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“Handout: Lead and Concluding Paragraphs” 
 
 
This handout provides you with techniques for writing powerful 
introductions and conclusions. You will practice writing powerful lead 
and concluding paragraphs. 
 
Lead Paragraphs 
 
a. Draw the reader in with vivid sensory description. 

b. Get the reader’s attention. 

c. Are interesting and clear to understand. 

d. Avoid lists. 

e. Introduce thesis and essential points. 
 
Lead Styles 

a. Time:  "Four score and . . ." 

b. Questions:  What makes teenagers concerned with fashion? 

c. Cliché: “If at first you don't succeed . . .” 

d. Quotation:  “Give me liberty, or give me death.” 

e. Greeting: “Friends, Romans . . . ” 

f. Command:  Sit back, relax, and enjoy . . . 

g. Character:  The mother goose suddenly . . . 

h. Startling fact:  Half of all marriages end in . . . 

i. Key idea: Dedication is the foundation of a successful team. 

j. Place:  The air was thick with expectation. The contestants’ breath 
held mid-air as the announcer read the question. The buzzer 
sounded and the crowd let out a sigh. 

k. Action:  A gentle rumbling alerted the watchdog. Claws scrambled 
across the slick linoleum and screeched to a halt. Tail wagged a 
greeting for the owner. 
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Conclusion Paragraphs 

a.  Restate the thesis and main points or arguments. 

b.  Give the reader a satisfying ending. 

a. Stick in the reader’s mind 
 
Conclusion Styles 
 
a. Urge the reader to take action and support the author’s 

Proposal.  

b. Look back at the beginning of your writing. What was the “hook” to 
grab the reader’s attention? Refer to it in the conclusion. 

c. End with a concise opinion statement. 

d. End with a question. 

e. End with sarcasm or a joke. 

f. Restate the thesis and main points. 

g. Warn what might happen if the proposed argument is not followed. 
 

Independent Practice 
 
Review the techniques of lead (or introduction) paragraph writing. 
Draft an introduction and conclusion as directed here: 
 
Introduction Paragraph: 
 
Develop a thesis (opinion statement). State the main points of your 
argument.  
 
Conclusion Paragraph: 
 
Review the techniques of conclusion paragraph writing. Restate the 
thesis (opinion statement). Restate the main points of your argument 
so as to convince the reader to have a similar opinion.  
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Prompts 
 
Respond to one or more of the following prompts on a separate sheet 
of paper:  
 
a. Convince your parents to give you a separate phone line. 

b. Argue for no homework. 

c. Advocate for a longer school year. 


