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Arts and Humanities 

 
The Arts and Humanities Small Learning Community fosters academic 

achievement through an exploration of visual and performing arts as well as the study of 
humanities.  A&H develops students’ understanding of themselves and the diversity of 
others through exploration of the fine arts and critical examination of human constructs 
i.e. culture, philosophy and language.  A&H recognizes students’ unique voices, nurtures 
their academic and artistic talents, and launches their journey as life-long learners. A&H 
strives to be student centered.  The faculty, staff, students, parents and the stakeholder 
community commit to the ongoing process of collaboration to ensure that a “student first” 
learning community prevails. 

 
A&H students receive instruction from a highly qualified faculty who motivate students 
and design lessons that get students excited about learning. Students will have access to 
the courses necessary to graduate which include A-G, Advanced Placement, Honors, 
Sheltered and Special Education. Teachers will facilitate the learning process by 
engaging students in an individualized, rigorous, and accountable academic environment 
that emphasizes critical and creative thinking and expression within a standards-based 
framework. Students demonstrate mastery of acquired skills and concepts through 
conventional and authentic assessments including the completion of collaborative 
culminating projects. Technology will be infused throughout the curriculum in order to 
support and enhance the quality of students’ products and performances. 

 
Teachers challenge students to problem-solve and exceed the requirements and 
expectations of the standards-based curriculum.  Teachers individualize instruction and 
demonstrate authentic caring by doing what is necessary to ensure students have 
appropriate classes and receive guidance and support with academic and career goals.  
Teachers work to establish a safe, “risk free” learning environment where students are 
respected and valued.  
 
Learning transcends the physical walls of the school community and involves the 
stakeholder community through partnerships with alumni, families, businesses, and 
community organizations.  Such partnerships and collaborations build the foundation for 
internships, research initiatives, career opportunities, productions, exhibitions, and travel 
for extended educational experiences.  Arts and Humanities seek to engender students 
who pursue academic excellence and accept social responsibility. As a result of the 
learnings, relationships and experiences that students are exposed Arts and Humanities 
will develop the skills as well as commitment needed to become productive citizens who 
will leave their communities better than they inherited them. 
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Identity 
 
The Arts and Humanities will be located in the “C building”. This location is accessible 
to all students including those with disabilities. This location also enables students to 
participate in courses held in the drama room, the choir room, the band room, art class 
rooms and the auditorium.  
 
Arts and Humanities will foster the social and academic well being of the student by 
supporting students with gaining an appreciation of diverse cultures and how these 
cultures have expressed themselves through the arts, language, philosophy and other 
forms of human endeavors. 
 
“…for students who experience disproportionate levels of academic failure, the  extent to which students’ 

language and culture are incorporated  into the school program constitutes a significant predicator of 
academic success”. 

(Jim Cummings, 1989) 
 

Teachers serving in the Arts and Humanities understand that students come with a variety 
of skills, intelligences and abilities.  Teachers will use the different academic levels and 
cultural competencies students bring in order plan lessons and activities that interest and 
engage students. Provide multiple ways for students to access the core curriculum, and 
help students connect academic skills and concepts to real life experiences. All students 
will have an equal opportunity to participate in the SLC and their learning will be 
supported with scaffolding activities, differentiated teaching methods, the use of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy to help move students to higher levels of thinking and tutoring when 
additional support is needed. Gifted and Talented (GATE), English Learners (ELs), 
Standard English Learners (SELs) and Students with Individual Educational Programs 
(IEPs) will be supported through a curriculum that views students as different not deficit 
and respects the learning styles and learning strengths of culturally and linguistically 
diverse students.  
 
Arts and Humanities will create a leadership team composed of parents, teachers and 
students that will work to align school finances to meet the goals of the SLC. The Arts 
and Humanities will use monies to purchase technical equipment and supplemental 
curriculum materials, upgrade classrooms and performance areas, participate in off-site 
learning experiences, provide professional development and conduct parent workshops 
and community outreach.   
 
Through the Arts and Humanities students will  
 

• Create culminating projects 
• Engage in multicultural/multilingual activities 
• Incorporate the arts and the study of human thought and expression within the 

standards- based curriculum 
• Create portfolios 
• Engage in improvisation which maximizes student talent and creativity 



Arts and Humanities 

Los Angeles Unified School District 
SLC Proposal 

6 

 
 
 

What We Believe 
 

 
We believe that through the arts and humanities students can obtain academic success 
and social enrichment that will be useful in every aspect of life. 
 
We believe that in order to develop well-rounded high achieving students the learning 
environment must foster opportunities for students to experience intimate, meaningful 
relationships with caring adults throughout their educational journey. 
 
We believe that students are instrumental in shaping the future. They are the leaders 
of tomorrow. Their perspectives will be valued. They will develop interpersonal skills 
that will help them become competent, articulate and contributing members to the world 
community.  
 
We believe that through a rigorous and personalized instructional curriculum all 
students will hone their critical thinking skills, utilize technology and educational 
experiences for individualized student pathways is essential to each student’s educational 
experience. 
 
We believe that it takes a village to raise a child. All stakeholders must work 
collaboratively in order to create a relevant, rigorous and rewarding learning environment 
that emphasizes critical learning and creative production within a standards-based 
framework.  
 
We believe that students should have the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of 
learning in multiple ways. Students will demonstrate proficiency on traditional 
assessments and display their skills and talents using authentic project and performance-
based assessment methods as well.  
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III. Equity and Access 
Enrollment in the Arts & Humanities SLC at Susan Miller Dorsey High School will be a 
requirement by the 10th grade. Students having previously been enrolled in the Dorsey 9th 
grade academy will select from 4 small learning communities of which the Arts and 
Humanities is one. Students matriculating from other schools will have the option of 
selecting the A&H SLC at the time of registration. A&H SLC recognizes the ethnic and 
social diversity on campus and within the surrounding communities. This diversity goes 
beyond ethnicities and includes a range of interests and learning styles. With an emphasis 
on those students personally and professionally interested in concentrating on either the 
arts or the humanities, the A&H Small Learning Community seeks to accommodate all 
students first by recognizing the diversity present and then by providing access through 
the following channels:  
 
• Curriculum & Pedagogy 
• Staff 
• Technology 
 
While the Arts and Humanities SLC seeks to nurture those inclined to the arts and 
humanities, the SLC is dedicated to equity and is devoted to access of all students 
including those designated as ESL/EFL and those designated with learning disabilities. 
For students with specialized needs, teachers will foster and maintain the least restrictive 
environment possible by following current pedagogical techniques and offering 
supplemental instruction during class and after school in addition to closely collaborating 
with ESL and special education teachers and campus resources. Teachers within the 
A&H SLC will coordinate instruction and lesson plans with the Special Education 
teachers and the ESL teachers to maximize learning opportunities for students with those 
needs and accommodations.  
 
Curriculum & Pedagogy  
The Arts and Humanities SLC extends “Equity and Access” through its adoption of 
current pedagogical practices. First, all teachers take advantage of the collaborative 
environment of the A&H community by collectively planning units across the curriculum 
and then individually executing lessons and thematic units. Coordination among teachers 
allows both improved lesson structure and greater individualized attention for each 
student. Teachers are ideally positioned to address particular student needs across 
multiple subjects. For example, students in science classes will be able to coordinate 
lessons with a film teacher to create student films that synthesize the information 
communicated during a biology or chemistry lab.  
 
Staff 
The A&H staffs highly qualified teaching and education professionals with the 
expectations that all members attend a minimum of one academic or education based 
conference per academic year to apprise themselves of the most current pedagogical 
trends within the field of education and within their fields of expertise. All staff 
incorporates skills and information acquired from conferences and other professional 
development events into course curricula for the benefit of instruction and to further 
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extend equity and access. Professionals with a CLAD or a BCLAD credential will 
support instruction for EFL / ESL learners within the A&H. English language support 
will be provide for L2 students during and after class by both primary instructors and 
support staff. Tutoring after school and during lunch will supplement instructions and be 
available to students seeking assistance with course work.  
 
Technology 
In addition to curriculum and staff, the Arts and Humanities SLC uses current multimedia 
technology to supplement equity and access for all students. By using digital, multimedia, 
and computer technology the Arts and Humanities SLC is able to take advantage of 
available digital and online resources to not just supplement but compliment instruction. 
All teachers have access to digital resources such as laptop computers, DLP/LCD 
projectors, and various online resources. Furthermore, pairing with Special Education 
teachers with WELLIGENT systems access enables students the best opportunity 
possible opportunity for academic and personal success.  
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Personalization 

 
Arts and Humanities believes that in order to develop well-rounded high achieving 
students the learning environment must foster intimate relationships throughout their 
educational experience. The mission of the Arts and Humanity SLC is to establish a sense 
of community among students, parents, teachers, community members, faculty and staff 
based on reciprocated respect and trust.  Teachers strive to improve the academic, social 
and cultural achievements of its students through an Arts-Centered personalization of the 
high school learning experience.  In order to accomplish these tasks, A&H upholds the 
need to address both the intrinsic and extrinsic advantages of art-centered instruction 
through our creative, thematic units based upon California state standards and students’ 
diverse needs. 
 
In order to offer a high degree of personalization for the students involved in the A&H 
SLC students have the opportunity to direct their creative and scholarly activities toward 
specific strands within the SLC. The following strands allow students to concentrate on 
one area of study and specialize in it.  Learning strands within the SLC include:  
  

• Fine Art (drawing, painting, sculpture, collage) 
• Dance / Performance Art 
• Creative Writing 
• Film 
• Music/Band 
• Multicultural Studies 
• Multilingual Studies 
 

It is essential to students’ psychological well-being to be acknowledged and well-known. 
Teachers develop relationships with their students in order to easily identify individual 
talents and unique needs and offer a more tailored learning experience. Arts and 
Humanities has an Administrator, a counselor and a lead teacher to support 300-500 
students. Their primary task is to support students with taking appropriate classes in order 
to graduate, ensure that students successfully meet the A-G requirements, and assist 
students with completing and meeting the goals of their Individualized Graduation Plan. 
 
Arts and Humanities also has an Advisory Period in which students are assigned to 
the same Advisor with the same group of students during their course of study. The 
Advisory Period provides an opportunity for students to gain pertinent information to 
help them to transition from grade to grade. The grade level advisors address the 
following issues during this period:  students’ personal life, career goals, time 
management skills, study skills, A-G requirements, social/emotional development, 
conflict resolution, character building skills, mentor programs, Internship opportunities 
and college and career preparation.  
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Arts and Humanities classrooms and offices are located in a common area and are 
designed to allow teachers, students, counselor and administrators to be in close 
proximity to one another in order to promote a unified environment.  Students feel secure, 
and they are able to witness their teachers working with one another to provide support 
when necessary. Personalization is further obtained when students not only share the 
same teachers, but are also enrolled in many of the same classes.   
 
Teachers and parents communicate regularly to discuss the academic performance of 
each student and keep parents informed of program activities. Arts and Humanities will 
distributes a newsletter four times a year, hold parent meetings once a semester, host a 
mid year and end of year awards assembly and participate in the annual Back-To-School 
Night and Open House events.  
 
Additionally Arts and Humanities has will establish a Student Success Team (SST) in 
order to monitor student academic progress, attendance and behaviors, using class 
projects, standardized tests performance, formative and summative assessments, and 
meta-cognitive reflections. 
 
Arts and Humanities seek to further personalize the learning environment for students by 
engaging in the following: 
  

• Establishing a leadership team consisting of all members of the stakeholder 
community who will work to monitor activities and acquire partnerships with 
college and businesses.  

• Create an Arts and Humanities Council composed of grade-level student 
representatives who will provide grade specific information to peers. 

• Engage in branding the designated learning space with a logo representing the 
vision of the SLC. 

• Showcase student work in film festivals, art exhibits, dance performances, play 
productions, and concerts in common areas of the school. 

• Solicit parent participation as guests, chaperones, judges, consultants, volunteers, 
and classroom helpers. 

• Create a student run monthly web-based newsletter for the Arts and Humanities 
families to maintain frequent communication between home and school. 

• Establish partnerships with community organizations and universities, such as the 
UCLA Arts Bridge and the Fox Mentors.  These partnerships will allow Arts and 
Humanities students to connect with college students and professionals in the arts 
to develop students’ artistic abilities and connect to the world beyond high school. 
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Professional Development 
 

The Arts and Humanities SLC is committed to academic excellence, providing 
students with skills commiserate with meeting the California Content Standards in 
particular the A-G requirements which are required for admissions to UC and CSU and 
with the Secretary's Commission on Achieving Necessary Skills (SCANS). A&H 
students receive instruction from a highly qualified faculty who motivate students and 
design lessons that get students excited about learning. In keeping with our philosophy of 
“Leadership by Modeling” our commitment is not only to our present students but to the 
future of our scholastic community. Professional Development is integral to providing 
services that facilitate the fulfillment of reaching the short and long term goals with our 
objectives.  

Life long learning is the standard among our teaching staff and continuous 
improvement is facilitated through our multifaceted professional development. While, 
educators are strongly encouraged to continue more formal avenues of education, our 
professional development will deepen the knowledge base of teachers and staff regarding 
research based strategies and best practices. The professional developments will also 
familiarize teachers with Los Angeles Unified School District core initiatives and 
assessment practices. Professional development time will include instructional leadership 
team meetings, LAUSD Buy Back Days, common planning time department meetings, 
SLC team meetings and attendance to professional workshops and seminars. 
 
During common Planning time, educators of the Arts and Humanities SLC will: 
 

a. Develop and obtain an in-depth knowledge of the California State Content 
Standards 

b. Work collaboratively to create a common curriculum with lessons and 
interdisciplinary projects that incorporate the California State Standards. 

c. Develop protocols and rubrics for reviewing and assessing student work. 
d. Analyze and monitor student progress by reviewing periodic and standardized 

data as well as student products and performances. 
 
Professional Development of Educational Resources will include: 

a. Development of a collaboratively based budget that is aligned to the goals and 
objectives of the SLC. 

b. Selection of curricular materials in addition to required texts to enhance the 
instructional program. 

c. Monitoring of the availability and usefulness of resources provided to teachers, 
staff and students. 

d. Planning of educational experiences beyond the school site. 
e. Developing a Guest Speakers Series of professionals from the community to share 

their skills and expertise. 
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Professional Development topics will include: 
a. The Art of Collaboration  
b. Teaching culturally and linguistically diverse students 
c. Using Data to analyze student performance and plan effective lessons. 
d. SADAIE instruction to support English Learners 
e. Supporting students and parents through the IEP process 
f. Cultivating Leadership 
g. Asset Building 
h. Goal setting and revision 
 

The stake holder community will be invited to attend all professional developments 
where appropriate. Information to parents, community members, business partners and 
other school supporters regarding professional development topics, meeting times and 
dates will be posted on the school marquee and distributed through the SLC newsletter, 
the school web site, correspondence sent home to parents and caretakers and the school 
dialer. 
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Rigorous Standards-Based Curriculum, Instruction &Assessment 
 
What Do We Want Students To Know And Be Able To Do?  
 
The Arts and Humanities SLC will meet all academic performance requirements as 
outlined by the California Department of Education. Students will take courses required 
for graduation and they will also take courses designated as A-G, Honors and Advanced 
Placement (AP). All academic units will be aligned with standards to ensure that students 
are provided with a rigorous, creative and academic learning experience. Students will 
acquire the skills necessary to demonstrate mastery on the various national state and 
district assessments such as the California Standards Test (CST) California High School 
Exit Exam (CAHSEE) and the LAUSD Periodic Assessments. 
 
Through the various Arts and Humanities classes, students will: 
 
Become strong and effective communicators both orally and in writing.  
 
Incorporate technology to support their learning experience/style. Technology will be 
used as a tool to conduct research and be able to use technology as a tool for research and 
to enhance. 
 
Learn the requirements for graduation and entrance into a four year college or university. 
 
Develop academic achievement plans which will serve as a roadmap helping them to 
successfully navigate the high school experience (for the year and for the duration of their 
high school experience with benchmarks etc) and are given weekly goals/benchmarks 
(maybe); each step (maybe part of scaffolding) and are recognized for completion and 
mastery of steps 
 
Acquire the skills necessary to make informed decisions regarding post secondary 
options and professional career choices in the Arts and Humanities field 

 
Arts and Humanities will also have the opportunity to engage in a number of learning 
experiences that happen outside of the school site. Student’s participation in curricular 
trips is a necessary component to the A&H curriculum.  Learning will transcend the 
physical walls of learning community, but involve the artistic world around them: 
community museums, theaters, movie studios, will also serve as classrooms for our 
students. Students will attend one major theme based field trip so that students can truly 
learn in context, and make real life connections to academic content. 
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Quality Teaching within the A&H: Leadership by Modeling  
 
A&H will be staffed by highly qualified teachers who are credentialed, have BCLAD and 
CLAD certification and who work to keep abreast of current trends in the Arts and 
Humanities disciplines. Teachers will work cooperatively to develop curriculum in teams 
to better integrate lessons and to create a cross-curricular learning experiences. Emphasis 
will be placed on helping students to gain mastery in the core academic requirements as 
well as the creative classes afford by the SLC. Teachers will work to integrate major 
themes from the arts and humanities with the core genres in order to make learning more 
relevant and meaningful and help to cultivate critical thinkers and effective 
communicators. An integral critical component of instruction and assessment will be the 
completion of a student project or portfolio each semester. We will use the arts and 
humanities to create a curriculum that will address each of the multiple intelligences 
Teachers will use a variety of teaching strategies and tools to ensure that content is 
accessible to all students. They include Differentiated instruction, use of graphic 
organizers and mind maps, use of SADIAE, Culturally Relevant Teaching (CRT), in 
particular the use of Contrastive Analysis (CA) to develop Academic English, Socratic 
Questioning, Reciprocal Teaching and the Writing Process. Also, teachers will receive 
instructional support from the Bridge Coordinator, Resource Teachers, Bilingual 
Coordinator, and Teacher Coaches assigned to the site (i.e. Literacy, Math, Science, 
Social Studies and New Teacher Coach). Teachers collaboratively select the most 
effective, appropriate texts, resources, and ancillary materials that supplement student 
focused learning. Teachers will create thematic interdisciplinary units that teach similar 
skills and concepts and connect academic learnings to real life experiences. Teachers 
have access to technology and consistently model technology use in each A&H 
classroom. Technology includes: LCD, Screens, and class sets of Laptop computers (with 
internet access). 
 
Teachers serving in the Arts and Humanities understand that students come with a variety 
of skills, intelligences and abilities.  Teachers will use the different academic levels and 
cultural competencies students bring in order plan lessons and activities that interest and 
engage students. Provide multiple ways for students to access the core curriculum, and 
help students connect academic skills and concepts to real life experiences. All students 
will have an equal opportunity to participate in the SLC and their learning will be 
supported with scaffolding activities, differentiated teaching methods, the use of Bloom’s 
Taxonomy to help move students to higher levels of thinking and tutoring when 
additional support is needed. Gifted and Talented (GATE), English Language Learners 
(ELs), Standard English Learners (SELs) and Students with Individual Educational 
Programs (IEPs) will be supported through a curriculum that views students as different 
not deficit and respects the learning styles and learning strengths of culturally and 
linguistically diverse students.  
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A&H Strands  
 
Visual and Performing Arts   Film and Media Arts  Multilingual Studies  
Literature /Creative Writing/              Music (Band, Choir,   
Multicultural Studies                           Jazz Ensemble) 
 
A&H Course Offerings 
 

Sample Four Year Pacing Plan 
    
9th  10th 11th 12th 
English (9A&9B) English (10A&10B) English (Con, 

Comp, Am. Lit.) 
English (Exp, 
Comp, Wd. Lit) 

Science Science 
(Biology) 

Science (Chemistry 
or Physics) 

 

Math Math Math (elective) Math (elective) 
Health/Life Skills    
 Soc. Studies 

(World History) 
Soc. Studies 
(American History) 

Soc. Studies 
(Gov. /Econ.) 

Physical Education Physical Education Elective: Foreign 
Language or A&H 

Elective: Foreign 
Language or A&H 

Elective Elective: Foreign 
Language 

A&H Elective A&H Elective 

 Elective A&H Elective A&H Elective 
    
55 credits* 110 credits* 170 credits* 230 credits* 
*Minimum credits required for matriculation to the next grade level  
 
Sample A&H Electives 
 

Description of Electives offered 
Course Description 
Introduction to 
Screenwriting 

Students will learn basic techniques of screenwriting for adapting 
short stories and writing original works. Emphasis will be on 
structure and form of the screenplay, and the goal will be for 
students to write an original or adapted short story of ten pages or 
less. 

Filmmaking 1AB Students will receive an introduction to the theory and praxis of 
film production from concept to final product. Course will 
introduce students to concept development, pre-visualization, 
cinematography, and editing. 

Drawing AB Students will learn basic elements of drawing including line, 
form, tone, color, and shading.  

Drama AB Students will receive an introduction to the elements of play 
production and performance, including improvisation, 
playwriting, method acting, and play production. 
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Introduction to 
Art AB 

Students will receive an introduction to visual arts that includes 
drawing, painting, sculpture, and collage. Students will also be 
introduced to concepts of shape, tone, value, color theory, and 2-
D and 3-D design. 

Keyboard 1 AB Students will receive an introduction keyboards that includes 
fundamentals of music theory, reading music and proper 
keyboarding techniques. 

AP Art History Students will receive a comprehensive exposure to art history 
from the periods of antiquity to the present across various 
cultures and regions in preparation for the AP Exam.  

Choir AB Students will learn develop fundamental of singing in the context 
of a choir. Music will span various genres, cultures, and regions. 

 
 
How will we know that students have gotten it? 
 
Arts and Humanities administrators, teachers, counselors and parents will have multiple 
opportunities to monitor and assess student progress towards desired goals.  
Teachers will use common planning time, Department meetings, SLC team meetings and 
the Advisory period to review student progress. Progress reports will be mailed to parents 
and families three times a semester before a final grade is assigned to a student. Both 
parents and teachers will discuss student progress during Student Success Team meetings 
and during school sponsored Parent Conferences. 
 
Student success as well as the success of the program will be evaluated with both 
quantitative and qualitative data. The quantitative data will be taken from school site 
data, which includes but is not limited to graduation rates, retention rates, grade point 
averages, redesignation rates, increased numbers of students taking and passing the 
Advanced Placement Exams with a score of 3 or better, an increase number of students 
taking and passing A-G courses with a C or better, an increase in students taking the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), attendance and tardy records, and standardized test 
scores which include California Standards Test (CST), California High School Exit Exam 
(CAHSEE), and the LAUSD Periodic Assessments.  
 
Qualitative outcomes will be derived from student portfolios, advisor feedback, and 
interviews acquired from students, parents, teachers and community/business partners. 
Students will be required to complete evaluation forms after they have participated in 
service learning, community service, internships, mentorships, guest speaker forums, 
field trips, and other Arts and Humanities activities.  
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What will we do when they don’t get it? 
 

 
The administrator, counselor and teachers and parents for Arts and Humanities will 
meet regularly to discuss student progress towards desired goals. Opportunities for 
examining student data will be done so during common planning time, professional 
development, buy-back days, and during SLC team meetings. The Student Success 
Team will meet to discuss and establish a plan of action for those students who are in 
jeopardy of failing or who are experiencing challenges with attendance and discipline.   
Students who need additional support with meeting requirements for graduation will 
have access to a variety of supports which include: 
 

• After school tutoring 
• Beyond the Bell Saturday School 
• EIS tutoring 
• One on One support from the RSP teacher 
• CYA Mentor Program 
• Impact Program 
• Summer School Attendance 
• Adult School Attendance 

 
Referrals for support will come from the advisory teacher, the counselor, any A&H 
teacher, the parent/caregiver and the student. Students will be required to show that they 
have attended tutorials and other supports as recommended in order to participate in 
extracurricular activities sponsored by Arts and Humanities as well as the school site.   
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Collaboration and Community Involvement 
 
 
Parents, businesses, community members, organizations, alumni and postsecondary 
institutions at the local, national, and international levels will serve as living touchstones 
to ensure that students will learn to view the world through different lenses without 
distorting their own vision.  As a result, Arts and Humanities will create a community of 
learners that journey beyond Dorsey High School and apply their Arts and Humanities 
experience to their future endeavors—the world of opportunity will be theirs. 
Through the partnerships, A&H will: 
 

 Continue to develop and cultivate partnerships with community organizations and 
universities, such as the UCLA Arts Bridge and the Fox Mentors. 

 Establish partnerships with employers and community members to expand the 
resources we will provide to students. 

 Create internships through alumni, community members and organizations for 
high school and post-graduate participation. 

 Provide opportunities for students to shadow partners in the arts and humanities 
related professions 

 Have students showcase their work and perform for community service venues, 
including but not limited to children’s hospitals and convalescent homes. 

 Have a senior banquet for the Arts and Humanities students.  A&H will invite 
alumni, community members, parents to support the seniors.  Here, students will 
receive awards, scholarships, and special acknowledgements from partners.  Also, 
a group of students selected by their peers will present an excerpt from one of 
their most memorable works and share a brief reflection. 

 As the program expands, former A&H students will return to speak and 
participate in A&H events. 

 Form domestic and international travel opportunities to complement and enhance 
students’ learning experiences. 

 Students will include their work in auctions and hold art sales to raise money for 
scholarships and travel. 

 Have students display their work in the A&H area, community coffee shops, 
businesses, and various other locations for extended periods. 

 
 

The Arts and Humanities partners will play an integral role in the development of the 
curriculum, activities, and academic growth of A&H students.  A&H partners will not 
only participate in the curricular planning stages, but will participate in the classroom and 
students’ created products. In the classroom, the partners will participate as guests, 
consultants, speakers, facilitators, assistants, and discussion leaders.  Beyond the 
classroom, A&H partners will provide some community venues, mentor students, and 
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partake in students’ showcases, film festivals, art exhibits, dance performances, play 
productions, poetry readings, and concerts.     
 

 The A&H Advisory Committee will be composed of faculty, staff, parents, 
students, and community partners. The Advisory Committee will hold meetings 
once a month to discuss relevant issues to the growth and empowerment of A&H 
students, as well as communication with other school site SLCs. A&H opens 
these meeting to the public and publishes minutes. 

 A&H will meet with partners and parents regularly to discuss instructional 
support and collaborate regarding the implementation toward program goals and 
objectives. 

 A&H will maintain regular communication with students and parents in a variety 
ways which include distributing the A&H pamphlet, creating an information page 
on the school website, hosting an annual A&H Student Showcase, and 
participating on the student panel for the SLC information fair.  

 Students and parents will have access to an A&H comment box which will be 
located in the main office of the A&H location. Parents will also be encouraged to 
share their comments with the Advisory teacher, lead teacher, and the 
administrator. In addition, students and parents will have access to the A&H web-
based message board and email for constant communication. 

 Students and parents will complete a survey and evaluation form at the end of 
each school year.  A&H Advisory committee will review the surveys and 
evaluations and share findings with the small learning community faculty, staff, 
parents, and partners. 

 A&H teachers will meet weekly during their common planning period to infuse 
the Arts and Humanities themes into the common core curriculum, develop 
interdisciplinary, standards-based thematic projects, and analyze student projects 
based on a common set of rubrics. 

 Additionally, Arts and Humanities will establish a Student Success Team (SST).  
This team will monitor students’ academic progress, attendance, and behavior 
using interdisciplinary projects, standardized test performance, formative and 
summative assessments, and meta-cognitive reflections.  

 
 
A&H seeks to: 

 Develop practices that recognize the value and roles of all 
members of the community. 

 Employ planning practices that incorporate clear priorities as 
well as budget and cost considerations. 

 Develop programs of excellence by expanding existing 
programs and creating new ones so as to make Dorsey the first 
choice for students residing in the local community. 

A&H desires to establish an environment where there is constant and effective 
collaboration among parents, partners, alumni, teachers, students, and the administrator to 
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develop group identity and individual achievement. Teachers, administrators, and 
students will be located in close proximity to one another in order to create safe, 
supportive, environments throughout the school as well as the individual classrooms. 
This collaborative environment will expand to include families and the larger community. 
Together, parents, community members, organizations, alumni, and teachers will unite to 
ensure a rigorous curriculum and dynamic learning experience for all A&H students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Arts and Humanities 

Los Angeles Unified School District 
SLC Proposal 

21 

 
 
Accountability and Distributed Leadership 
 
The SLC is committed to ensuring that policies and procedures are fair, consistent and 
applicable to all students. Arts and Humanities will abide by all California Educational 
codes as well as LAUSD policies. All students will have access to rigorous, relevant, 
standards-based education in an environment that affirms their cultural and linguistic 
competence, values their unique voice and treats them as well as their families and 
caretakers with dignity and respect.  
 
The principal in concert with the SLC Council (SLCC) and School Site Council (SCC) 
will establish policies and procedures governing the operations of the Arts and 
Humanities Small Learning Community. The establishment of an Arts and Humanities 
Leadership Team will be responsible for managing the day-to-day operations and will 
work to ensure that the goals and objectives outlined in the proposal are adhered to. The 
Leadership Team will meet on a monthly basis to discuss student progress, review plans 
for upcoming events and professional developments. The Arts and Humanities 
Leadership Team will consist of an administrator, Counselor, Lead Teacher, and two 
Academy Teachers. A parent and student representative will be included where 
appropriate. Meetings will be publicized and open to all members of the SLC where 
appropriate. The following roles and responsibilities of Leadership Team members have 
been established: 
 
Administrator 

• To assist with cultivating an atmosphere where the vision and goals of the Arts 
and Humanities can be met. 

• To assist in the planning and implementation of SLC team meetings, Student 
Success Team meetings and professional developments. 

• To facilitate the procurement of the resources necessary to meet the goals and 
objectives of Arts and Humanities. 

 
Counselor 

• To maintain accurate accounting of student progress and adherence to the 
standardized curriculum. 

• To advise students of the necessary academic progress needed to meet graduation 
requirements. 

• To advise the faculty of the special needs of students including those who are 
English Language Learners, Standard English Learners, students with Individual 
Education Programs, Gifted and Talented, and in Alternative Home Placement 
(i.e. Foster Care, Migrant, Homeless etc.). 

• To assist with the placement and supervision of students participating in dual 
enrollment programs, job shadowing and internship opportunities. 

• To assist with the recruitment of students to the Arts and Humanities. 
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Lead Teacher 
• To assist with cultivating an atmosphere where the vision and goals of the Arts 

and Humanities can be met. 
• To assist with the development of collaborative lesson planning and 

interdisciplinary student products and performances. 
• To facilitate the procurement of the resources necessary to meet the goals and 

objectives of Arts and Humanities. 
 

• To communicate information to all members of Arts and Humanities as well as 
the school community regarding programs and activities. 

•  To assist with the placement and supervision of students participating in dual 
enrollment programs, job shadowing and internship opportunities. 

• To assist with the recruitment of students to the Arts and Humanities. 
 

Teacher  
• To assist with cultivating an atmosphere where the vision and goals of the Arts 

and Humanities can be met. 
• To assist with the development of collaborative lesson planning and 

interdisciplinary student products and performances. 
• To establish a learning environment that is interactive and engaging for all 

students. 
• To monitor and assess student progress and provide appropriate feedback to 

Leadership Team members, parents and students. 
• To assist with the placement and supervision of students participating in dual 

enrollment programs, job shadowing and internship opportunities. 
• To assist with the recruitment of students to the Arts and Humanities. 
• To communicate information regarding Arts and Humanities policies, programs 

and activities to parents, caregivers and students.  
 
Student  

• To assist with cultivating an atmosphere where the vision and goals of the Arts 
and Humanities can be met. 

• To adhere to the academic and behavioral guidelines established by Arts and 
Humanities. 

• To strive for academic excellence in all endeavors. 
• To attend class and complete assignments, and meet all stated due dates. 
• To inform parents, teachers, the counselor and the administrator when educational 

or other assistance is needed. 
• To treat all members of Arts and Humanities and the stakeholder community 

with respect.  
 
Parent and Caregivers 

• To assist with cultivating an atmosphere where the vision and goals of the Arts 
and Humanities can be met. 

• To maintain high expectations of academic achievement for all students 
participating in Arts and Humanities. 
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• To participate in school and community events as they relate to the programs and 
activities of Arts and Humanities. 

• To conduct themselves appropriately when representing their families and the 
Arts and Humanities. 

• To inform teachers, the counselor and the administrator when educational or other 
assistance is needed. 
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