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Vision 
Grant High School’s Humanitas program is an interdisciplinary, thematic teaching 

approach that empowers and enables students to discover the importance of making 

connections and drawing conclusions based on new experiences and acquired knowledge. 

This approach prepares students for myriad post secondary possibilities.  Humanitas 

offers the student a challenging, interdisciplinary learning experience that intertwines 

curriculum in the letters, arts and sciences which develop critical thinking, problem 

solving, writing and verbal skills necessary to be lifelong learners. 

Meaningful, relevant thematic units are created by the grade level team of 

teachers, with each teacher ensuring that the state standards for his or her respective 

discipline are addressed.  The thematic units, and the concepts involved with them, drive 

the curriculum for each discipline.  In the ninth grade program one unit is the award 

winning “Humans: Their Impact on the Environment,” in which the students examine this 

issue in both their English and science classes.  It is through the thematic units that the 

different classes make connections with each other and with the real world.  The 

thematic, cross-curricular unit is what sets Humanitas apart from other small learning 

communities. 

Humanitas appeals to all students who are open-minded, curious, and enthusiastic 

about learning.  Many students possess a variety of talents beyond those typically 

assessed in traditional classroom environments.  Those students will excel in Grant’s 

Humanitas program which uses various methods of instruction including experiential 

education, hands-on projects, and out-of-school activities to address the students’ 

different learning modalities.  Included in these are, but not limited to; Socratic seminars, 

student created collages, posters, videos, dioramas, and authoring children’s books.  
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After four years in Grant’s Humanitas program students will be aware of the 

relationship between mind, body, spirit, self and society as well as the past, present and 

future in an ever-changing world.  Each year a grade level team will focus on some 

aspect of these relationships.   In ninth grade the overriding theme is “My self, My 

Community and My World,” in tenth grade the theme is “Power and Society,” and in the 

twelfth grade the theme is “Mind, Body and Spirit”.  The students will make meaningful 

interactions with the natural environment, their campus and community.  Students will be 

provided opportunities to gain leadership skills by working with campus and community 

leaders and advocates by engaging in community service and the tenth graders will work 

extensively on the development of an instructional garden that will be used by the school 

and the community.   

At the “Serenity Garden Community Center,” parents, students, teachers and the 

community members will meet regularly.  The purpose for the initial meetings will be for 

SLC parents to interact with each other in an informal milieu. In this setting, parents from 

the PTSA and Magnet will welcome Humanitas parents and provide positive strategies 

for substantive participation in their child’s education. These meetings will also serve as a 

vehicle for utilizing the parents as an educational resource.  We will also educate parents 

on post secondary opportunities and planning for their child. 
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Identity 
 

There are 320 students enrolled in grades nine through twelve in the Grant High 

School Humanitas SLC, which is located on the campus of Grant High School and is one 

of four small learning communities, an SAS program, one magnet program, and, 

beginning with the 2007-2008 school year, a ninth grade academy. Not every student has 

been enrolled in an SLC, but by school year 2009, all students must select a SLC. 

Currently, Grant High is on a traditional calendar schedule. As new schools are being 

built and completed, the enrollment of Grant High School may decline and may change 

the number and focus within the SLCs. This will provide greater opportunity for 

dedicated space. 

The Humanitas’ SLC theme of collaborative, interdisciplinary, thematic-based 

units is embedded throughout all content areas and related electives, with foundational 

standards-based instructional practices. This Humanitas Program has been in place for 17 

years, and its structural implementation is being supported by a federal small learning 

community grant, as well as Urban Education Partnership. 

We have minimal dedicated space for our SLC. However, our SLC School Impact 

Report asks that each SLC be provided with personnel specifically dedicated to the SLC: 

an administrator, a coordinator, a counselor, and office staff. Humanitas students and 

staff can be identified through events such as Humanitas club and back-to-school and 

awards assemblies, as well as by branding, through T-shirts, refrigerator magnets, and 

key chains. As part of the greater school campus, budget and resources will be shared 

equitably as stated in the Grant High School SLC Impact Report. 

The Humanitas SLC will work with school-wide resources in the areas of 

scheduling, safety concerns and maintenance and operations. As part of the greater 
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campus, the Grant Humanitas SLC will collaborate with other SLCs to share student 

successes, performances, work displays and achievements through a quarterly school-

wide newsletter and the school’s web site. These forms of communication will reflect the 

primary languages of the parents. 
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Equity and Access  
 
 As an inner-city learning community, the Humanitas SLC reflects the Los 

Angeles urban population. Students from many backgrounds attend Humanitas classes. 

The school’s open enrollment policy invites and accommodates a variety of students: 

ELL students, RSP, special education and GATE. The Humanitas faculty includes 

experienced teachers dedicated to guiding students to achieve their personal best.  

 Currently, the SLC locations at Grant are a work-in-progress, but the Humanitas 

faculty is working toward establishing a contiguous area for the learning community. 

 The Humanitas school plans to produce a monthly newsletter with contributions 

from students, faculty and parents. The paper provides an opportunity to share 

information about classroom activities, planned SLC events and general school 

information.  

 Grant counselors already programmed the incoming 9th graders from the local 

middle schools. In the future, the faculty plans to visit middle schools to recruit students 

into the program. The visits will showcase current students’ work in order to attract 8th 

graders who would enjoy the same kinds of learning experiences as modeled by the 

student-generated examples. The trip to middle schools would provide a wonderful 

opportunity for current Humanitas students and parents to accompany the faculty. They 

could give their first-hand knowledge about the Humanitas program for middle school 

students to use as they determine their goals for high school. 

 Historically, the Grant Humanitas program loses some students to tangency, but 

does not receive more to replace the students who leave. The faculty expects this to be 

the same situation next year. Should a student wish to transfer to or from the Humanitas 

SLC, their requests will be honored. The Humanitas SLC commits to serving students 

and parents with an open-door policy that encourages participation and communication 
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among all stakeholders: parents, students, community, faculty and staff. All teachers 

share e-mail addresses and school phone numbers with families. Parents receive monthly 

calendars to know and plan for upcoming events and activities at the school and the 

Serenity Garden Community Center. 

 In order to accommodate and encourage parental participation, the SLC will ask 

parents to complete a survey distributed the second week of school. This survey will 

allow parents to choose topics that will be presented during the year at monthly meetings. 

These topics fall into three categories: leadership, education and social events and the 

topics for monthly meetings will be parent generated. In this way, our Small Learning 

Community reflects the parents’ concerns and needs. 

 The local community includes a number of volunteers who work in the garden. 

When surveyed, community representatives share that they want to help beautify the 

gardens, participate in school activities, provide opportunities for students and be 

included in the shared vision for the small learning communities. 

 As the SLC evolves, students’ interests should drive as much of the program as 

possible. This year, our students are already programmed, but at the end of the year, 

students fill out a survey that will identify their interests and perspectives. 

 The Humanitas faculty meets weekly to discuss the progress of the program. For 

example, after the administration of the Humanitas cross-curricular assessments, data will 

be analyzed and teachers immediately incorporate any necessary reteaching. This will be 

especially important in the spring, right before the 10th graders take the CAHSEE. 
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Personalization 
U. S. Grant High School’s Humanitas program is founded on the motto 

“omnia superat veritas” (truth conquers all). With that foundational principle 

as a guide, the Grant Humanitas program will provide the opportunity for 

students enrolled in two thematically-based collaborative classes throughout 

their academic day to complete their journey through high school by sharing 

academic and personal experiences with knowledgeable and caring teachers, 

students and administrators in a search for their personal truth in a variety 

of academic and social arenas.  

To accomplish this, Humanitas teachers will deliver thematically-

based, culturally relevant lessons with an overall willingness to personalize 

their teaching style to meet the needs of a variety of students. Teachers will 

also adopt a group of twenty-five students they will monitor throughout their 

high school career in their test-best homerooms, Humanitas faculty meetings 

and individual student conferences. Close teacher-student relationships will 

allow students to address a variety of academic and personal needs; and 

allow teachers to monitor student growth to ensure each student’s success 

throughout their high school experience and into their post-secondary 

educational and career pathways, focusing primarily on four-year colleges 

and universities. 

Having a counselor specifically dedicated to the Grant Humanitas SLC 

and a coordinator with a period dedicated to SLC activities, are integral in 

supporting each student’s academic and personal success. The counselor will 

be able to readily respond to with scheduling problems, academic issues and 
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personal struggles. This will significantly address student drop-out rates, 

academic apathy and student depression, which further ensures each student 

meeting his/her post-secondary goals. The Humanitas Lead Teacher with a 

specific SLC free period allows the LT to assist with field trips, Humanitas 

assemblies and various in and out-of-classroom activities. This will further 

support the program’s success, personalization and cohesion across the four 

grade levels. 

Students will create Personalized Education Plans (PEPs) at the 9th 

grade level to be revised throughout their academic career. The PEPs will 

take into account their individual learning styles based on sensory preference 

tests and intelligence/interests tests. Students will also compile a Personal 

Portfolio comprised of academic and personal artifacts including essays, 

projects, fieldtrips and miscellaneous artifacts of their choice. Students will 

also be recognized in the Humanitas Honor Roll and the annual spring 

awards assembly in which students will receive trophies, certificates, field 

trips and gifts.  Special attention will be given to graduating seniors. For 

students struggling academically, specific short-term intervention classes, 

tutoring and personal counseling will be provided to ensure their academic 

success. For highly motivated students, split rosters will be created for an 

honors option in grades ten through twelve. Students will also be given the 

opportunity to take Advanced Placement classes in grades eleven and twelve.   

The personalization process will also foster family involvement 

through parent seminars and informal gatherings held at the Community 

Center located in the Serenity Garden, Grant’s community garden. The 
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Humanitas newsletter, Veritas, will also update parents as to past and future 

events. Parents also have access to the Humanitas website 

(www.granths.org), which contains faculty and class information, faculty 

emails, a calendar of upcoming events and a gallery of student projects and 

work. Parents will also be encouraged to visit classrooms, attend 

performances and join faculty meetings. 
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Rigorous Standards-Based Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment 
 

 The structure of the Humanitas SLC offers students a cross-curricular understanding of 

the world.  Teachers collaborate in pairs-English/biology, English/social science, social 

science/biology, and English/art-to design thematic units that incorporate a wide and deep 

understanding of state content and performance standards. Teams create rigorous activities with 

the intention of aggressively promoting a culture that supports high achievement and higher 

learning. For example, as students study the waves if immigration during the 1900’s in their 

history classes, they read diaries, newspaper articles and first-person accounts documenting the 

achievements and successes of immigrants. In this way, students, many of whom are first and 

second generation immigrants, connect with the positive images, stories and lives of immigrants. 

This unit opens the door to many of our parents, who are successful first-generation immigrants, 

to share their stories with students in interviews or class visits. 

 The Humanitas faculty and staff expect all graduating seniors to be eligible for 

university admission by guiding students through an A-G curriculum that prepares 

students for a post-graduation higher-level experience-workplace ready or college 

prepared. Teachers create an environment that cultivates critical thinking skills by 

designing units that strive for the higher levels of Blooms Taxonomy: synthesis, 

evaluation and creativity.  

 Culminating tasks (essays, objective exams, projects) integrate cross-curricular 

elements, providing a holistic understanding of the unit’s theme. By scaffolding skills in 

essay writing from grade to grade, students will be able to write coherent, organized, 

meaningful essays that exceed the requirements of the assignments. In order to master 

content literacy, students will be involved in writing in other classes such as science, 

math and history. Students will also be involved in creating criteria charts to develop 
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rubrics for their writing. These activities help students internalize the elements necessary 

for a good essay. The essays and objective exams prepare students for the CAHSEE, 

CAT, SAT, ACT exams and the rigors and reality of university-level courses. The 

projects allow students to apply knowledge through creation, a meaningful skill that 

solidifies learning.  

 Currently, only the 11th and 12th graders take field trips to colleges and 

universities. The Humanitas SLC teachers want to schedule college trips for ninth and 

tenth graders, too.  The faculty wants parents to participate in the field trips, to encourage 

and share the experience with the students. In addition to the field trips, the Humanitas 

college preparatory program includes monthly college counselor visits, college student-

peer mentorships, and mandating college entrance exam preparation. Several of the 

Humanitas teachers are working to qualify to teach AP courses, which are excellent 

college preparatory experiences. 

 Graduates from the Humanitas SLC understand how to synthesize and integrate 

their knowledge into a holistic understanding of the world. For example, when students 

learn about the Roman Empire, they read Julius Caesar, as literature and as a perspective 

on the social and political world of the classic ancient world. The English teacher 

scaffolds sections of Plato’s Republic to better understand the foundation of western 

government systems.  Students take a field trip to the Getty Villa to learn about Roman 

life: homes, gardens, clothing, simple grooming as well as elaborate battle artifacts. The 

architecture, public works projects and roads that make the ancient Romans so famous 

provide non-fiction reading and expository writing and speaking opportunities for 

students to share knowledge with one another.  

 When students study WWII, they read autobiographical narratives from multiple 

perspectives: Jewish camp survivors, Japanese internment camp residents, Bracero 
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program workers, and at-home Americans, women in particular, making sacrifices for the 

war effort. Teachers use maps so that students acquire geography knowledge and teachers 

choose documentaries and films to supplement district supplied texts. The tragic effects 

of nuclear weapons on humans, as biological entities, and the environment of the South 

Pacific, Japan and even test sites in Nevada, allow students to round-out their knowledge 

of WWII. Students write and share cause and effect reports that include statistics and 

charts that quantify information. Students may wish to invite and/ or interview 

grandparents who lived through WWII to share their experiences with the class. This type 

of experience adds a personal and human dimension to history that textbooks cannot. 

 At the beginning of the school year, teachers work on an academic profile for 

every student. These profiles use test data from students’ cumulative records in addition 

to formal and informal assessments: reading (Star or textbook resource), writing (the 

Vantage program and teacher assessment), listening (note-taking, verbal directions), 

speaking (formal recitation and informal conversation), technology levels, and geography 

and learning styles. These multiple assessments guide teachers in individualizing 

instruction to meet the needs of all students: English language learners, special education 

students and students’ learning styles. These baseline assessments help teachers modify 

units, lessons and culminating tasks as needed  and provide short-term specific 

interventions so that every student utilizes her strengths and addresses her challenges as 

she acquires the knowledge and skills  needed to qualify for high school graduation, 

entrance to a four-year university and/or workplace ready skills.  

 In order to prepare Humanitas students for UC acceptance, teachers must prepare 

students to meet high standards. To ensure success, teaching units contain a variety of 

assessments designed to measure students’ progress. Humanitas grade-level teams create 

benchmarks aligned with multiple content standards within different disciplines.  In this 
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way, students continue to engage in and make connections in understanding from many 

different perspectives, creating a panoramic view of life and understanding of the world. 

Teachers measure students’ progress in many ways to insure that they internalize a 

holistic common-sense understanding of the Humanitas curriculum. Teachers measure 

progress through formal (“why” essay questions) and informal (seminars, discussions) 

assessments. 

 Previously at Grant, teachers taught essay-writing in a traditional way, using the 

writing process: prewriting, drafting, revision, proofreading and publishing. Last year, the 

online program Vantage was licensed at Grant and the pilot program produced fantastic 

results. The pilot program used last year saw Grant’s students increase from 60% to 

80+% in the quantitative program analysis. Humanitas faculty members have access to 

professional development to learn the Vantage program. Trained teachers assist students 

as they produce essays in the traditional way, receiving a first-tier grade based on their 

work. After that students input their essays into the Vantage program which provides 

access to technology as well as crucial feedback comparing students’ writing skills with 

same-grade students all over the United States. As students work with the Vantage 

program, they take responsibility for, primarily, improving their own writing and, 

secondarily, improving their computer skills. This is a great opportunity for our students 

to see where they “fit” nationally and it should motivate them to maintain and/or improve 

their skills based on information from an objective source. The students receive a second-

tier grade based on their effort and growth using the Vantage program. To achieve this 

goal, the Humanitas SLC needs a computer cart. 

 Humanitas team-designed multiple-choice exams assess students’ learning and 

provide data for analysis at teacher meetings. Currently, during testing windows, teachers 

use released multiple-choice exams with academic vocabulary and question styles found 
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on the CAHSEE and CAT standardized tests. This strategy has worked well to improve 

Grant’s test scores. To increase scores even more, from basic to advanced and proficient, 

Humanitas teachers intend to incorporate mini quizzes of one or two multiple choice 

questions- from the beginning of the year -using frequently-used academic vocabulary to 

assess the previous day’s lesson. This practice helps students to become accustomed to 

the vocabulary and format of standardized questions.  

 For some units, Humanitas team-teachers use project-based culminating 

assessments. This allows students to integrate their knowledge of multiple subjects in a 

meaningful way. Alternative assessments include, but are not limited to the following: 

community forums, Socratic seminars, mind maps, plays, exhibits, children’s books, 

interactive displays. When a unit calls for an alternative assessment, teachers encourage 

students to develop their own assessments.  

 The most important element in learning is reading. Through contextual reading, 

students acquire the vocabulary and knowledge to be successful in an academic 

environment. The Humanitas SLC requires that students read many genres, from state-

adopted texts and reading-for-pleasure books. Currently, Grant has a Silent Sustained 

Reading program that requires students to read for 20 minutes during period three. 

Humanitas teachers want students to continue this practice. In addition, Humanitas 

teachers want students to utilize some Avid strategies such as Cornell note-taking skills 

and daily organizers. Humanitas units always include lessons using cooperative learning 

opportunities. In addition, teachers use SDAIE teaching methodologies, graphic 

organizers, and interwoven technology throughout Humanitas curriculum (online quizzes, 

power points). Ideally, every Humanitas teacher should have a classroom with audio-

visual equipment including a TV/DVD/LCD projector, ELMO document projects and 
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laptop computer. Humanitas faculty and student body have flash drives and a one-way 

server for students to turn in their work electronically. 

 Every Humanitas teacher guides and advocates for a homeroom class throughout 

the high school experience. This class serves as a test-taking homeroom that integrates 

the CAHSEE literacy strategies in all core content areas. It also is the place for teachers 

to address any intervention issues. 

  When a Humanitas student falls below a C in any course, and/or has a behavior 

issue, teachers communicate this to the SLC counselor at the weekly faculty/staff 

meetings. The counselor communicates to the student, a parent and/or guardian if 

necessary. This intervention process must take place as soon as the issue surfaces so that 

it can be addressed in a transparent, open and honest forum. In this way, the SLC models 

problem-solving for students and offers solutions to students so they can move through 

any problems quickly and thoroughly.  

 Currently, Grant has an after-school tutoring program that is open to all students. 

It includes teachers within all core subjects and teachers who can assist ELL students.  

An immediate intervention for academic reasons includes tutoring through the school 

program and/or with one or more of the Humanitas teachers. Behavior issues need input 

from the family, the counselor and all of the student’s teachers. This should be solved 

with a few phone calls or a group meeting with a few follow-up phone calls. Should a 

student continue to display behavior issues, the faculty, staff and counselor determine the 

next step which could be professional counseling.  

 The homeroom teacher identifies the ELL and Special Education students and 

monitors their progress closely, reviewing informally,  each week and formally, every 

five weeks to make sure English acquisition is progressing and IEP goals are followed 

and met. The homeroom teacher serves as a resource for discussions of post-secondary 
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choices: college major, university options, scholarships. Students can use computers to 

research options online from home, the school library or the public library. Homeroom 

teachers invite parents to participate in researching post-secondary opportunities. The 

Humanitas SLC has an open-door policy for all parents and guardians who want to visit 

their students’ classes at any time. 
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 Collaboration, Parent and Community Engagement  
& 

Accountability and Distributed Leadership 
 

It is the belief of the Humanitas program that teachers, students’ parents and 

community partners hold an authentic role in the all aspects of the instructional program. 

Therefore we have embedded the attributes of Collaboration, Parent and Community 

Engagement with Accountability and Distributed Leadership. Our plan follows. 

  
The Humanitas SLC team strongly believes that collaboration between Parents, 

Teachers and Community Members contributes greatly to the success of our students. 

The Humanitas SLC plans on implementing strategies that will help us create a stronger 

connection with parents and expand our links to various educational, professional, 

political, social and economic organizations in order to provide learning and leadership 

opportunities for students.  

Parent Involvement 
In the past, Humanitas parents have followed the traditional role of involvement 

(which includes attending e.g. Back to School Night and Open House and some school 

activities) every academic year. Participation in these activities has not been documented 

and appears to be limited. Humanitas parents are encouraged to participate in our 

school’s Parent Teacher Student Association and to utilize the services of our school’s 

Parent Center. Again, these organizations seek to increase parental involvement and 

develop parent leadership within our school community. However, they do not appear to 

empower and make a strong connection with the Humanitas parents. The Humanitas 

Program has a website designed to provide information about the teachers, class 

requirements and it also functions as a communication channel with teachers. Once again, 
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the visitors to the website are not surveyed and currently there is no documentation of 

visits to our website from Humanitas parents. 

 

The Humanitas SLC team plans on increasing parental involvement and create a 

community of Humanitas teachers, students and parents through dynamic and innovative 

strategies. We plan on developing a strong and long lasting connection with the parents 

by implementing the following activities:  

o There will be stronger emphasis on the development of the Humanitas website 

and our website will have features that are of specific interest to Humanitas 

parents such as calendar of events, tips for parent, graduation requirements, 

teachers’ corner, student homework place and links to other websites assisting in 

planning for higher education.  

o We will have a Veritas monthly newsletter created by the 12th grade Language 

Arts class that will include information for parents, teacher and students. This will 

allow our SCL to stay connected and it will help in developing the Language Arts 

skills of our 12th graders.  

o We will provide opportunities for parents to collaborate and contribute with their 

skills and intellectual capital.  

o Parents will be encouraged to participate in our SLC field trips as active 

participants, register to be guest speakers on our annual Career Day events,  

contribute to class curriculum based on their experience, provide assistance 

coordinating academic activities and social events for the Humanitas SLC. 

o In order to develop parental leadership we will create a Parent Representative 

position in our SLC Advisory Committee. This is a volunteer base position and 

the SLC Advisory Committee will decide on a parent at the beginning of the year. 
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This parent representative will meet once a month with the SLC Advisory 

Committee to stay informed about our goals, events and progress.  

o The Humanitas SLC Teachers strongly support the development of parent leaders.  

Leadership development events will be scheduled in order to increase Humanitas 

parent involvement and leadership within the Grant High parent organizations.  

o Humanitas SLC Teachers will organize and facilitate “Meet and greet” events in 

the Serenity Garden Community Room to introduce parents to current parent 

leaders and Grant HS administrators.  

o Humanitas parents will be able to meet active parent leaders in our PTSA and 

Parent Center as role models and this will help us in developing parent leadership 

in our SLC.  

o We will schedule leadership events at least twice a year. 

o There will be social events scheduled throughout the year in order to foster the 

development of a community and appreciate the cultural richness of parents, 

teachers, students bring to our SLC. The planned social events include monthly 

community drum circles, picnics in the garden, tours of the garden, Halloween 

Celebration, Holiday Party, Seasonal Celebrations, Earth Day festivities, 

community celebrations, music and poetry in the garden. We will invite parents, 

students, local community members, faculty and representatives of partner 

organizations for our events. 

o In order to showcase the academic work of our students and develop leadership 

skills the Humanitas SLC will organize student led Project Showcase events. 

These events will be scheduled to take place in the evening and our students will 

invite their parents to visit our showcase. They will show their parents the projects 

they have participated in. 



 
 

U. S Grant High School Humanitas Program - SLC Proposal  
 

 
 

Page 20 of 25 

o We will also schedule educational workshops and a series of lectures throughout 

the year in order to foster appreciation for learning and support our Humanitas 

goals, vision and curriculum.  

o We will host a range of workshops that will include topics such as:  

o college planning and admissions 

o financial aid, college visits  

o naturalization,  

o health and nutrition,  

o career awareness,  

o family psychology, and  

o Cultural awareness.  

We will count on the participation of our partner organizations in order to provide the 

information and resources needed to host successful workshops. 

 

Partnerships 
The Humanitas program at Grant High has established partnerships with 

postsecondary institutions in its previous years of existence. In the past few years 

Humanitas teachers have established partnerships with the Earth watch Institute, the Los 

Angeles Valley College, the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences, Tree People 

and the Jetty Museum.  

 

As the Humanitas Program develops into a small learning community the 

Humanitas SLC team has expanded to integrate more teachers. As a result, the Humanitas 

SLC has developed stronger partnerships with professional, cultural, educational, 

political, and economic organizations. The new partners of the Humanitas program 
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include: the Cesar E. Chavez Foundation, Generation Earth, Heal the Bay, the Jane 

Goodall Institute, the Museum of Tolerance, the Pali Institute, Project Green works, the 

Serenity Garden Volunteers, Tree People, the Valley Glen Neighborhood Association, 

the Volunteer Center of Los Angeles. 

 

Our partners will assist the Humanitas SLC teachers in providing opportunities 

for student learning and success. They will support us with educational resources, service 

learning project planning and opportunities, academic expertise and knowledge, guest 

speakers, internship opportunities, intellectual stimulation, field trip opportunities, 

guidance, mentoring and role models for our students.  

 

Humanitas teacher will be able to reach out to our partners for resources and 

assistance in planning special activities and curriculum. The Humanitas SLC teachers 

will make a commitment to bring attention to national and international days of 

significance. We will make a commitment to celebrate national days of significance such 

as the Armenian Genocide Day, Cesar E. Chavez Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 

Constitution Day, National Volunteer Day, Memorial Day, Holocaust Remembrance 

Day, and Cinco de Mayo. We would also like to create awareness about important days 

of international meaning, such as May Day, Women’s International Day, International 

Day of Peace, Earth Day, World Environment Day, World Food Day and others. We will 

reach out to partners and parents in order to plan activities that are relevant connected to 

the significance of the day. 

 

The Humanitas Advisory Committee will invite partner organization 

representatives with regularity to the meetings in order to provide opportunities for 
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collaboration and instruction. Humanitas SCL teachers will be encouraged to attend 

professional workshops provided by our partners. 

 

Parents Included in Decision and Actions 
The Humanitas SLC will create a Parent Representative position and this position 

will have a significant role in voicing the collective opinion of the Humanitas parents 

within the SCL Advisory Committee.  In general, parents will have the opportunity to 

participate in the decisions and actions we take as small learning community. Parents will 

have the opportunity to evaluate our school at the end of the year through the creation of 

a survey. Parents will be able to communicate with our SLC Coordinator and voice 

concerns or make suggestions. 

 

Evaluation 
Parents and partners will assist the Humanitas SLC in a self assessment process at 

the end of the academic year. The Humanitas SLC Advisory Committee will develop a 

survey that will help us evaluate our accomplishments and show us strengths along with 

areas of improvements. Students will be asked to take a survey on their experience with 

the Humanitas SLC.   

Information on Other SLCs 
The Humanitas SLC will provide information to the parents and students in the 

Middle School level as part of the recruitment process. We will have a Counselor who 

will promote the vision of the Humanitas SLC and facilitate information to parents in the 

Humanitas SLC.  Parents seeking information on other SLCs at Grant High will be 

provided with the information necessary to keep them informed about other SLCs. The 



 
 

U. S Grant High School Humanitas Program - SLC Proposal  
 

 
 

Page 23 of 25 

Humanitas SLC teachers understand the importance of meeting the needs of our students 

and we are committed to providing an outstanding standards-based, individualized, 

holistic education to each of our students.  

The Advisory Committee 
The Humanitas Advisory Committee will meet once a month after school in order 

to offer parents the opportunity to be present and participate to voice topics of interest or 

concern. The meeting will be open to the public and the Humanitas SLC team will 

publish minutes of the meeting. The minutes of our meeting will be available upon 

request by interested parents. 

 

SLC Teacher Collaboration 
The Humanitas SLC teachers will meet once a week during after school hours to 

infuse the identity into the common core curriculum, develop cross-disciplinary, 

standard-based thematic projects, and analyze student projects based on a common set of 

rubrics. The teachers will meet to share experiences, best practices and report on grade 

level activities that will motivate the rest of the Humanitas faculty. Humanitas teachers at 

the 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grade level will meet as an interdisciplinary team once a week 

to plan and coordinate units, activities, and strategies together. This collaboration activity 

will allow teachers to become stronger teachers and feel supported by the larger group. 

This level of professional collaboration is extremely important for teachers to stay 

inspired and especially to keep our sense of purpose and vision in focus.   
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Professional Development/Staff Development 
 
 To further teaching goals and address students’ needs, the Grant Humanitas 

faculty participates in lunchtime staff meetings, district-designated professional 

development time, content-related training courses and conferences, and program-

specific training retreats.  

 Weekly lunchtime meetings enable members of the Humanitas faculty to 

coordinate upcoming events and to brainstorm ideas for enhancing and improving aspects 

of the program. This weekly meeting ensures that all Humanitas faculty members are 

informed about program-specific issues, events, and modifications. Faculty members are 

also able to discuss strategies for addressing struggling students’ needs and prescribe 

necessary modifications. These weekly meetings additionally provide the Humanitas 

coordinator with the opportunity for providing information to staff regarding program 

policies, upcoming activities, and impending professional development opportunities.  

 Local District 2 designated professional development meetings play a central role 

in Humanitas program building. Professional development days are critical to the 

program’s success because they provide grade-specific Humanitas faculty teams with the 

necessary opportunity to collaborate, create, mold, and refine their respective thematic, 

standards-based units – the hallmark of Grant’s Humanitas program. Professional 

development meetings also function as a venue for sharing best teaching practices and 

outlining alternate means of assessment. A final key component of Local District 2 

professional development meetings is that they give grade-specific Humanitas teams the 

occasion to communicate with their Humanitas colleagues across grade levels, enabling 

them to share learning goals and concepts. 

  Humanitas faculty members also attend program-specific conferences and 

lectures, and seek enrichment by enrolling in university courses. Program specific 
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conferences are an essential resource for Humanitas teachers, as they provide new 

information on teaching techniques and methodology. The Humanitas Institute developed 

by the Urban Educational Partnership is a useful tool in furnishing Humanitas faculty 

members with teaching strategies and resources that can be compatible with classroom 

content and in students’ participation in community enhancing activities.  Another 

powerful tool in teacher enrichment is the Humanitas Teacher’s Centers, which educate 

teachers in the fundamentals of interdisciplinary collaboration, as well as the 

implementation of Humanitas teaching pedagogy. Attending such conferences keeps 

Humanitas faculty on the cutting edge of advances in pedagogy and ensures that students 

will be exposed to the very best in teaching methodology. 

 Our Humanitas summer training retreat provides the program’s faculty members 

with a peaceful, low-stress environment in which to compose thematic based units and to 

share ideas regarding the future of the program. The summer retreat also serves as a 

catalyst to promote unity and solidarity within the program’s faculty members. 
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