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"Handout: The Great Wall Newspaper Article  
and Presentation Guide" 

 
Many people would like to visit the Great Wall in China. They are fascinated 
when they see pictures of how it snakes across the countryside. They want 
to know more about who built the wall, how it was built, and why. People 
also wonder what else the Chinese people contributed to the world during 
the Medieval Period. Finally, if people visit the Great Wall and China today, 
what kind of government, language, religion, and economy will they find? 
 
Your class has been asked to write a series of four newspaper articles. Your 
class is to be divided into four groups, each group being assigned a different 
article to write. 
 
Each group will research their topic, organize and write their article, and 
then make a multimedia presentation to the class about what they learned 
during this activity. You are encouraged to include pictures in both your 
newspaper article and class presentation. 
 
 
Assigned Topic: ________________________________________ 
 
 
Use the school library and/or Internet to research information about your 
group’s assigned topic. 
 
You will use a simple spreadsheet to manage information, prepare your 
article, and record sources of all information used. 
 
Research information for your newspaper article. The steps below 
should help guide your research, writing, and presentation.  
 
 
Article One:  Qin Dynasty: 

1. Who was Qin Shi Huang and what was life like for the Chinese people 
living under this ruler? 

2. Give facts about how the Great Wall was built, how long it took to 
build, why it was built, where it was built, how long it was, and how 
wide and high it was.  

3. What contributions, in addition to the Great Wall, did the Qin Dynasty 
give the world? 
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Article Two:  Han Dynasty: 

1. Who was Han Wu-Di and what was life like for the Chinese people 
living under this ruler? 

2. Give facts about how the Great Wall was built, how long it took to 
build, why it was built, where it was built, how long it was, and how 
wide and high it was.  

3. What contributions, in addition to the Great Wall, did the Han Dynasty 
give the world? 

 
Article Three:  Ming Dynasty: 

1. What was life like for the Chinese people living under the Ming rulers? 
2. Give facts about how the Great Wall was built, how long it took to 

build, why it was built, where it was built, how long it was, and how 
wide and high it was.  

3. What contributions, in addition to the Great Wall, did the Ming Dynasty 
give the world? 

 
Article Four:  Information for Tourists who plan to visit today: 

1. Give facts about the government and its capital city, the geography: 
size, major rivers, major mountain ranges, the language and how the 
people write and count, the major religions, and what the people grow 
for food and products they make for export. 

2. Include any other interesting facts you find as you conduct your 
research. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


