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Dear Honored Guest,

Thank you all very much for joining us tonight in celebration of 
your work on behalf  of our schools and communities.  BP 
America and I are proud to honor your achiements in creating 
opportunities for student success in our community.  You have 
demonstrated that you are Heroes in Education and we applaud 
your efforts.

Reforming our schools and providing our children with the best educational op-
portunities should always be our �rst priority.  You have chosen to be involved 
and contribute to the well being of our children and the future of our great 
country.

Respectfully,

Richard Vladovic
Board Member Dr. Richard Vladovic

Heroes In Education
Board Member Dr. Richard Vladovic



Dear BP America,

 I would very much like to thank BP America for being our sponsor tonight 
honoring our “Heroes in Education” in LAUSD Board District 7. My Board 
District includes South Los Angeles, Watts, Gardena, Carson, Lomita, Harbor 
City, Wilmington, and San Pedro and includes over 150 schools.. 

BP America has been generous with the LAUSD and has consistently 
demonstrated a willingness to assist our local communities and schools. Tonight I 
would like to recognize them for being a great partner in education and a Hero to 
many of our local schools.  

Tonight’s program honors those “Heroes in Education” who serve our children 
and highlight the best of what our district has to offer and I thank you for 
sponsoring this wonderful event.

Sincerely,

Dr.  Richard Vladovic

Heroes In Education
BP Thank You
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City Wide Heroes

Hero in Education for Gardena

Ed Medrano
Gardena Chief of Police
Violence Prevention, Safety, Educational Leader

Hero in Education for Watts

Jackie Sims
Fmr. President of Watts N.C.
Special Education Advocate & 
Community Leader

Hero in Education for Lomita

Honorable Mark Waronek
Former Mayor of Lomita 
Youth Advocate

Hero in Education for Harbor City

Joeann Valle
President of Harbor City/Harbor Gateway 
Chamber of Commerce 
Educational Advocate & Community Leader

Hero in Education for South Los Angeles

Dr. “Sweet” Alice Harris
Founder of Parents of Watts, Educator 
& Community Leader

Hero in Education for San Pedro

Diana Chapman
Journalist & Community Leader

Hero in Education for Carson

Sean Hunter
Chief Executive Officer Chivas U.S.A.  
Community & School Partner

Hero in Education for Wilmington

Carlos Prinzen
School Volunteer and Tio
Community Leader and Child Advocate



Heroes In Education

107TH ST EL
RIOS, REUBEN M, Principal
John Otto, Hero
John Otto, a Chemical Engineer, has brought the Cub Scouts to our students and families.  At our Cinco de Mayo Festival, he brought the Cabrillo Marine 
Aquarium Mobile Exhibit, a fire truck and two police squad cars for the students to explore and learn.  Through John's volunteer work, he has brought 
many experiences and resources not otherwise available to our students and families. 

109TH ST EL
CURRIE, PRISCILLA, Principal
Laticia Dickens, Hero
Ms. Dickens exceeds her job description on a daily basis.  She goes above and beyond in her responsibilities to meet the needs of all members of our school 
community.  She can be counted on to make all ends meet with a brilliant smile and confident reliability. 

112TH ST EL
MANUEL, BRENDA A, Principal
Deborah Dicochea, Hero
Mattel Incorporated was selected as a "Hero in Education" by the staff at 112th Street Elementary School because of the great partnership that has 
developed between the two entities and because of their generosity.  Mattel has partnered with 112th Street Elementary School for the past two years.  
This partnership led to Mattel donating $30,000 to 112th Street to support the Fauna Education science program.  Mattel has supported the schools 
endeavor to raise it's California Standards Test (CST) scores by hosting a celebration "Play Day" for over sixty students who helped to reaise the school's 
2007 Academic Performance Index (API).  More than 200 Mattel employees have volunteered on the school's campus during student's lunch breaks, in 
classrooms and employee volunteer days to make a difference in the lives of children who live in the Watts community.  Mattel's Chairman and CEO, 
Michael Eckert, is a firm believer in public education and in promoting opportunities for childred that will assist them to be a productive future work 
force.  It is with great pleasure and pride that the staff at 112th Street Elementary School nominates Mattel, Inc. as a "Hero in Education." 

112TH STREET EEC
Karen Nelson, Hero
Karen Nelson has proven herself to be very knowledgeable in Early Education pedagogy.  She is willing to take on additional projects to improve the 
program. 

122ND ST EL
BENTON, ROBIN L, Principal
Stacie L. Gaines, Hero
Ms. Gaines is an extremely reliable employee who works and communicates well with all stakeholders.  She is a strong advocate for students and parents 
alike.  She is always willing to assist and her contributions benefit the entire school community.  She has been an active member of our SSC Committee for 2 
consecutive years. 

135TH ST EL
CAMACHO, ANTONIO J, Principal
Elizabeth Vasquez, Hero
As a parent and an educator, it gives me great pleasure to recommend Ms. Elizabeth Vasquez as our Hero in Education.  For the past 3 years, she has served, 
with distinction, the students and community of 135th Street Elementary School as a parent volunteer, organizer and a member of our advisory council.  
Ms. Vasquez provides leadership and support to the academic endeavors of the school through parent classes and workshops.  She shares her ideas and 
passion for education.  She always has a moment to assist anyone in need whether it is a child, parent or teacher. 

153RD ST EL
LOZANO, ALBERT C, Principal
Cynthia Vigueas-Andrade, Hero
Ms. Cynthia is a 2 1/2 hour supervision aide who volunteers more time each day than she is paid.  She has volunteered to organize and train our 153rd 
Street cheer squad.  She attends high school football games with our cheerleaders to expose them to positive opportunities and activities awaiting them 
in high school.  Ms. Cynthia has instilled school pride in our students and motivated them to look ahead and continue their education. 

156TH ST EL
KIM, ESTHER Y, Principal
Maria Ferguson, Hero
156th Street School recognizes Maria Ferguson as a Hero in Education for her dedication to students, families and community.  She has been a valued 
member of our school as a parent of two former students, a PTA leader and special education classroom assistant.  For over 15 years, Maria has embodied 
the school spirit through her commitment to education and students, her exemplary work ethic, and her always positive manner.  She is a person who 
gives of herself, never expecting anything in return.  Maria is a true Hero in Education, and we are honored that she is part of the 156th Street School 
family. 

15TH ST EL
GASCO, DELIA, Principal
Karen Ybarra, Hero
Would you like to see the cleanest hallways and bathrooms in any elementary school in the district?  Well, come to 15th Street School where volunteer 
Karen Ybarra is giving six to eight hours daily cleaning and sprucing up the entire campus.  Her dedication to the children and the entire school 
community is to be commended.  Karen we appreciate you! 

186TH ST EL
REED, MARCIA S, Principal
Tamara Ross-Hong, Hero
We salute Tami Ross-Hong for being a wonderful hero at 186th Street School.  As the Peace Games Coordinator, she has empowered our students to create 
their own safe classrooms and communities.  Our students have learned how to resolve their conflicts with words of peace.  Under Tami's leadership, 
students and parents are focusing on being peacemakers and not peace breakers.  Therefore, we honor Tami for inspiring our students to "let peace prevail 
on earth." 

232ND PL EL
LEACH, ROSALYN F, Principal
Audrey Macadang, Hero
Audrey Macadang has been a member of 232nd Place Staff for the past 28 years and has been an employee of LAUSD for over 30 years!  She has volunteered at 
Carson Street Elementary School, and has volunteered after her daily schedule at 232nd Place since her very first month at school!  Audrey has been a 
Special Education Assistant in almost every program offered by our Special Education Department and has also worked with Gifted Students.  She will be 
retiring at the end of this year after a very distinguished career.  232nd Place will miss her hard work and dedication to the children of the Los Angeles 

Unified School District. 

49TH ST EL
BALDERRAMA, DANIEL A, Principal
Dora Casillas, Hero
Mrs. Casillas works tirelessly to help the students and families at 49th Street School.  As a PSA counselor she works well beyond her responsibilities to 
help children come to school daily.  She has developed incentive programs to improve student attendance, academics and planning for the future.  Dora 
has organized "Career Days" worked with Operation School Bell and is always available to help in all student programs and activities.  Dora's positive 
nature and outlook is contagious. 

7TH ST EL
COLAZAS, CONSTANTINE X, Principal
Margaret Spinelli, Hero
Mrs. Margaret Spinelli has been a kindergarten teacher at Seventh Street School for over 30 years.  Her dedication to her students and their families is 
legendary in the San Pedro Community.  Students come back to see her after graduating college and often name her as the most influential teacher in 
their lives.  She is a recognized leader on our staff and has always had numerous adjunct assignments including Program Coordinator, all while giving 
the majority of her effort and energy to her kindergarten students.  She has served as a Masters Teacher and Mentor Teacher to countless new teachers 
over the years so her influence is widely spread.  Margaret Spinelli is truly the embodiment of the Seventh Street School spirit and we hope that just like 
the energizer bunny, she will keep going, and going, and going... 

92ND ST EL
ARCENEAUX, NANETTA V, Principal
Tana Bell, Hero
When we received our application to select a hero in education there was no doubt in anyone's mid who our choice should be.  Tana Bell has been teaching 
at 92nd Street Elementary School for more than 30 years.  She teaches Pre-Kindergarten and has taught multiple generations of children from the same 
families over the years.  She recently received recognition from a culminating 5th grader who was in her Pre-K class.  He wanted her to know that she was 
his favorite teacher and provided a tribute to her including pictures he had saved from the time he was in her class.  Ms. Bell has a passion for gardening 
and has created an "Imagination Garden" at the school where students can go for inspiration in the Arts, Science and Language Arts.  She had 150 parents 
volunteer to help her when she planted the garden.  She now teaches upper grade students how to maintain the garden.  She has even established an 
Entrepreneur's Club for students who might want to become Landscape Architects.  She has parents who continually come to her for cousel because of 
her wisdom and commitment to the students of 92nd Street School.  Ms. Maldonado, her long time Teacher's Assistant, commented that her kindness and 
generosity were among her finest qualities.  Tana Bell in not only a hero to the students of 92nd Street School, but also to the staff and the entire 
community. 
 
99TH ST EL
SALAZAR, KARINA A, Principal
Courtney Moore, Hero
Ms. Courtney Moore is a Hero in Education within the teaching profession at 99th Street Elementary School.  Her outstanding classroom performance is 
defined by: Rigor, Relevance and Relationships.  Ms. Moore models rigorous instruction daily and has been known to move students more than one 
performance band on the CST!  Ms. Moore demonstrates relevance in her instruction by intergrating subject matter and using a variety of learning 
experiences that include culturally relevant and responsive pedagogy.  Most of all, Ms. Moore maintains high expectations and nurturing relationships 
with each one of her students which constitute the foundation for achieving all the rest. 

AMBLER EL
ELLIS, GINA M, Principal
Gloria Amezcua-Elizarraraz, Hero
Ms. Amezcua started as a volunteer at Ambler Elementary approximately 7 years ago.  She then became a yard supervisor and community representative 
working and volunteering in the office supporting teachers and our community.  Last year, Ms. Amezcua became Ambler's Concent decree technician 
rendering assistance to all students and their families, especially those with special needs.  In any and all capabilities, Ms. Amezcua does more than what is 
expected or asked for.  She leads with her heart and always puts children first.  There is not enough room on any page to list her many selfness attributes.  
She is the rock of our community, our students, our staff, and our office. 

AMESTOY EL
NISHIKAWA, KATHLEEN C, Principal
Anna Stark, Hero
I believe that being a teacher is a difficult job and a great vocation.  Through my talks with my son Jose, I believe that Mrs. Stark is a hero at Amestoy 
Elementary.  She is focused on having her students achieve academically.  Mrs. Stark does not use the excuse that her students are not fluent in speaking 
or reading English.  She holds the highest standards for all her students.   Mrs. Stark also motivates her to students to become good and responsible 
citizens.  She also encourages her students to go to college.  She plants the seeds of human values in their hearts daily.  Her personal story, her effort and 
her roots are inspirational for every student that she comes across. 

ANGEL'S GATE HS
Kris Evans, Hero
Kris Evans, our counselor is chosen because of her work with our school and the district.  Kris is the District 8 Crisis Team Leader and and consulted on 
crisis and threat assessments throughtout District 8.  She has written a user-friendly model for Crisis, Threat Assesment and Terrorism currently used in 
our schools.  She has trained and responded to many crisis events and has a personable touch with our students. 

ANIMO RALPH BUNCHE
RHODES, SHANLEY, Principal
Elizabeth Serna, Hero
Ms. Serna has been an exemplary teacher from the day we opened two years ago.  In addition, she regularly stays after school to provide tutoring and 
extra curricular support.  Most recently she sponsored a Close Up Foundation trip to Washington D.C. that required fundraising, leadership training and 
supervision.  She is a strong role model for students and collegues. 

ANIMO WATTS #1
CHANG, DAN, Principal
Elizabeth Sevilla, Hero
I would like to honor Elizabeth Sevilla, our English teacher.  Since the beginning of the school year, Elizabeth has tirelessly worked extra hours and 
weekends to attend evening field trips and events with our students.  She has developed deeply personal, meaningful relationships with students, staff, 
and administration while also being the sole provider for her daughter, mother and stepfather. 

ANNALEE EL
MCMILLAN, SYDNIA J, Principal
Bridgette Blue, Hero

Mrs. Blue is a National Board Certified teacher as well as a Mentor teacher.  She is always helping other teachers and students in need.  She challenges the 
students to improve themselves and maintain the respect of all.  She maintains a sense of professionalism by being dedicated, hard-working and giving her 
personal time.  Failure is not an option for her students.  She prepares them for life outside of school and is a GREAT TEACHER! 

ARCO IRIS PRIMRY CTR
KAMINSKI, THOMAS S, Principal
Cheryl Ann Adams, Hero
Cheryl Adams is an exceptional example of a competent and caring literacy coach.  She is competent by being a mentor to extend her knowledge of reading.  
Cheryl is caring by going the "extra mile" and dropping whatever she is doing to assist the teachers and the children at Arco.  LAUSD needs more coaches 
like Cheryl Adams. 

ASCOT EL
GILLILAND, DONNA M, Principal
Terry Little, Hero
Terry Little is a National Board Certifies 4th Grade Teacher, GATE Coordinator and Mentor to our new teachers.  He works long hours to fit in all of his 
duties.  Mr. Little pours through CUMs and talks to teachers in order to identify our gifted students.  He is always available to support our new teachers.  
Mr. Little has extremely high expectations for his students and they meet or exceed them.  Mr. Little recently tutored students for the Math Field Day and 
Ascot took home medals in almost every category.  Mr. Little meets with Parents frequently in order to keep them informed about the GATE program, Johns 
Hopkins opportunities and Magnet Choices.  Mr. Little is very passionate, highly-respected, and well-liked by all stakeholders. 

AURORA EL
LOWER LOWE, HEATHER M, Principal
Kendra Finn, Hero
Ms. Finn is our school librarian.  She actively seeks opportunities for the betterment of our school.  In the past year, she has written multiple grants.  A 
few of the grants awarded to our school included $50,000.00 worth of material from Hooked on Phonics, books for all students from First Book, and 
books for the library from National Endonment for the Humanities. 

AVALON GARDENS EL
TEOLA, MARIANNE J, Principal
Yvonne Nance, Hero
Mrs. Yvonne Nance has been a vital part of the Avalon Gardens Community for some twenty-one years.  Mrs. Nance is the mother of four children, all of 
whom have attended Avalon Gardens.  While three of them have graduated, one remains, indicating her work is not complete.  Throughout Mrs. Nance's 
years at Avalon Gardens she has worked on numerous committees, spearheaded various projects, and been an integral part in the decision-making process 
through her participation on our PTO (Friends of Avalon Gardens).  She has also been a part of the Leadership Councils at both the school site and 
District levels.  Mrs. Yvonne Nance's consistent efforts over the years have most definitely impacted the lives of the students and have placed her in the 
Avalon Gardens Elementary School Hall of Fame as a "Hero in Education." 
AVALON HS
AWTRY, REGINA A, Principal
Not participating in ceremony, Hero
 
BANDINI EL
FENTON, ROBERT L, Principal
Gabriel Martinez, Hero
Gabe goes above and beyond his duties in the classroom.  He is a role model for our students.  Whenever students, teachers or staff need anything, he is 
the first to volunteer.  He puts in countless hours during and after school in addition to weekends to help our students and families. 
BANNEKER SP ED CTR
OLMSTED, DONNA L, Principal
No award winner, Hero
 
BANNING SH
LOPEZ, ROBERT J, Principal
Venus DeBaun, Hero
Miss Venus DeBaun is a great influence to her students.  She is currently a Physical Education and Leadership teacher as well as the Cheerleading advisor.  
Miss DeBaun puts 100% in what she does at all times.  When one is in need she is always there to help and motivate, to keep students on the right track.  As a 
teacher she is friendly and nice, but at the same time she puts her foot down and is repected.  Miss DeBaun has been the cheerleading advisor for the past 
three years.  Taking on the responsibility as an advisor, she also takes on the role of a coach.  She has been a huge impact on the success of the cheerlead-
ing program, her support pays off.  As students we highly appreciate Miss DeBaun's committment as a teacher and advisor. 

BARRETT EL
ROBINSON, PRESCIOUS J, Principal
Pearlie Johnson, Hero
Ms. Pearlie Johnson has been a dedicated employee of LAUSD and Barrett Elementary School for over 23 years and a special education assistant for 13 years.  
Pearlie is a bright and friendly person that has touched the lives of students through her unique ability to nurture them, while providing discipline and 
structure.  She is very active in the community, holds block club meetings and works very closely with the Southeast Division Police Department.  Pearlie 
cooks for many of our school functions and assists students and staff members in a myriad of ways.  Barrett Elementary School is proud to honor Ms. 
Pearlie Johnson as our hero in education. 

BARTON HILL EL
MARDESICH, LOUIE J, Principal
Richard Culpepper, Hero
Mr. Culpepper is our superhero!  He volunteers daily at our school, both in and out of the classroom.  He is always there to help.  When security at the 
front enterance to our school was mentioned, he volunteered to be present for an hour each morning.  Mr. Culpepper is a tremendous asset to our 
school, and a role model for other parents. 

BONITA EL
YBARRA, EVA, Principal
Susan Amerin Mastin, Hero
Susan is an outstanding teacher.  Her strengths are strong, creative and challenging lessons for all her students.  She has written 2 books and is a 
mentor for BTSA teachers.  She is an NBC Teacher ans has been a County Teacher of the Year candidate.  Her dedication to Bonita Street students and 
parents is exemplary. 

 BROAD AVE EL
EVERS ALLEN, DEBORAH K, Principal
Yadira Hernandez, Hero

It is with great pleasure that Broad Avenue presents Yadira Hernandez as a Hero in Education.  Ms. Hernandez goes beyond the call of duty.  She works 
closely with Student Council by staying after hours to supervise the annual Haunted House and Talent Show.  She takes the club pictures for the yearbook 
and provides support for teachers on Open House and Back to School Night.  She does all of this and asks for nothing in return.  Ms. Hernandez is a 
Special Education Assistant that believes that all children can learn and have access to the curriculum.  Ms. Hernandez went to Clear Creek Outdoor 
Education Center with the fifth grade students to provide additional support for students with special needs.  She is a team player who always does what 
is best for children.  Ms. Hernandez has high standards for her children and equips her students to be successful. 

BROADACRES EL
SPARKS, BARBARA K, Principal
Shirley Wimberley, Hero
Mrs. Wimbereley has been a volunteer for fifteen years.  As a volunteer she works in several classrooms.  She escorts students from their car when they are 
dropped off by their parents.  This has really helped alleviate our traffic problems in the morning.  Wherever and whenever there is a need, she is there to 
help.  She is our PHBAO Reprensentative, PTA treasurer and a member of the CEAC and SSC.  Mrs. Wimberely is a tremendous assest to Broadacres Avenue 
Elementary School and is definitely a Hero in Education. 
CABRILLO EEC
, Principal
, Hero
 
CABRILLO EL
RUSSO, SUZANNE R, Principal
Rose Mary Popp, Hero
It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm to name Rose Mary Popp as Cabrillo's "Heroine" in Education.  Her dedication and support for students, staff and 
parents of our school is unmatched.  For the past 12 years, she has served Cabrillo School first as a teacher then as Programs Coordinator.  Rose Mary has 
worked tirelessly to promote parent involvement, academic achievement for all students, particularly English Language Learners and Students-at-Risk.  
She is a collaborative colleague who gives 110% to support our staff.  Some people come into our lives and truly make us infinitely better-Rose Mary is one 
of those people. 

CARNEGIE MS
DONAHOE, PATRICK H, Principal
Gina Kim, Hero
Gina Kim left her nice orderly 6th grade teaching world to create a new position, College Advisor at Andrew Carnegie Middle School.  This school has 
never been the same since.  This year, in the unpaid position of GEAR UP Coordinator, she has spent many hours after her work day and on weekends, 
creating a school wide college going culture.  We now have a College Center, an entire 8th grade class that has taken and analyzed their PSAT results and 
completed the College Ed College Course.  One third of the student body has experienced five college campuses and numerous field trips, and outstanding 
MESA program with CSULB, motivational speakers, Science and Math Day, an increase in honor roll numbers and seventeen additional sections of honors 
opened.  We are honored to name Gina Kim as our Hero in Education. 

CAROLDALE LRNG COMM
ZOPATTI, SUZANNE M, Principal
Beverly Mathieson, Hero
Beverly Mathieson is a general education kindergarten teacher at Caroldale Learning Community.  She is an outstanding educator who goes above and 
beyond the call of duty to provide a successful and optimistic experience for all of her students.  Her dedication to her profession never waivers.  Mrs. 
Mathieson willingly accepts new and unique challenges and change while maintaining a positive and professional attitude at all times. 

CARSON EL
LEON, MARTIN, Principal
Rick Obrand, Hero
Mr. Obrand is a true legend at Carson Street School.  He has taught at Carson Street for 39 years.  He has taught the grandparents, parents aunts/uncles, 
etc. of many of our current students.  Many of his former students come back to visit and tell him what an inspiration he was to them.  His ex-students 
have only good things to say about Mr. Obrand.  He is a hero to all students and the Carson Street School Community.  Mr. Obrand will retire this year 
and he will truly be missed. 

CARSON SH
KEENER, KENNETH L, Principal
Wendy Gentry, Hero
Wendy Gentry is truly a "Hero in Education."  Mrs. Gentry has been teaching Computer Education at Carson High School for four years.  She is well-liked by 
the students and her fellow faculty members.  She is a wife and mother, and just recently retired from the Armed Services Reserve Forces.  Mrs. Gentry is 
currently serving on the School Based Management Council as well as the Safe and Civil Schools Committee.  Mrs. Gentry has done an excellent job of 
helping the committee to do the various surveys that are required "electronically."  She is currently working as an assistant lead teacher in the Leader-
ship Small Learning Community, and has just received word that her application for a California Partnership Academy Implementation Grant has received 
preliminary approval.  She will be the Lead Teacher for the International Business, Trade and Logistics Academy.  If all of the above is not enough, she will 
be entering CSU Dominguez HIlls to begin work on an administrative credential.  Congratulations Wendy! 

CARVER MS
WESLEY, EVELYN M, Principal
Colonel John Spencer, Hero
Although others were nominated, Colonel John Spencer was unanimously selected.  The committee agreed that Colonel Spencer's love and dedication to 
his students far exceeds the norm.  He successfully transforms musically inexperienced students into accomplished musicians.  He teaches Cadet Corps on 
all three tracks, embeding in them outstanding character development.  Colonel Spencer voluntarily assists with campus supervision before and after 
school, without pay!  He willingly helps his students after school.  He is enthusiastic about his programs and gratefully seeks opportunities to "showcase 
his students' talents."  Colonel John Spencer is truly a "Hero in Education." 

CATSKILL EL
BROOKS, HOFF W, Principal
Jo Ann Lewis, Hero
Ms. Jo Ann Lewis was nominated as a "Heroine in Education" because of her work to improve student achievement and her support of teachers.  She has 
organized and led "Parent and Me" ESL classes, organized and implemented a program to recognize English Learners who have reclassified, provided 
professional development for English Language teachers from K-5, and initiated a tutoring program with School on support to students and staff.  She is 
always available to assist. 

CDS COOPER
POLITZ, BARBARA L, Principal
Larry Bell, Hero
Mr. Larry Bell is our Hero in Education.  In addition to providing outstanding transportation service to students, he goes above and beyond the call of 

duty to support and teach.  Understanding the importance of safety on our campus, Mr. Bell often stays and supervises campus with us when he finishes his 
route.  He also transports and accompanies students on field trips to supervise and enhance their experience, he is truly part of the Cooper family.  
Compassion as his guide, Mr. Bell once even provided us with a resource so that one of our homeless students could get a live-in building management job.  
We are proud to serve beside him and salute our Hero in Education, Mr. Larry Bell! 

CDS JOHNSON
GUTIERREZ, VICTORIO R, Principal
Elandy W. Cox, Hero
Ms. Cox mentors students in a caring and loving manner, especially those with negative attitude and behavior.  She creates certificates/awards for 
students, staff and other support people.  She often initiates a coordinates plans for special occasions.  She serves as a role model for students and staff. 

CHAPMAN EL
HITE, JANET S, Principal
Don Oden, Hero
Mr. Don Oden is the Chapman Elementary School Chapter Chair.  He runs the Charitable Campaign for the school every year, participates in Family Literacy 
Nights, Marathon Kids and holiday programs.  He serves on Councils and collaborates with the principal on school wide concerns.  He is a wonderful 
teacher who works well with his regular education class as well as with students from special education who integrate into his class in the afternoons.  
He is pleasant and caring and well-liked by students and co-workers. 

COMPTON EEC
, Principal
Linda Denton, Hero
Mrs. Denton is knowledgeable in her field of study.  She is caring and a natural gentle leader.  Mrs. Denton is highly respected by her colleagues. 

COMPTON EL
ROSS, CLAUDIA M, Principal
David Wright, Hero
Mr. David Wright is our Gifted Coordinator, Grade Level Chair and a member of the Pearsons Learning Team.  His expertise has been invaluable to our 
school.  He is bright, hardworking, courteous, friendly and efficient.  The quality that we most appreciate and respect in him is the ability to reach every 
child in our school. Mr. Wright feels that the success of each child is a personal endeavor.  He is a team player who seeks different perspectives in order 
to meet the needs of all stakeholders.  While working in the classroom he also spearheaded our schools' Single Plan for Student Achievement with an 
outstanding outcome.  He was able to balance these responsibilities with school wide support and productivity.  For these and countless other reasons, 
Mr. Wright is our candidate for the Heroes in Education award. 

CURTISS MS
BUREMS, EDNA P, Principal
Gwen Matthews, Hero
I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for Ms. Gwen Matthews who has been under my direct supervision for the past two years.  She has a 
thorough knowledge of English Language Arts Literature, which combined with her excellent verbal facility, enables her to express and present topics 
very well.  She has creative imagination that allows her to make classroom work interesting to students.  Gwen has the physical energy and drive to do a 
good job, however demanding, in any school setting.  During her tenure here, her moral qualities were above reproach.  Ms. Matthews is an excellent 
teacher leader.  She is truly a mentor to the new and veteran teachers.  Gwen is intelligent, hard working, friendly, and she is able to command respect 
and lead when the circumstances dictate that she do so.  Without reservation, I recommend Ms. Gwen Matthews for the Heroes in Education. 

DANA MS
BALL, TERRY A, Principal
Efrain Nava, Hero
USC graduate Efrain Nava began his teaching career in 1999 as Dana Middle School's band director.  In nine years, the Dana band has earned an exceptional 
reputation as musical ambassadors for the city of San Pedro.  Under Mr. Nava's direction, the band has earned numerous honors and first place parade 
awards throughout Southern California.  At their last parade, the band won the "Sweepstakes" award for the highest scoring musical entry.  The Dana 
Band has earned "Superior" ratings at the LAUSD Band and Orchestra Festival, numerous awards at the Knotts Berry Farm Music in the Parks Festival, and 
performed live at Disneyland on four occasions. 

DEL AMO EL
NAKADA BECERRA, CHERYL, Principal
Atsuko Yomogida, Hero
She has taught at Del Amo for over 30 years.  Mrs. Yomogida is a dedicated professional educator with a high standard of excellence.  She willingly 
volunteers for numerous adjunct assignments that directly benefit the students.  Mrs. Yomogida continues to be a knowledgeable mentor to our Del Amo 
staff. 

DENKER EL
THOMAS, MARSHA S, Principal
Della Matsumura, Hero
Della Matsumura is a parent volunteer, past and present PTA president, Community Representative, and secretary for the Local District 8 PHABO, Local 
District 8 Parent Advisor Council, and the District 8 Parent Insititue.  She also volunteers for the Wonder of Reading program and reads with several 
students weekly.  Della Matsumura is our "hero" and we are very fortunate and proud to have such a dedicated parent.  Marsha Thomas, Principal 

DODSON MS
COLLIER, ELMORE T, Principal
David Newalis, Hero
David Newalis has spent many hours working on the sets for Dodson Drama programs, specifically the full scale musicals each spring.  Dave has not only 
helped with set construction, but in organizing other parents to assist.  His leadership role in the Drama Booster Club has been instrumental to the 
success of Dodson Drama musicals. 
 
DOLORES EL
BARRAZA, ANNA L, Principal
Allan Woods, Hero
Mr. Alan Woods-dynamic fifth grader teacher, community volunteer, parent trainer, weekend technology instructor, program organizer and the list 
goes on and on-is our choice for Heroes in Education.  Our hero is a champion and a winner, a person who goes beyond and above the assigned day's work 
with a loving smile.  Mr. Woods is not only a great teacher but also a wonderful friend to children and parents in our local community.  After a serious 
stroke and an aorta life threatening operation, he returned to school to volunteer until his medical release from the district is approved.  When asked 
to assist in the implementation of standards based instruction or extra-curricular activities: whether sports or academic, he is the first to give of his 

time without hesitation. 
DOMINGUEZ EL
HERON-ARCHIE, MICHELLE M, Principal
Maria Guzman, Hero
Maria Guzman is an exceptional teacher that goes the extra mile for her students, parents and colleagues!  Her expertise in Language Arts and Mathematics 
make her a well-respected and knowledgeable resource for her peers.  Maria's excellent classroom management skill is reflected in her success with the 
most challenging students.  Maria is respected by ALL and her opinions are held highly.  Her dedication to the students and community of Dominguez 
Elementary School make her our Hero in Education. 

DREW MS
CHANAIWA, BARBARA J, Principal
Bruce Ezell, Hero
Bruce Ezell is an outstanding teacher.  He has taught Special Education for seven years.  During this time, he has had exceptional success with his 
students.  Over the last few years, he developed and taught a filmmaking enrichment class at Drew.  His students have created award-winning films.  The 
Arts Education Branch recognized his talent and creativity when they selected him to teach video production classes.  Thanks to Mr. Ezell, Drew will be 
the demonstration site for video production in Local District 7.  Mr. Ezell was reluctant to leave Special Education.  However, these classes will expand 
the electives for all students at Drew including students in Special Education. 

EAGLE TREE CONTN HS
AYALA MAGGIORE, JACKIE R, Principal
Chris Brockel, Hero
Mr. Brockel has been a teacher at Eagle Tree for 10 years.  He is our Testing Coordinator and Administrator Designee.  He is well liked by the students and 
staff.  He is actively involved in the instructional program as well as providing after school classes in Physical Education and Horticulture.  He is always 
available to assist students and staff for the betterment of the school. 

EDISON MS
KAIWI, COLEEN P, Principal
Manuela Celis, Hero
Manuela Celis has volunteered countless hours of service this year and last year on the CEAC, ELAC and SSC committees.  She has contributed greatly to 
our new "Single Plan for Student Achievement."  She is a positive and energetic resource for our school and community. 
EMP PREP CTR-WATERS

ESHELMAN EL
MLADINICH, MILICA G, Principal
Maria Smith, Hero
Our Hero in Education is Maria Smith, fifth grade teacher at Eshelman Avenue Elementary School.  Maria Smith embodies everything that is good in public 
education.  She is a product of the Los Angeles Unified School District herself.  Mrs. Smith rose from the ranks of a teacher assistant to a teacher.  She has 
served our school for over eight years and is a staunch advocate of incorporating personal life lessons to establish a deep rapport with each and every 
student that she comes upon.  Maria goes beyond duty to establish personal relationships with her students, encourages colleagues to excel, counsels 
students and makes home visits to provide extra support. 

FIGUEROA EL
TITUS, JANELLE G, Principal
Pablo Osorio, Hero
Pablo Osorio is a multi-talented educator.  He has demonstrated a focus and energetic commitment to the advancement of our students and the school 
community.  We are pleased to have the opportunity to recognize his dedication to Figueroa Street School. 

FLEMING MS
HACKETT, JANICE Y, Principal
Regat Yehdego, Hero
Regat Yehdego is Fleming Middle School's selected teacher for the Heroes in Education award.  She has taught at Fleming Middle School for the past five 
years and has been instrumental in improving our school program.  Regat supports our school's technology program and oversees students' design and 
production of our website.  Regat volunteers her holiday time annually during President's Day to take students to Raytheon's "Math Moves You" day.  
Students from different school districts participate in the event to learn how math is important and how it is applied at Raytheon.  Regat is also actively 
involved in improving our math program by taking a leadership role in helping students learn math through technology and joining Fleming's curricu
lum council. 

FLORENCE EL
GUTIERREZ, FRANCES D, Principal
Stephanie Flaxbeard, Hero
As the math coach at Florence Avenue Elementary School, Ms. Stephanie Flaxbeard has been instrumental in the development of our professional learning 
communities.  Her leadership is evident by her ability to bring teachers together to form collaborative teams whose members work to achieve common 
goals.  Her expertise in math has greatly improved teacher performance and student achievement.  Ms. Flaxbeard has served on many of our decision making 
councils.  She always contributes from a perspective of thoughtfulness and balance.  Her involvement in the school goes beyond her job description. 

FRIES EL
CANTU, BLANCA S, Principal
Sherry Pulley, Hero
Sherry has been a dedicated teacher at Fries Avenue and in the community of Wilmington for the past 32 years.  She has inspired her students to be their 
very best, and it shows both in and out of the classroom.  Her character is a valuable asset to the staff of Fries. 

GARDENA EL
MC CARTNEY, CHRISTY S, Principal
Joyce Motoyasu, Hero
Over the past 35 years of service, Mrs. Motoyasu has gone beyond the call of duty.  Daily she enriches the lives of her students and creates an on-going 
bond between the school and community.  Mrs. Motoyasu brings out the best in all her students and that makes her a "Hero in Education." 

GARDENA SH
KENNEDY, KEVIN, Principal
Janice Martin, Hero
Ms. Martin is an innovative and dedicated math teacher at Gardena High School.  She was chosen ot receive the Heroes in Education award because of her 
outstanding and effective use of technology in the classroom and commitment to student achievement.  She is constantly learning new ways to engage 

students in math via the use of tehcnology and projects.  Her passion is engaging students in mathematics.  She also makes herself available to students 
both before and after school.  For the past two years she has served as a Learning Team facilitator, thus demonstrating her outstanding abilities to 
increase her own pedagogical skills as well as her colleagues.  She also works with colleagues to increase their use of technology in the classroom.  She 
is truly an outstanding example of an educator who works relentlessly to bring the best possible instruction to her students and her department. 

GARDENA-CARSON ADLT
BRASHEAR, DONNA, Principal
Elizabeth Poole, Hero
For more than 15 years, Liz Poole has been a "hero" to the community of Gardena-Carson Community Adult School, where she is both a teacher and 
program adviser for the Programs for Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.  In the classroom (and gym) Liz applies her degree in Recreational Therapy 
in classes that emphasize the importance of maintaining physical and cognitive fitness for life.  As an adviser, Liz has expanded horizons for all students, 
by increasing course offerings and establishing more community based class sites.  Her tireless advocacy helps to ensure that future generations within 
this community will receive education that enhances their quality of life. 

GRAHAM EL
HARRIS, MARY C, Principal
Mary Pandey, Hero
Mrs. Mary Pandey is a dedicated educator.  She currently works with pre-school age children in our SRLDP program.  She consistently sets high goals for 
herself and her students.  She provides numerous opportunities for student success.  The students who transition from her program are proof of her 
high standards. 

GRAPE EL
TURNER, JERA O, Principal
Douglas Zamora, Hero
There are two qualities that qualify Douglas as a hero in education.  He is a responsible and dedicated individual.  Throughout the school year, Douglas 
demonstrated on many occasions to be a responsible coworker.  He not only comes to work every day and on time, but also volunteers 40 minutes, every 
morning before signing in, to help set up equipment and supervise students on the yard.  In addition, he goes out of his way to communicate to parents on 
the progress of their children, regularly.  Douglas is very dedicated to his job.  Even though he is currently working in a special education classroom 
with students having severe behaviors, he is able to work well with the classroom teacher to enforce a positive support program.  He works in small group 
settings during 90% of the day instructing students in math, reading and writing.  I am proud to recommend Douglas Zamora for the Hero in Education 
award. 

GRIFFITH JOYNER EL
SAYERS, JOHN P, Principal
Rita Ramos, Hero
Ms. Ramos is an exceptional individual that has a distinguished work ethic here at Florence Griffith Joyner.  Throughout the years, Ms. Ramos has guided, 
helped and taught a significant amount of students how to read, write and understand concepts appropriate to their grade level.  Her main focus has 
always been to prepare our children to be successful in the future.  She goes beyond expectation, even her own.  Ms. Ramos is an outstanding educator that 
is a hero for our students at Florence Griffith Joyner Elementary School. 

GULF EL
ARMENTA, NORA M, Principal
Gloria Marquez, Hero
Ms. Gloria Marquez has been employed as a paraprofessional at Gulf Avenue Elementary School since July of 1992.  She has always demonstrated great 
dedication and effort in all the tasks she has been asked to perform.  Her attention to detail and accuracy ensures excellence in quality performance.  She 
doesn't stop until the job gets done.  Gloria is always willing to help anyone that needs her assistance even if it means on her own time.  She is a beloved 
and valued member of our staff and we are proud to have her in our school.  Ms. Marquez is a genuine heroine at Gulf Avenue School! 

HALLDALE EL
SAKURAI, LINDA M, Principal
Elaine Moulton, Hero
Elaine Moulton is a committed, caring and inspiring teachers at Halldale Avenue Elementary School.  She piloted the SRLDP program here 14 years ago and 
has been teaching it ever since.  Her job at Halldale is one of the most important jobs at our school because she teaches the parents that their involvement 
in their child's education is one of the biggest keys to success in school.  She introduces the children to the many social aspects of the school and 
fosters a love of school and prepares the students academically to begin their education in kinderfarten.  Our Halldale families enjoy her dedication to 
the SRLDP program as she sparks the joy of education in thirty new students each year.  We are privileged to have the opportunity to work with and 
honor Elaine Moulton for her committment to Halldale and the Los Angeles Unified School District since 1970. 

HARBOR CAS
Jayme Wilson, Hero
Low key, unassuming, never expecting anything in return our hero is a true supporter of public education at all levels.  Whether it be conducting 
fundraisers for educational foundations providing scholarships, honoring teachers with harbor cruises or covering the payroll for a start-up charter 
school until the state fund arrives he has been there to help in every way he can.  We are proud to introduce our "Superhero" Mr. Jayme Wilson. 

HARBOR CITY EL
LONG, AKIDA LESLI K, Principal
Katie Yacono, Hero
Ms. Yacono is a committed, dedicated, hardworking and selfless individual.  She always has the best intention for all stakeholders. 

HARBOR OCC CNTR
MADRID, ANNA E, Principal
Imelda Macias, Hero
In today's world, when our youth's educational success' are under constant turmoil, Ms. Macias's Young Adult Program at Harbor Occupational Center 
continues to develop and grow by as much as 49% since 2002.  Ms. Macias works with the youth, who have had difficulty with the traditional educational 
track, and helps those wanting to succeed to achieve goals that were, at one time in their lives seemingly unattainable.  She is, one student at a time, 
assisting our future adults become successful citizens.  For this reason, she is a "Hero in Education." 
 
HARBOR TCHR PREP ACD
ADAMS, MATTIE R, Principal
Marilyn Combs, Hero
Marilyn works tirelessly by volunteering in the office everyday.  She serves as the PTSA president, chaperone on field trips, makes copies for teachers, 
telephone calls when necessary and even drives students to school.  Mrs. Combs takes the initiative to problem solve and is always willing to go the extra 

mile.  Her assistance is crucial to the operation of the school. 
HARMONY EL
CORDOVA, ROBERT, Principal
Orinio Opinaldo, Hero
Harmony Elementary nominates Orinio Opinaldo for the Heroes in Education Award.  Mr. Opinaldo has dedicated forty years of his life to the students of 
our community.  He is an active member of St. Agnes Church and has worked as a teacher at Forty-Ninth Street School.  After a brief retirement, Mr. 
Opinaldo has served as a mentor, an organizer, and an inspiration to our school community.  Mr. Opinaldo's passion continues to be working with 
students, parents and teachers to provide the most rigorous, culturally relevant education possible. 

HAWAIIAN EL
FRIEDMAN, MONICA L, Principal
Stephanie Slater, Hero
Mrs. Slater has been our Literacy Coach for eight years and her love for Hawaiian Avenue School is evident and beyond her duties.  One example is that she 
has been at the forefront of our increased test scores.  She not only puts in very long hours during the week but also on weekends.  She is giving of 
herself, her expertise, her time and her energy-all so that Hawaiian students may achieve and flourish. 

HOOPER EL
ESPINOZA, EUFROSINO, Principal
Gloria Carrasco, Hero
Ms. Carrasco's commitment, enthusiasm, unfaltering support of students and professionalism certainly make a dynamic difference in the lives of students 
and parents.  We are fortunate to have someone as talented as you working at Hooper Avenue Elementary School as a first grade teacher.  You are an active 
staff member with a great attitude!  You are a respected member of the school community.  We are proud and privileged to have the opportunity to work 
with you this academic school year.  We wish you much success in the future.  On behalf of our students and parents we like to express heartfelt thanks 
for all your contributions and accomplishments. 

HOOPER PC
SHAW, MICHAEL J, Principal
Joan Sanderson, Hero
Joan Sanderson is a super-hardworking teacher who dedicated her life to teaching young children.  She will go to any length to make sure that her 
students learn.  For this we believe she deserves to be recognized. 

ISLAND EL
HINOJOSA, IRENE L, Principal
Robin Finn, Hero
Ms. Robin Finn was selected as our Hero in Education for her commitment to improve student achievement through reading.  Ms. Robin Finn, our school 
librarian is a true educator.  She is passionate about reading and committed to instilling this love to our students.  There is no other person in our 
school besides Robin, who not only knows every student by name, she also knows the reading level of every student in the school.  She devotes her lunch 
hour in the library to provide students additional time to read.  She has organized book fairs, guest events with authors and our weekly school wide 
Island Elementary School Accelerator Reading Program's student recognition awards.  Robin Finn is one very special person to Island Elementary School.  
She is known around campus as the "La Mujer De Libros" translated "The Lady of Books." 
 
JEFFERSON CAS
WONG, FRANCE, Principal
Audrey Rushton, Hero
Audrey Rushton has dedicated a lifetime to the field of education in various capacities (teacher, administrator and spiritual leader) performing her 
duties here at home and around the world.  She has volunteered her time and talent tutoring our at risk high school students.  She spends 4 hours each 
day, Mondays through Thursdays.  She has not only shared her academic expertise, but she has inspired and helped students succeed in countless ways.  She 
assisted one student to access much needed dental work through the USC Dental School.  Through donations received, she provides scholarships to 
many students to help them pay for GED fees.  She continues to win over the most resistant students with her kindness, compassion and encouraging 
words.  Audrey is a remarkable woman who is treasured by students and staff.  We are tremendously blessed to have her as part of our team as an invaluable 
volunteer. 

JEFFERSON SH
FLECHA, JUAN A, Principal
Luis G. Garcia, Hero
Luis G. Garcia is a proud Thomas Jefferson High School alumnus from the class of 1996.  He joined the faculty in 2005.  Mr. Garcia is a renowned artist and a 
most gifted art teacher.  His greatest contribution is encouraging students to enter art contests.  His students have earned city wide recognition from 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa himself, and the accolades continue for their award-winning work.  In addition, Mr. Garcia has taken an active leadership 
role in the Global Outlook through Academic Leadership Smaller Learning Community.  Mr. Garcia is the embodiment of Demo Pride! 

JORDAN SH
STRACHAN, STEPHEN G, Principal
Lois Mosely, Hero
Ms. Mosely has been an asset to Jordan High School for the last 10 years.  Her dedication and commitment has made our campus clean and safe for all 
students and staff.  Ms. Mosely can also be seen encouraging and supporting all students in their academic achievement.  Jordan declares Ms. Lois Mosely as 
a Hero in Education! 

KING-DREW MED MAG
RAINEY WOODS, JUANITA M, Principal
Ernest Ramsey, Hero
It is with great pleasure that I nominate Mr. Earnest Ramsey for the Heroes in Education award.  He has been an educator for over 20 years.  As the Principal 
of King/Drew Magnet High School of Medicine and Science, I sincerely feel that he is deserving on the nomination, as he exemplifies the characteristics of 
a true educator and is an avid supporter of academia.  Mr. Ramsey stands out as a leader; he is a competent, compassionate and accomplished teacher, who 
has been a tremendous assest to me and the adminstrative staff.  Evidence by the rapport he has with his current and former students.  He is often sought 
out by those who have graduated and returned from college to share their university experiences.  Mr. Ramsey's overall teaching style includes expecta-
tions of mutual respect, enhanced by esteem building tutelage.  Mr. Ramsey is professional, dedicated and willing to get the job done.  His manner and 
dedication has made a positive impact since the minute he arrived at King/Drew.  Mr. Ramsey is greatly committed to his profession and I enthusiastically 
recommend him for nomination without reservation. 

LEAPWOOD EL
HUDLEY, CAMELLIA D, Principal
Ursula Martin, Hero
Ursula Martin is a dedicated, hardworking teacher with fantastic energy.  Everyday she brings this energy to the classroom and meetings.  Her students 

really enjoy her classroom and she makes learning fun and exciting.  The creativity she brings provides a learning dynamic that the 3rd graders really 
need.  When you walk into her classroom her students are well behaved.  She uses a tone that students can relate to and one that they respect.  In 
addition to her classroom activities, she serves the entire student body at Leapwood Elementary as the Title I Coordinator.  Even though she has a dual 
role, she balances these activities and her students' learning in not compromised.  Ursula Martin's contributions to Leapwood have greatly enhanced the 
progress the school has made over the past few years.  We appreciate all her hard work and it is an honor to nominate her for all she does! 

LELAND EL
MASERO, SUSAN E, Principal
Irene Garcia, Hero
Mrs. Garcia is our community representative.  She runs our parent center and is also our PTA president.  Mrs. Garcia has worked tirelessly, far beyond her 
her assigned hours, to help our students by helping the parents with parent education and social activities to help them feel welcome at school.  She is 
our hero. 

LIZARRAGA EL
MOSCOSCO, VERONICA, Principal
Patricia Morales, Hero
Ms. Morales is an enthusiastic 5th grade teacher who is a Hero at Lizzaraga.  She goes above and beyond every single day in order for students to reach 
their highest potential.  She also assists on several school committee's and works countless hours just to get the job done.  She is one of the most caring 
teachers at our school.  She is a great role model for the students at Lizzaraga Elementary School. 

LOCKE EEC
Desilisa Mitchell, Hero
I am very happy to name Mrs. Desilisa Mitchell as a Hero in Education for Locke Early Education Center.  She is an exceptional leader and the contact 
teacher who assumes the responsibilities fo rthe Locke EEC in my absences.  Mrs. Mitchell has proven to be supportive, fair and prudent in judgement.  She is 
certainly our Hero in Education. 
 
LOCKE SH
KIEL, TRAVIS, Principal
Doris Davenport, Hero
Ms. Davenport is a hero because she has dedicated her life to educating the children of Los Angeles.  She became and educator over 30 years ago.  Ms. 
Davenport never backed down from a challenge and in fact welcomes them.  She is a hero at Locke High School, because she always gives her best. 

LOMITA MATH/SCI MAG
COUNTY, BARBARA A, Principal
Miho Kriyama, Hero
Miho Kiriyama has worked diligently with Lomita Magnet's PTA for many years.  She has organized many PTA-sponsored events that unites students, parents, 
teachers and community stakeholders.  Miho lives her life by following the proverb: "It takes a village to raise a child." 

LOS ANGELES ACAD MS
BORGES, MARIA A, Principal
Ha Nguyen, Hero
Ha Nguyen is an outstanding Science teacher.  She has spent countless hours fundraising and coordinating for a trip to Catalina.  Her hard work paved 
the way for 40 students to embark on an experience they will always treasure. 

MAIN ST EL
GARCIA, EVA N, Principal
Gwendolyn Heads-Williams, Hero
Mrs. Gwendolyn Head-Williams is an exceptional candidate to receive the Heroes in Education Award.  She has actively participated in a diverse assortment 
of school activities ranging from putting up school bulletin boards to putting together a school fashion show.  She has helped to build our Profes-
sional Learning Community by devoting countless hours of her time and personal resources.  She has used her influence to obtain valuable resources 
needed.  She initiated, planned and brought to fruition our school's first Community Health & Fitness Expo.  This included various community organiza-
tions coming together to provide free information, health screenings and fitness products for our community.  For this and much more Mrs. Gwendolyn 
Head-Williams is Main Street's Heroe in Education. 

MARKHAM MS
STROUD, VERNA B, Principal
Diane Ortega, Hero
Mrs. Ortega has given her time above and beyond the call of duty.  She demonstrates a strong commitment to excellence.  Anytime she is asked to do 
something, her answer is always yes.  She is the greatest! 

MC KINLEY EL
WILLIAMS, GWENDOLYN, Principal
Geraldine Alexander, Hero
We are proud and honored to recommend Mrs. Geraldine Alexander to be recognized as a 2008 Hero In Education and thank her for all she does, and 
continues to do for the community and us.  Unselfish, committed, efficient, cooperative, task-oriented and dependable are just some of the qualities which 
describe Mrs. Alexander.  She has worked at McKinley Elementary School for the past 32 years as an educational aide.  She is 63 years young and displays 
youthful energy and speed in everything she does.  She demonstrates leadership skills, is hard working, has a positive attitude and is dedicated to our 
students and our community. 

MEYLER EL
WLOCH, NANCY J, Principal
Berthline Young, Hero
The Meyler Street Staff unanimously endorses our Plant Manager, Mr. Berthline "Bert" Young as our Hero in Education.  Mr. Young arrives at school 
shortly after 6 am, daily, dressed in his neatly pressed uniform, and starts cleaning, organizing, and ensuring that our school is a healthy, safe place to 
learn and work.  He is "perpetual motion."  Leaves, debris and dirt are his enemies!  He is a great role model to students and adults.  With his quiet manner 
and his strong work ethic, he sets the perfect example for all of us to follow.  Mr. Young often comes in on the weekends.  He has great attendace in his 
seven years on campus.  He treats everyone with respect.  It is rare that 100% of staff members would ever come to the same conclusion on any issue.  
However, we rarely get to meet someone like Bert Young, our Hero. 
 
MIRAMONTE EL
LOPEZ, RICHARD, Principal
Annette Stamply, Hero
It is an honor to give Annette Stamply our very highest recognition for Heroes in Education.  Our school nominates and elects her as our Hero due to 
her excellent service as a Building and Grounds worker.  Ms. Stamply keeps our school clean and in excellent working conditions.  We also recognize her 

perfect attendance for 14 years.  On behalf of everyone at Miramonte Elementary School, thank you Annette Stamply. 
MONETA HS
MORREALE, ANTONIO, Principal
Daevon Taylor, Hero
Daevon Taylor's high school career has been a transient one.  He has moved a total of seven times in four years.  His classes have been restarted numerous 
times due to the transient nature of his schooling.  He has returned to Moneta High School twice.  Despite these challenges and lack of stability, Daevon 
completed his high school requirements in a timely manner.  He is an example of perserverance and determination in overcoming adversity. 

NARBONNE SH
KAY, LINDA M, Principal
Richard Cody, Hero
Mr. Richard Cody has been meeting the needs of students, parents and school staff members for 42 years.  At 74 years of age, he continues to provide love 
guidance, and support to "at risk" students here at Narbonne High School.  He is a humble man and makes every attempt to help those in need because he 
truly wants to make a positive difference in the lives of others.  If he knew he was nominated for this award, he would object.  Mr. Cody is as capable with 
the school computer system and master schedule as he si with helping others.  He is a very intelligent man.  Mr. Cody is a guardian angel to those who are 
fortunate enough to have crossed his path.  In addition to teaching, counseling, and mentoring teachers and counselors, Mr. Cody has six children.  He 
and his wife adopted four of them yet he considers them all his own.  His wife passed away seven years ago, yet he continues to be involved in the lives of 
all of his children and sixteen grandchildren. 

NEW TECH SH @ JORDAN
Heather Armas, Hero
Ms. Armas has been the consistent support person for New Tech during the past two years.  She is a hard and enthusiastic worker.  She always has the 
students' interest at heart. 

NEW TECH SH @JEFF SH
Darryl Collins, Hero
Mr. Darryl Collins serves as the Lead teacher of our school.  He has been the point person in helping our staff replicate the Project Based curriculum here 
at New Tech High School.  Mr. Collins has done such a wonderful job of developing Project Based Learning.  Due to his practices our school wide test 
scores have soared. 
 
NORMONT EL
JOSEPH, TRACY L, Principal
Shirley Gardner, Hero
Shirley Gardner is a shining star at Normont Elementary School.  She greets each student with a radiant smile and words of encouragement.  Shirley is a 
leader, mentor and a hero at Normont School. 
 
PARK WESTERN EL
CASSIDY, CHRISTINE, Principal
Don Scott, Hero
In roughly 35 years with LAUSD, Don Scott worked as a teacher, assistant principal and finally principal.  One of his favorite parts of the job was teaching 
folk and square dancing to the students.  When a visitor would come to the school, looking for the principal, it was common to find him in the 
auditorium, teaching dance.  Some things never change!  Now, in his retirement, he volunteers every Monday at Park Western Elementary School.  For ten 
years and counting, he has provided the staff with music, lessons and his expertise.  The staff believes that the practice of dance patterns and the listen-
ing it requires contribute to their students successes.  Plus, it's a fun way to spend a sleepy Monday morning.  The culmination of this work each year is a 
dance festival that gives each grade level a chance to show off their dancing talents.  Mrs. Scott demonstrates how important a volunteer can be in the 
life of a school.  His patience, knowledge and considerable efforts make a difference in the lives of the children at Park Western. 

PARMELEE EL
KAMON, BARBARA J, Principal
Sandra Pattison, Hero
Ms. Pattison has dedicated over 23 years to working with Special Education students at Parmelee.  She has been relentless in working to provide rigor and 
nurturing all students and families she works with on campus.  Her efforts are well known, and many parents of our special needs students request and 
look forward to having their children in her class.  Her dedication to students and education go far beyond the call of duty.  Ms. Pattison is retiring 
this year and already has plans to begin volunteer work here at Parmelee starting July, 2008. 

PATTON HS
HANSON, DENNIS J, Principal
Kristine Evans, Hero
As a counselor to Patton High School and three other options schools for Local District 8, Mrs. Evans, on a daily basis, demonstrates be her experience, 
knowledge, and commitment to our students, a quality of professionalism that is above and beyond the call of duty.  In addition, Mrs. Evans' compassion 
toward our students has allowed her to apply her skills in counseling to the greatest benefit of her couselees.  Mrs. Evans, by her example, continues to be 
an inspiration and is a true Hero in Education. 

PEARY MS
GARRETT, L G, Principal
Officer Luis Villanueva, Hero
We recommend Officer Villanueva for the prestigious "Heroes in Education" honor because he has proven to be a "caring and committed officer" of the 
Gardena Police Department.  He is commended for the support and service he offers the residents of Gardena and our school, while being noted as an 
advocate for our children.  Officer Villanueva is truly looked upon as a viable member of our Peary team and a "caring" adult on our campus who has 
vowed to protect and serve the residents of Gardena.  And for this we honor and recognize him for his outstanding efforts to protect and serve the city 
of Gardena with particular reference to the students adn staff of Peary Middle School. 

POINT FERMIN EL
TAFT, BONNIE K, Principal
Amy Williams, Hero
It was not hard to pick a hero for Point Fermin.  Amy Williams is our PTO president and volunteer extraordinaire.   She has organized our fundraisers, 
assisted teachers, office staff, and "Art to Grow On."  She not only works hard, but does it all with a cheerful smile and friendly greeting.  Ms. Williams 
truly brings a ray of sunshine to our school, and touches the lives of all she meets.  We love our Amy! 

 
PRESIDENT EL
ANNOR, EMMANUEL A, Principal
Takisha Bell, Hero
Not only does Takisha keep our school campus clean and beautiful inside and out, she also helps our students at President Avenue Elementary.  She talks to 
them and encourages them to get good grades, study hard and become good citizens.  She works above and beyond the call of her duties and the quality 
of her work is excellent. Above all, she has a very strong work ethic, and we as a school community are proud to nominate her as our Heroine in Educa-
tion. 

PURCHE EL
JACKSON, THADDUS L, Principal
Jacqueline Whitaker, Hero
Ms. Whitaker has been a most relieable and supportive volunteer for the past three years.  She is an active Purchee volunteer, working with students 
during lunch recess.  She has created a wonderful haven where these students get extra help for academics along with large doses of behavior guidance 
and encouragement.  Ms. Whitaker is in constant dialogue with teachers and administrators in order to find out the unique needs of the students who 
come to her for both academic and behavioral support.  Her dedication to the future success of Purche's students is obvious and we are honored to 
designate her as a Hero in Education. 

RITTER EL
MC KIE, CAROLIN L, Principal
Elva Witrago, Hero
Our valued Hero in Education at John Ritter Elementary School is Ms. Elva Witrago.  Ms. Witrago began volunteering in 2003.  She has assisted in many 
classes and many school wide activities, clocking over 3500 hours of volunteer service.  Ms. Witrago's children, Brian, Jerry and Karen along with her 
other Ritter students have a wonderful role model.  Ms. Witrago is a shy hero but we can always depend upon her.  She is a valuable asset and her service is 
appreciated and PRICELESS. 

RUSSELL EL
VEGA, ADALBERTO R, Principal
Nancy McHenry, Hero
Nancy McHenry has dedicatedly workerd at Russell Elementary for 38 years.  She has been nominated 7 times for "Who's Who Among America's Elementary 
School Teachers."  She has been a mentor teacher and is currently a gifted magnet teacher.  Ms. McHenry is loved and respected by all students, staff and 
parents.  As the sole member of the social committee, she has been the driving force in making Russell a better place to learn and work.  She can always be 
found with a kind word or gentle reassurance for all.  Without the enthusiasm and energy she brings, Russell would not be the same.  We thank Nancy 
McHenry for all of the lives she has touched. 

S SHORES PER ARTS MG
SUZUKI, PAUL E, Principal
Hannah Finnley, Hero
Hannah Finnley is a 3rd grade teacher at our school.  She is also an active participant in our schools leadership.  Mrs. Finnley volunteers her time to offer 
her students after school tutoring.  She serves as the Title I coordinator and heads the after school intervention program and demonstrates a passion 
for education. 

SAN PEDRO SH
DI PIETRO, ROBERT B, Principal
Kathy Carcamo, Hero
Kathy Carcamo: Teacher at San Pedro High School in Education.  She exhibits an outstanding commitment to the community and students of San Pedro 
High School.  She tirelessly organizes senior activities, prom, winter formal dance, homecoming, staff appreciation and the senior citizen's prom.  Ms. 
Carcamo instills civic pride and responsibility in leadership students as well as promotes Croatian culture with her student club. 

SELLERY SP ED CTR
BOWMAN, PATRICIA A, Principal
Rudolph Oliver, Hero
Our plant manager truly cares about the cleanliness and safety of our school for all our students with disabilities.  He connects with all of the 
students and staff members.  Rudy goes over and beyond the call of duty even at times without compensation. 
 
TAPER EL
STEINBACH, DOREEN J, Principal
Kahryn Rand, Hero
Ms. Rand has done a wonderful job meeting the needs of students who need extra assistance.  She has been a major asset to the Taper staff.  Ms. Rand goes 
above and beyond in her role as the Resource Specialist.  Taper is proud to name her as our Hero in Education! 

TOWNE EL
HIRATA, MARK T, Principal
Betty Merrill, Hero
Betty Merrill exhibits pride in and assumes all professional responsibilities as Plant Manager for the cleanliness and maintenance of the school facility.  
She assumes and demonstrates leadership to ensure the health, safety and welfare of all students and staff.  She interacts with students to develop mutual 
respect, pupil self-discipline and character building.  Betty Merrill is a no-nonsense individual, dedicated, and a valued member of the school establish-
ment. 

VAN DEENE EL
HODNETT, ELLEN W, Principal
Nicholas Pavlov, Hero
Nicholas Pavlov is a true hero at Van Deene Elementary School.  He currently teaches children in the Specific Learning Disabilities Special Day Class 
program.  His passion for teaching and for helping children with disabilities is evident in his instruction and is his relationships with his students and 
other teachers.  Additionally, Mr. Pavlov has taken on many other roles at Van Deene.  Mr. Pavlov's expertise in technology and willingness to work beyond 
his classroom has helped Van Deene move into the 21st century.  He has taken the lead in creating a magnificent computer lab with educational software 
geared to assisting all students with the language and math standards.  He truly works above and beyond, connecting us with business partners, getting 
computers donated to our school, training our teachers to use the programs, and helping out with any questions and concerns that the staff may have.  
Many teachers feel Mr. Pavlov has helped them overcome their fear of modern technology and because of his training and support, they feel comfortable 
and are enthusiastic about using the computers with their classes.  He comes early, stays late, and has even worked on the weekend to ensure that our 

technology program is moving forward.  We honor and thank Mr. Pavlov for beign a true hero. 
WADSWORTH EL
ABNER, LORRAINE G, Principal
Cristina Castillo, Hero
Mrs. Cristina Castillo is one of several unsung heroes at Wadsworth Avenue Elementary School.  She has worked at Wadsworth since 1987.  Even though 
her positions as a Campus Aide and/or School Supervision Aide have ranged from 45 minutes to 3 hours long, she comes to the school and volunteers 
faithfully from 7 a.m. until dismissal at the front gate.  Mrs. Castillo is like a mother to many at the school and a grandmother to the students.  She is 
pillar of strength and love.  The entire school community recognizes her as an integral part of the school.  Children parents and staff love and 
appreciate Mrs. Cristina Castillo. 

WASHINGTON EEC
Alessandra Comodo, Hero
Mrs. Comodo was elected the 2007-2008 Parent Board President by her fellow parents as a result of her dedication to Ruth Washington Early Education 
Center.  Her perserverance in encouraging parents to actively involve themselves in their childrens early childhood education developement is amazing.  
She does this by constantly reminding parents about center events, participation opportunities on committees and simply advocating for young children.  
Mrs. Comodo is a role model for the students at Ruth Washington Early Education Center. 

WATERS EMP PREP-AEWC
Norma Roberts, Hero
Norma Roberts has been an outstanding Vocational Nursing instructor with the Division of Adult and Career Education for the past 11 years.  She works 
tirelessly with her students offering tremendous care, encouragement and support.  She is well known for upholding the high standards of our 
division's nursing program as evidenced by her students' consistent 100% pass rates on the state board exam.  Each year her former students return to 
offer support to the current class.  This giving back is one of Ms. Roberts' ongoing messages to her students and is only one of many qualities which make 
her a Hero in Education. 

WATTS LC CHARTER SCH
Katherine Nelson, Principal
Jessica Boro, Hero
Jessica Boro was selected by the Watts Learning Center stakeholders as our Hero in Education.  Mrs. Boro is a phenomenal educator with a passion for 
developing the whole child; thus, empowering her students to become scholars that are competitively prepared for college in the 21st century.  As a 
Nationally Board Certified teacher, she exemplifies excellence in all that she does, by both providing an amazing instructional program for her students, 
as well as serving as a mentor to her colleagues.  Mrs. Boro cares deeply about creating change for the students in our community.  She is truly an 
incredible asset to the Watts Learning Center. 

WEIGAND EL
PASILLAS, FRANCES, Principal
Officer Salazar, Hero
Officer Salazar is nominated as a Hero in Education because of his commitment to the students of the community.  He has been working with one of our 
students who has recently showed negative behavior.  Officer Salazar has counseled him repeatedly and even though Weigand is not his area, he responds 
to calls and drops by to see the student at least once a week.  The student has shown growth and is becoming more responsible for his actions.  It takes a 
village to raise a child and despite our implementation of a schoolwide discipline plan, the help of an authority figure such as Officer Salazar has made a 
difference in the life of this child. 

WEST VERNON EL
JUST, MARGARET K, Principal
Sharon Hall-Johnson, Hero
Sharon goes above and beyond what is exepected in EVERYTHING she does.  As a classroom teacher and in her present position, as a coordinator, she sees a 
need for something to be done, and it is done!  Sharon is an extremely conscientious, hard-working, caring, energetic, well-organized team player that 
demonstrates daily how much she cares about students and their learning.  We are proud to have her as our Hero in Education! 

WHITE MS
NOBLE, JAMES P, Principal
Keith Dowling, Hero
Mr. Keith Dowling, an accomplished English Teacher, created the Global Warming Awarness and Action Club (GWAAC).  Pronounced "G-Wake", this organi-
zation has developed a school wide awareness and concern aroud environmental issues.  This in turn led to the most successful Earth Day Awarness 
activities culminating with the screening of former Vice President Al Gore's documentary, An Inconvenient Truth: A Global Warning.  Students and staff 
members have demonstrated a heightenend awarness around the need to reduce, reuse and recycle.  Mr. Dowling has assumed this role in addition to 
performing all the duties associated with full time teaching.  Mr. Keith Dowling realizes the role of teacher is composed of more than just command of 
content and the perfected practice of pedagogical skills.  He demonstrates that the most important things a teacher imparts to students are a passion for 
individual exploration of knowledge and the desire to participate in the democratic process.  For these reasons, Mr. Keith Dowling is truly a Hero in 
Education. 

WHITE POINT EL
O BRIEN, LISA M, Principal
Palma Mejia, Hero
Palma Mejia has served the students of White Point for the past 6 years as our Art To Grow On Chairperson.  Palma is the mother of four beautiful daugh-
ters, Tatiana, age 13, Isabella, age 9, Angelina, age 7 and Maya, age 2.  She has made instruction in the Arts a vital part in the lives of students.  She recruits 
docents and volunteers to ensure EVERY student receives instruction in the Arts.  She is responsible for ordering materials, planning schedules and 
finding the kiln key when missing.  She also orchestrates our end of the year show.  She spends countless hours planning, preparing and hanging student 
art.  She makes all students feel successful and valuable.  It is Palma's dedication and committment to children which makes her a hero in the eyes of the 
White Point students, staff and parents. 

WILLENBERG SP ED CTR
MURPHY, DANIEL T, Principal
Alicia Sparks, Hero
Ms. Alicia Sparks is the mother of Daniel, a secondary student at Willenberg.  Last year she accepted a part time position in our office.  Not only was she an 
exceptional addition to our office team, but she has interviewed and we have hired her to be a special education assistant.  Teachers are already scram-
bling to have her in their classroom.  She has that "something special" that makes her a Willenberg Dolphin. 

 
WILMINGTON MS
ARAGON, VERONICA D, Principal
Elaine Johnson, Hero
Wilmington Middle School's honoree, Elaine Johnson, is very active in HOPE World Wide, a community-based organization who chose to adopt Wilming-
ton Middle School as well as the city of Wilmington last summer.  With the assistance of school staff, Elaine "brainstormed" ways in which her organiza-
tion could be of assistance.  Elaine developed ABC (A Better Chance) Tutoring.  She then organized a group of 10-20 volunteers who come to school 
Tuesdays and Thursdays to work, individually, with students who need extra help in reading.  When classes began for Saturday School, an additional 20 
volunteers came to help students with their reading.  Elaine has also been instrumental in working with HOPE World Wide on Thanksgiving baskets and 
toys for needy children at Christmas time, as well as the Day of Hope, when volunteers and students worked side-by-side to plant trees in the community 
and to restore a Teen Community Center.  Elaine is an awesome addition to our school staff. 

WILMINGTON PARK EL
BINA, DEBRA J, Principal
Guadalupe Vasquez, Hero
Guadalupe Vasquez worked as a Teacher Assistant for 3 hours per day for 10 years.  Although she was paid for the 3 hours, she worked additional time in 
the morning and after school as a volunteer.  Now that she is "retired", we see her even more than before.  She has the ability to work with all students 
and adults in a patient manner and motivate students to achieve their best.  She comes to work with a constant smile and is one of those nameless faces in 
the background at Wilmington Park who continues so much of the success of our students at our school.  It is with great pleasure that we, the staff at 
Wilmington Park, honor Ms. Guadalupe Vasquez as one of the heroes at Wilmington Park Elementary School. 

WISDOM ACAD FOR YS
Bettye Collins, Hero
Ms. Bettye "Queen" Collins is the President of the Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists Parent Council Board.  She always answers with a "yes" to our every 
need and contributes many hours of service to ensure student achievement is at its highest for our students.
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49TH ST EL
BALDERRAMA, DANIEL A, Principal
Dora Casillas, Hero
Mrs. Casillas works tirelessly to help the students and families at 49th Street School.  As a PSA counselor she works well beyond her responsibilities to 
help children come to school daily.  She has developed incentive programs to improve student attendance, academics and planning for the future.  Dora 
has organized "Career Days" worked with Operation School Bell and is always available to help in all student programs and activities.  Dora's positive 
nature and outlook is contagious. 

7TH ST EL
COLAZAS, CONSTANTINE X, Principal
Margaret Spinelli, Hero
Mrs. Margaret Spinelli has been a kindergarten teacher at Seventh Street School for over 30 years.  Her dedication to her students and their families is 
legendary in the San Pedro Community.  Students come back to see her after graduating college and often name her as the most influential teacher in 
their lives.  She is a recognized leader on our staff and has always had numerous adjunct assignments including Program Coordinator, all while giving 
the majority of her effort and energy to her kindergarten students.  She has served as a Masters Teacher and Mentor Teacher to countless new teachers 
over the years so her influence is widely spread.  Margaret Spinelli is truly the embodiment of the Seventh Street School spirit and we hope that just like 
the energizer bunny, she will keep going, and going, and going... 

92ND ST EL
ARCENEAUX, NANETTA V, Principal
Tana Bell, Hero
When we received our application to select a hero in education there was no doubt in anyone's mid who our choice should be.  Tana Bell has been teaching 
at 92nd Street Elementary School for more than 30 years.  She teaches Pre-Kindergarten and has taught multiple generations of children from the same 
families over the years.  She recently received recognition from a culminating 5th grader who was in her Pre-K class.  He wanted her to know that she was 
his favorite teacher and provided a tribute to her including pictures he had saved from the time he was in her class.  Ms. Bell has a passion for gardening 
and has created an "Imagination Garden" at the school where students can go for inspiration in the Arts, Science and Language Arts.  She had 150 parents 
volunteer to help her when she planted the garden.  She now teaches upper grade students how to maintain the garden.  She has even established an 
Entrepreneur's Club for students who might want to become Landscape Architects.  She has parents who continually come to her for cousel because of 
her wisdom and commitment to the students of 92nd Street School.  Ms. Maldonado, her long time Teacher's Assistant, commented that her kindness and 
generosity were among her finest qualities.  Tana Bell in not only a hero to the students of 92nd Street School, but also to the staff and the entire 
community. 
 
99TH ST EL
SALAZAR, KARINA A, Principal
Courtney Moore, Hero
Ms. Courtney Moore is a Hero in Education within the teaching profession at 99th Street Elementary School.  Her outstanding classroom performance is 
defined by: Rigor, Relevance and Relationships.  Ms. Moore models rigorous instruction daily and has been known to move students more than one 
performance band on the CST!  Ms. Moore demonstrates relevance in her instruction by intergrating subject matter and using a variety of learning 
experiences that include culturally relevant and responsive pedagogy.  Most of all, Ms. Moore maintains high expectations and nurturing relationships 
with each one of her students which constitute the foundation for achieving all the rest. 

AMBLER EL
ELLIS, GINA M, Principal
Gloria Amezcua-Elizarraraz, Hero
Ms. Amezcua started as a volunteer at Ambler Elementary approximately 7 years ago.  She then became a yard supervisor and community representative 
working and volunteering in the office supporting teachers and our community.  Last year, Ms. Amezcua became Ambler's Concent decree technician 
rendering assistance to all students and their families, especially those with special needs.  In any and all capabilities, Ms. Amezcua does more than what is 
expected or asked for.  She leads with her heart and always puts children first.  There is not enough room on any page to list her many selfness attributes.  
She is the rock of our community, our students, our staff, and our office. 

AMESTOY EL
NISHIKAWA, KATHLEEN C, Principal
Anna Stark, Hero
I believe that being a teacher is a difficult job and a great vocation.  Through my talks with my son Jose, I believe that Mrs. Stark is a hero at Amestoy 
Elementary.  She is focused on having her students achieve academically.  Mrs. Stark does not use the excuse that her students are not fluent in speaking 
or reading English.  She holds the highest standards for all her students.   Mrs. Stark also motivates her to students to become good and responsible 
citizens.  She also encourages her students to go to college.  She plants the seeds of human values in their hearts daily.  Her personal story, her effort and 
her roots are inspirational for every student that she comes across. 

ANGEL'S GATE HS
Joyce Norfleet, Principal
Kris Evans, Hero
Kris Evans, our counselor is chosen because of her work with our school and the district.  Kris is the District 8 Crisis Team Leader and consulted on crisis 
and threat throughout  and Assessment District 8.  She has written a user-friendly model for Crisis, Threat Assesment and Terrorism currently used in 
our schools.  She has trained and responded to many crisis events and has a personable touch with our students. 

ANIMO RALPH BUNCHE
RHODES, SHANLEY, Principal
Elizabeth Serna, Hero
Ms. Serna has been an exemplary teacher from the day we opened two years ago.  In addition, she regularly stays after school to provide tutoring and 
extra curricular support.  Most recently she sponsored a Close Up Foundation trip to Washington D.C. that required fundraising, leadership training and 
supervision.  She is a strong role model for students and collegues. 

ANIMO WATTS #1
CHANG, DAN, Principal
Elizabeth Sevilla, Hero
I would like to honor Elizabeth Sevilla, our English teacher.  Since the beginning of the school year, Elizabeth has tirelessly worked extra hours and 
weekends to attend evening field trips and events with our students.  She has developed deeply personal, meaningful relationships with students, staff, 
and administration while also being the sole provider for her daughter, mother and stepfather. 

ANNALEE EL
MCMILLAN, SYDNIA J, Principal
Bridgette Blue, Hero
Mrs. Blue is a National Board Certified teacher as well as a Mentor teacher.  She is always helping other teachers and students in need.  She challenges the 
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students to improve themselves and maintain the respect of all.  She maintains a sense of professionalism by being dedicated, hard-working and giving her 
personal time.  Failure is not an option for her students.  She prepares them for life outside of school and is a GREAT TEACHER! 

ARCO IRIS PRIMRY CTR
KAMINSKI, THOMAS S, Principal
Cheryl Ann Adams, Hero
Cheryl Adams is an exceptional example of a competent and caring literacy coach.  She is competent by being a mentor to extend her knowledge of reading.  
Cheryl is caring by going the "extra mile" and dropping whatever she is doing to assist the teachers and the children at Arco.  LAUSD needs more coaches 
like Cheryl Adams. 

ASCOT EL
GILLILAND, DONNA M, Principal
Terry Little, Hero
Terry Little is a National Board Certifies 4th Grade Teacher, GATE Coordinator and Mentor to our new teachers.  He works long hours to fit in all of his 
duties.  Mr. Little pours through CUMs and talks to teachers in order to identify our gifted students.  He is always available to support our new teachers.  
Mr. Little has extremely high expectations for his students and they meet or exceed them.  Mr. Little recently tutored students for the Math Field Day and 
Ascot took home medals in almost every category.  Mr. Little meets with Parents frequently in order to keep them informed about the GATE program, Johns 
Hopkins opportunities and Magnet Choices.  Mr. Little is very passionate, highly-respected, and well-liked by all stakeholders. 

AURORA EL
LOWER LOWE, HEATHER M, Principal
Kendra Finn, Hero
Ms. Finn is our school librarian.  She actively seeks opportunities for the betterment of our school.  In the past year, she has written multiple grants.  A 
few of the grants awarded to our school included $50,000.00 worth of material from Hooked on Phonics, books for all students from First Book, and 
books for the library from National Endonment for the Humanities. 

AVALON GARDENS EL
TEOLA, MARIANNE J, Principal
Yvonne Nance, Hero
Mrs. Yvonne Nance has been a vital part of the Avalon Gardens Community for some twenty-one years.  Mrs. Nance is the mother of four children, all of 
whom have attended Avalon Gardens.  While three of them have graduated, one remains, indicating her work is not complete.  Throughout Mrs. Nance's 
years at Avalon Gardens she has worked on numerous committees, spearheaded various projects, and been an integral part in the decision-making process 
through her participation on our PTO (Friends of Avalon Gardens).  She has also been a part of the Leadership Councils at both the school site and 
District levels.  Mrs. Yvonne Nance's consistent efforts over the years have most definitely impacted the lives of the students and have placed her in the 
Avalon Gardens Elementary School Hall of Fame as a "Hero in Education." 
AVALON HS
AWTRY, REGINA A, Principal
Not participating in ceremony, Hero
 
BANDINI EL
FENTON, ROBERT L, Principal
Gabriel Martinez, Hero
Gabe goes above and beyond his duties in the classroom.  He is a role model for our students.  Whenever students, teachers or staff need anything, he is 
the first to volunteer.  He puts in countless hours during and after school in addition to weekends to help our students and families. 
BANNEKER SP ED CTR
OLMSTED, DONNA L, Principal
No award winner, Hero
 
BANNING SH
LOPEZ, ROBERT J, Principal
Venus DeBaun, Hero
Miss Venus DeBaun is a great influence to her students.  She is currently a Physical Education and Leadership teacher as well as the Cheerleading advisor.  
Miss DeBaun puts 100% in what she does at all times.  When one is in need she is always there to help and motivate, to keep students on the right track.  As a 
teacher she is friendly and nice, but at the same time she puts her foot down and is repected.  Miss DeBaun has been the cheerleading advisor for the past 
three years.  Taking on the responsibility as an advisor, she also takes on the role of a coach.  She has been a huge impact on the success of the cheerlead-
ing program, her support pays off.  As students we highly appreciate Miss DeBaun's committment as a teacher and advisor. 

BARRETT EL
ROBINSON, PRESCIOUS J, Principal
Pearlie Johnson, Hero
Ms. Pearlie Johnson has been a dedicated employee of LAUSD and Barrett Elementary School for over 23 years and a special education assistant for 13 years.  
Pearlie is a bright and friendly person that has touched the lives of students through her unique ability to nurture them, while providing discipline and 
structure.  She is very active in the community, holds block club meetings and works very closely with the Southeast Division Police Department.  Pearlie 
cooks for many of our school functions and assists students and staff members in a myriad of ways.  Barrett Elementary School is proud to honor Ms. 
Pearlie Johnson as our hero in education. 

BARTON HILL EL
MARDESICH, LOUIE J, Principal
Richard Culpepper, Hero
Mr. Culpepper is our superhero!  He volunteers daily at our school, both in and out of the classroom.  He is always there to help.  When security at the 
front enterance to our school was mentioned, he volunteered to be present for an hour each morning.  Mr. Culpepper is a tremendous asset to our 
school, and a role model for other parents. 

BONITA EL
YBARRA, EVA, Principal
Susan Amerin Mastin, Hero
Susan is an outstanding teacher.  Her strengths are strong, creative and challenging lessons for all her students.  She has written 2 books and is a 
mentor for BTSA teachers.  She is an NBC Teacher ans has been a County Teacher of the Year candidate.  Her dedication to Bonita Street students and 
parents is exemplary. 

 BROAD AVE EL
EVERS ALLEN, DEBORAH K, Principal
Yadira Hernandez, Hero
It is with great pleasure that Broad Avenue presents Yadira Hernandez as a Hero in Education.  Ms. Hernandez goes beyond the call of duty.  She works 
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closely with Student Council by staying after hours to supervise the annual Haunted House and Talent Show.  She takes the club pictures for the yearbook 
and provides support for teachers on Open House and Back to School Night.  She does all of this and asks for nothing in return.  Ms. Hernandez is a 
Special Education Assistant that believes that all children can learn and have access to the curriculum.  Ms. Hernandez went to Clear Creek Outdoor 
Education Center with the fifth grade students to provide additional support for students with special needs.  She is a team player who always does what 
is best for children.  Ms. Hernandez has high standards for her children and equips her students to be successful. 

BROADACRES EL
SPARKS, BARBARA K, Principal
Shirley Wimberley, Hero
Mrs. Wimbereley has been a volunteer for fifteen years.  As a volunteer she works in several classrooms.  She escorts students from their car when they are 
dropped off by their parents.  This has really helped alleviate our traffic problems in the morning.  Wherever and whenever there is a need, she is there to 
help.  She is our PHBAO Reprensentative, PTA treasurer and a member of the CEAC and SSC.  Mrs. Wimberely is a tremendous assest to Broadacres Avenue 
Elementary School and is definitely a Hero in Education. 
 
CABRILLO EL
RUSSO, SUZANNE R, Principal
Rose Mary Popp, Hero
It is with great pleasure and enthusiasm to name Rose Mary Popp as Cabrillo's "Heroine" in Education.  Her dedication and support for students, staff and 
parents of our school is unmatched.  For the past 12 years, she has served Cabrillo School first as a teacher then as Programs Coordinator.  Rose Mary has 
worked tirelessly to promote parent involvement, academic achievement for all students, particularly English Language Learners and Students-at-Risk.  
She is a collaborative colleague who gives 110% to support our staff.  Some people come into our lives and truly make us infinitely better-Rose Mary is one 
of those people. 

CARNEGIE MS
DONAHOE, PATRICK H, Principal
Gina Kim, Hero
Gina Kim left her nice orderly 6th grade teaching world to create a new position, College Advisor at Andrew Carnegie Middle School.  This school has 
never been the same since.  This year, in the unpaid position of GEAR UP Coordinator, she has spent many hours after her work day and on weekends, 
creating a school wide college going culture.  We now have a College Center, an entire 8th grade class that has taken and analyzed their PSAT results and 
completed the College Ed College Course.  One third of the student body has experienced five college campuses and numerous field trips, and outstanding 
MESA program with CSULB, motivational speakers, Science and Math Day, an increase in honor roll numbers and seventeen additional sections of honors 
opened.  We are honored to name Gina Kim as our Hero in Education. 

CAROLDALE LRNG COMM
ZOPATTI, SUZANNE M, Principal
Beverly Mathieson, Hero
Beverly Mathieson is a general education kindergarten teacher at Caroldale Learning Community.  She is an outstanding educator who goes above and 
beyond the call of duty to provide a successful and optimistic experience for all of her students.  Her dedication to her profession never waivers.  Mrs. 
Mathieson willingly accepts new and unique challenges and change while maintaining a positive and professional attitude at all times. 

CARSON EL
LEON, MARTIN, Principal
Rick Obrand, Hero
Mr. Obrand is a true legend at Carson Street School.  He has taught at Carson Street for 39 years.  He has taught the grandparents, parents aunts/uncles, 
etc. of many of our current students.  Many of his former students come back to visit and tell him what an inspiration he was to them.  His ex-students 
have only good things to say about Mr. Obrand.  He is a hero to all students and the Carson Street School Community.  Mr. Obrand will retire this year 
and he will truly be missed. 

CARSON SH
KEENER, KENNETH L, Principal
Wendy Gentry, Hero
Wendy Gentry is truly a "Hero in Education."  Mrs. Gentry has been teaching Computer Education at Carson High School for four years.  She is well-liked by 
the students and her fellow faculty members.  She is a wife and mother, and just recently retired from the Armed Services Reserve Forces.  Mrs. Gentry is 
currently serving on the School Based Management Council as well as the Safe and Civil Schools Committee.  Mrs. Gentry has done an excellent job of 
helping the committee to do the various surveys that are required "electronically."  She is currently working as an assistant lead teacher in the Leader-
ship Small Learning Community, and has just received word that her application for a California Partnership Academy Implementation Grant has received 
preliminary approval.  She will be the Lead Teacher for the International Business, Trade and Logistics Academy.  If all of the above is not enough, she will 
be entering CSU Dominguez HIlls to begin work on an administrative credential.  Congratulations Wendy! 

CARVER MS
WESLEY, EVELYN M, Principal
Colonel John Spencer, Hero
Although others were nominated, Colonel John Spencer was unanimously selected.  The committee agreed that Colonel Spencer's love and dedication to 
his students far exceeds the norm.  He successfully transforms musically inexperienced students into accomplished musicians.  He teaches Cadet Corps on 
all three tracks, embeding in them outstanding character development.  Colonel Spencer voluntarily assists with campus supervision before and after 
school, without pay!  He willingly helps his students after school.  He is enthusiastic about his programs and gratefully seeks opportunities to "showcase 
his students' talents."  Colonel John Spencer is truly a "Hero in Education." 

CATSKILL EL
BROOKS, HOFF W, Principal
Jo Ann Lewis, Hero
Ms. Jo Ann Lewis was nominated as a "Heroine in Education" because of her work to improve student achievement and her support of teachers.  She has 
organized and led "Parent and Me" ESL classes, organized and implemented a program to recognize English Learners who have reclassified, provided 
professional development for English Language teachers from K-5, and initiated a tutoring program with School on support to students and staff.  She is 
always available to assist. 

CDS COOPER
POLITZ, BARBARA L, Principal
Larry Bell, Hero
Mr. Larry Bell is our Hero in Education.  In addition to providing outstanding transportation service to students, he goes above and beyond the call of 
duty to support and teach.  Understanding the importance of safety on our campus, Mr. Bell often stays and supervises campus with us when he finishes his 
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route.  He also transports and accompanies students on field trips to supervise and enhance their experience, he is truly part of the Cooper family.  
Compassion as his guide, Mr. Bell once even provided us with a resource so that one of our homeless students could get a live-in building management job.  
We are proud to serve beside him and salute our Hero in Education, Mr. Larry Bell! 

CDS JOHNSON
GUTIERREZ, VICTORIO R, Principal
Elandy W. Cox, Hero
Ms. Cox mentors students in a caring and loving manner, especially those with negative attitude and behavior.  She creates certificates/awards for 
students, staff and other support people.  She often initiates a coordinates plans for special occasions.  She serves as a role model for students and staff. 

CHAPMAN EL
HITE, JANET S, Principal
Don Oden, Hero
Mr. Don Oden is the Chapman Elementary School Chapter Chair.  He runs the Charitable Campaign for the school every year, participates in Family Literacy 
Nights, Marathon Kids and holiday programs.  He serves on Councils and collaborates with the principal on school wide concerns.  He is a wonderful 
teacher who works well with his regular education class as well as with students from special education who integrate into his class in the afternoons.  
He is pleasant and caring and well-liked by students and co-workers. 

COMPTON EEC
, Principal
Linda Denton, Hero
Mrs. Denton is knowledgeable in her field of study.  She is caring and a natural gentle leader.  Mrs. Denton is highly respected by her colleagues. 

COMPTON EL
ROSS, CLAUDIA M, Principal
David Wright, Hero
Mr. David Wright is our Gifted Coordinator, Grade Level Chair and a member of the Pearsons Learning Team.  His expertise has been invaluable to our 
school.  He is bright, hardworking, courteous, friendly and efficient.  The quality that we most appreciate and respect in him is the ability to reach every 
child in our school. Mr. Wright feels that the success of each child is a personal endeavor.  He is a team player who seeks different perspectives in order 
to meet the needs of all stakeholders.  While working in the classroom he also spearheaded our schools' Single Plan for Student Achievement with an 
outstanding outcome.  He was able to balance these responsibilities with school wide support and productivity.  For these and countless other reasons, 
Mr. Wright is our candidate for the Heroes in Education award. 

CURTISS MS
BUREMS, EDNA P, Principal
Gwen Matthews, Hero
I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for Ms. Gwen Matthews who has been under my direct supervision for the past two years.  She has a 
thorough knowledge of English Language Arts Literature, which combined with her excellent verbal facility, enables her to express and present topics 
very well.  She has creative imagination that allows her to make classroom work interesting to students.  Gwen has the physical energy and drive to do a 
good job, however demanding, in any school setting.  During her tenure here, her moral qualities were above reproach.  Ms. Matthews is an excellent 
teacher leader.  She is truly a mentor to the new and veteran teachers.  Gwen is intelligent, hard working, friendly, and she is able to command respect 
and lead when the circumstances dictate that she do so.  Without reservation, I recommend Ms. Gwen Matthews for the Heroes in Education. 

DANA MS
BALL, TERRY A, Principal
Efrain Nava, Hero
USC graduate Efrain Nava began his teaching career in 1999 as Dana Middle School's band director.  In nine years, the Dana band has earned an exceptional 
reputation as musical ambassadors for the city of San Pedro.  Under Mr. Nava's direction, the band has earned numerous honors and first place parade 
awards throughout Southern California.  At their last parade, the band won the "Sweepstakes" award for the highest scoring musical entry.  The Dana 
Band has earned "Superior" ratings at the LAUSD Band and Orchestra Festival, numerous awards at the Knotts Berry Farm Music in the Parks Festival, and 
performed live at Disneyland on four occasions. 

DEL AMO EL
NAKADA BECERRA, CHERYL, Principal
Atsuko Yomogida, Hero
She has taught at Del Amo for over 30 years.  Mrs. Yomogida is a dedicated professional educator with a high standard of excellence.  She willingly 
volunteers for numerous adjunct assignments that directly benefit the students.  Mrs. Yomogida continues to be a knowledgeable mentor to our Del Amo 
staff. 

DENKER EL
THOMAS, MARSHA S, Principal
Della Matsumura, Hero
Della Matsumura is a parent volunteer, past and present PTA president, Community Representative, and secretary for the Local District 8 PHABO, Local 
District 8 Parent Advisor Council, and the District 8 Parent Insititue.  She also volunteers for the Wonder of Reading program and reads with several 
students weekly.  Della Matsumura is our "hero" and we are very fortunate and proud to have such a dedicated parent.  Marsha Thomas, Principal 

DODSON MS
COLLIER, ELMORE T, Principal
David Newalis, Hero
David Newalis has spent many hours working on the sets for Dodson Drama programs, specifically the full scale musicals each spring.  Dave has not only 
helped with set construction, but in organizing other parents to assist.  His leadership role in the Drama Booster Club has been instrumental to the 
success of Dodson Drama musicals. 
 
DOLORES EL
BARRAZA, ANNA L, Principal
Allan Woods, Hero
Mr. Alan Woods-dynamic fifth grader teacher, community volunteer, parent trainer, weekend technology instructor, program organizer and the list 
goes on and on-is our choice for Heroes in Education.  Our hero is a champion and a winner, a person who goes beyond and above the assigned day's work 
with a loving smile.  Mr. Woods is not only a great teacher but also a wonderful friend to children and parents in our local community.  After a serious 
stroke and an aorta life threatening operation, he returned to school to volunteer until his medical release from the district is approved.  When asked 
to assist in the implementation of standards based instruction or extra-curricular activities: whether sports or academic, he is the first to give of his 
time without hesitation. 
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DOMINGUEZ EL
HERON-ARCHIE, MICHELLE M, Principal
Maria Guzman, Hero
Maria Guzman is an exceptional teacher that goes the extra mile for her students, parents and colleagues!  Her expertise in Language Arts and Mathematics 
make her a well-respected and knowledgeable resource for her peers.  Maria's excellent classroom management skill is reflected in her success with the 
most challenging students.  Maria is respected by ALL and her opinions are held highly.  Her dedication to the students and community of Dominguez 
Elementary School make her our Hero in Education. 

DREW MS
CHANAIWA, BARBARA J, Principal
Bruce Ezell, Hero
Bruce Ezell is an outstanding teacher.  He has taught Special Education for seven years.  During this time, he has had exceptional success with his 
students.  Over the last few years, he developed and taught a filmmaking enrichment class at Drew.  His students have created award-winning films.  The 
Arts Education Branch recognized his talent and creativity when they selected him to teach video production classes.  Thanks to Mr. Ezell, Drew will be 
the demonstration site for video production in Local District 7.  Mr. Ezell was reluctant to leave Special Education.  However, these classes will expand 
the electives for all students at Drew including students in Special Education. 

EAGLE TREE CONTN HS
AYALA MAGGIORE, JACKIE R, Principal
Chris Brockel, Hero
Mr. Brockel has been a teacher at Eagle Tree for 10 years.  He is our Testing Coordinator and Administrator Designee.  He is well liked by the students and 
staff.  He is actively involved in the instructional program as well as providing after school classes in Physical Education and Horticulture.  He is always 
available to assist students and staff for the betterment of the school. 

EDISON MS
KAIWI, COLEEN P, Principal
Manuela Celis, Hero
Manuela Celis has volunteered countless hours of service this year and last year on the CEAC, ELAC and SSC committees.  She has contributed greatly to 
our new "Single Plan for Student Achievement."  She is a positive and energetic resource for our school and community. 
EMP PREP CTR-WATERS

ESHELMAN EL
MLADINICH, MILICA G, Principal
Maria Smith, Hero
Our Hero in Education is Maria Smith, fifth grade teacher at Eshelman Avenue Elementary School.  Maria Smith embodies everything that is good in public 
education.  She is a product of the Los Angeles Unified School District herself.  Mrs. Smith rose from the ranks of a teacher assistant to a teacher.  She has 
served our school for over eight years and is a staunch advocate of incorporating personal life lessons to establish a deep rapport with each and every 
student that she comes upon.  Maria goes beyond duty to establish personal relationships with her students, encourages colleagues to excel, counsels 
students and makes home visits to provide extra support. 

FIGUEROA EL
TITUS, JANELLE G, Principal
Pablo Osorio, Hero
Pablo Osorio is a multi-talented educator.  He has demonstrated a focus and energetic commitment to the advancement of our students and the school 
community.  We are pleased to have the opportunity to recognize his dedication to Figueroa Street School. 

FLEMING MS
HACKETT, JANICE Y, Principal
Regat Yehdego, Hero
Regat Yehdego is Fleming Middle School's selected teacher for the Heroes in Education award.  She has taught at Fleming Middle School for the past five 
years and has been instrumental in improving our school program.  Regat supports our school's technology program and oversees students' design and 
production of our website.  Regat volunteers her holiday time annually during President's Day to take students to Raytheon's "Math Moves You" day.  
Students from different school districts participate in the event to learn how math is important and how it is applied at Raytheon.  Regat is also actively 
involved in improving our math program by taking a leadership role in helping students learn math through technology and joining Fleming's curricu
lum council. 

FLORENCE EL
GUTIERREZ, FRANCES D, Principal
Stephanie Flaxbeard, Hero
As the math coach at Florence Avenue Elementary School, Ms. Stephanie Flaxbeard has been instrumental in the development of our professional learning 
communities.  Her leadership is evident by her ability to bring teachers together to form collaborative teams whose members work to achieve common 
goals.  Her expertise in math has greatly improved teacher performance and student achievement.  Ms. Flaxbeard has served on many of our decision making 
councils.  She always contributes from a perspective of thoughtfulness and balance.  Her involvement in the school goes beyond her job description. 

FRIES EL
CANTU, BLANCA S, Principal
Sherry Pulley, Hero
Sherry has been a dedicated teacher at Fries Avenue and in the community of Wilmington for the past 32 years.  She has inspired her students to be their 
very best, and it shows both in and out of the classroom.  Her character is a valuable asset to the staff of Fries. 

GARDENA EL
MC CARTNEY, CHRISTY S, Principal
Joyce Motoyasu, Hero
Over the past 35 years of service, Mrs. Motoyasu has gone beyond the call of duty.  Daily she enriches the lives of her students and creates an on-going 
bond between the school and community.  Mrs. Motoyasu brings out the best in all her students and that makes her a "Hero in Education." 

GARDENA SH
KENNEDY, KEVIN, Principal
Janice Martin, Hero
Ms. Martin is an innovative and dedicated math teacher at Gardena High School.  She was chosen ot receive the Heroes in Education award because of her 
outstanding and effective use of technology in the classroom and commitment to student achievement.  She is constantly learning new ways to engage 
students in math via the use of tehcnology and projects.  Her passion is engaging students in mathematics.  She also makes herself available to students 
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both before and after school.  For the past two years she has served as a Learning Team facilitator, thus demonstrating her outstanding abilities to 
increase her own pedagogical skills as well as her colleagues.  She also works with colleagues to increase their use of technology in the classroom.  She 
is truly an outstanding example of an educator who works relentlessly to bring the best possible instruction to her students and her department. 

GARDENA-CARSON ADLT
BRASHEAR, DONNA, Principal
Elizabeth Poole, Hero
For more than 15 years, Liz Poole has been a "hero" to the community of Gardena-Carson Community Adult School, where she is both a teacher and 
program adviser for the Programs for Older Adults and Adults with Disabilities.  In the classroom (and gym) Liz applies her degree in Recreational Therapy 
in classes that emphasize the importance of maintaining physical and cognitive fitness for life.  As an adviser, Liz has expanded horizons for all students, 
by increasing course offerings and establishing more community based class sites.  Her tireless advocacy helps to ensure that future generations within 
this community will receive education that enhances their quality of life. 

GRAHAM EL
HARRIS, MARY C, Principal
Mary Pandey, Hero
Mrs. Mary Pandey is a dedicated educator.  She currently works with pre-school age children in our SRLDP program.  She consistently sets high goals for 
herself and her students.  She provides numerous opportunities for student success.  The students who transition from her program are proof of her 
high standards. 

GRAPE EL
TURNER, JERA O, Principal
Douglas Zamora, Hero
There are two qualities that qualify Douglas as a hero in education.  He is a responsible and dedicated individual.  Throughout the school year, Douglas 
demonstrated on many occasions to be a responsible coworker.  He not only comes to work every day and on time, but also volunteers 40 minutes, every 
morning before signing in, to help set up equipment and supervise students on the yard.  In addition, he goes out of his way to communicate to parents on 
the progress of their children, regularly.  Douglas is very dedicated to his job.  Even though he is currently working in a special education classroom 
with students having severe behaviors, he is able to work well with the classroom teacher to enforce a positive support program.  He works in small group 
settings during 90% of the day instructing students in math, reading and writing.  I am proud to recommend Douglas Zamora for the Hero in Education 
award. 

GRIFFITH JOYNER EL
SAYERS, JOHN P, Principal
Rita Ramos, Hero
Ms. Ramos is an exceptional individual that has a distinguished work ethic here at Florence Griffith Joyner.  Throughout the years, Ms. Ramos has guided, 
helped and taught a significant amount of students how to read, write and understand concepts appropriate to their grade level.  Her main focus has 
always been to prepare our children to be successful in the future.  She goes beyond expectation, even her own.  Ms. Ramos is an outstanding educator that 
is a hero for our students at Florence Griffith Joyner Elementary School. 

GULF EL
ARMENTA, NORA M, Principal
Gloria Marquez, Hero
Ms. Gloria Marquez has been employed as a paraprofessional at Gulf Avenue Elementary School since July of 1992.  She has always demonstrated great 
dedication and effort in all the tasks she has been asked to perform.  Her attention to detail and accuracy ensures excellence in quality performance.  She 
doesn't stop until the job gets done.  Gloria is always willing to help anyone that needs her assistance even if it means on her own time.  She is a beloved 
and valued member of our staff and we are proud to have her in our school.  Ms. Marquez is a genuine heroine at Gulf Avenue School! 

HALLDALE EL
SAKURAI, LINDA M, Principal
Elaine Moulton, Hero
Elaine Moulton is a committed, caring and inspiring teachers at Halldale Avenue Elementary School.  She piloted the SRLDP program here 14 years ago and 
has been teaching it ever since.  Her job at Halldale is one of the most important jobs at our school because she teaches the parents that their involvement 
in their child's education is one of the biggest keys to success in school.  She introduces the children to the many social aspects of the school and 
fosters a love of school and prepares the students academically to begin their education in kinderfarten.  Our Halldale families enjoy her dedication to 
the SRLDP program as she sparks the joy of education in thirty new students each year.  We are privileged to have the opportunity to work with and 
honor Elaine Moulton for her committment to Halldale and the Los Angeles Unified School District since 1970. 

HARBOR CAS
Jayme Wilson, Hero
Low key, unassuming, never expecting anything in return our hero is a true supporter of public education at all levels.  Whether it be conducting 
fundraisers for educational foundations providing scholarships, honoring teachers with harbor cruises or covering the payroll for a start-up charter 
school until the state fund arrives he has been there to help in every way he can.  We are proud to introduce our "Superhero" Mr. Jayme Wilson. 

HARBOR CITY EL
LONG, AKIDA LESLI K, Principal
Katie Yacono, Hero
Ms. Yacono is a committed, dedicated, hardworking and selfless individual.  She always has the best intention for all stakeholders. 

HARBOR OCC CNTR
MADRID, ANNA E, Principal
Imelda Macias, Hero
In today's world, when our youth's educational success' are under constant turmoil, Ms. Macias's Young Adult Program at Harbor Occupational Center 
continues to develop and grow by as much as 49% since 2002.  Ms. Macias works with the youth, who have had difficulty with the traditional educational 
track, and helps those wanting to succeed to achieve goals that were, at one time in their lives seemingly unattainable.  She is, one student at a time, 
assisting our future adults become successful citizens.  For this reason, she is a "Hero in Education." 
 
HARBOR TCHR PREP ACD
ADAMS, MATTIE R, Principal
Marilyn Combs, Hero
Marilyn works tirelessly by volunteering in the office everyday.  She serves as the PTSA president, chaperone on field trips, makes copies for teachers, 
telephone calls when necessary and even drives students to school.  Mrs. Combs takes the initiative to problem solve and is always willing to go the extra 
mile.  Her assistance is crucial to the operation of the school. 

Biographies



Heroes In Education

HARMONY EL
CORDOVA, ROBERT, Principal
Orinio Opinaldo, Hero
Harmony Elementary nominates Orinio Opinaldo for the Heroes in Education Award.  Mr. Opinaldo has dedicated forty years of his life to the students of 
our community.  He is an active member of St. Agnes Church and has worked as a teacher at Forty-Ninth Street School.  After a brief retirement, Mr. 
Opinaldo has served as a mentor, an organizer, and an inspiration to our school community.  Mr. Opinaldo's passion continues to be working with 
students, parents and teachers to provide the most rigorous, culturally relevant education possible. 

HAWAIIAN EL
FRIEDMAN, MONICA L, Principal
Stephanie Slater, Hero
Mrs. Slater has been our literacy coach for eight years and her love for Hawaiian Avenue School is evident and obvious.  She always goes above and beyond 
her duties and has been at the forefront of our increased scores.  She not only puts in very long hours during the week but also on the weekends.  She is 
giving of herself, her expertise, her time and her energy-all so that Hawaiian students may achieve and flourish.

HOOPER EL
ESPINOZA, EUFROSINO, Principal
Gloria Carrasco, Hero
Ms. Carrasco's commitment, enthusiasm, unfaltering support of students and professionalism certainly make a dynamic difference in the lives of students 
and parents.  We are fortunate to have someone as talented as you working at Hooper Avenue Elementary School as a first grade teacher.  You are an active 
staff member with a great attitude!  You are a respected member of the school community.  We are proud and privileged to have the opportunity to work 
with you this academic school year.  We wish you much success in the future.  On behalf of our students and parents we like to express heartfelt thanks 
for all your contributions and accomplishments. 

HOOPER PC
SHAW, MICHAEL J, Principal
Joan Sanderson, Hero
Joan Sanderson is a super-hardworking teacher who dedicated her life to teaching young children.  She will go to any length to make sure that her 
students learn.  For this we believe she deserves to be recognized. 

ISLAND EL
HINOJOSA, IRENE L, Principal
Robin Finn, Hero
Ms. Robin Finn was selected as our Hero in Education for her commitment to improve student achievement through reading.  Ms. Robin Finn, our school 
librarian is a true educator.  She is passionate about reading and committed to instilling this love to our students.  There is no other person in our 
school besides Robin, who not only knows every student by name, she also knows the reading level of every student in the school.  She devotes her lunch 
hour in the library to provide students additional time to read.  She has organized book fairs, guest events with authors and our weekly school wide 
Island Elementary School Accelerator Reading Program's student recognition awards.  Robin Finn is one very special person to Island Elementary School.  
She is known around campus as the "La Mujer De Libros" translated "The Lady of Books." 
 
JEFFERSON CAS
WONG, FRANCE, Principal
Audrey Rushton, Hero
Audrey Rushton has dedicated a lifetime to the field of education in various capacities (teacher, administrator and spiritual leader) performing her 
duties here at home and around the world.  She has volunteered her time and talent tutoring our at risk high school students.  She spends 4 hours each 
day, Mondays through Thursdays.  She has not only shared her academic expertise, but she has inspired and helped students succeed in countless ways.  She 
assisted one student to access much needed dental work through the USC Dental School.  Through donations received, she provides scholarships to 
many students to help them pay for GED fees.  She continues to win over the most resistant students with her kindness, compassion and encouraging 
words.  Audrey is a remarkable woman who is treasured by students and staff.  We are tremendously blessed to have her as part of our team as an invaluable 
volunteer. 

JEFFERSON SH
FLECHA, JUAN A, Principal
Luis G. Garcia, Hero
Luis G. Garcia is a proud Thomas Jefferson High School alumnus from the class of 1996.  He joined the faculty in 2005.  Mr. Garcia is a renowned artist and a 
most gifted art teacher.  His greatest contribution is encouraging students to enter art contests.  His students have earned city wide recognition from 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa himself, and the accolades continue for their award-winning work.  In addition, Mr. Garcia has taken an active leadership 
role in the Global Outlook through Academic Leadership Smaller Learning Community.  Mr. Garcia is the embodiment of Demo Pride! 

JORDAN SH
STRACHAN, STEPHEN G, Principal
Lois Mosely, Hero
Ms. Mosely has been an asset to Jordan High School for the last 10 years.  Her dedication and commitment has made our campus clean and safe for all 
students and staff.  Ms. Mosely can also be seen encouraging and supporting all students in their academic achievement.  Jordan declares Ms. Lois Mosely as 
a Hero in Education! 

KING-DREW MED MAG
RAINEY WOODS, JUANITA M, Principal
Ernest Ramsey, Hero
It is with great pleasure that I nominate Mr. Earnest Ramsey for the Heroes in Education award.  He has been an educator for over 20 years.  As the Principal 
of King/Drew Magnet High School of Medicine and Science, I sincerely feel that he is deserving on the nomination, as he exemplifies the characteristics of 
a true educator and is an avid supporter of academia.  Mr. Ramsey stands out as a leader; he is a competent, compassionate and accomplished teacher, who 
has been a tremendous assest to me and the adminstrative staff.  Evidence by the rapport he has with his current and former students.  He is often sought 
out by those who have graduated and returned from college to share their university experiences.  Mr. Ramsey's overall teaching style includes expecta-
tions of mutual respect, enhanced by esteem building tutelage.  Mr. Ramsey is professional, dedicated and willing to get the job done.  His manner and 
dedication has made a positive impact since the minute he arrived at King/Drew.  Mr. Ramsey is greatly committed to his profession and I enthusiastically 
recommend him for nomination without reservation. 

LEAPWOOD EL
HUDLEY, CAMELLIA D, Principal
Ursula Martin, Hero
Ursula Martin is a dedicated, hardworking teacher with fantastic energy.  Everyday she brings this energy to the classroom and meetings.  Her students 
really enjoy her classroom and she makes learning fun and exciting.  The creativity she brings provides a learning dynamic that the 3rd graders really 
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need.  When you walk into her classroom her students are well behaved.  She uses a tone that students can relate to and one that they respect.  In 
addition to her classroom activities, she serves the entire student body at Leapwood Elementary as the Title I Coordinator.  Even though she has a dual 
role, she balances these activities and her students' learning in not compromised.  Ursula Martin's contributions to Leapwood have greatly enhanced the 
progress the school has made over the past few years.  We appreciate all her hard work and it is an honor to nominate her for all she does! 

LELAND EL
MASERO, SUSAN E, Principal
Irene Garcia, Hero
Mrs. Garcia is our community representative.  She runs our parent center and is also our PTA president.  Mrs. Garcia has worked tirelessly, far beyond her 
her assigned hours, to help our students by helping the parents with parent education and social activities to help them feel welcome at school.  She is 
our hero. 

LIZARRAGA EL
MOSCOSCO, VERONICA, Principal
Patricia Morales, Hero
Ms. Morales is an enthusiastic 5th grade teacher who is a Hero at Lizzaraga.  She goes above and beyond every single day in order for students to reach 
their highest potential.  She also assists on several school committee's and works countless hours just to get the job done.  She is one of the most caring 
teachers at our school.  She is a great role model for the students at Lizzaraga Elementary School. 

LOCKE EEC
Desilisa Mitchell, Hero
I am very happy to name Mrs. Desilisa Mitchell as a Hero in Education for Locke Early Education Center.  She is an exceptional leader and the contact 
teacher who assumes the responsibilities fo rthe Locke EEC in my absences.  Mrs. Mitchell has proven to be supportive, fair and prudent in judgement.  She is 
certainly our Hero in Education. 
 
LOCKE SH
KIEL, TRAVIS, Principal
Doris Davenport, Hero
Ms. Davenport is a hero because she has dedicated her life to educating the children of Los Angeles.  She became and educator over 30 years ago.  Ms. 
Davenport never backed down from a challenge and in fact welcomes them.  She is a hero at Locke High School, because she always gives her best. 

LOMITA MATH/SCI MAG
COUNTY, BARBARA A, Principal
Miho Kriyama, Hero
Miho Kiriyama has worked diligently with Lomita Magnet's PTA for many years.  She has organized many PTA-sponsored events that unites students, parents, 
teachers and community stakeholders.  Miho lives her life by following the proverb: "It takes a village to raise a child." 

LOS ANGELES ACAD MS
BORGES, MARIA A, Principal
Ha Nguyen, Hero
Ha Nguyen is an outstanding Science teacher.  She has spent countless hours fundraising and coordinating for a trip to Catalina.  Her hard work paved 
the way for 40 students to embark on an experience they will always treasure. 

MAIN ST EL
GARCIA, EVA N, Principal
Gwendolyn Heads-Williams, Hero
Mrs. Gwendolyn Head-Williams is an exceptional candidate to receive the Heroes in Education Award.  She has actively participated in a diverse assortment 
of school activities ranging from putting up school bulletin boards to putting together a school fashion show.  She has helped to build our Profes-
sional Learning Community by devoting countless hours of her time and personal resources.  She has used her influence to obtain valuable resources 
needed.  She initiated, planned and brought to fruition our school's first Community Health & Fitness Expo.  This included various community organiza-
tions coming together to provide free information, health screenings and fitness products for our community.  For this and much more Mrs. Gwendolyn 
Head-Williams is Main Street's Heroe in Education. 

MARKHAM MS
STROUD, VERNA B, Principal
Diane Ortega, Hero
Mrs. Ortega has given her time above and beyond the call of duty.  She demonstrates a strong commitment to excellence.  Anytime she is asked to do 
something, her answer is always yes.  She is the greatest! 

MC KINLEY EL
WILLIAMS, GWENDOLYN, Principal
Geraldine Alexander, Hero
We are proud and honored to recommend Mrs. Geraldine Alexander to be recognized as a 2008 Hero In Education and thank her for all she does, and 
continues to do for the community and us.  Unselfish, committed, efficient, cooperative, task-oriented and dependable are just some of the qualities which 
describe Mrs. Alexander.  She has worked at McKinley Elementary School for the past 32 years as an educational aide.  She is 63 years young and displays 
youthful energy and speed in everything she does.  She demonstrates leadership skills, is hard working, has a positive attitude and is dedicated to our 
students and our community. 

MEYLER EL
WLOCH, NANCY J, Principal
Berthline Young, Hero
The Meyler Street Staff unanimously endorses our Plant Manager, Mr. Berthline "Bert" Young as our Hero in Education.  Mr. Young arrives at school 
shortly after 6 am, daily, dressed in his neatly pressed uniform, and starts cleaning, organizing, and ensuring that our school is a healthy, safe place to 
learn and work.  He is "perpetual motion."  Leaves, debris and dirt are his enemies!  He is a great role model to students and adults.  With his quiet manner 
and his strong work ethic, he sets the perfect example for all of us to follow.  Mr. Young often comes in on the weekends.  He has great attendace in his 
seven years on campus.  He treats everyone with respect.  It is rare that 100% of staff members would ever come to the same conclusion on any issue.  
However, we rarely get to meet someone like Bert Young, our Hero. 
 
MIRAMONTE EL
LOPEZ, RICHARD, Principal
Annette Stamply, Hero
It is an honor to give Annette Stamply our very highest recognition for Heroes in Education.  Our school nominates and elects her as our Hero due to 
her excellent service as a Building and Grounds worker.  Ms. Stamply keeps our school clean and in excellent working conditions.  We also recognize her 
perfect attendance for 14 years.  On behalf of everyone at Miramonte Elementary School, thank you Annette Stamply. 
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MONETA HS
MORREALE, ANTONIO, Principal
Daevon Taylor, Hero
Daevon Taylor's high school career has been a transient one.  He has moved a total of seven times in four years.  His classes have been restarted numerous 
times due to the transient nature of his schooling.  He has returned to Moneta High School twice.  Despite these challenges and lack of stability, Daevon 
completed his high school requirements in a timely manner.  He is an example of perserverance and determination in overcoming adversity. 

NARBONNE SH
KAY, LINDA M, Principal
Richard Cody, Hero
Mr. Richard Cody has been meeting the needs of students, parents and school staff members for 42 years.  At 74 years of age, he continues to provide love 
guidance, and support to "at risk" students here at Narbonne High School.  He is a humble man and makes every attempt to help those in need because he 
truly wants to make a positive difference in the lives of others.  If he knew he was nominated for this award, he would object.  Mr. Cody is as capable with 
the school computer system and master schedule as he si with helping others.  He is a very intelligent man.  Mr. Cody is a guardian angel to those who are 
fortunate enough to have crossed his path.  In addition to teaching, counseling, and mentoring teachers and counselors, Mr. Cody has six children.  He 
and his wife adopted four of them yet he considers them all his own.  His wife passed away seven years ago, yet he continues to be involved in the lives of 
all of his children and sixteen grandchildren. 

NEW TECH SH @ JORDAN
Heather Armas, Hero
Ms. Armas has been the consistent support person for New Tech during the past two years.  She is a hard and enthusiastic worker.  She always has the 
students' interest at heart. 

NEW TECH SH @JEFF SH
Darryl Collins, Hero
Mr. Darryl Collins serves as the Lead teacher of our school.  He has been the point person in helping our staff replicate the Project Based curriculum here 
at New Tech High School.  Mr. Collins has done such a wonderful job of developing Project Based Learning.  Due to his practices our school wide test 
scores have soared. 
 
NORMONT EL
JOSEPH, TRACY L, Principal
Shirley Gardner, Hero
Shirley Gardner is a shining star at Normont Elementary School.  She greets each student with a radiant smile and words of encouragement.  Shirley is a 
leader, mentor and a hero at Normont School. 
 
PARK WESTERN EL
CASSIDY, CHRISTINE, Principal
Don Scott, Hero
In roughly 35 years with LAUSD, Don Scott worked as a teacher, assistant principal and finally principal.  One of his favorite parts of the job was teaching 
folk and square dancing to the students.  When a visitor would come to the school, looking for the principal, it was common to find him in the 
auditorium, teaching dance.  Some things never change!  Now, in his retirement, he volunteers every Monday at Park Western Elementary School.  For ten 
years and counting, he has provided the staff with music, lessons and his expertise.  The staff believes that the practice of dance patterns and the listen-
ing it requires contribute to their students successes.  Plus, it's a fun way to spend a sleepy Monday morning.  The culmination of this work each year is a 
dance festival that gives each grade level a chance to show off their dancing talents.  Mrs. Scott demonstrates how important a volunteer can be in the 
life of a school.  His patience, knowledge and considerable efforts make a difference in the lives of the children at Park Western. 

PARMELEE EL
KAMON, BARBARA J, Principal
Sandra Pattison, Hero
Ms. Pattison has dedicated over 23 years to working with Special Education students at Parmelee.  She has been relentless in working to provide rigor and 
nurturing all students and families she works with on campus.  Her efforts are well known, and many parents of our special needs students request and 
look forward to having their children in her class.  Her dedication to students and education go far beyond the call of duty.  Ms. Pattison is retiring 
this year and already has plans to begin volunteer work here at Parmelee starting July, 2008. 

PATTON HS
HANSON, DENNIS J, Principal
Kristine Evans, Hero
As a counselor to Patton High School and three other options schools for Local District 8, Mrs. Evans, on a daily basis, demonstrates be her experience, 
knowledge, and commitment to our students, a quality of professionalism that is above and beyond the call of duty.  In addition, Mrs. Evans' compassion 
toward our students has allowed her to apply her skills in counseling to the greatest benefit of her couselees.  Mrs. Evans, by her example, continues to be 
an inspiration and is a true Hero in Education. 

PEARY MS
GARRETT, L G, Principal
Officer Luis Villanueva, Hero
We recommend Officer Villanueva for the prestigious "Heroes in Education" honor because he has proven to be a "caring and committed officer" of the 
Gardena Police Department.  He is commended for the support and service he offers the residents of Gardena and our school, while being noted as an 
advocate for our children.  Officer Villanueva is truly looked upon as a viable member of our Peary team and a "caring" adult on our campus who has 
vowed to protect and serve the residents of Gardena.  And for this we honor and recognize him for his outstanding efforts to protect and serve the city 
of Gardena with particular reference to the students adn staff of Peary Middle School. 

POINT FERMIN EL
TAFT, BONNIE K, Principal
Amy Williams, Hero
It was not hard to pick a hero for Point Fermin.  Amy Williams is our PTO president and volunteer extraordinaire.   She has organized our fundraisers, 
assisted teachers, office staff, and "Art to Grow On."  She not only works hard, but does it all with a cheerful smile and friendly greeting.  Ms. Williams 
truly brings a ray of sunshine to our school, and touches the lives of all she meets.  We love our Amy! 
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PRESIDENT EL
ANNOR, EMMANUEL A, Principal
Takisha Bell, Hero
Not only does Takisha keep our school campus clean and beautiful inside and out, she also helps our students at President Avenue Elementary.  She talks to 
them and encourages them to get good grades, study hard and become good citizens.  She works above and beyond the call of her duties and the quality 
of her work is excellent. Above all, she has a very strong work ethic, and we as a school community are proud to nominate her as our Heroine in Educa-
tion. 

PURCHE EL
JACKSON, THADDUS L, Principal
Jacqueline Whitaker, Hero
Ms. Whitaker has been a most relieable and supportive volunteer for the past three years.  She is an active Purchee volunteer, working with students 
during lunch recess.  She has created a wonderful haven where these students get extra help for academics along with large doses of behavior guidance 
and encouragement.  Ms. Whitaker is in constant dialogue with teachers and administrators in order to find out the unique needs of the students who 
come to her for both academic and behavioral support.  Her dedication to the future success of Purche's students is obvious and we are honored to 
designate her as a Hero in Education. 

RITTER EL
MC KIE, CAROLIN L, Principal
Elva Witrago, Hero
Our valued Hero in Education at John Ritter Elementary School is Ms. Elva Witrago.  Ms. Witrago began volunteering in 2003.  She has assisted in many 
classes and many school wide activities, clocking over 3500 hours of volunteer service.  Ms. Witrago's children, Brian, Jerry and Karen along with her 
other Ritter students have a wonderful role model.  Ms. Witrago is a shy hero but we can always depend upon her.  She is a valuable asset and her service is 
appreciated and PRICELESS. 

RUSSELL EL
VEGA, ADALBERTO R, Principal
Nancy McHenry, Hero
Nancy McHenry has dedicatedly workerd at Russell Elementary for 38 years.  She has been nominated 7 times for "Who's Who Among America's Elementary 
School Teachers."  She has been a mentor teacher and is currently a gifted magnet teacher.  Ms. McHenry is loved and respected by all students, staff and 
parents.  As the sole member of the social committee, she has been the driving force in making Russell a better place to learn and work.  She can always be 
found with a kind word or gentle reassurance for all.  Without the enthusiasm and energy she brings, Russell would not be the same.  We thank Nancy 
McHenry for all of the lives she has touched. 

S SHORES PER ARTS MG
SUZUKI, PAUL E, Principal
Hannah Finnley, Hero
Hannah Finnley is a 3rd grade teacher at our school.  She is also an active participant in our schools leadership.  Mrs. Finnley volunteers her time to offer 
her students after school tutoring.  She serves as the Title I coordinator and heads the after school intervention program and demonstrates a passion 
for education. 

SAN PEDRO SH
DI PIETRO, ROBERT B, Principal
Kathy Carcamo, Hero
Kathy Carcamo: Teacher at San Pedro High School in Education.  She exhibits an outstanding commitment to the community and students of San Pedro 
High School.  She tirelessly organizes senior activities, prom, winter formal dance, homecoming, staff appreciation and the senior citizen's prom.  Ms. 
Carcamo instills civic pride and responsibility in leadership students as well as promotes Croatian culture with her student club. 

SELLERY SP ED CTR
BOWMAN, PATRICIA A, Principal
Rudolph Oliver, Hero
Our plant manager truly cares about the cleanliness and safety of our school for all our students with disabilities.  He connects with all of the 
students and staff members.  Rudy goes over and beyond the call of duty even at times without compensation. 
 
TAPER EL
STEINBACH, DOREEN J, Principal
Kahryn Rand, Hero
Ms. Rand has done a wonderful job meeting the needs of students who need extra assistance.  She has been a major asset to the Taper staff.  Ms. Rand goes 
above and beyond in her role as the Resource Specialist.  Taper is proud to name her as our Hero in Education! 

TOWNE EL
HIRATA, MARK T, Principal
Betty Merrill, Hero
Betty Merrill exhibits pride in and assumes all professional responsibilities as Plant Manager for the cleanliness and maintenance of the school facility.  
She assumes and demonstrates leadership to ensure the health, safety and welfare of all students and staff.  She interacts with students to develop mutual 
respect, pupil self-discipline and character building.  Betty Merrill is a no-nonsense individual, dedicated, and a valued member of the school establish-
ment. 

VAN DEENE EL
HODNETT, ELLEN W, Principal
Nicholas Pavlov, Hero
Nicholas Pavlov is a true hero at Van Deene Elementary School.  He currently teaches children in the Specific Learning Disabilities Special Day Class 
program.  His passion for teaching and for helping children with disabilities is evident in his instruction and is his relationships with his students and 
other teachers.  Additionally, Mr. Pavlov has taken on many other roles at Van Deene.  Mr. Pavlov's expertise in technology and willingness to work beyond 
his classroom has helped Van Deene move into the 21st century.  He has taken the lead in creating a magnificent computer lab with educational software 
geared to assisting all students with the language and math standards.  He truly works above and beyond, connecting us with business partners, getting 
computers donated to our school, training our teachers to use the programs, and helping out with any questions and concerns that the staff may have.  
Many teachers feel Mr. Pavlov has helped them overcome their fear of modern technology and because of his training and support, they feel comfortable 
and are enthusiastic about using the computers with their classes.  He comes early, stays late, and has even worked on the weekend to ensure that our 
technology program is moving forward.  We honor and thank Mr. Pavlov for beign a true hero. 
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WADSWORTH EL
ABNER, LORRAINE G, Principal
Cristina Castillo, Hero
Mrs. Cristina Castillo is one of several unsung heroes at Wadsworth Avenue Elementary School.  She has worked at Wadsworth since 1987.  Even though 
her positions as a Campus Aide and/or School Supervision Aide have ranged from 45 minutes to 3 hours long, she comes to the school and volunteers 
faithfully from 7 a.m. until dismissal at the front gate.  Mrs. Castillo is like a mother to many at the school and a grandmother to the students.  She is 
pillar of strength and love.  The entire school community recognizes her as an integral part of the school.  Children parents and staff love and 
appreciate Mrs. Cristina Castillo. 

WASHINGTON EEC
Alessandra Comodo, Hero
Mrs. Comodo was elected the 2007-2008 Parent Board President by her fellow parents as a result of her dedication to Ruth Washington Early Education 
Center.  Her perserverance in encouraging parents to actively involve themselves in their childrens early childhood education developement is amazing.  
She does this by constantly reminding parents about center events, participation opportunities on committees and simply advocating for young children.  
Mrs. Comodo is a role model for the students at Ruth Washington Early Education Center. 

WATERS EMP PREP-AEWC
Norma Roberts, Hero
Norma Roberts has been an outstanding Vocational Nursing instructor with the Division of Adult and Career Education for the past 11 years.  She works 
tirelessly with her students offering tremendous care, encouragement and support.  She is well known for upholding the high standards of our 
division's nursing program as evidenced by her students' consistent 100% pass rates on the state board exam.  Each year her former students return to 
offer support to the current class.  This giving back is one of Ms. Roberts' ongoing messages to her students and is only one of many qualities which make 
her a Hero in Education. 

WATTS LC CHARTER SCH
Katherine Nelson, Principal
Jessica Boro, Hero
Jessica Boro was selected by the Watts Learning Center stakeholders as our Hero in Education.  Mrs. Boro is a phenomenal educator with a passion for 
developing the whole child; thus, empowering her students to become scholars that are competitively prepared for college in the 21st century.  As a 
Nationally Board Certified teacher, she exemplifies excellence in all that she does, by both providing an amazing instructional program for her students, 
as well as serving as a mentor to her colleagues.  Mrs. Boro cares deeply about creating change for the students in our community.  She is truly an 
incredible asset to the Watts Learning Center. 

WEIGAND EL
PASILLAS, FRANCES, Principal
Officer Salazar, Hero
Officer Salazar is nominated as a Hero in Education because of his commitment to the students of the community.  He has been working with one of our 
students who has recently showed negative behavior.  Officer Salazar has counseled him repeatedly and even though Weigand is not his area, he responds 
to calls and drops by to see the student at least once a week.  The student has shown growth and is becoming more responsible for his actions.  It takes a 
village to raise a child and despite our implementation of a schoolwide discipline plan, the help of an authority figure such as Officer Salazar has made a 
difference in the life of this child. 

WEST VERNON EL
JUST, MARGARET K, Principal
Sharon Hall-Johnson, Hero
Sharon goes above and beyond what is exepected in EVERYTHING she does.  As a classroom teacher and in her present position, as a coordinator, she sees a 
need for something to be done, and it is done!  Sharon is an extremely conscientious, hard-working, caring, energetic, well-organized team player that 
demonstrates daily how much she cares about students and their learning.  We are proud to have her as our Hero in Education! 

WHITE MS
NOBLE, JAMES P, Principal
Keith Dowling, Hero
Mr. Keith Dowling, an accomplished English Teacher, created the Global Warming Awarness and Action Club (GWAAC).  Pronounced "G-Wake", this organi-
zation has developed a school wide awareness and concern aroud environmental issues.  This in turn led to the most successful Earth Day Awarness 
activities culminating with the screening of former Vice President Al Gore's documentary, An Inconvenient Truth: A Global Warning.  Students and staff 
members have demonstrated a heightenend awarness around the need to reduce, reuse and recycle.  Mr. Dowling has assumed this role in addition to 
performing all the duties associated with full time teaching.  Mr. Keith Dowling realizes the role of teacher is composed of more than just command of 
content and the perfected practice of pedagogical skills.  He demonstrates that the most important things a teacher imparts to students are a passion for 
individual exploration of knowledge and the desire to participate in the democratic process.  For these reasons, Mr. Keith Dowling is truly a Hero in 
Education. 

WHITE POINT EL
O BRIEN, LISA M, Principal
Palma Mejia, Hero
Palma Mejia has served the students of White Point for the past 6 years as our Art To Grow On Chairperson.  Palma is the mother of four beautiful daugh-
ters, Tatiana, age 13, Isabella, age 9, Angelina, age 7 and Maya, age 2.  She has made instruction in the Arts a vital part in the lives of students.  She recruits 
docents and volunteers to ensure EVERY student receives instruction in the Arts.  She is responsible for ordering materials, planning schedules and 
finding the kiln key when missing.  She also orchestrates our end of the year show.  She spends countless hours planning, preparing and hanging student 
art.  She makes all students feel successful and valuable.  It is Palma's dedication and committment to children which makes her a hero in the eyes of the 
White Point students, staff and parents. 

WILLENBERG SP ED CTR
MURPHY, DANIEL T, Principal
Alicia Sparks, Hero
Ms. Alicia Sparks is the mother of Daniel, a secondary student at Willenberg.  Last year she accepted a part time position in our office.  Not only was she an 
exceptional addition to our office team, but she has interviewed and we have hired her to be a special education assistant.  Teachers are already scram-
bling to have her in their classroom.  She has that "something special" that makes her a Willenberg Dolphin. 
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WILMINGTON MS
ARAGON, VERONICA D, Principal
Elaine Johnson, Hero
Wilmington Middle School's honoree, Elaine Johnson, is very active in HOPE World Wide, a community-based organization who chose to adopt Wilming-
ton Middle School as well as the city of Wilmington last summer.  With the assistance of school staff, Elaine "brainstormed" ways in which her organiza-
tion could be of assistance.  Elaine developed ABC (A Better Chance) Tutoring.  She then organized a group of 10-20 volunteers who come to school 
Tuesdays and Thursdays to work, individually, with students who need extra help in reading.  When classes began for Saturday School, an additional 20 
volunteers came to help students with their reading.  Elaine has also been instrumental in working with HOPE World Wide on Thanksgiving baskets and 
toys for needy children at Christmas time, as well as the Day of Hope, when volunteers and students worked side-by-side to plant trees in the community 
and to restore a Teen Community Center.  Elaine is an awesome addition to our school staff. 

WILMINGTON PARK EL
BINA, DEBRA J, Principal
Guadalupe Vasquez, Hero
Guadalupe Vasquez worked as a Teacher Assistant for 3 hours per day for 10 years.  Although she was paid for the 3 hours, she worked additional time in 
the morning and after school as a volunteer.  Now that she is "retired", we see her even more than before.  She has the ability to work with all students 
and adults in a patient manner and motivate students to achieve their best.  She comes to work with a constant smile and is one of those nameless faces in 
the background at Wilmington Park who continues so much of the success of our students at our school.  It is with great pleasure that we, the staff at 
Wilmington Park, honor Ms. Guadalupe Vasquez as one of the heroes at Wilmington Park Elementary School. 

WISDOM ACAD FOR YS
Bettye Collins, Hero
Ms. Bettye "Queen" Collins is the President of the Wisdom Academy for Young Scientists Parent Council Board.  She always answers with a "yes" to our every 
need and contributes many hours of service to ensure student achievement is at its highest for our students.
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Heroes In Education
Special Thanks

LAUSD Board Member Dr. Richard Vladovic would like to thank:

Superintendent Brewer  for Keynote Speaking Tonight

Local District Superintendent District 5 Carmen Schroeder

Local District Superintendent District 6 Martin Galindo

Interim-Local District Superintendent District  7 Irene Herrera-Stewart

Local District Superintendent District 8 Linda Del Cueto

Interim Assistant Superintendent Division of Adult and Career Education Ed Morris

Assistant Superintendent  Early Childhood Education of Barbara Gutierrez

And their wonderful staff for helping to organize this event

Al Cortes , Tim Bower, Dennis Stecchi, David Tuero, and the Beyond the Bell Staff for 
all of their hard work supporting this event

Beyond the Bell’s Tony White and Band Director Tim Suits of the Narbonne High 

Beyond the Bell’s Tony White and Band Director Tim Suits who is leading the 
Narbonne High School Jazz Band

Repro and the Materiel Management team for putting together this wonderful 
program

Yvonne Miranda Floral Design for their decorative expertise at tonight’s event

Carole Keen, Avia “Pepper” Long, the Staff of Board District 7, and many
other amazing volunteers who made this event possible

Board District 7 Schools and their Principals for their leadership in facilitating 
this event

All of our Heroes in Education who
seem to go unnoticed everyday 

but are truly  appreciated
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