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A Small Learning Community at John C. Fremont High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss ion Statement:   
Our miss ion is  to  foster confidence and act ive dete rmination  
in our students  by nurtur ing their  c reat ive spi rit  through  
personal ized instruct ion and art is t ic  col laborat ion ac ross  the  
content  areas .  
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Name of Comprehensive High School: John C. Fremont High School 
 
Name of Proposed Small Learning Community: Aesthetics Academy 
 
 
Aesthetics Team Membership 
 
 
Name     Stakeholder Group  Contact Information 
Mr. James Altuner   Teacher  Jaltuner@aol.com 
Mrs. Mattingly-Edelman  Teacher  323-758-4141 
Ms. Aimee Allen   Lead Teacher  aimeeallen@utla.net  
Mr. Kepple    Teacher  skepple@gmail.com 
Mr. Denson    Teacher  thd9949@lausd.k12.ca.us 
Mr. Norris     Teacher  MNorris123@att.net 
Mr. Draenckhahn   Teacher  jdrenckh@laush.k12.ca.us 
Ms. Val Holwerda   Teacher  vholwerda@promaris.com 
Mr. Alberto Gieco   Teacher  agieco@sbcglobal.net 
Mr. Hanel    Teacher   
Mr. Mc Cue    Teacher  brawny1@adelphia.net 
Mr. Fernandez    Teacher  sirrauljr@aol.com 
Mr. Marroquin   Teacher  grandical@aol.com 
Mr. Thao    Counselor  limtin0027@yahoo.com 
Christopher Martinez   Student 
Jaime Fernandez   Student  
Nefertiti Palacio   Student 
Mary Hill    Administrator 
 
 
Designated Contact Person 
James Altuner (H: 310-395-1997) (W: 323-758-4141, ext. 293) (Jaltuner@aol.com) 
Aimee Allen (818-209-4800) aimeeallen@utla.net 
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Characteristics/Attributes of the Aesthetics Small Learning Community 
  
1. Unifying Vision/Identity: 

The Aesthetics Academy at John C. Fremont High School (Location Code: 8650) would 

incorporate the principles of aesthetics, drawing from and utilizing diverse and various 

art forms to enhance student learning. Our primary focus would be to introduce ninth 

graders to a way of examining the world and their education that would utilize diverse art 

forms such as theater, film, media, dance and music to provide an ongoing four-year 

educational forum and that would provide for stimulating linkages and connections 

between the various content areas: math, literature, foreign language and the sciences. 

Students and teachers would then jointly and inter-departmentally (across all the content 

areas, including P.E.) transform these connections into unique, creative and educational 

presentations such as performances or exhibitions.  

 

Such a small learning community would greatly enhance learning and teaching at 

Fremont High School in that the Scaffolding Lesson derives a great deal from aesthetics 

and the arts. The heart of the scaffolding lesson – making content accessible, interesting 

and salient to students who are “at risk” (due to test scores or inadequate reading and 

writing skills) would be the “heart” of our teaching methodology. Too often, such 

students fall between the cracks of our educational system. As they plod on through their 

four years of high school, educational content can become more and more inaccessible to 

them. Our SLC’s goal and rationale is to provide a forum that allows such students a way 
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in to the material, a way to access and learn concepts that stimulates prior learning and 

provides for connections through synthesis and analysis. Thus, a learning system would 

be provided including common teaching practices, established early on in high school (9th 

grade) that would guide students through the educational process, building on content, 

one step, one thought, at a time. Some common teacher practices and philosophies 

include programs like Reading Apprenticeship and Thinking Maps that are practiced in 

all core content areas.  At the end of four years, it is our goal that our students will 

possess the tools necessary to succeed in college; having learned how to think and read 

with proficiency, ultimately becoming positive and productive members of society. 

To this end, our SLC would utilize evaluative forms (the culminating task) such as 

portfolios, theatrical presentations, learning museums, critiques, symposiums and 

exhibitions providing for an understanding of the content area, standard-by-standard. 

Students would “culminate the standard” through the public act of presentation and, in 

addition, would be required to enhance learning by “teaching back” the standard to some 

form of the community. For instance, the performers of a play such as “Romeo and Juliet 

– The Musical” would learn through the connections made between diverse areas such as 

English, Drama, Stagecraft, Music and History, but then would also be asked to provide 

for the learning experience of the viewers through student-generated lesson packets, 

bulletin boards, newsletters, after-performance discussions or documentaries. Similarly, 

“museum-style” exhibits would be accompanied by material written by students to 

enhance the visitor’s experience. 

Our vision is to teach and educate students via the principles of aesthetics, utilizing 

diverse and various art forms to enhance learning so that students are able to make 
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connections between various content areas (i.e., Music and math, Science and the visual 

arts, Theater and English, and Film to suggest only a few possible combinations) and 

transform that understanding and learning into unique, creative, educational and diverse 

presentations/performances. The importance of this at our school cannot be understated. 

Such a small learning community could greatly enhance a mini-transformation already 

begun at our school by providing greater articulation across departments and content 

areas, increasing support and augmenting available resources for such projects and by 

further establishing the high school as a “hub” within our community, a place where 

education supports, nurtures, and is accountable to, the community. Our school lies 

dormant in the middle of South Central but it is our fervent hope that our Small Learning 

Community could help to transform our neighborhood with time. With proper nurturing, 

support and guidance, this SLC could become a cultural and performing arts “mini-

center” in the midst of a community starved for such a venue. Parents, students and 

teachers (all stakeholders) could come together, work and share in the educational 

process. 

  

The lead teacher will communicate available budgets to our stakeholders.  Stakeholders 

will continue to be educated in the current vision and make adjustments as Aesthetics 

grows and develops.  Parents will continue to be involved in decision making in terms of 

production planning, spending, curriculum, and vision.  Teachers will oversee budget 

spending based on the needs of all students.  Budget decisions will begin with needs for 

student academic achievement (i.e. cooperative learning, literacy in the content areas).  In 

addition, the budget will support Aesthetics standards-based projects and Aesthetics 
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productions that include and support the community.  Past productions like “Romeo and 

Juliet – the musical” will require additional budget consideration.  The performing and 

visual arts based vision involves creating projects and productions that support the 

content areas and electives (drama, art, film and dance).   

The production class (consisting of a team of seniors who are familiar with the Aesthetics 

vision) will draft budget needs for each production and project.  The Aesthetics team of 

teachers (and parents when possible) will address and honor those budgetary needs.   

Community partners including the 77th LAPD precinct, Flea Circus Productions in 

Hollywood, LA Riot Music, and KPCC radio continue to be familiar with the Aesthetics 

vision and will continue to supplement the Aesthetics’ budget.    

The teaching team will meet, at a minimum, on a weekly basis to address student needs, 

curriculum, assessment, and operational needs.   

 

To address both teacher accountability and collaboration, teachers will organize 

classroom visits to each other’s classroom to observe culminating tasks.  These visits will 

cross content areas as well as grade levels.  The culminating tasks will show evidence 

through a creative endeavor, the mastery of a particular standard.  The observing students 

will have a chance to peer assess the class they are observing.   

 

The team of teachers will meet bi-weekly with student production team, parents and 

community partners to discuss, plan and collaborate artistic productions and projects 

(plays, radio shows, films, lunch arts café, etc.)  
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Based on the presence and power of the Aesthetics production team (a student leadership 

body), will work with the rest of the students in Aesthetics throughout the year in 

academic areas (i.e. peer tutoring and CAHSEE retreats) and artistic projects.  This 

collaboration and relationship will enhance the understanding of the vision for current 

students as well as educate new ninth graders in the vision.  Upon graduation, students 

will have a clear understanding of where why envision using and practicing their 

developed talents in project – based learning.  We understand that not all students will 

pursue a career or further study of the arts, however a foundation will for each student as 

to how to express, work collaboratively and appreciate the arts as a medium for change.  

Moreover students will be empowered and more self-realized. 

 

Room 118 is used on a daily basis (full implementation by November 2007) for “SET 

118” – a lunch time arts café that serves all of Fremont High School.  This Aesthetics 

hosted event will include student lead performances ranging from dance to music 

production, visual art and comedy.  In short, it is daily place where student can express 

themselves through art.   

 

 

Room 118 will also be used for all performances and projects that are central to the 

Aesthetics vision. It also serves as well an office and central meeting place for Aesthetics 

for student information and data.   
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2. Rigorous Standards-Based Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment:  

We envision our School Design and Components to include the following in terms of 

instructional practices and 

a) Teaching Practices & Strategies: To the end that this academy predominantly 

focuses on utilizing the Culminating Task in challenging, diverse and creative ways, 

teaching practice and strategies would place emphasis on SDAIE Strategies, heavy 

scaffolding and finding links across the content areas. Thus events such as science fairs, 

poetry slams, musical concerts, theme-based exhibits (i.e., The Underground Railway, or 

The Holocaust), forums, discussions, roundtables or debates would provide a nexus 

where differing content areas could come together to support a “Master Standard” in one 

area. Thus a History standard focusing on the Civil War would be paired with a drama 

standard, an English reading and writing standard and perhaps even a science standard 

(i.e., significant scientific developments from that period). 

 In-house discussions also have begun on utilizing: 

• Similar & Consistent Classroom Management Strategies 

• Shared Lesson Planning Time 

• Transforming the Life Skills class into a Project Management Course 

• Utilizing Specific Reading Strategies and across the curriculum as well as 

building a reading culture in the classrooms. 

• Student Portfolio Management (We envision utilizing the Portfolio as a way of 

matriculating from one grade level/semester to the next).  A portfolio will be 

implemented for all grade levels.  
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We will also utilize the school curriculum towards ensuring rigorous standards-based 

curriculum, instruction & assessment: Teachers will work together to provide meaningful 

and rigorous standards-based instruction.  Prior to the opening of each year, teachers will 

work on creating lesson plans that will identify common standards, lesson plans, 

procedures and a portfolio process that students use to “defend” and document their 

academic progress, in lieu of the traditional final, ala the PhD. Process. We envision a 

series of “Super-Standards” being identified. These super-standards will then umbrella a 

series of connected and related standards in other areas. In addition, rubrics and student-

generated rubrics will be heavily utilized. We anticipate being able to “hit” all the content 

areas in this manner. 

The SLC’s members have mutually identified the following as a beginning outline of our 

strategies to address this area of need: 

• Thoroughly covering the standards in each subject area in a creative and effective 
way, prioritizing standards identified as CAT-6 Standards first 

 
• Culminating in projects that truly showcase student mastery of the standards 
 
• Choosing projects encouraging the transference of knowledge from one subject 

area to another, not excluding math and science 
• Culminating in projects operating at the highest levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy, 

particularly “evaluation” 
 
• Promoting literacy through Reading Apprenticeship 
 
• Utilizing instruction which draws upon prior knowledge 
 
• Utilizing the talents and interests of our students 
 
• Differentiating our instruction in such a way that consistently challenges students   

 

Teacher collaboration will also involve scaffolding instruction within each content area to 

ensure our students’ are mastering the standards. For example, English Language Arts 
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teachers will collaborate on a system of strategies promoting proper use of grammatical 

conventions.  This often overwhelming task will be broken down to the bear essentials, 

scaffolding grammatical instruction so that by the time our students are in their fourth 

year, they are writing at grade level. Each year the students will build on the previous 

year, allowing teachers to expect students entering their class to possess a set of basic 

writing skills.  For example, rather than having students write their first research paper in 

their senior year, we will begin scaffolding the process in the 9th grade.  By the time they 

are seniors, they will have basic familiarity with Internet and library research, 

documentation, citations, thesis statements, and outlines. Thus, teacher in the other 

content areas, in collaboration with the English teacher can also expect the students have 

basic researching and writing skills. 

To facilitate such goals, it is imperative that the process be identified “back-to-front” in 

the ninth grade. We envision incoming ninth graders to be coached by upper classmen in 

the process and expectations of the academy, as well as in academics (peer-tutoring). The 

cornerstone and foundation of this program would be laid out in the ninth grade. Our goal 

is to take seriously the idea of a four-year program beginning in the ninth grade.  In 

addition, students would receive a solid and well rounded foundation in theatre arts and 

performance, including dramatic literature, theater history, acting, dance, music 

production, radio, film and technical theater arts. 

 

b) Curriculum The Core Curriculum will look as follows: 
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English (9AB, 10AB, 11AB, 12AB):  The English teachers work and plan closely with 

the Acting and History teachers in order to carry selected studies across curriculum.  For 

example, the 10th grade class is studying an English standards based unit analyzing Julius 

Caesar in their English class, while at the same time they are working on character 

analysis and performing scenes from Julius Caesar in their acting class.  This would 

enhance the learning experience for students in both content areas and increase student 

involvement and their ability to connect the literature to life outside the classroom. 

Reading strategies and writing components to be used throughout would be introduced, 

developing over time. Thus, a ninth grader would be given skills to facilitate reading 

comprehension at that level but over time would add to, and further develop, such skills. 

 

History/Social Sciences (10AB,11AB):  History/Social Science teachers would work 

and plan closely with the Drama and English teachers in order to carry selected studies 

across curriculum when possible.  For example, an English unit on Julius Caesar would 

be complemented by Ancient Greek and Roman civilizations in History. Artifacts created 

could be used by science or dram for connected projects. This would enhance student 

learning in all three of the content areas.  In addition, History teachers would integrate 

elements of Theatre History into the standards based instruction.  A unit on Roosevelt 

and the New Deal could bring in elements of the historically important, National Theater 

Group.  Thus, students would gain a foundation in theater history as well. 

 

Academy Requirements: Satisfactory completion of culminating task projects with 

involvement in the project on diverse levels. Participation in the creation of rubrics will 
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also be important and the portfolio process, mentioned earlier, will provide further 

enhancements in the areas of monitoring, evaluation and accountability. 

 

Drama (10AB):  Students learn and practice the basics of acting technique and 

performance, including character analysis, improvisation, scene work, etc. Literacy 

components would also be implemented. 

 

Choir (11A):  Students learn and practice the basics of vocal technique and performance. 

 

Dance:  Students will learn basic technique and choreographic expression through the 

various dance disciplines. 

 

Technical Theater (11A):  Students will be introduced to the art of research, design, and 

technical theater.  If the facilities and personnel can be found, students will spend half the 

semester learning about and implementing basic set design and construction techniques, 

and half the semester learning about and implementing basic costume design techniques.  

Possible, an element of lighting design, make up, and props would be added as well.  The 

content of the course would depend on available resources. Skills utilized would enhance 

project creation in such classes as Life Skills/Project Management, thus ensuring 

transference of skills to other areas. 

 

Advanced Acting, Advanced Choir or Advanced Film, or Advanced Dance:  During 

the first semester of their senior year, students would be able to choose which advanced 
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performance course they would prefer to take.  Both courses would have an emphasis in 

performance, and would involve in-depth analysis and require high quality performance 

level. 

    

Production and Direction:  During their senior year, students in the Production and 

Direction class would take on the role of “producer” for a full scale Academy wide 

production.  Students would be responsible, with the guidance of a teacher, to publicize 

and run auditions, create rehearsal schedules, build or pull together sets and costumes, 

and publicize the production.  Students would either have a role as performer or a 

significant backstage role for the production.  During the remaining weeks after the 

production is complete, senior students would be distributed amongst the Acting classes 

to take on the role of director for scenes and monologues to be performed by those 

students.   

 

 
Physical Education:  A strong link between P.E. and the academy is required. Dance, 

Movement, Stage Combat, Fencing, Yoga, or other performance-related Physical 

Education courses would be substituted in place of regular P.E. classes.   

 

Foreign Language:  Students in advanced Foreign Language classes could perform 

works in that language or deliver presentations in those languages.  For example, French 

students perform Moliere scenes in the original language.  The works of Lorca could be 

produced in Spanish, providing a vital link to our community. To this end, we also see a 
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strong need for parental involvement and guidance in creating curriculum and identifying 

core student needs. 

 

Film:  Students study film production and/or acting for film. 

 

Art:  Students apply basic art class principles to scene painting, costume rendering, etc. 

 

It is important to note that our Student Leadership team has also this last year have 

requested (and caused to implement) two LAUSD core classes to be added to our 

curriculum. We, hopefully, will see a Science Fiction in Literature class and A Literature 

in Films course become part of our teaching. 

 

Upon successful completion of the Aesthetics Academy, students will have met the 

requirements for graduation from Fremont as well as the requirements for admission to 

the UC and Cal State systems.   

 
 
c) Assessment Assessment wills be utilized in the following ways: The SLC’s faculty 

will share common rubrics addressing writing, performance, and presentation. Students 

will also be required to complete yearly portfolios.  Each year they will present their 

portfolio to a panel of SLC faculty for final assessment in order to be promoted to the 

next grade level. Individual teacher evaluation will be done by both the students as well 

as other faculty members, in addition to district STULL requirements which will be 

completed by the SLC’s director.  The program will be evaluated on a monthly basis by 
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faculty members and assessed according to the original goals of the community and 

through a structured reflection process which we hope to have designed over the summer 

months of 2004.  Also, parents will be and integral part of evaluating the program and 

suggesting supplemental programs to meet the needs of their children. 

 

d) Internal Assessments 

Aesthetics will also utilize assessment data to analyze our overall success based on 

dropout rates, attendance, test scores, number of students graduating, number of students 

completing college. We will also utilize surveys, from time-to-time, to gauge our students 

and parents overall levels of satisfaction and use this information to guide our future 

course and evolution as an SLC. 

Aesthetics has integrated ESL 3 and 4 students into the community.  Using High Point 

and a qualified teacher, students will gain a stronger foundation in English.  Aesthetics 

teachers will continue to use SDAIE strategies to support learning.  There will also 

continue to be a strong and productive relationship between special education bridged our 

designated resource specialist Ms. Alexander.   Ms. Alexander will be in classroom with 

main-streamed students proving teachers and students will additional instructional 

support.  In year three (‘06-‘07) is implementing “team-teaching” with a special 

education and general education teacher.  This structure will support both special and 

general education students.  At the end of the school year Aesthetics teachers will reflect 

on the effectiveness of this structure.   

 

Models and rubrics for assessment will be common practice in all Aesthetics classrooms.   
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Teachers will be provided with LCD projectors to create visually stimulating and 

interactive lessons.  Teachers with stronger skills in technology will provide support to 

other teachers in need.   

Through support with community partners Aesthetics will need to be equipped with 

additional computers and software where students can create both music and film for the 

purpose of culminating tasks and general technology skill development.  

 

3. Equity and Access: 

We believe that The Aesthetics SLC will provide an excellent opportunity for students to 

close the achievement gap. Our first and second years have already demonstrated growth 

in student responsiveness and “buy-in” to our academy. It is important to note that our 

arts-themed academy does not consist of just “artsy” kids.  The student population’s 

strong interest in the identity of Aesthetics is a result of the support and family that is part 

of being an Aesthetics student.  We believe this is largely based on the project-based 

instruction. There is a certain amount of saliency in arts-based instruction that allows for 

responsiveness and real-life connections.  Creating allows for a great sense of self 

realization and discovery as well.  Such connections utilize students’ experiences and 

interests to stimulate learning.  

 

Professional Development is also being shaped to include diverse approaches to include 

students of all learning styles so that our teachers will be equipped with the skills 

necessary to meet students’ needs. An example of this approach is utilizing research-
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based reading strategies (Reading Apprenticeship) across content areas so that students 

will have a set of common reading tools, at their disposal, to help them understand text of 

varying skill levels. Similar methods will also be utilized to develop writing skills 

through collaborative peer editing (Writer’s Workshop). 

 

In a professional develop forum and equipped with new data analysis technology 

Aesthetics team teachers will examine individual student data to address students’ precise 

needs.  Specifically, teachers will continue to look at student achievement on the CST 

and CAHSEE (also, see CASHEE retreat).  If a student is border-line between 

designations (Below Basic to Basic), we will examine specific strategies and classroom 

practices that will make the difference to a students’ success on the standards-based tests.  

Moreover, students will have equal access to academic success in testing through small 

Aesthetics lead testing environments and special education modifications adherence.  At 

the center of all instruction, standards-based learning teaching will continue to be 

practiced in all classrooms using scaffolding strategies, activating prior knowledge, rubric 

– supported assessments, and backwards planning.  The new teachers will be provided 

with additional professional development using Ms. Allen, lead teacher, and James 

Altuner, new teacher coordinator.  This additional PD will allow our three new teachers 

to see standards-based instruction through classroom visitations, and lesson planning 

support.  We understand that new teacher support creates equity in the classroom.   

 

Aesthetics uses both school intervention programs and SLC based interventions.  Mr. 

Thoa, counselor for Aesthetics, works cooperatively with the Beyond the Bell program to 
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provide ELA and math classes that students need to supplement existing skills and skill 

deficiencies.   Students in the production class will continue to produce CASHEE retreats 

for students that have not passed one or both parts of the CASHEE.   

Teachers and students are grouped together for tutoring based on individual student needs 

and teacher strengths.  For instance, students struggling with writing or a writing 

assignment will meet with Ms. Allen after school based on Ms. Allen’s teaching strength 

in writing.  Ms. Holwerda, although she is our ELS teacher will work with students who 

need more advanced writing support being that this is one her loves in teaching.  Mr. 

Drenchkan will meet with students who need support in Algebra 2.  This also gives 

students an opportunity to meet and work with other teachers in the community and 

develop relationships with those teachers and academic mentors. 

  

Further, we want to ensure that our SLC provides an equal opportunity for any student 

who is interested in the SLC’s curriculum and theme has an opportunity to join if they are 

interested.  Conversely, if a student discovers that they have other interests and wish to 

leave the SLC, such opportunities will be granted through the resources of our counselor, 

Mr. Thao.  Admission will not be based on test scores or G.P.A., but rather on interest 

and preference.  As we progress into the third year of the program, teachers will visit 

middle schools in the spring to increase articulation between us and our feeder schools 

and to allow access to the SLC for interested incoming freshmen, particularly those who 

might be interested in the performing arts. 
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Additionally, Aesthetics projects will be shared with the middle schools with traveling 

performances / tours.  These performances will allow middle school students to see a 

model of what Aesthetics embodies. 

To ensure, that students will have equal access to our SLC, Aesthetics actively 

participates in the School SLC Fair (held this year in April, 2005) wherein Students visit 

booths belonging to the various SLCs at John C. Fremont and then make a choice (first 

preference, second preference, third preference…) 

Similarly, we wish to ensure equity in terms of teacher selection. Teacher selection will 

be based on enthusiasm for the goals of the curriculum, interest in working closely with 

other members of the SLC, as well as upon availability of positions and, similarly, 

teachers fill in a preference sheet indicating their first, second and third choices.  

  

4. Personalization:  As the projects produced by our SLC will inherently depend on the 

diverse talents of our students, their work will naturally reflect their identities, cares and 

concerns. Aesthetics will provide students with a choice in focus and contribution in 

order to succeed. Diverse opportunities will be provided for students to demonstrate 

learning, understanding and mastery. 

Since the Aesthetics Small Learning Community is embedded in project-based learning 

and artistic expression, there are countless opportunities for instruction to address the 

needs of EL/SEL learners, resource and special education students.  Teaching strategies 

and practices will make heavy use of SDAIE techniques and instruction inspired by 

Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences to make instructional material and content 
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equally available to all.  Project based culminating tasks will provide a variety of 

channels for student contribution. 

 The success of the academy also depends on our ability to recognize the diverse 

instructional needs of our students, not only their diverse talents.  The following 

programs will be implemented to assist us in individualized instruction/ counseling: 

• Individual student/ advisor/ parent conferences to discuss academic progress, 

any behavioral issues, and character development 

• Mentor and tutoring programs pairing upper classmen with incoming freshmen 

• Interaction between students of all grade levels during Aesthetics productions or 

projects 

• Individual learning plans for struggling students  

• A “Seventh Period” study hall implemented as an alternative to after school 

detention 

• On-going tutoring program in all subject areas with teachers.  Teachers tutor 

students based on teacher strength and interest.  This, again, gives an additional 

opportunity for students to meet the entire Aesthetics teaching team 

• Student tutoring programs 

• Extracurricular clubs for special interests 

• Working with Beyond the Bell and providing additional classes for students 

who are in need, after school and on Saturdays.  The Beyond the Bell partnership will 

also support productions and performances that will not fit in the school day.  These 

additional Fine Arts classes are standards-based and help meet the A-G requirements.   

 

In addition, there will be emphasis placed, from the onset, on student preparation for 

entrance into a 4-year college.  They will communicate with past Fremont students who 

graduated and now attend 4-year colleges through a mentoring program and we will have 

guest speakers working in creative industries sharing their career paths with our students.  

We will take fieldtrips to various campuses. We will constantly monitor their progress 
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towards fulfilling A-G requirements on an individual basis facilitated by the lead teacher 

and Mr. Thoa, counselor. Based on the small learning community model, teachers can be 

a part of monitoring each student’s progress in individual classes as well as the progress 

with their A-G requirements.   

Understanding that vision for the future is an essential piece of students staying in school 

and thriving, Aesthetics will continue to begin developing post-graduation plans with 

students as early as ninth grade.  A more concrete plan will be completed and placed in 

each senior’s exit portfolio.  This plan will include a contact or list of contacts that the 

student has made during their work with Aesthetics.  This contact is a person to whom 

they can refer to post graduation for career / college advice, and / or written 

recommendation. 

Aesthetics will build upon the current parent outreach.  Meetings will be scheduled on a 

monthly basis for parents to share ideas and concerns with regard to individual student 

needs as well as help in the planning of current and future Aesthetics programs.  Students 

will also be invited to work side by side with parents and teachers.  Mr. Gieco will 

provide translation.  A phone tree will be established for parents to communicate meeting 

dates, activities and action items.  These meetings can and may be off-campus depending 

on parent and student need and convenience. 

The growing list of community partners: LAPD 77th Precinct, LA Riot Music, KPCC 

radio, A Spirit Within - Mario Calderon (dance), Michel Boyd (dance), Tanya ? – 

Documentary film-maker, will provide opportunities in and beyond the school day.  

These partners work side by side with students to mentor and guide them through various 

artistic projects.   
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Each student’s Service Learning Project will include a community component and will 

take place outside of school and ideally off-campus.   

   

Classroom management problems will hopefully be contained to a minimum, as all 

teachers will participate in monitoring the progress of all students. The SLC will also 

have a fundamental tenet: That all students are treated fairly and with justice. 

Specifically, Aesthetics has developed a comprehensive behavior program that includes 

student reflection and ownership of behavior problems.  Each behavior incident that runs 

counter the common Aesthetics classroom rules will be documented on a spread sheet 

that is placed in a file.  This documentation is the first step in curbing bad student 

choices.  It also provides clear documentation for parents during parent behavior 

intervention conferences.  Additionally, if a problem persists past parent intervention, 

students will be placed on behavior contact.  This contract is written by an intervention 

panel that consists of teachers (teachers will be provided coverage for these meetings if 

hey take place during the school day), parent of the student, and the counselor.  During 

this intervention poor behavior choices are discussed.  An authentic solution is created by 

teachers, parent and student and documented.  The solution contract is based on real and 

tangible actions and choices that the student can make.  It is also understood by all 

stakeholders that a breaking of this contact results in school suspension or Opportunity 

Transfer to another school. This behavior plan is endorsed and supported by the Assistant 

Principal in charge of discipline. 
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All behavior contracts and academic progress is kept current by the lead teacher and kept 

on file in room 118 (Aesthetics office).  Additionally, a master of all IEPs and testing 

data will kept here as well as given to individual teachers so that they can address the 

specific needs of students in differentiate instruction accordingly. 

 

Common strategies, philosophies, and classroom practices will help bridge each to 

student from grade to grade.  Examples of these include Reading Apprenticeship, 

backwards standards-based lesson planning and assessment, cross-curricular planning 

between English and social studies, portfolio and culminating task assessment and project 

based teaching and learning.  Teachers work together to create these common practices so 

that transitions from class to class and grade to grade are easier for students and parents.    

 

 

5. Accountability and Distributed Leadership 

Governance and Decision-Making will be distributed throughout the SLC. Members of 

the Small Learning Community will work together to ensure that decision-making is fair, 

equitable and distributed throughout all levels of the SLC. Vision and implementation are 

overseen by James Altuner.  Overall coordination of the SLC is currently carried out by 

Aimee Allen, lead teacher. Aimee also facilitates as a Project Manager ensuring that the 

SLC’s various theme-based projects have the resources it needs. The student production 

team is facilitated by the lead teacher but supported by all teachers according to each 

individual project.  In addition, a student leadership team and advisory board has 

emerged, incorporating the opinions of students and parents as often, and as regularly, as 



Aesthetics Final Proposal    24 

possible, so that future direction may be equitably and fairly guided by the involvement 

and inclusion of all stakeholders. Flyers and evidence of their involvement is included at 

the end of these documents.  

Val Holwerda will oversee the college culture of Aesthetics assisting students in the 

college application process and entrance requirements.  Alberto Geico will oversee parent 

events and parent communication.  We are currently in the process of establishing 

leadership in each artistic discipline (i.e Allen will oversee dance and drama, Hanel will 

oversee music production and guitar, Gieco film, and so on).   

Currently, we are also including students in our Professional Development, utilizing such 

shared partnerships as with The Skirball Center, to allow our students to come back and 

teach us, the teachers, what they have learned. These opportunities have been very 

exciting and we look forward to continued growth and development in this area. 

The 2006-2007 school years will also see the inception of the first Aesthetics Production 

Class under the guidance of Ms. Allen. Parent leaders have also emerged and we look 

forward to including their participation in our school-wide leadership planning. 

  

6. Collaboration/Parent and Community Engagement: The Aesthetics Academy will 

utilize the PRC (Parent’s Resource Center) in room 118 to bring in parents and will focus 

on utilizing parental involvement to complete its vision. This kind of involvement was 

initiated this year when students were asked to bring parents in to participate in the 

creation and implementation of various culminating tasks. In addition, parents will be 

“recruited” at Midterm Open House nights to contribute to various projects.  
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The SLC’s open and communicative relationship with parents, the community, and 

students will also provide a positive climate for our SLC’s development. The SLC will 

also provide avenues for internship experience and community involvement with our 

community partners developing a student sense of personal responsibility and the 

confidence to contribute professionally as creative, innovative, and productive 

individuals.  They will actually witness first hand how-to skills learned within the 

academy transfer to the adult working world and will be exposed to the multitude of 

opportunities for creative careers closely tied to their interests.   

 Round-table discussions provided regularly will allow students a forum to share, 

debate and dissect viewpoints in ways that allow for active listening and appropriate 

responding. And we envision an Aesthetics Website wherein students would create an 

internet website managing, viewing and posting their work, making it accessible to all, 

including their parents so that accessibility to our SLC would be even more inclusive, 

transparent and continuous.  

The SLC will also have community building events throughout the year such as 

barbeques, softball games, and other festivities in which parents will not only be invited, 

but help to plan. 

 

Our SLC has also begun work with outside Community Educational Agencies. A 

sampling of current involvements are described below: 

  

Plymouth Theater- A semi-professional theater in East Hollywood that offers the use of 

space, facilitates, and other membership to supplement work initiated in the SLC. This 



Aesthetics Final Proposal    26 

involvement would provide and opportunity for our students to engage with the world 

outside of Fremont on a semi-regular basis, as well as provide an outreach opportunity. 

 

Skirball Center- A recent meeting with Skirball Cultural members, in association with 

Fremont counselor, A. Talley, indicates the potential for future involvement with the 

museum. Discussions have focused on involvement of our students, as well as the 

possibility of the creation of a website revolving around the theme of “Family and its 

place in our society and culture.” This would be in conjunction with the Skirball Center’s 

“Family in a Suitcase” Program. 

 

77th Street Police Station – Some of our students from our Leadership team, along with 

members of other communities have begun a partnership with the local Police Advisory 

Board (The PCAB) working actively with other members of the community in serving 

this board. These kinds of involvements are also providing opportunities for our students 

to develop stronger communication skills and are opening up a host of possible future 

directions for our academy in terms of service work and service learning. 

 

Various Cultural Centers and Other Schools- We envision the involvement of cultural 

centers and other schools in the community as a form of outreach and joint involvement. 

In its fullest sense, the Aesthetics Academy will serve the community it is part of, 

bringing work from within the school into the community, serving as a hub and, 

hopefully, bridging a gap that has existed for far too long. 
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Parents will participate in Aesthetics productions and projects based on their own 

interests.  These opportunities will arise based on current projects produced by the 

Aesthetics production team.  Particularly, when available, parents and family members 

will perform alongside students to create art that transforms the community.   

 

Twice a year, teachers, parents and partners will participate in an assessment process to 

evaluate the progress of Aesthetics in terms of vision.   The SLC rubric will be used to 

assess the implementation of the attributes.   Additionally, parents will meet regularly to 

deal with day to day implementation and address concerns.  These concerns and 

implementation challenges will be discussed with team teachers by the lead teacher for 

teachers who are not present.   

 

Professional development will be used to examine student work in each content area.   

This time is structured and deliberate to ensure useable teaching strategies examined.  

This essential and on-going collaboration assures that student’s needs are being met.   

 

For the 2006-7 school years, as mentioned earlier, whole classes will visit other 

Aesthetics classes twice a year.  The class that is being visited will present their current 

culminating task.  For example, Ms. Edelman’s 1st period 11th grade English class will 

visit Mr. Hanel’s 9th grade Integrated Science class to watch a particular lab.  In tern, Mr. 

Norris’ government class will visit Ms. Edelman’s English class to observe the creation 

of Greek urns for her unit on Greek Mythology.  This model has several benefits.  This 

allows Aesthetics teachers to see effective culminating tasks.  It also allows students in 
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different grade levels to meet and share academic achievements.  This will also support 

the growth of building a community of learners across all grade levels and content areas.   

As mentioned earlier, data will be used effectively to shape instruction.  Current data will 

be obtained and maintained by the lead teacher and distributed to teachers.  This data will 

drive instruction.  Special attention will be given to students who are on the boarder line 

between CST designations.  Moreover, students will be made aware of their own data.  

This allows for student and parent ownership of academic achievement.  Each student 

will establish his / her own tangible goal.  Along with goal will be a set of student created 

strategies to reach those goals (i.e. talking to the text, note-taking, time management and 

knowing when to seek tutoring).   

All Aesthetics stakeholders are given to opportunity to participate in decision making and 

strategizing.  This participation will take place during professional development, weekly 

Aesthetics meetings and monthly parent meetings.   In addition, the lead teacher and one 

other teacher will build the master schedule in the spring with the other Fremont small 

learning communities.  The desires of the entire Aesthetics team will be implemented by 

those two teachers.   

Facilities decisions and needs of Aesthetics will be addressed by the lead teacher in the 

School Wide Design Team and any other school – wide facilities committees.   

 

7. Professional Development 

The Aesthetics SLC’s Professional Development program will focus on ways and means 

of improving classroom instruction through primarily focusing on reading-

comprehension strategies (Reading Apprenticeship), writing strategies and peer 
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assessment (Writer’s Workshop) and developing test-taking skills (using standards-based 

instruction). Student work samples and student input (through our Leadership Design 

Team) will be utilized to shape and inform instruction. Also, as mentioned earlier, student 

input, involvement and participation in our professional development process will be key 

– perhaps even our guiding central philosophy in the 2006-7 school years. Our PD will be 

informed by regular reflection on student work and state standards and practices. These 

discussions have been very useful in the past in terms of discovering what works, what 

doesn’t work and how to make improvements to our instructional model. 

In addition, we have submitted a proposal to John C. Fremont’s administration with 

regard to utilizing funds toward creating and sustaining an SLC-developed PD program 

for the 2006 -2007 school year. Areas of interest and special focus are facilitating and 

better using common planning time, developing instructional practice, bringing in 

motivational speakers, developing ways of teaching test-taking skills and improving 

reading comprehension and cultural literacy. Highest on our agenda will be the 

development and inclusion of common reading strategies that our students can use across 

all content areas. In addition, PD will be extended this year by the inclusion of common 

planning time outside of the school day in order to include all Aesthetics team members. 

Common planning periods will be implemented in the 2007-8 school year with the help 

of the School Improvement Facilitators and outside providers. We believe that this 

approach will lead to higher levels of success in the learning/teaching process and we 

hope the end result of our PD will help to create and sustain an environment of higher, 

and more sophisticated learning, for all of our students. 
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[ INSERT SCHOOL IMPACT REPORT PAGES HERE ] 
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Aesthetics SLC 
John C. Fremont High School 
 
James Altuner 
John C. Fremont High School 
7676 South San Pedro 
Los Angeles, CA 90003 
Tel. 323-758-4141, ext.293 
 
To:  Dr. Sylvia Rousseau 
 District I Superintendent 
 10616 S. Western 
 Los Angeles, CA 
 
April 5th, 2004 
 
 

Dear Dr. Rousseau, 
 
Please find enclosed a Letter of Intent summarizing a proposed Small learning 
Community (SLC) for John. C. Fremont High School. Our goal is to initiate 
implementation of this SLC in July, 2004 with a focus on incoming ninth graders, 
supplemented by eleventh graders. The SLC will be, in its initial design, an A-Track SLC 
only. We look forward to augmenting its implementation across all tracks and grade 
levels over the next two years. Our target student population is 160 incoming ninth 
graders, supplemented by 11th graders. 

 
I have enclosed a Letter of Intent for your review as well as some ancillary materials. As 
we are still developing portions of the program, this letter, by no means, completely 
addresses all processes and procedures regarding implementation of such an academy, 
but is designed to give you an overview of our current thinking and our intent to 
implement an academy designed to focus on aesthetics and the visual and performing 
arts. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding this program. I 
can be reached at 323-758-4141, ext. 293. Thank you for your support and for your 
consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James Altuner 
Instructor, John C. Fremont High School 
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Letter of Intent 
 

Aesthetics SLC  
- A Small Learning Community at John C. Fremont High School -  
 
 
Rationale and Genesis of the Aesthetics SLC 
 
This Aesthetics Academy grew out of a movement to establish a Performing Arts 
Academy at Fremont four years ago. This movement was originally spearheaded by 
various members of Fremont’s Drama Department and was shelved due to lack of 
resources for implementation. As  SLC’s have become a predominant focus in education, 
it seemed am opportune time to reinitiate dialogue about an academy related to the arts, 
particularly since so many in our community have iterated a conviction that the arts and 
arts-related education can be a powerful learning and teaching tool with regard to our 
students’ diverse needs. Materials related to strategies and implementation of such an 
academy are attached at the end of this document. 
 
However, it seemed that a Performing Arts Academy could be augmented to interrelate 
and connect diverse, and seemingly unrelated, content areas. The primary rationale for an 
Aesthetics SLC would be to incorporate the principles of aesthetics, utilizing diverse and 
various art forms to enhance learning so that students and teachers connect various 
content areas (i.e., Music to Mathematics, Science to the Visual Arts, Theater to English, 
to suggest only a few possible combinations) and transform that understanding and 
learning into unique, creative, educational and diverse presentations, performances or 
exhibitions. Such a small learning community could greatly enhance learning and 
teaching at Fremont High School in that it would utilize and incorporate the very heart of 
the scaffolding lesson. Such a learning community would explore and attempt to answer 
questions such as: “How can one use diverse teaching methodologies that make academic 
content salient and accessible to students?” “And how can one more effectively use 
creativity and SDAIE techniques (which are often found in the arts) to teach academic 
content in various areas?” 
 
Answers to such questions could be potentially uncovered in an Aesthetics Academy, 
making content accessible to students who are “at risk” (due to their test scores or due to 
inadequate writing or reading comprehension skills). These students often fall through the 
cracks in our educational system because content seems to become more and more 
inaccessible to them. Scaffolding allows such students a way in to the material, a way to 
access and learn concepts that stimulates the process of making interconnections and 
accessing prior learning. 
 
Further, such a small learning community would enhance a 
transformation already begun at our school by providing 
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greater articulation across departments and content areas 
and by further establishing the high school as a “hub” 
within our community, a place where education supports, 
nurtures and is accountable to the community. The thinking 
is that such a small learning community would be similar to 
a performing arts magnet or academy but would utilize 
more diverse art forms than those that are used traditionally 
and for the purposes of more creative and interesting 
output. 
 
Purpose of the Aesthetics SLC 
 
The purpose and rationale for an Aesthetics Academy would be to enhance, embellish 
and crystallize a movement already initiated at John C. Fremont High School wherein a 
greater number of teachers and students are participating in the performing arts and 
arts/aesthetics-related events on campus. For instance, over the last year we have seen 
Poetry Slams, Multi-Cultural Events and Historical Exhibitions. In addition, we have 
seen Productions of Shakespeare, Ionesco and student-written plays and performance arts 
pieces. Two of our students have gone on to earn prized Hollywood roles professionally 
acting in movies and television (the features “Crazy Beautiful” and “Holes”) and recently 
acclaimed Playwright Mark Swinton praised Fremont students for their initiative in 
pursuing involvement in an upcoming musical, “Ephraim’s Song,” produced by Russell 
Simmons and sponsored by school board members. A full-scale production of “Grease” 
is also in the making for this spring, bringing together 75 students and faculty members 
from various content areas in what will be the first full-length main stage production in 
Fremont’s newly-renovated auditorium in decades (the last main stage show was reputed 
to have been performed, perhaps, some time in the 70’s!) These are extraordinary 
developments and the Aesthetics Academy hopes to capitalize on this momentum. 
 
The Vital Role of the Aesthetics SLC in the Community 
 
Central to this small learning community’s role would be its place in providing for the 
community. A few words on “community.” We use the term community in its broadest 
and narrowest sense; hence, the community could be defined as: 
 

• Members of the community, i.e., parents or staff 
• One class 
• Groups of classes 
• The FHS staff and faculty 
• The Entire student Body 
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• Diverse members of our community – Parents, Businesses, Residents, Family 
Members 

• Local School District I, including administrators to other schools in our District 
 
Mechanics & Function of the SLC 
 
The primary function of an Aesthetics SLC at Fremont would be to provide teachers at 
students the opportunity to utilize the Culminating Task in challenging, diverse and 
creative ways. Major Culminating Tasks would utilize diverse skills to present an artifact 
or a series of artifacts to the community. Such artifacts could be theatrical presentations, 
science fairs, poetry slams, musical concerts, exhibits that focused on a predominant 
theme (i.e., The Underground Railway, or The Holocaust), Learning Museums, forums, 
discussions, roundtables or debates. Culminating Tasks would then be presented to our 
community. In a way, this kind of work has already begun at Fremont High School. In 
the past academic year we have seen poetry slams that were attended to sold-out capacity 
by students, a Shakespeare Festival (Shakespearean Monologue Contest) judged by 
teachers and administrators, A Multi-Media Outdoor Festival for Latino Heritage Day, A 
Black History “Walk of Fame” (utilizing chalk art, sculpture, photography, Math, 
History, Physical Education and Film to celebrate prominent African Americans and 
themes related to African American culture and history), and a 9/11 Memorial Exhibit. 
 
Standards 
 
Students in this small learning community would be evaluated for mastery of the 
standard/s they have learned in the following manner. Students would “culminate the 
standard” by performing or presenting (as discussed earlier) and by, in addition, creating 
lesson plans and or supplemental materials that could be used to assist other students to 
learn or teachers to teach. For instance, the performance of a play such as “As You Like 
It” could obviously provide a valuable learning experience for many learners in such 
different content areas as English, Drama, Stagecraft, Music, or History but in our small 
learning community, there would also be a provision made to provide for the learning 
experiences of the viewers. In this learning community, visiting audience members would 
be provided with information, teachers with lesson packets – all of which would be 
created by students in the aesthetics academy. Thus, students would be taught to make the 
connections and provide a learning experience for their peers. Similarly, “museum-style” 
exhibits would be accompanied by material written by students to enhance the visitor’s or 
the audience’s experiences or discussions or “round-tables” would be created to further 
process and learn from the experience of the event. 
 
Grades Served 
 
The goal of the SLC is to eventually serve all grades. This will take time, though. At 
inception, we envision the SLC focusing on ninth graders, complemented and 
supplemented with eleventh grade involvement. The size of the SLC would be, as it 
currently stands, 160 incoming ninth graders and 60 eleventh graders. The role of upper 



Aesthetics Final Proposal    38 

classmen in our SLC cannot be underestimated as they will “lead the way,” through their 
prior involvement and experiences at Fremont High School. 
  
Final Thoughts 
 
The possibilities inherent in this type of small learning community are as diverse and as 
varied as any possible connection that can be made between any two content areas. We 
envision multi-media exhibits that celebrate the birth of the atom to actual re-creations of 
professional style exhibits, such as those found in the Museum of Science. We envision 
Drama and Music students coming together to adapt children’s books into full-length 
plays that would travel and entertain students in neighboring elementary schools as 
children’s theater, addressing standards associated with reading, writing and making 
multi-media presentations. Round-table/Ethics discussions will allow students a forum to 
share, debate and dissect viewpoints in ways that allow for active listening and 
appropriate responding. Film, which is can be misused as a learning/teaching tool, could 
here be utilized in ways that relate to various aesthetic principles in dynamic, clear and 
relevant ways, actually incorporated into viable lesson plans. And the final forum, that 
could make all of this material accessible to one and all would be the internet – we 
envision an Aesthetics Website wherein students would create an internet website 
managing, viewing and posting their work, making it accessible to all, including their 
parents. 
 
 
Potential Members of the Academy 
 
Designated Contact Person 
 

• James Altuner (H: 310-395-1997) (W: 323-758-4141, ext. 293) 
(Jaltuner@aol.com) 
 
LAUSD Teachers Forming Initial Design Team 
 

• Mr. James Altuner (310-395-1997) Jaltuner@aol.com 
• Ms. Tina Pederson 
• Mrs. Mattingly-Edelman 

 
 
Parents 
 
Parental involvement at Fremont High School has in the past been, unfortunately, 
lacking. Over the last two years, with the recent change in administration and the 
implementation of the Parents’ Resource Center, parental involvement has been 
improving. 
 
The Aesthetics Academy will utilize the PRC (Parent’s Resource Center) to bring in 
Parents and will focus on utilizing parental involvement to complete its vision. This kind 
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of involvement was initiated this year when students were asked to bring parents in to 
participate in the creation and implementation of various culminating tasks. In addition, 
parents were “recruited” at Midterm Open Houses for various projects.  
 
Students 
 
The SLC will be seeking students who have an active interest in the arts. The focus of the 
SLC, as currently envisioned, will involve 9th graders primarily, supplemented by upper 
classmen. We see the need for some presence of upper classmen in the SLC to provide 
support, assistance and guidance for the incoming freshmen providing, in addition, an 
opportunity to mentor and be mentored. Currently, we would implement the program 
with approximately 160 ninth graders and 60 upper classmen. 
 
Community/Partner Organizations/Various 
Stakeholders 
 
 Plymouth Theater – A semi-professional theater in East Hollywood that offers 
the use of space, facilities and members to supplement work initiated in the SLC. This 
involvement would provide an opportunity for our students to engage with the world 
outside Fremont on a semi-regular basis, as well as provide an interesting outreach 
opportunity. 
 
 Skirball Center – A recent meeting with Skirball Cultural Center members, in 
association with Fremont counselor, A. Talley, indicate the potential for future 
involvement with the Center. Discussions have focused on involvement and teaching 
opportunities for our students, as well as the possibility of the creation of a website 
revolving around the theme of “family and it’s place in our society and culture.” This 
would be in conjunction with the Skirball Center’s “Family in a Suitcase” Program. 
Documentation and a sample Teacher’s Guide distributed at the meeting are attached. 
 
   Various Cultural Centers and Other Schools – We envision the involvement of 
cultural centers and other schools in the community as a form of outreach and joint 
involvement. In its fullest sense, the Aesthetics Academy will serve the community it is 
part of, bringing work from within the school into the community, serving as a hub and, 
hopefully, bridging a gap that has existed for far too long. Perhaps, for us, the most 
exciting part of such a learning community will be that component – that students will 
demonstrate mastery of standards in various content areas and do so in a way that is 
engaging, creative, public and accountable to various stakeholders. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James Altuner 
Fremont High School 
323-758-4141, ext. 293 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

Aesthetics SLC 
 

Upon submission of the Letter of Intent, design teams are entitled to receive professional 
development and technical support. What are the greatest challenges that you can foresee 
at this time to completing your work? What assistance do you need? Please place an X 
Mark next to all items that apply and attach to you letter of intent. 
 
___Attribute Analysis  ___Resilience Building 
___Vision Creation/identity  X__Youth Development Strategies 
_X__Student Outcomes _X_Advisories  
_X__Community Outreach _X_Leadership Roles 
___Matrix _X__Bell Schedules 
___School-to-work transition ___Contract issues/waivers 
_X_Academic requirements: A-G ___Best practices 
___Content Integration __ Articulation 
___Assesments/evaluation _X__Budgets 
_X__Alterations to facilities  
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Aesthetics 
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Ancillary 
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z
The long term goal of our 
SLC is simple: Education 
through various arts-based 
projects, involving your 
creative self, to instruct your 
community, to make 
connections heretofore 
unknown and to challenge 
your school to become a 
better place, preparing 
yourself to become a 
lifelong learner, ready for 
high school, ready for 
college, ready for LIFE. 

Goals of our Community Academy of 
Aesthetics & 
Communication 
Arts 

Our Vision 
 To teach & educate students 
via the principles of 
aesthetics, utilizing diverse 
and various art forms to 
enhance learning so that 
students are able to make 
connections between their 
classes and transform what 
they have learned into 
unique & creative 
presentations & 
performances 
 

Tel: 323-758-4141 ext.293 

 

STUDENT-OWNED & 
OPERATED!!! 

Aesthetics & Communication – 
Media & The Arts in Education 

AESTHETICS SLC- 
AT JOHN C. FREMONT 

H HIGH SCHOOL 

 
Home of the Pathfinders 
Phone: 323-758-4141 ext.293 
 
Email: Jaltuner@aol.com 

John C. Fremont High School 
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    Aesthetics at the Getty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aesthetics 

In the world of education, there are      

many different paths. Aesthetics 

challenges you to make connections and 

to see things in  unusual  and creative 

ways. The Aesthetics SLC creates 

projects you can participate in and 

contribute to. Joint us!  

Our Teachers: 

Ms. Petersen    Ms. Hurst 

Mr. Drenckhan    Ms. 

Holwerda 

Mr. Gieco    Mr. Altuner 

Mr. Lincoln    Mr. Allen 

Ms. Hsu    Mr. Carson 

Mr. Ali-Copeland   Ms. Allen 

Mrs. Edelman 

 

Event Schedule 
Here is a list of projects you can help create: 

Cinco De Mayo & Latino Heritage 
   A multi-media event celebrating Latino Culture 

Haunted House 
Class Environments will be transformed! See 
The Salem Witch Trial and create the 
monsters of Mythology! Next year, we will be 
working with the 77th Street Police Station at 
large to make the police station a Haunted 
House with a  Day of the Dead Parade for 
the entire community! 

Plays 
      “Fences” a Pay Celebrating Black History 

            “Grease”         “The Wiz” 

                    Poetry Slams 

Skirball Center 
Students will help The Skirball Center create a 

museum program based on immigrant & 
cultural issues. 

Parent Student Pot Luck  

Parents, students and teachers will meet and 
eat in the cafeteria. 

Community Involvement 

Work with your community to develop 
outreach projects and  programs tot support, 

build and strengthen your community. 

Fremont Radio & Television Station 

 

   Questionnaire Form 
The Aesthetics Academy is looking for students 
who are interested in careers in three areas 
1) Media & Entertainment  
                    Movies/Music/ Internet  
2) Community Involvement & Politics                                  
Working in government 
3) Communications (Television & Radio). 
 We want to use many field trips service work 
& job experience to prepare you for college 
and life.    
We want to ensure that your days at Fremont 
are fun and meaningful   
We want you to make our motto, “STUDENT-
OWNED & OPERATED,” REAL!  If this sounds 
like you, check us out.  
 
Drop by our Aesthetics Café (Room 118, 
behind the auditorium) on Fridays at lunch. 
 
  

 Which event appeals to 
you the most? Please 
rank them in the order 
of your interest. 

Would you like to 
participate as a student 
representative helping 
to design curriculum & 
various projects? 

     Yes 

     No 

     I’m not sure 

Do you want more info 
on our academy? 

If you want more info, 
let us know how to 
reach you(Optional)  

  Yes   Your Tel.: 

  No   2nd Period Room #: 

  I’m not sure   Your email: 
Please return to Ms. Petersen’s or Mr. Altuner’s 
Box. 
Comments (if any) – Let us know what you think: 
 

 

Name 

Address 

 

 

Phone 
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Academy of Aesthetics & 
Communication Arts 

(AACA) 
“STUDENT-OWNED & OPERATED!” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you interested in the arts?  
If yes, then maybe Aesthetics is the learning community for you. 

 

The Aesthetics SLC gives you the opportunity to:  

• educate yourself through various arts-based projects 

• use your creative self to give back to your community 

• challenge your school to become a better place 

• prepare yourself to become a lifelong learner, ready for high school,  

ready for college, ready for LIFE! 

    Teachers in the community: 
 

     Mr. Altuner     Ms. Denson 

    Mr. Drenckhan Ms. Holwerda 

    Mr. Gieco     Ms. Petersen 

    Mr. Lincoln     Mr. Norris 

    Ms. Kepple     Mr. Carson 

    Mr. Hanel     Ms. Allen 

    Mrs. Edelman   

(Designed by Marianet Tirado, Aesthetics Student Owned and Operated  
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Narrative 

Aesthetics SLC 

 

The Academy of Aesthetics & Communication Arts (AACA) is a career-oriented school-

within-a-school at Fremont High School sanctioned by District 7 (District Letter of 

Approval attached) headed towards its second year of implementation. The academy’s 

goals and vision are united by a three-tiered approach: i) To educate & prepare students 

for the academic rigors of higher education, ii) To prepare students for careers in one of 

three potential career pathways (Media & Communications, The Arts & Community 

Involvement) and iii) To create life-long learners with advanced communication and 

presentation skills, so essential in today’s workplace. Our primary focus is to maximize 

student achievement through a specially designed curriculum educating students via 

dynamic principles inherent in diverse arts forms and multi-media and to exposing 

students early on to diverse and rich vocabulary related to their career pathways. 

During their four years in our academy (grades 9-12), students will be encouraged to 

enlarge their capacity to think by finding, learning and making connections between the 

various content areas (i.e., a math teacher might utilize music to teach math, or a science 

teacher could manipulate visual arts to teach students biology or physics). Since we are 

asking students to transform their understanding of the academic material into creative, 

unique, educational and, often, entertaining presentations such as performances, visual art 

projects, displays, portfolios, digital products, exhibitions or multi-media events, it is 
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essential that learning be coordinated through team teaching, vertically and horizontally 

across the curriculum. Teaching is united by thematic strands that develop students’ 

learning and professional skills by utilizing culminating tasks in challenging, and creative 

ways, i.e., forums, discussions, television and radio programs, roundtables, poetry 

exhibits, theater or debates. Thus, an historical event such as The Underground Railway 

can thematically unite classes in History, English, Drama, Music and even math to create 

a multi-media event reflecting students’ academic understanding of the material. Recent 

examples of this kind of work have already been implemented: Multi-Media Events 

celebrating Latino Heritage Day and Black History Month (utilizing chalk art, sculpture, 

photography, math, history, physical education and film) and the development of a 

culture-based program with our partners at the Skirball Center & The Getty Museum. 

In short, we are asking students to take on the job of demonstrating mastery of the 

Standards through some form of presentation and to work cooperatively, a much needed 

skill in the workplace of the twenty-first century. 

The possibilities inherent in this type of academy are as diverse and as varied as any 

possible connection that can be made between any two academic content areas. Multi-

media exhibitions can celebrate the birth of the atom. Childrens’ books can be 

transformed into full-length presentations that travel and entertain students in neighboring 

elementary schools. Round-table/Ethics discussions provide students a forum to debate 

and dissect viewpoints in ways that allow for active listening and appropriate responding 

– both valuable tools for the workplace. Film, often misused as a teaching tool, could be 

utilized in ways that document and “teach back” the learning process through a “student-
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owned and operated” AACA Website, promoting internet website management skills & a 

forum where their work and be posted, making it accessible to all, including their parents. 

Students enrolled in the AACA academy begin a rigorous theme-based learning program 

that takes them on a learning journey from the 9th-12th grades. Our academy offers 3 

career strands: 1) Media & Communication 2) The Film & Television Arts and 3) 

Community/Political Involvement. All career strands also incorporate preparation for 

college through a four-year program (grades 9-12) and each strand contains career themes 

embedded within it. For instance, the Community/Politics strand would contain such 

diverse areas as community organizing, social services and politics. Media 

Communications contains learning strands for TV & radio production, publishing, print 

and Internet. Freshmen are required to take a computer/technology class to form the basis 

for the technological skills they require. While media communications is integrated into 

their computer class, cultural literacy is integrated into their ninth grade Life Skills class. 

Students choose their specific career focus in the eleventh grade, deepening their 

understanding through selected courses, internships and field experiences directed toward 

their career choice until matriculation in the twelfth grade. This specially designed 

curriculum (including at least three core academic courses per semester) supports a high 

level of achievement while enabling students to successfully pursue their interests to the 

next level (higher education & beyond).   Below is our current Student Four Year Plan: 

9th Grade 
• English 9AB* 
• PE 
• Algebra 1AB or Geometry AB 
• Life Skills /Project Management 
• Integrated Science or Biology AB 
• Computers (Media/Technology) 

10th Grade 
• English 10AB 
• PE/Dance/Movement 
• Geometry AB or Algebra II 
• World History AB 
• Biology AB or Chemistry 
• Foreign Language I 
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11th Grade 
• American Lit/Comp 
• Algebra 2AB  
• US History AB 
• Chemistry, Physics or elective 
• Foreign Language II 
• Elective- in focus area (*Bold 

Listings are A-G requirements) 

12th Grade 
• World Lit/Comp 
• Pr. Am. Dem/Econ 
• Internship/Work Experience in 

chosen career pathway 
• Foreign Language 
• AP Class or Visual Arts Elective 
• Elective-Related to focus area 

 

Students would personalize their curriculum by choosing appropriate electives in the 11th 

& 12th grades pertaining to their chosen career strands: Community Outreach, Band, 

Choir, Acting, TV Production, Radio, Stage Design, Film, PE/Advanced Dance, Web 

Design, Film Production, Cultural & Media Literacy, Publishing and various AP Courses. 

Job placement and articulation with local colleges such as Santa Monica College are 

currently being worked on. 

 

II. Student Enrollment/ Recruitment (Portions implemented, Portions In Progress) 

Our current enrollment in the academy is 250 students. By the 2005-06 school year, our 

enrollment will increase by 80% to 450 students and we will have achieved our full 

enrollment capacity. The students will be distributed evenly during this first year of full 

implementation, approximately 110 students in each of the four grade levels (9-12).  

Students will enter the academy through a balanced and fully-inclusive process facilitated 

with the input of the following school-based staff: Counselors, The SchoolWide Design 

Team (SWDT), & teachers from within our academy. Counselors will seek out students 

with potential interests in our academy. The SWDT provides overall guidelines, clarifies 

enrollment procedures and ensures equity. Eligibility requirements are determined by 

successful completion of middle school and through student preference sheets (sample 
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attached). Thus, students choose their academy based upon interest and/or career choices, 

listing their first, second and third choices. 

Information regarding the academy is also disseminated in the following ways: In early 

April we will represent our academy with a booth at our school fair. We are also 

currently publishing an “Introduction to The Aesthetics Academy” handbook which will 

address expectations, career strands and pathways. Many of our projects and 

presentations also attract students through word of mouth and free publicity. For instance, 

last year’s production of “Grease” whetted student interest in our academy. This year, we 

hope that productions such as The Wiz will tour our feeder schools thus exposing 

students to our academy prior to their freshman year. 

In addition, we currently have a team of 15 students and 8 parents on our AACA Student 

Council & Advisory committee. This council participates in the creation and 

implementation of PD, sends representatives to our School Wide Task Force Meetings, 

helps organize faculty/ parent/ student activities, and facilitates academy productions and 

projects.  We advertise our academy as “Student Owned and Operated” and these 

elements help to make it so. Through this process parents and students participate in 

advertising and promoting our community. In addition, we promote a lunchtime 

Aesthetics Café, Aesthetica (student journal publication) and The AACA Newsletter & 

The AACA brochure (sample attached).  Also, a team of students, parents, and faculty are 

putting together a documentary depicting our inception for this year’s school fair. 

Included will be footage from this past year’s academy productions with student, parent, 

and teacher testimonials. 

 



Aesthetics Final Proposal    51 

III. Faculty (Portions implemented, Portions In Progress) 

Currently, our academy utilizes 11 teachers teaching in all of the major subject areas (2 

Math, 2 Science, 4 English, 1 History, 1 Life Skills and 1 PE) with electives currently 

offered in Drama, Music, Community Outreach & Leadership. As our student enrollment 

increases next year, so will our teaching staff. Next school year, 2005-06, all of our 

academy teachers will be teaching academy students for at least 5 periods per day. As 

stated and described earlier, teaching focuses on theme-based units which connect 

between all areas of the curriculum. Lesson planning occurs mutually during conference 

periods and during planned after-school sessions. Teachers utilize a matrix (attached) for 

lesson planning that is endorsed by our District Superintendent, Dr. Sylvia Rousseau. 

Staff will also be augmented by professional instructors/mentors from the real world in 

areas such as radio, video, theater, television, politics and community involvement. An 

alliance with The Media Aid Center (letter attached) has already begun providing our 

students with valuable intern opportunities and mentor support in areas as diverse as 

technical skills, career counseling and job shadowing. In addition, Unite LA (letter 

attached) has also agreed to provide speakers that will focus on developing career and life 

skills further, as well as provide additional technical support (to be determined). 

Currently, staff utilizes some PD time to support specific academy planning and inter-

departmental curriculum planning. By July, 2005 all PD, except for departmental needs, 

will be addressed, planned and implemented by academy teachers and students. Students 

have, in fact, already utilized some PD time “teaching-back” to teachers what they have 

learned on field trips, for instance. These opportunities provide for positive Teacher-

Student interactions and provide students with an opportunity to develop their 
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presentation skills further. Common planning time is currently divided between 4th and 

5th periods. We are looking forward to having one common planning period during the 

05-06 school year - Students will be taking PE as an academy, strategically freeing up 

time for teachers to meet  

 

IV. Administrative Support/ Management (In-Place& Implemented) 

James Altuner is the current coordinator of the academy, working on a part-time basis, 3 

periods per day on Academy needs. His responsibilities include, oversight, creating & 

implementing academy Professional Development, ascertaining & ordering academy 

supplies, coordinating academy meetings, working with parent and student groups, 

developing curriculum, developing future plans, facilitating advisory council meetings, 

articulation with other communities, participation in School Wide Design Team (SWDT) 

Meetings, designing theme-based learning & cross-curricular thematic units, project 

management, recruiting students and promoting articulation with administration. The 

academy works primarily with Counselor, Mr. Thao, and as of July 1st, 2005, the 

academy will have him dedicated as a counselor assigned to the program. Current 

administrative oversight and assistance is provided by AP, Ms. Mary Hill. Next year, we 

anticipate a full-time coordinator (Mr. Altuner) with 2 other teachers, Ms. Petersen and 

Ms. Allen working as co-cordinators. Ms. Petersen will oversee Project Management and 

Ms. Allen will work as 9th Grade Coordinator, providing guidance for incoming 

freshmen, in preparation for their road ahead. 

 
 


