
Grade 5
Lesson Plan



 “Mr. President”

Subject:
•  Language Arts: Writing

Level:
Grade 5

Abstract:
•  In this lesson, students will write a persuasive letter to the President of

the United States. Students will research the 2000 Presidential election,
interview parents, and reflect on their own opinions and experiences to
write their letter. The essential question students will be asked is, “Do
you understand the presidential election process and the reasons why it
had such a large effect on this year’s presidential election? If not, let’s
find out?”

•  Using the information gathered from their Research Guide, students will
engage in the writing process to research, draft, revise, edit, and publish
a letter titled, “Mr. President.”

•  After going through the writing process, students will publish their “Mr.
President” document in Microsoft Word, enhancing their publication with
text formatting, WordArt, and a page border.

•  The final steps in the unit include presentation of the published student
work during Author’s Chair, mailing off their letter to Washington DC, and
subsequent compilation of individual letters and Presidential responses
into a class “Mr. President” book.

Invitation:
“Who will be the 43rd President of the United States of America?” This was
surely the biggest question for the American people during the 2000
Election. No other election in history created as much controversy as this
one. Many politicians, lawyers, and judges had a role in the outcome of
this election. Lawyers for the Democrats and Republicans, the Florida
Legislature, local Florida judges, the Florida Supreme court, the Governor
of Florida, the Secretary of State of Florida, and the Supreme Court all
played a part in the lengthy process necessary to determine who the next
president would be.

You did not get to vote for this President, but in about thirteen years,
when you are 18, you will have your first chance to vote. The essential
question is, “Do you understand the presidential election process and the



reasons why it had such a large effect on this year’s presidential election?
If not, let’s find out?” You will write a letter to the President telling him
what you think. You will ask for a response, and he will write back to you!

This project will give us a chance to find out everything we ever wanted
to know about the 2000 Presidential election. We will investigate the
election process, interview our parents, and form our own opinions. We’ll
use the information we gather to write a persuasive letter to the
President, giving him our opinion about the current election process used
to elect the president. We’ll type and publish our work on the computer,
mail our letters to the White House, share our finished work with the
class, and with all our pages put together, make a class book. In a few
weeks, we will get letters back from Washington DC!

Situations:
•  Where: The majority of this unit will occur at school. Some of the

activities will occur in large and small groups in the classroom, on
computers within the classroom, and at individual student desks for
drafting. Some of the activities will occur at home, because data is
collected from parents and media sources.

•  When: This project takes place during language arts. Additional
assignments will take place during the student’s homework time.

•  How Long: Depending on how you enhance or expand these activities,
the completion of the unit could take anywhere from three days to two
weeks.

Tasks:
•  Task 1:

Students will listen to the invitation to this lesson.

•  Task 2:
Students will listen to a reading of the sample letter, “Mr. President.”
Optionally, the teacher could print copies of the passage and use it as a
guided reading selection.

•  Task 3:
Students will write a journal entry reflecting on the reading, and begin to
brainstorm ideas for their own letter to the President.



•  Task 4:
Students will meet in small group writing response circles to discuss the
reading and share their initial journal writing.

•  Task 5:
Students will volunteer for a preliminary Author’s Chair to share their
initial writing responses to the assignment, the readings, and their first
thoughts for their own letter to the President.

•  Task 6:
Students will take the “Mr. President” Research Guide home for
homework.

•  Task 7:
Students will share the results of their initial research in a small group
writing response circle.

Task 8:
Students will share the results of their initial research with the whole
group.

•  Task 9:
Students will write their first draft of “Mr. President.”

•  Task 10:
Students will meet in small group writing response circles to get feedback
from peers.

•  Task 11:
Students will revise their drafts to include changes suggested from peers
and the teacher.

•  Task 12:
Students will edit their work to adhere to the writing conventions
appropriate to this grade level.

•  Task 13:
Students will submit their revised, edited writing to the teacher for a final
edit and revision.

•  Task 14:
Students will make their final revisions and corrections.



•  Task 15:
Students will publish their work on the computer and Microsoft Word,
creating a document titled, “Mr. President.” (See Step Sheet.)

•  Task 16:
Students will enhance their document using WordArt. (See Step Sheet.)

•  Task 17:
Students will enhance their document by adding a page border. (See Step
Sheet.)

•  Task 18:
Students will print their document with teacher approval.

•  Task 19:
Students will present their final product to the class in Author’s Chair.

•  Task 20:
Students will submit a copy of their finished product for inclusion in the
class book, “Mr. President.”

•  Task 21:
Students will address an envelope to: Office of the President, The White
House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20500.

•  Task 22:
Students will mail a copy of their letter to the President.

Interactions:
•  Full Class: As teacher, you will initiate full class discussions.

•  Read the invitation at the beginning of this lesson.
•  Clarify the assignments.
•  Show samples of the individual products (sample “Mr. President”

document) and group product (class book).
•  Give the homework assignment.
•  Students will present published work to the class in Author’s Chair.

•  Small Group: Students will work in small groups, offering compliments
and suggestions to peer writers in writing response circles.

•  Individual: Teacher will request that students create writing drafts and
published documents individually.



•  Home: Students will take home the “Mr. President” Research Guide to
determine the election facts, form their own opinions, and prepare to
write their letter.

Standards:
•  Language Arts: 1.0 Writing Strategies

Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays. The writing exhibits
the students’ awareness of the audience and purpose. Essays contain
formal introductions, supporting evidence, and conclusions. Students
progress through the stages of the writing process as needed.
•  Organization and Focus:

•  Create multiple-paragraph expository compositions:
•  Establish a topic, important ideas, or events in sequence or

chronological order.
•  Provide details and transitional expressions that link one

paragraph to another in a clear line of thought.
•  Offer a concluding paragraph that summarizes important ideas

and details.
•  Research and Technology:

•  Create simple documents by using electronic media.
•  Evaluation and Revision:

•  Edit and revise manuscripts to improve the meaning and focus of
writing.

•  Language Arts: 2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their
Characteristics)
•  Students write narrative, expository, and/or persuasive letter.
•  Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American

English and the research, organizational, and drafting strategies
outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.

•  Using the writing strategies of grade five outlined in Writing Standard
1.0, students:
•  Write persuasive letters or compositions:

•  State a clear position in support of a proposal.
•  Support a position with relevant evidence.
•  Follow a simple organizational pattern.
•  Address reader concerns.



•  Language Arts: Written and Oral Language Conventions
Students write and speak with a command of standard English
conventions appropriate to this grade level, including:
•  Sentence structure
•  Grammar
•  Punctuation
•  Capitalization
•  Spelling

Assessment:
•  Individual Assessment Project: This unit uses project-based

assessment. The final product, a formatted, enhanced document with
conventional writing, should be assessed against the district writing rubric
appropriate to this grade level.

•  Group Assessment Project: The teacher is responsible for compiling
the individual student products into a class book.

Tools:
“Microsoft Word” word processing application.

Project Tips and Alternatives:
•  Tip #1: Save your work often.

•  Tip #2: Feel free to change the formatting used in this lesson (font, font
size, WordArt, border pattern) to any other appropriate theme for your
class.

•  Tip#3: This lesson can easily be narrowed down by focusing only on the
individual word processing skills (word art, borders, font) needed to
create the finished product.

•  Tip#4: Depending on whether your students have had prior experience
with Microsoft Word, you may want to walk through the Step Sheets with
them the first time.



Related Units:
•  Word Grade K – “Alphabet Potluck Feast”
•  Word Grade 1 – “Soup from a Stone, Fancy That”
•  Word Grade 2 – “The Fantastic World of Stellaluna”
•  Word Grade 3 – “Me,  Myself, and I”
•  Word Grade 4 – “My Autobiography”

Attachments:
•  “Step Sheet: Creating a New Document”
•  “Step Sheet: Creating Word Art”
•  “Step Sheet: Adding a Border”
•  “Step Sheet Sample: Mr. President”
•  “Mr. President Research Guide”

Web Resources
•  A list of linked web resources for Word can be found on the Word

Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
•  Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.


