
“Mr. President Research Guide”

•  On a separate piece of paper, write the answers to these questions.
•  This guide will help you research the election and write your letter.
•  You will be answering the essential question, “Do you understand

the presidential election process and the reasons why it had such a
large effect on this year’s presidential election? If not, let’s find
out?”

1. Describe yourself.
What is your full name?
How old are you? Where do you live?
What school do you go to? What grade are you in? Who is the teacher?
Is there anything else you want to say about yourself?
Why are you writing this letter?

2. Research
Hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles were published covering
the election. The World Wide Web is full of Election 2000 news. Find at
least two sources of information and summarize what they say. Use
the following list of topics to guide your research:

•  Democrat (Al Gore) and Republican (George W. Bush)
•  Electoral College and the Popular Vote
•  Supreme Court Cases (Florida and U.S.)
•  Florida Presidential Election
•  Butterfly Ballots, Chads

3. Parent Interview
Your parents voted for a Presidential candidate. They may have voted
for Al Gore or George W. Bush, or for a third party candidate like
Green Party candidate Ralph Nader. Have a discussion with them
about whom they voted for and why. Ask them what they think of the
outcome of the election and what they think about the Electoral
College process compared with the popular vote. Include their answers
in your letter.

4. In My Opinion…
Now you will need to form your own opinion about how our presidents
are elected. Thinking for yourself is important, so try to be original.
Don’t just repeat what your parents or the newspaper said. Give the
reasons and facts that back up your opinions when you write your
letter to the president.



5. Closing
Now you finish the letter. Summarize the main points you made. Ask
the President to write you back. Thank him for listening. Write,
“Sincerely,” type your name, then write it in cursive.


