
Grade 5
Lesson Plan



“Come to the Colonies: A PowerPoint Travel Brochure”

Subject:
•  Language Arts: Writing, Listening, and Speaking
•  Social Studies: Indian nations and the new settlers, Colonial era

Level:
Grade 5

Abstract:
•  During this unit, partners will work cooperatively to research topics and

create a mock travel brochure for one of the 13 original colonies in the
form of a PowerPoint presentation.  The class will agree on the required
topics for the presentation, such as geographic location and significance,
community members, politics, religion, and recreation.

•  Before creating the presentation, student partners will research and
discuss the history and customs of colonists and the local Indian nation.

•  The final presentation should address the following standard driven
topics:

•  The cooperation that existed between the colonists and Indians during
the 1600s and 1700s.

•  The influence and achievements of significant leaders of the time.
•  Identification on a map of the locations of the colony and of the

American Indian nations already inhabiting the areas.
•  Identification of the major individuals and groups responsible for the

founding of the various colonies and the reasons for their founding.
•  Description of the religious aspects of the earliest colonies. Explain the

early democratic ideas and practices that emerged during the colonial
period, including the significance of representative assemblies and
town meetings.

Invitation:
Where have you been on a vacation?  How did you know about the place
before you visited?

Have you or your family ever looked at travel brochures before planning a
trip?



Situations:
Where: The majority of this unit will occur at school. Some of the activities
will occur within the classroom, and on computers within the classroom.
Some of the activities may occur at home, as students extend their research
time.

When: This project is multi-disciplinary and could occur during language
arts, social studies, or inter-disciplinary periods of time within your
classroom structure.

How Long: Depending on how you enhance or expand these activities, the
completion of the unit could take anywhere from one to two weeks.

Tasks:
•  Task 1:

The teacher will pass out sample travel brochures (available at any local
Chamber of Commerce or hotel).

•  Task 2:
Students will discuss initial thoughts and brainstorm topics for the colonial
brochure.

•  Task 3:
The teacher will refine the topics to address the standards. Topics
addressed may include: location, cooperation and conflict, founder or
leader, politics, timeline, and religious practices.

•  Task 4:
The following day the teacher will divide the class into pairs and help
them select and assign tasks. Students who demonstrate beginning
research skills should be partnered with students of higher ability. (See
attached Research Guidelines.)

•  Task 5:
The teacher provides students with access to research using books,
internet resources, and videos as available.

•  Task 6:
The teacher should conduct mini-lessons and provide access to videos
that address each topic, such as location, cooperation and conflict,
founder or leader, politics, timeline, and religious practices.



•  Task 7:
Research partners can choose to take turns taking notes while another
researches.

•  Task 8:
After students have gathered information, partners will work together to
compose an introductory paragraph relating to the location of the colony.

•  Task 9: Partners will use the Come to the Colonies Graphic Organizer to
design the content and format of the PowerPoint presentation.

•  Task 10:
The teacher and students will gather photos and electronic images to
enhance the content and design of the presentation. (See Step Sheet.)

•  Task 11:
The teacher will structure a 20-30 minute computer center rotation daily
for partners.

•  Task 12:
The teacher will offer PowerPoint mini-lessons as needed throughout the
duration of the creation and editing stages of the project.  (See Step
Sheet.)

•  Task 13:
Partner teams share partial and complete drafts of their PowerPoint
presentations for revision suggestions.

•  Task 14:
Revision partners will submit design and content revision suggestions to
their partners.

•  Task 15:
Authors will respond to suggestions by incorporating or disregarding edits
as they develop final versions of the slide show.

•  Task 16:
The class will host an extended Author’s Chair session for a buddy class,
parent group, or grade-alike group.

•  Task 17:
Audience members will assign a rubric score to each presentation.



Interactions:
•  Full Class: As teacher, you will initiate full class discussions. A

brainstorm discussion allows anyone to make a suggestion without it
being discussed, whereas a discussion style encourages students to make
cases for their arguments and disagree with other’s statements.

•  Partners: Students will cooperate with a partner to research topics and
draft content for the presentation. Partners will be required to share their
content and design drafts with at least one other student throughout the
duration of the project.

•  Small Group: Partners will share PowerPoint presentation drafts and
elicit revision suggestions from other partner groups.

•  Individual: All students will research specific aspects of the colonial era
and present a PowerPoint presentation consisting of at least eight slides
that demonstrates their knowledge.

Standards:
•  Language Arts: Writing

•  Use traditional structures for conveying information (for example,
chronological order, cause and effect, similarity and difference, and
posing and answering a question).

•  Edit and revise selected drafts to improve coherence and progression
by adding, deleting, consolidating, and rearranging text.

•  Provide a context to enable the reader to imagine the world of the
event or experience.

•  Language Arts: Listening and Speaking
•  Present effective introductions and conclusions that guide and inform

the listener’s understanding of important ideas and evidence.
•  Emphasize points in ways that help the listener or viewer to follow

important ideas and concepts.
•  Use details, examples, anecdotes, or experiences to explain or clarify

information.
•  Make informal presentations.

•  Social Studies: Indian nations and the new settlers
•  Describe the cooperation that existed between the colonists and

Indians during the 1600s and 1700s (for example, in agriculture, the
fur trade, military alliances, treaties, cultural interchanges).



•  Social Studies: Colonial era
•  Explain the influence and achievements of significant leaders of the

time (for example, John Marshall, Andrew Jackson, Chief Tecumseh,
Chief Logan, Chief John Ross, Sequoyah).

•  Understand the influence of location and physical setting on the
founding of the original 13 colonies, and identify on a map the
locations of the colonies and of the American Indian nations already
inhabiting these areas.

•  Identify the major individuals and groups responsible for the founding
of the various colonies and the reasons for their founding (for
example, John Smith, Virginia; Roger Williams, Rhode Island; William
Penn, Pennsylvania; Lord Baltimore, Maryland; William Bradford,
Plymouth; John Winthrop, Massachusetts).

•  Describe the religious aspects of the earliest colonies (for example,
Puritanism in Massachusetts, Anglicanism in Virginia, Catholicism in
Maryland, Quakerism in Pennsylvania).

•  Explain the early democratic ideas and practices that emerged during
the colonial period, including the significance of representative
assemblies and town meetings.

Assessment:
•  Partner Assessment Projects: Autobiographical PowerPoint

presentations are to be completed by pairs of students. The content and
design of these slides will help determine the students’ ability to convey
information, edit and revise selected drafts to improve coherence and
progression, and describe the colonial era.

•  PowerPoint Presentation Rubric: To be completed by audience
members (students) during an Author’s Chair.

•  Teacher Observation: The teacher will refer to results of the PowerPoint
Presentation Rubric while determining if and how well students present
the essential elements of the colonial era.

Tools:
•  “Microsoft PowerPoint” multimedia application.

Project Tips and Alternatives:
•  Tip#1:

Emphasize the importance of a balanced presentation, that is, too many
graphics and animations may detract from the content.



•  Tip #2:
The teacher may wish to gather and make available to students some
preliminary information regarding the colonial era.

•  Tip #3:
The teacher may find it necessary to conduct several mini-lessons as the
need arises.  (See Step Sheet.)

•  Tip #4:
The teacher may wish to develop a media library folder of images and
animations rather than refer students to find images on the Internet.

•  Tip #5:
When searching for images, allow the pages to fully load.

•  Tip #6:
The teacher may wish to train a few students how to scan and save
images. These student scanners could then help students scan maps,
photos, and drawings to be used in the PowerPoint presentation.

•  Tip #7:
The teacher may wish to revise the simple rubric that students fill out as
they observe each presentation.

Related Units:
•  PowerPoint Grade 1 - “Where Am I ”
•  PowerPoint Grade 2 - “Grandma and Me”
•  PowerPoint Grade 3 - “Native Americans of the Local Region”
•  PowerPoint Grade 4 - “PowerPoint to Me: A Multimedia Autobiography”

Attachments:
•  “Come to the Colonies”
•  “Research Guidelines”
•  “Step Sheet: Starting a PowerPoint Project”
•  “Step Sheet: Teacher Directed Demonstrations”
•  “Step Sheet: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images”
•  “PowerPoint Presentation Rubric”
•  “Sample Colonial PowerPoint Presentation”

Web Resources
•  A list of linked web resources on PowerPoint can be found on the

PowerPoint Resources page.



Assistive Technology:
•  Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access to the
curricula in the least restrictive environment.


