
Grade 4
Lesson Plan



“My Autobiography”

Subject:
•  Language Arts: Writing

Level:
Grade 4

Abstract:
•  In this lesson, students will research the history, meaning, and personal

significance of their life stories. Students will interview parents and reflect
on their own experiences to learn the history of their lives.

•  Using the information gathered from their Research Guide, students will
engage in the writing process to draft, revise, edit, and publish a
document titled, “My Autobiography.”

•  After going through the writing process, students will publish their “My
Autobiography” document in Microsoft Word, enhancing their publication
with text formatting, WordArt, and a page border.

•  The final step in the unit is presentation of the published student work
during Author’s Chair, and subsequent compilation of individual pages
into a class “My Autobiography” book.

Invitation:
“What’s your name?” This is almost always the first question asked and
answered when we meet people. Our name tells a story. It tells the story
of who we are. Our lives tell a story too. The story of our life is called an
autobiography.

This project will give us a chance to find out everything we ever wanted
to know about our life. We will research our families, pets, favorite sports
and hobbies, favorite foods, trips and vacations, and we’ll think about our
future. We will get to interview our parents about our lives too. We’ll use
the information they tell us and our own answers to the Research Guide
to write our life’s history. We’ll type and publish our work on the
computer, share our finished work with the class, and with all our pages
put together, make a class book.



Situations:
•  Where: The majority of this unit will occur at school. Some of the

activities will occur in large and small groups in the classroom, on
computers within the classroom, and at individual student desks for
drafting. Some of the activities will occur at home, because data is
collected from parents and other family members.

•  When: This project takes place during language arts. Additional
assignments will take place during the student’s homework time.

•  How Long: Depending on how you enhance or expand these activities,
the completion of the unit could take anywhere from three days to two
weeks.

Tasks:
•  Task 1:

Students will listen to the invitation to this lesson.

•  Task 2:
Students will listen to a selection from either I am Rosa Parks by Rosa
Parks, Just Like Me edited by Harriet Rohmer, or other autobiographies
more appropriate to your classroom population. Optionally, the teacher
could print copies of the passage and use it as a guided reading selection.

•  Task 3:
Students will write a journal entry reflecting on the two readings, and
begin to think about the meaning, history, and personal feelings for their
own life.

•  Task 4:
Students will meet in small group writing response circles to discuss the
two readings and share their initial journal writing.

•  Task 5:
Students will volunteer for a preliminary Author’s Chair to share their
initial writing responses to the assignment, the readings, and their
personal reflections on the meaning and history of their own life.

•  Task 6:
Students will take the “My Autobiography” Research Guide home for
homework.



•  Task 7:
Students will share the results of their initial research in a small group
writing response circle.

•  Task 8:
Students will share the results of their initial research with the whole
group.

•  Task 9:
Students will write their first draft of “My Autobiography.”

•  Task 10:
Students will meet in small group writing response circles to get feedback
from peers.

•  Task 11:
Students will revise their drafts to include changes suggested from peers
and the teacher.

•  Task 12:
Students will edit their work to adhere to the writing conventions
appropriate to this grade level.

•  Task 13:
Students will submit their revised, edited writing to the teacher for a final
edit and revision.

•  Task 14:
Students will make their final revisions and corrections.

•  Task 15:
Students will use basic keyboarding skills to publish their work in
Microsoft Word, creating a document titled, “My Autobiography.” (See
Step Sheet.)

•  Task 16:
Students will enhance their document using WordArt. (See Step Sheet.)

•  Task 17:
Students will enhance their document by adding a page border. (See Step
Sheet.)

•  Task 18:
Students will print their document with teacher approval.



•  Task 19:
Students will present their final product to the class in Author’s Chair.

•  Task 20:
Students will submit their finished product for inclusion in the class book,
“My Autobiography.”

Interactions:
•  Full Class: As teacher, you will initiate full class discussions.

•  Read the invitation at the beginning of this lesson.
•  Read I am Rosa Parks by Rosa Parks, Just Like Me edited by Harriet

Rohmer, or other autobiography.
•  Clarify the assignments.
•  Show samples of the individual products (sample “My Autobiography”

document) and group product (class book).
•  Give the homework assignment.
•  Students will present published work to the class in Author’s Chair.

•  Small Group: Students will work in small groups, offering compliments
and suggestions to peer writers in writing response circles.

•  Individual: You will request that students create writing drafts and
published documents individually.

•  Home: Students will take home the “My Autobiography” Research Guide
to determine their life history.

Standards:
•  Language Arts: 1.0 Writing Strategies

•  Students write clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs that
develop a central idea.

•  Their writing shows they consider the audience and purpose. Students
progress through the stages of the writing process (e.g., prewriting,
drafting, revising, editing successive versions).

•  Organization and Focus: Select a focus, an organizational structure,
and a point of view based upon purpose, audience, length, and format
requirements. Create multiple-paragraph compositions:

•  Use correct indentation.
•  Research and Technology:

•  Quote or paraphrase information sources, citing them appropriately.
•  Evaluation and Revision:

•  Edit and revise selected drafts to improve coherence.



•  Language Arts: 2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their
Characteristics)
•  Students write narratives.
•  Student writing demonstrates a command of standard American

English and the research, organizational, and drafting strategies
outlined in Writing Standard 1.0.

•  Write narratives:
•  Relate ideas, observations, or recollections of an event or

experience.
•  Provide a context to enable the reader to imagine the world of the

event or experience.
•  Use concrete sensory details.
•  Provide insight into why the selected event or experience is

memorable.
•  Write responses to literature:

•  Demonstrate an understanding of the literary work.
•  Support judgments through references to both the text and prior

knowledge.
•  Write information reports:

•  Frame a central question about an issue or situation.
•  Include facts and details for focus.
•  Draw from more than one source of information (e.g., speakers,

books, newspapers, other media sources).
•  Write summaries that contain the main ideas of the reading

selection and the most significant details.

•  Language Arts: Written and Oral Language Conventions
Students write and speak with a command of standard English
conventions appropriate to this grade level, including:
•  Sentence structure
•  Grammar
•  Punctuation
•  Capitalization
•  Spelling

Assessment:
•  Individual Assessment Project: This unit uses project-based

assessment. The final product, a formatted, enhanced document with
conventional writing, should be assessed against the district writing rubric
appropriate to this grade level.

•  Group Assessment Project: The teacher is responsible for compiling
the individual student products into a class book.



Tools:
•  Microsoft Word word processing application.
•  Literature: I am Rosa Parks by Rosa Parks, Just Like Me edited by

Harriet Rohmer, or other autobiography.

Project Tips and Alternatives:
•  Tip #1: Save your work often.

•  Tip #2: Feel free to change the formatting used in this lesson (font, font
size, WordArt, border pattern) to any other appropriate theme for your
class.

•  Tip#3: This lesson can easily be narrowed down by focusing only on the
individual word processing skills (word art, borders, font) needed to
create the finished product.

•  Tip#4: Depending on whether your students have had prior experience
with Microsoft Word, you may want to walk through the Step Sheets with
them the first time.

Related Units:
•  Word Grade K – “Alphabet Potluck Feast”
•  Word Grade 1 – “Soup from a Stone, Fancy That”
•  Word Grade 2 – “The Fantastic World of Stellaluna”
•  Word Grade 3 – “Me,  Myself, and I”
•  Word Grade 5 – “Mr. President”

Attachments:
•  “Step Sheet: Creating a New Document”
•  “Step Sheet: Creating Word Art”
•  “Step Sheet: Adding a Border”
•  “Step Sheet Sample: My Autobiography”
•  “My Autobiography Research Guide”

Web Resources
•  A list of linked web resources for Word can be found on the Word

Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
•  Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.


