
Self-Portrait 

by Jill Student 
 

 
 
In creating my Imitative piece of 
artwork I discovered how hard it is to 
work like Picasso. To purposely reject 
realism and focus on looking in a new 
way, was really frustrating. It meant 
that I had to make my own meaning for 
what I was doing which is what Picasso 
also had to do. This is scary and hard to 
stay true to your ideas when other 
people don’t understand what you’re 
doing!  

 
When I first looked at Picasso’s work I 
thought anyone could paint like that, 
but then I looked at his early work and 
realized how capable he was in 
realistically recording what he saw. Until 
now, I thought that was the sign of a 
good artist. Now I can see that Picasso 
wasn’t someone who couldn’t do better, 
but someone who chose to not follow 
what was easier for him. In the process 
he discovered a whole new way of 
looking and recording what he saw.  
 


