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“Getting Down to Basics in Art” 

 
 
Subject: 
Arts: Visual Art 
 
Level: 
Grades 6-8 
 
Abstract: 
Students will capture and save images from various sources, including the 
Internet and images from books via a scanner. (It is also possible to expand 
project with use of digital cameras). These images will be used to illustrate 
the elements of art (line, shape, form, color, texture, value, and space). 
Students will use PowerPoint software to create their own elements or 
principles of art slide show. 
 
Invitation:  

Use this lesson to review or introduce the essential vocabulary of visual 
art. By creating a PowerPoint presentation that illustrates basic aesthetic 
literacy, you can take simple concepts and engage your students in 
higher level thinking skills. Students will research a topic, collect images 
from various sources (the web or scanned), and select which images they 
think best illustrate their chosen topic of the elements of art. 
 
Not only will students become more aware of the creative potential of 
PowerPoint, but they will also become engaged in making judgments 
about art. Students will analyze and synthesize the collection of art they 
have chosen for their presentation and they will also evaluate their work 
and the work of their peers. The final step in the creative process will 
require them to revise their original work and reassess what they have 
produced.  

 
Situations: 
Where:  
This lesson may take place in a classroom with at least three computers 
including a scanner or it may take place in a computer lab where every 
student has access to a computer with Internet access. Students may work 
individually within a lab setting or with fewer computers, in small groups to 
share image collections to produce their projects. Some work could be done 
at home if students have access to the Internet and/or a scanner.  
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This lesson is designed to take place with a visual art specialist, who is 
familiar with the essential vocabulary of the elements of art. Students may 
do some of the project as homework, if they have access to the Internet and 
have the common media to transport the images to school (zip drive, floppy, 
or CD from a burner). 
  
When:
This lesson may take place as an introductory lesson to a beginning middle 
school or junior high visual art class or it could be used as a culminating 
activity to exhibit knowledge gained over a long course of study in visual art. 
Consider creating a timeline to assist students in completing each process in 
a timely manner. This would include capturing examples from the Internet, 
scanning examples, and creating the final PowerPoint presentation.  
 
How Long: This lesson can be pared down or it can be expanded to meet 
the needs of the students and or teacher. At a very basic level (creating a 
presentation with eight or less slides), the minimum amount of time would 
be two weeks of 50-minute class periods. The lesson may be extended to 
include more slides (images), more complex features in the presentation, 
such as adding sound, and/or also by having students create original digital 
images by hand. Digital images can be created with a digital camera or with 
imaging software such as Photoshop, paint programs, and other imaging 
software. These additions could extend the project to as long as four weeks 
of 50-minute classes.  
 
Tasks: 
Task 1:  
The teacher will introduce the project, discussing the elements of art and 
brainstorming with students on white board/paper (or use a mind-mapping 
program like Inspiration software) to create descriptors of each term. 
 
Task 2: 
The teacher will show examples of each element of art to help students gain 
visual recognition of the concepts. 
 
Task 3: 
The teacher will introduce the PowerPoint template with the “given” 
definitions, including an explanation on what will be required for each slide. 
(See the “Template: Seven Elements of Art” PowerPoint attachment.) 
 
Task 4: 
The teacher will review the information on how to cite electronic sources 
provided on the following website: 
http://www.cas.usf.edu/english/walker/mla.html. 

http://www.cas.usf.edu/english/walker/mla.html
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The teacher and students will discuss the issue of plagiarism and appropriate 
ways to cite their sources. Students will also be shown ways to record a URL 
so it can be accessed later. Be sure the references in the worksheet are 
altered as necessary. Do not assume they will never change. 
  
Task 5:  
Students will go online to the resource sites listed below and find a particular 
type of painting or image to use that illustrates the term they are defining.  
 
usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/arts/museums.htm  

Links to over 20 American Art Museums. 
vlmp.museophile.com/galleries.html   

A virtual library with international links to a wide range of art museums. 
www.msstate.edu/Fineart_Online/art-resources/museums.html   

A Fine Art Forum Resource Directory that is an alphabetically organized 
source for both two and three dimensional art images. 

www.cedarnet.org/emig/nj.html  
A site with links to several international galleries and a wide range of Art 
education topics. 

history.evansville.net/art.html   
A resource containing links to several image collections that mainly focus 
on architecture. 

www.nd.edu/~colldev/subjects/art/internet.htm  
Selected art sites which contain dictionaries, museums, galleries, and web 
guides. 

 
Task 6: 
Students will save their image to the student/class folder and record the URL 
(Internet address).  
 
Task 7:  
Students will confirm they are on track by showing the teacher an 
appropriate example. 
 
Task 8:  
After guided practice, students will continue to search at their own pace to 
find other examples or other components. They will save their work to the 
student/class folder with descriptive names.  
 
Task 9:  
In pairs or groups, students will place their image into the PowerPoint 
template. (See the “Step Sheet: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images” 
attachment.) Students will use their saved images, not clip art.  
 

usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/arts/museums.htm
vlmp.museophile.com/galleries.html
www.msstate.edu/Fineart_Online/art-resources/museums.html
www.cedarnet.org/emig/nj.html
history.evansville.net/art.html
www.nd.edu/~colldev/subjects/art/internet.htm
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Task 10:  
Students will save their PowerPoint project with their team's name imbedded 
in the title. 
 
Task 11:  
Each pair or small group will review another pair or small group’s project and 
critique it. (See the “Elements of Art Rubric” attachment.) 

Task 12: 
Each pair or small group will revise their PowerPoint presentation into a final 
format. 
 
Task 13: 
The teacher will present the projects. (See the  “Step Sheet: Teacher-
Directed Demonstrations” attachment.) PowerPoint projects will be 
presented to the entire class with each pair or small group justifying their 
choice of images.  
 
Interactions: 
Full Class: 
Direct instruction with the full class will include a series of mini-lessons on 
the elements of art (line, shape, form, texture, value, space, and color) in 
which the teacher will define, describe, and/or review the basic vocabulary 
of visual art. The elements of art are best described with examples of art, 
slides, and/or prints of famous artwork. Show students several examples for 
each element. (See the “Worksheet: Elements of Art Vocabulary” 
attachment.)  
 
Partners/small group:  
When this lesson is geared toward partners or small groups the pacing is 
much faster. Another technique for cutting time is to pair students on a 
single element of art and create only one class-wide PowerPoint 
presentation. Small groups will share their projects and reflect on possible 
improvements before they bring their presentation back to the entire class.  
 
Individual: 
All individuals will participate in the full class mini-lessons; reflect upon and 
evaluate their contribution to the finished PowerPoint presentation; 
demonstrate the ability to capture, save, and use images in a PowerPoint 
presentation; and cite sources for the images they have included in their 
presentation. Finally, every student will have an opportunity to make 
revisions or additions to their project. 
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Standards:  
Grade 6 
Visual Arts 
1.1 Identify and describe all the elements of art found in selected works of 
art (color, shape/form, line, texture, space, and value). 
 
Creative Expression 
2.4 Create increasingly complex original works of art reflecting personal 
choices and increased technical skill. 
2.5 Select specific media and processes to express moods, feelings, themes, 
or ideas. 
2.6 Use technology to create original works of art. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
3.3 Compare, in oral or written form, representative images or designs from 
at least two selected cultures. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
4.1 Construct and describe plausible interpretations of what they perceive in 
works of art. 
4.3 Develop specific criteria as individuals or in groups to assess and critique 
works of art. 
4.4 Change, edit, or revise their works of art after a critique, articulating 
reasons for their changes.  
 
Language Arts – Writing Strategies 
Research and Technology 
1.4 Use organizational features of electronic text (e.g., bulletin boards, 
databases, keyword searches, e-mail addresses) to locate information. 
1.5 Compose documents with appropriate formatting by using word-
processing skills and principles of design (e.g., margins, tabs, spacing, 
columns, page orientation). 
 
Grade Seven 
Artistic Perception 
1.1 Describe the environment and selected works of art, using the elements 
of art and the principles of design. 
1.4 Analyze and describe how the elements of art and the principles of 
design contribute to the expressive qualities of their own works of art. 
 
Creative Expression 
2.6 Create an original work of art, using film, photography, computer 
graphics, or video. 
2.7 Create a series of works of art that express a personal statement 
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demonstrating skill in applying the elements of art and the principles of 
design. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
3.2 Compare and contrast works of art from various periods, styles, and 
cultures and explain how those works reflect the society in which they were 
made. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
4.1 Explain the intent of a personal work of art and draw possible parallels 
between it and the work of a recognized artist. 
4.3 Take an active part in a small-group discussion about the artistic value 
of specific works of art, with a wide range of the viewpoints of peers being 
considered. 
4.4 Develop and apply specific and appropriate criteria individually or in 
groups to assess and critique works of art. 
4.5 Identify what was done when a personal work of art was reworked and 
explain how those changes improved the work.  
 
Connections, Relationships, Applications 
5.3 Examine art, photography, and other two-and three-dimensional images, 
comparing how different visual representations of the same object lead to 
different interpretations of its meaning, and describe or illustrate the results. 
 
Language Arts – Writing Strategies 
Research and Technology 
1.4 Identify topics; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to 
inquiry, investigation, and research. 
1.5 Give credit for both quoted and paraphrased information in a 
bibliography by using a consistent and sanctioned format and methodology 
for citations. 
1.6 Create documents by using word-processing skills and publishing 
programs 
 
Grade Eight 
Artistic Perception 
1.1 Use artistic terms when describing the intent and content of works of 
art. 
1.2 Analyze and justify how their artistic choices contribute to the expressive 
quality of their own works of art. 
1.3 Analyze the use of the elements of art and the principles of design as 
they relate to meaning in video, film, or electronic media. 
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Creative Expression 
2.1 Demonstrate an increased knowledge of technical skills in using more 
complex two-dimensional art media and processes (e.g., printing press, silk 
screening, computer graphics software). 
2.3 Create an original work of art, using film, photography, computer 
graphics, or video. 
2.5 Select a medium to use to communicate a theme in a series of works of 
art. 
 
Historical and Cultural Context 
3.2 Compare, contrast, and analyze styles of art from a variety of times and 
places in Western and non-Western cultures. 
 
Aesthetic Valuing 
4.2 Develop a theory about the artist ’s intent in a series of works of art, 
using reasoned statements to support personal opinions. 
4.3 Construct an interpretation of a work of art based on the form and 
content of the work. 
4.4 Develop and apply a set of criteria as individuals or in groups to assess 
and critique works of art. 
4.5 Present a reasoned argument about the artistic value of a work of art 
and respond to the arguments put forward by others within a classroom 
setting. 
 
Language Arts – Writing Strategies 
Research and Technology 
1.4 Plan and conduct multiple-step information searches by using computer 
networks and modems. 
1.5 Achieve an effective balance between researched information and 
original ideas. 
 
Assessment:     

•  “Elements of Art Rubric:” Used to reflect on choices and make changes  
  
Tools: 

•  Computers 
•  Scanners  
•  Internet connection 
•  Printer 
•  LCD projector 
•  Server, if possible, to manage student files/projects 
•  Microsoft PowerPoint 
•  Inspiration, or other mind-mapping program 
•  Microsoft Word 
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•  Adobe PhotoShop or other programs to alter images 
•  Art images (books, postcards, calendars, etc.) 

 
Project Tips and Alternatives: 
Tip #1:  
Use Inspiration for the intro/brainstorm and final definitions. (Students 
should save for use throughout lesson.) 
 
Tip #2:  
Create student folder on computer server to allow access from any class at 
school. 

Tip #3:  
When saving off the Internet, art pictures can be quite large. To save image 
loading time and total file size of the PowerPoint project, reduce each picture 
file size and resolution in PhotoShop or other graphics program. (See the 
“Digital Imaging Definitions and Hints” attachment.) 

Tip #4:  
If program quits while working with images, increase the memory allocation 
of the program. (See the “Digital Imaging Definitions and Hints” 
attachment.) 

Tip #5:  
To save time recording URLs from the web, select URL (highlight), and 
choose Copy from the Edit menu. Open a word processing doc and paste the 
URL and descriptors. Number each image and have it correspond to the 
number listed next to the URL. Toggle between the browser program and 
word processor as needed to add to your list of references. 

Tip #6:  
To print multiple slides for students to review: Go to Print and change PRINT 
WHAT from “Slides” to “Handouts” (accommodates three slides per page, 
which includes lines for notes on the side of each slide). 

Tip #7: 
If time permits, the elements of art can be further clarified by producing a 
small piece of artwork to illustrate each of them as an extension activity or 
review. 

Tip #8: 
To extend learning, students can add sound to their PowerPoint presentation 
or create an original work of art for their PowerPoint presentation using a 
paint program. 
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Tip #9: 
Student/teacher rubric may be further refined and personalized by having 
students add to it and create additional categories. As is, the rubric is a 
simple framework that covers the basic lesson concepts. 
 
Attachments: 

•  “Template: The Seven Elements of Art” 
•  “Worksheet: Elements of Art Vocabulary” 
•  “Digital Imaging Definitions and Hints” 
•  “Elements of Art Rubric” 
•  “Step Sheet: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images” 
•  “Step Sheet: Creating a PowerPoint Presentation” 
•  “Step Sheet" Using a Projection Device” 

 
Web Resources – Content: 
A list of linked web resources related to the content of this lesson can be 
found on the Lesson Page. 
 
Web Resources – PowerPoint: 
A list of linked web resources for PowerPoint can be found on the PowerPoint 
Resources page. 
 
Assistive Technology: 
Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on methods 
and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the curricula in 
the least restrictive environment. 


