
Grade 2
Lesson Plan



“Grandma and Me”

Subject:
•  Social Science: People Who Make A Difference
•  Language Arts: Reading and Writing

Level:
Grade 2

Abstract:
•  Through the use of literature and personal interviews, students will

compare and contrast their daily lives with those of their parents
and grandparents.

•  Upon completion of their interviews, students will use the
information to create a personal slideshow presentation comparing
themselves with one of their parents or grandparents.

•  Students will present their finished presentations to the class and at
Open House for the parents.

Invitation:  “Do you know who your ancestors are?  Has anyone ever
told you you look like someone else in your family? Do you have
your mother’s eyes or your father’s curly hair? We are going to find
out more about our families and ancestors by interviewing them.”

Situations:
•  Where: The majority of this unit will occur at school, however,

students will be interviewing parents and grandparents at home.

•  When: A good time to introduce this unit is right before the
winter holidays. Students can then take the interview sheets
home and complete them while visiting relatives.  The total
amount of school days involved will vary but should take
between two and three weeks.

Tasks:

•  Task 1:
Teacher prepares a template in PowerPoint. (See Step Sheets #1 &
3.) Using file sharing, put the template on each computer students
will be using.



•  Task 2:
Teacher will introduce the unit by reading the book, The Little
House by Virginia Lee Burton.

•  Task 3:
Discuss what happened to the house. Discuss which things changed
for the house and which things stayed the same.

•  Task 4:
Each child draws a picture of something that changed and
something that stayed the same from the book. The child labels
both cards then places each card under the proper heading on a
chart.

•  Task 5:
(Day 2) Review yesterday’s chart and add any missing parts.  Read
The Sky Was Blue by Charlotte Zolotow.

•  Task 6:
Discuss things that changed and things that stayed the same from
the book. Children draw pictures and place on a chart similar to the
one done with The Little House.

•  Task 7:
Send home the Family Interview worksheets.  The students are to
gather information by interviewing as many family members as
possible.  They ask questions about their personal history and the
history of parents and grandparents.

•  Task 8:
Using the sentence frame worksheet, and referring to their
completed interview sheets, students write a comparison of
themselves and one family member. This worksheet has the same
wording as the template the teacher will create for the PowerPoint
presentation.

•  Task 9:
Using the projection device, the teacher will demonstrate to the
class how to open the template, click on the line where they want
to type in their text, and how to add clip art. (See Step Sheet.) If a
scanning device is available, students may add their own drawings
or family pictures. (See Step Sheet.)



•  Task 10:
After completing and proofreading their written comparisons,
students will work individually to add their text and pictures to the
template prepared by the teacher. (See Step Sheet.)

•  Task 11:
Students may record their voice into their presentation. (See Step
Sheet.)

•  Task 12:
At this point all students have the same background design that
you selected for the template. To allow them to personalize their
slideshow have them choose their own presentation background.
(See Step Sheet.)

•  Task 13:
Students present their slideshows to the class and to parents.

Interactions:
•  Full Class:

The teacher introduces the concept by reading aloud.You may want
to further develop language arts activities using other resources.

•  Individual: Students, with the help of parents interview their
relatives at home.

Standards:
•   Social Science: People Who Make A Difference

•  Students differentiate between things that happened long ago
and things that happened yesterday.

•  Compare and contrast their daily lives with those of their
parents, grandparents, and/or guardians.

•  Writing
•  Students read, comprehend, interpret and evaluate a wide range

of materials.
•  Students organize thoughts and information for writing.

Assessment:
•  Teacher Observation: Anecdotal remarks may be noted.
•  Assessment Rubric: to be completed by the teacher to determine

the students ability to compare and contrast their daily lives with
those of their parents, grandparents, and/or guardians.



Tools:
•  “Microsoft PowerPoint” presentation application

Project Tips and Alternatives:
•  Tip #1: This project works well with the program “KidPix Deluxe”.

This program includes a drawing application and slideshow
presentation.

•  Tip #2: This presentation is most effective when student art or
pictures are scanned and imported into the project.  When scanning
pictures, use 72 dpi resolution to prevent the program from being
too memory intensive.

•  Tip #3: Instead of using Microsoft Clip Art, you may want to scan
in images especially for the local area or download images from the
web.  (See Step Sheet #3.)

•  Tip #4:  If you include pictures and sound, you may need to boost
the memory allotted to the program. To do this, close the program
and highlight the application icon. From the File menu, choose Get
Info, then memory, and change the preferred size to 20240.

•  Tip #5: After completing their presentation students may
personalize their show by selecting a new background color or
design. (See Step Sheet #5.)

•  Tip #6: This presentation can be uploaded to a web page, burned
on to a CD, or saved to video. Saving to video tape could allow the
students to take the presentation home.

Related Units:
•  PowerPoint Grade 1 - “Where Am I ”
•  PowerPoint Grade 3 - “Native Americans of the Local Region”
•  PowerPoint Grade 4 - “PowerPoint to Me! A Multimedia

Autobiography”
•  PowerPoint Grade 5 - “Come to the Colonies: A PowerPoint Travel

Brochure”



Related Resources:
•  The Sky Was Blue, Charlotte Zolotow
•  Watch the Stars Come Out
•  I Go With My Family to Grandma’s, by Rikki Levinsin
•  The Relatives Came, by Cynthia Rylant
•  Theme from History Social Science, Family History by Betty Egan,

Egan Educ. Consultant Services

Attachments:
•  “Family Interview Worksheet”
•  “All About Me Sentence Frame Worksheet for PowerPoint template”
•  “Assessment Rubric Grandma and Me”
•  “Step Sheet: Creating a Template in PowerPoint”
•  “Step Sheet: Inserting Text and Clip Art or Graphics”
•  “Step Sheet: Putting the Slideshow Together”
•  “Step Sheet: Using a Projection Device”
•  “Step Sheet: Recording Sound into the Presentation”
•  “Step Sheet: Gathering and Inserting Electronic Images”

Web Resources
•  A list of linked web resources on PowerPoint can be found on the

PowerPoint Resources page.

Assistive Technology:
•  Please refer to the Assistive Technology section for information on

methods and devices to help ensure that all students have access
to the curricula in the least restrictive environment.


