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Upcoming
Events

Shortened Days
Dismissa at 1:38

Tuesday, April 2nd
Tuesday, April 12th
Tuesday, April 19th
Tuesday, April 26th

Sr. Ring Ceremony
Wednesday, April 6

SCHOOL PLAY
PRODUCTION

“His Girl Friday”
Wed. April 13

Thurs. April 14

Fri. April 15
@3:45 in the Corwin
Theater

PLUS
Fri. April 15@ 7:30

C-Track’sL ast Day
Friday, April 29

B-Track returns
Monday, May 1

ACCREDITATION

Accreditation
Team Will Beon
Campus

April 11-13

Accreditation is a re-
view of the schodl’s en-
tire program by the State.
It's required in order to
make high school
dimplomas from
L.A.H.S. vdid. Teachers,
parents, students, and dl
staff are encouraged to
participate. They will
observe classes and ac-
tivities at the school
April 11-13. During this
examination, students
and teachers are asked to
know their ESLRs in or-
der to help us achieve the
desired 6-year accredita-
tion.

Academic Decathlon Wins State
Super Quiz for the Fourth Time

By Brenda Miranda
BLuE AND WHITE ScHooL NEws
EpiTor

LosAngelesHigh School’ sAca-
demic Decathlon team has done
their fellow Romans proud by
placing eighth overall in the state.
The competition was held March
12-13 at the LAX Marriot Hotel.
The Academic Decathlon is an
annual event in which nine stu-
dentsrepresent their school andare
testedinten different subjectssuch
as math, economics, social sci-
ence, language and literature, mu-
sic, and art.

Likeevery year, theteam started
studying in July. They worked
very hard, staying after school,
cominginduringtheir intersession
from morning until night, and even
coming in on Saturdays to study.
It has paid off. They won both the
state super quiz with an overall
score of 46,500.6 out of 60,000.

Each of the members is redly
appreciative to Mr. Hatem, the
Academic Decathlon coach of fif-
teen years. “Mr. Hatem’s great
coaching skillshelped usoverpass
our expectations this year, and
helped build up our strengths,”
says Tahsin Khan, 11C, decathlon
member. They are grateful to have
him coaching and feel they owe
their achievements to him.

“It felt like a great accomplish-
ment when it was announced that
we were the Super Quiz State
Champion,” says Khan. He says

ki

The Academic Decathlon after their victory at the City Super Quiz at UCLA. They would like to
thank Mr. Hatem, who has been coaching the team for fifteen years, for their achievements.

that thisis“beyond studying. It's
a vigorous experience. We be-
cameclosefriends, and socialized
with others. It's much more than
just studying.”

Khan expectsto bein the Aca-
demic Decathlon next year also,
but he hasto try out again for the
team. What does it take to be in
the Academic Decathlon?“It’ snot

hardcore memorization studying.
Being in it doesn’t mean you're
very smart, it’ show much work you

put into it. You don’t have to be a

genius to be in the Academic De-
cathlon,” says Geng Tan, 11C, de-
cathlon member.

Each year there is “a little com-
petition” to have a position in the
Academic Decathlon. Three of the

nine haveto be“honor” students,
meaning they average“A” grades;
three have to be “ scholastic” stu-
dents, meaning they average “B”

grades; and the other three haveto
be“varsity” studentsmeaningthey
average“C” grades. Each student
should have bright and creative
ideas, and bewillingto putinalot

Continued on Page 3

Changesto Tardy and Absence
Policies Seek to Get Studentsin Class

School starts
enforcing stricter
tardy and truancy
policies.

By Karla Hernandez
BLuE AND WHITE StarFr WRITER

Asof thestart of thenew semes-
ter school rulesfor tardiesand ab-
sences are being enforced more
strictly. For many years, students
haveignored the school rules, and
have donewhatever they pleased.
Students have always ditched,
whether it was just aclass or if it
wasthewholeday. Many students
may not know this, but their ac-
tions, affect the school.

If studentsare absent, the school
loses money. This money could

be used for school materials and
even school activities. Another
problem the school hasisit’s not
clean. If the school is not clean,
then that will be the perspective
that others will have about the
school.

Theseissues are more of acon-
cern since the school must go
through accreditation. The school
might lose its accreditation. Let
me explain to you what happens
if the school loses its accredita-
tion; your high school diploma
will not be useful to you in the
future. No one wants to go to
school for four years, or some-
timesmore, and get adiplomathat
isworthless.

Toimprovetheschool, therules
are being enforced. Students
should also understand that it is
not the school that is creating the
rules; they are enforcing the Edu-
cational Ed-Code. The Educa-

Continued on Page 4

Adjustmentsto Tardy Policy

gram.

*Colored late bus passes are issued until 8:00
am. and students are sent to class.

*|f students arrive after 8:00 am., they will
be held in the cafeteria.

*Teachers inform counsglors, the attendance
office, deans, and administrators of the num-
ber of tardies that MTA students accumul ate.

*3 tardies equal 1 truancy
*4 truancies will result in a ticket, commu-
nity service, or Saturday Attendance Pro-
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720 SudentsM aketheHonor Rall: 3.0 GPA

By Lydia Gomez
BLue AND WHITE COMPUTER
EpiTor

Congratulations! To all the stu-
dents that made the Honor Roll.
The ceremony that awarded 720
students for their excellent effort
in the fall 2004 semester was held
on Wednesday, March 23rd.

Those who earned a 3.0 - 3.59
GP.A were given honors, while
studentswitha3.6 G.P.A or greater
were given high honors. The cal-
culations of their grade point av-
erages include D's and F's and
exclude the extra points given by
AP classes. Their hard work and
determination was acknowledged
and rewarded.

Accordingto Mr. Carey, magnet
coordinator, 100 more students
made this year’s Honor Roll than
last year's. One in every six stu-
dents made the Honor Roll this

year, which meansthat about 15%
of the school got a 3.0 G.PA or
higher.

“Being part of the Honor Roll
is very important to the students,
becauseit guidesthem towardsthe
future,” said Ergit Paparisto, 11C.
Likeother students, Paparistofeels
that being part of the Honor Roall
makes him an “O.K” student and
recognizesthat hard work does pay
off.

The Honor Roll ceremony that
recognized these outstanding stu-
dents began at 7:00 p.m. in the
West Gym. Along with the cer-
emony, entertainment was pro-
vided for the studentsand parents.
To finish off the night, Mr. Greg
Davis and the catering class pro-
vided refreshments and snacks.

The ceremony began with the
Presentation of Colors by JROTC,
followed by the pledge of alle-
giance by student body president,

Vera Zadneprovska, 12C. The na-
tional anthem, performed by Delia
Rios, 12A, was a vocal perfor-
mance worthy of the entire
audience’ sovation.

The entertainment included a
vocal performance by Jamie Lou
Henderson, who sang “Goin’
Crazy” and a cultural dance from
Jalisco, Mexico performed by the
Folklorico Dance Club. In addi-
tion, there was a magic show pre-
sented by Joe Monti from the
Magic Castle. The performance
was comical and enjoyable.

Prior to the student recognition,
Principals Mr. Martinez and Mr.
Fernandez spoke a few words to
congratulate all those present on
their hard work and achievement.
Asoneof theannouncements, Mr.
Fernandez stated that following
the class of 2005; all high honor
roll studentswill receive academic
jackets as rewards. It would rep-

Stricter Candy Ban
Shocking Students

By Paloma Carrero
BLue AND WHITE StaFF WRITER

As a result of the candy/junk
food ban started about ayear and
a half ago, the Los Angeles High
administration has decided to put
an emphasis on stopping the ille-
gal candy sales on campus.

This has been a shocking blow
to students, especially those stu-
dents on A-Track, who were hit
with the hard news in their first
week back. “ There are posters ev-
erywhere,” says Leo Flores, 11A.
“We weren’t even made aware of
this.” But in actuality, that’s what
thepostersarefor. It stheway that
the administration and leadership
class are trying to carry the mes-
sage across.

Although B and C-Trackers
were aware of this, they were till
just asshocked. Frank Duran, 11C,
sayshe’ sseenthese posterssince
January when winter break for B
and C-Trackers came to an end,
and he misses his usual “candy
boost” that kept him going
throughout the day.

And although many students
feel this way, the candy ban has
been arule that has been ignored
until thispoint. Andit all goesback
to thejunk food ban, which was a
senate bill that prohibited all un-
healthy food itemson the campus.

For a while the entrepreneur
candy sellers had a sort of loop-
hole since they felt that the ban
appliedtotheschool selling not the
student. However, it doesapply to
students. Candy salesarerestricted
within all school premises. The
only legal selling allowed on cam-
pus is permitted at the student
store. So technically, when stu-
dents sell candy, it violates the
LAUSD codes and is therefore il-
legal.

Leadership adviser, Ms. Altin,
said that the administrators went
tothedistrict and asked them how
to handle this problem. The
district’s response was that the
“bootlegging” inschoolsshouldbe
handled by our school administra-
tors, meaning Mr. Fernandez and

Mr. Martinez.

This also applies to the many
other high schools in the district.
Surprisingly enough, L.A. High
doesn’'t have as big as a problem
as other high schools, whichis
agoodsign.

Mr. Fernandez and Mr. Martinez
are dealing with it by enforcing
severe consequences. For all of
youwhodon’tknow themthey are:
parent meetings and candy confis-
cation. The school Leadership
class is helping as well, by post-
ing the flyers all over campus.

But if you're like Francis
Gomez, 11A, whose wondering,
“Why students selling candy
harms the school,” the answer is
actually going to shock you.

These student entrepreneursare
taking away businessfromthe stu-
dent store. Many of the clubs and
sportsteamsdepend on fundsfrom
the student storefor uniformsand
equipment. So when the student
store can’t make money, the sports
teamsarebeing shorthanded even
more.

Mr. Coronado, Student Store
manager, said, “You name it, we
pay for it.” He also said that the
loss in funds hasn’'t been felt as
hard becausethereismoney saved
up from back when L.A. High was
allowed to sell candy. But now
we're using up these funds and

eventually, there won't be much.

It seems there's a dark future
awaiting our clubs and sports
teamsif the situation does not get
better. “Everything is just getting
more complicated. We can’t even
fundraise,” says Zazy Tamayo,
11A. Tamayo isasophomore soft-
ball player and says she fears the
future for the L.A. High sports
teams. But in fact student clubs
and sportsteams can fundraise as
long as their products follow the
LAUSD’s health food guidelines.
This means granola bars, sports
drinks, and fruit chews.

Health concernsareanother rea-
son “bootlegging” candy isunsafe
said Mr. Coronado. Candy bought
fromthestudentsisn’t guaranteed
like it is from the Student Store.
So if a student were to get sick,
the student couldn’t sue or claim
medical expensesfrom the school.
Since the school isn't “liable if
products are damaged.”

Allinall, asMr. Coronado said,
you haveto “ educate the students’
on how to eat healthy before mak-
ing drastic changes. Since the
changes made were actually too
sudden. Thisway the changeswill
be permanent and asit seems, this
isoneof thosedecisionsthat’ shere
tostay.
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Candy and soda machines like these were banned about a year
and a half ago. Now sales by individuals are also being stopped.

resent school spirit and academic
accomplishment. It would also
serve as a motivation to all other
studentsto strivefor success.

As for this year’'s honor stu-
dents, they received pinsof recog-
nition and discount coupons to
Shakey’s. The Honor Roll certifi-
cates were not distributed at the
ceremony, but can be picked up at
the Magnet Office, if you haven't
done so already. The certificates
are available to the tracks that are
currently in session.

The perksof being on the Honor
Roll may not seem clear to many,

but in the future it can be of great
help. When it comes to applying
to colleges and competing with
other students, being part of the
school’ s honor roll can put youin
thelead. It not only demonstrates
your aptitude but determination as
well.

Wilmer Blanco, 12A, an Honor
Roll student since ninth grade
would like to add, “The life we al
face ahead isbased on the actions
wetaketoday. Achieving academi-
cally isonly thefirst step to asuc-
cessful future.”

By Gualberto Castro

Marlon Bustamante
BLuE AND WHITE StaFr WRITER

Have you ever seen the L.A.
High website? Do you even
know how to get there? You're
not the one to blame. L.A.
High’ swebsite addressispretty
long and complicated. The
website however, haslotsof use-
ful information and links.

“Our website has lots of in-
teresting things,” said Mr.
Langton, a C-Track computer
teacher. These links have ca-
reers, colleges, news, andlots of
other great stuff. L.A. High
School’ s website is really use-
ful for all of us. For &l the read-
ing people, the L.A. High's
website also has information
about our library, For example,
they have this new program
named “Library Catalog.” What
it doesis help you find any in-
formation about a book you
want to read and thewebsitetells
you if it is checked out or not.

Some of you are probably ask-
ing yourself, Why is the school
website address so long and
complicated. The address is
(www.lausd.k12.ca.us/
Los Angeles HS) Itislong be-
cause it has to show that the
school is part of LAUSD. “The
cais part of the government,”
said Mr. Langton, who thinks

The L.A. High website, unbeknownst to many, contains a lot
of useful information about our schooal.

LAHS Website Full
of Useful Re-
sources, Links

that we should change the ad-
dress of our school to a much
simpler address. For those lazy
peopleout there here’ sone easy
way to find the website . Go to
www.google.com, then type Los
Angeles High School. They're
going to give you a link to get
there and that’sit.

For those that actually have
seen the website, if you notice,
most of thethingsinit are pretty
much outdated. The reason for
that isthat Mr. Langton doesn’t
know about everything that goes
on around here. If he does, he
can’t go check it out because he
isbusy teaching, and hecan’t get
anyoneto takepicturesof theac-
tivities. If you can take pictures
and takethem to Mr. Langtonin
Room 206 it would be very help-
ful. Thisisbecause some of you
get pretty tired of seeing thesame
thing every time you go on the
site.

This website has information
about theband, art class, sports,
clubs and more. They also have
amap of our school. Y ou can see
360 degree pictures of most of
the partsof school campuswhich
iscalled “ Easter egg hunting.”

All students at L.A. High
should check the website out,
and look at the interesting links
it has. The school’s website is
oneplacewhereyou canfind out
alot about this school.
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Drop-In Center Helping Students With
School and Life

By Sharmin Mamun
BLue AND WHITE StTAFF WRITER

TheDrop-in Center isafree ser-
vice offering all students assis-
tanceinten areasincluding home-
work, everyday from 3:08 to 5:15
in Harrison Hall.

Michele Garcia Martinez, 10B,
a participant in the Drop-In Cen-
ter said that it is a very beneficial
program because it offers help in
many ways, so students should
take advantage of it.

The services that the Drop-in
Center offers are:

* CAHSEE Test Prep

* Tutoring _

* Collegecounseling

* Community service

* Computer Usage

* Conflict resolution / Peer
meditation ) _

* Cool and relaxing Envi-
ronment

* L eader ship Development

* Employment Training

* Homework Help

Because the Drop-In Center
containsall these programsinside
it, Shonte Thomas, the director of
the Drop-in Center said, “The
Drop-in Center is like the mother,
and al the programs in it are like
the children.”

Thisisabrand new program at
Los Angeles High School. The
birth day of the Drop-in Center
was November 1, 2004.

Right now, it hasonly afew stu-
dentscomingintotakeadvantage
of this opportunity. But more stu-
dents should go to the Drop-In
Center to help themselves to get
an easier life. It is really easy to

join the Drop-In Center because
youjust dropinor drop by and fill
out an application.

Charquinta Spears, 10C, goesto
the Drop-1n Center to get help. She
saidthat shecanreally seethe“im-
provements she is making in her
classes’” because the program ac-
tually helpsthestudents.

Theteacherswho help students

with the homework are UCLA un-
dergraduates. They can help stu-
dents with any subjects, such as
Algebralto AP Calculus, English,
etc.

The job-training program helps
studentsto writerésumes, prepare
for interviews, and learn how to
work. And thefun part iswith this
program you get paid for learning.
So, don’t | et the opportunity pass

Everyday after school, the Drop-In Center fills with students.
Some of them come for tutoring, some for other help, and some
just come to hang out.
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by you. Earn money while you can.

TheDrop-In Center isfunded by
a 21 Century Grant sponsored by
Korean Youth Community Center
along with UCLA. But it is aso
considered afederal grant because
the federal government gives
money to run the program.

For more information see
Shonte Thomas in the Harrison
Hall right after school or just drop-
in.

The Drop - In Center is very helpful because there is about one
person to help every two students, so the students get more
personal attention.

Academic Decathlon Completes Another Successful Year of Competition

Continued from Page 1

of work. Tan says “this year, the
Academic Decathlon was my life,
my first priority for everything I
did.” It just takes a lot of dedica-
tion and passion for this.

When asked about thisgroup of
individuals, Mr. Hatem responds
by saying, “thisis avery eclectic
group. They’'redifferent from each
other, with a couple of minor ex-
ceptions. They each havedifferent
strengths, different weaknesses,
but they each contributed greatly
to the team.” He is extremely
proud at what this group of stu-
dentshasdone.

The members of the Academic
Decathlon become a close group.
“Some,” says Mr. Hatem, “don’t
even know each other when they
begin. I’'mawaysintrigued that we
start out with kids from different
clicks. They becomegood friends.
| have kids that come ten years
later to visit, and they even come
asagroup. They al becomereally
tight, and a close group of kids.”
Not only do you gain the knowl-
edge that you are studying, but
being together for so long and so
much, you get friends that can be
with you for years.

Mr. Hatem always expectsto do
well. “There is no point in doing
thisif you' renot goingtotry to do
your best,” he says. He continues
by saying, “I can’t imagine doing

thiswithout high expectations. I'd
beafool to put so much hard work
into this without wanting to do a
good job.”

Doris Voronca, 12C, a decath-
lon member of two years says,
“Every year we always feel we
could have donebetter, but | think
that goesfor anybody, evenif you
won second place.” However, she
isvery proud of what her teamdid.
“Weaccomplished alot, and we're

very proud of ourselves. We
achieved something spectacular,
that some believed we couldn’t
evendo.”

Voronca would like to offer
some adviceto future decathl etes:
“Any aspiring member should just
believe in themselves, and never
doubt their capabilities because
they can do more than they think
they can.”

Member sof the Academic Decathlon Team

Honors
Geng Tan 11C
Tahsin Khan 11C
Kusuma Lapanunt 12C

Scholastics
Hui (James) Zhe 12C
DorisVoroncal2C
Alfonso Refazo 12C

Vargty
Sophary Om 12C
Kimberly Ramirez 12C
Ergit Paparisto 11C

The Academic Decathlon com-
petition was begun in 1982 by a
former Orange County school su-
perintendent; Californiaalonehas
won ten national titles, and has
come in second place eleven
times. This competitive season
consisted of four rounds. Round
one is a non-scoring scrimmage
in November. Round two isadis-
trict and county competitioninthe
first Saturday of February. Win-
ners of this competition move on
toround three, and only afew are

JROTC

Our cadets went off to Camp
San Luis Obispo March 17 and
returned on March 21. At camp,
cadets participated in various ac-
tivitiesthat will improvetheir lead-
ership skills, increase their sense
of responsibility, and encourage
them to have fun.

One of those activities is the
L eadership Reaction Course, asta-
tioninwhich the cadets have |l ead-
ership roles in order to complete
their missions, including the suc-
cessful relocation of ammunition
and equipment, a successful es-

invited. Round three is the State
Finals, which are in mid-March.
And finally round four is the Na-
tional Competition in April.

Though it's EI Camino Real and
not Los Angeles High School that
isgoingto Chicago April 13torep-
resent California in the national
competition, L.A. High accom-
plished great things this season.
Best wishes to next year’s team,
and hopefully we can go all the
way.

Update

capewhenthey arejust withinthe
grasp of the approaching enemy,
and the rescuing of wounded
peers. Also, they participated in
obstaclecoursesto challengethem
in physical performance such as
climbing ropes, jumping six-foot
walls and slippery fences, crawl-
ing through barbed wires and re-
pelling from afive- story high cliff!

Now that they have returned,
they will begin preparing a group
of someof our finest cadetsfor the
All- City Staff Competition, an-
other raceto continue on our quest
of being number one.
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Student Body Elections

voting.

The Student Body election will
take place from April 11 to Fri-
day April 15. Thevotingwill take
place during lunch at the atten-
dance office. Remember to bring
your school |.D. if you plan on
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U.S. Out of Irag Club
Clasheswith U.S. Army
In School Debate

By Doris Quintanilla
BLue AND WHITE EDITORIN
CHIEF

Students and administrators
flooded the Corwin Theater on
February 28 to watch three rep-
resentativesfromtheU.S. Out of
Iraq Club go head to head agai nst
three representatives from the
U.S. Army.

Although the topic of the de-
bate was simple, “Should the
U.S. get out of Iraq now?” it
raised controversy.

Sponsor and C-Track English
teacher Ms. Tyler, club President
Vera Diaz, 12B, and Diana
Navarro, 12B, represented the
newly founded club and did not
hesitate to let their voices be
heard.

“Thelragi peoplecan’t befree
with the army there,” Ms. Tyler
said, starting off the debate. She
also went on to say that Presi-
dent Bush“claims” to defend de-
mocracy, but what we're realy
doing is “sending a message to
Venezuela and Iran... Washing-
ton will take whatever it wants
to take.”

Onearmy sergeant who repre-
sented the con side (that we
shouldn’t get out of Irag now),
started of f by saying that getting
out now won't help the Iraqgi
people. He also hoped that the

debate would clarify several is-
sues.

“I"'m not saying that we're the
‘super power’ or that we're per-
fect,” hesaid, “but we have people
there that need us, and want us
there.”

The debate not only mentioned
the Iragi people who are being af-
fected, but also the people here
who are being affected. Diana
Navarro brought up the fact that
education fundsare being hurt due
to the war fact. She argued that
there are not enough scholarships
due to the war.

But the army sergeant said that
thefinancial aid has nothing to do
with the military.

“My sonisin high school right
now and he's struggling with fi-
nancial aid and books,” he said.

For the most part, the pro side
was cheered on by the audience.
But this was not enough to per-
suadethe speakersfor theconside
to change their views.

“The U.S. Out of Irag Club
doesn’t present points of what
would happen if the U.S. were to
get out of the war now,” said
JROTC Colonel Andrew Kim,
12A, who represented the con side.
He also went on to say, “Our rea-
sons for entering the war do not
constitute our reasons for with-
drawal.” Kim was responding to
the fact that the U.S. Out of Irag

club kept making remarks about
why the U.S. should not have
entered the war in the first place
rather than focusing on the cur-
rent situation.

“Bush claims to want to de-
fend democracy while the U.S.
was the one to sell weapons to
Iraq in thefirst place,” Diaz said
boldly.

“Y es, no weapons were found
and our reasons for entering are
guestionable... but asthe saying
goes, ‘you break it, you fix it."”
Kim shot back.

For the most part the audience
was into the debate, cheering or
booing speakers when they
would make a strong statement
or stir up some controversy.

So why have a debate? After
almost three years of being at
war, what’s the point of al this?
Well, according to C-Track L ead-
ership sponsor and coordinator
of the debate, Ms. Altin, every-
one should choose positions,
“being neutral isnot acceptable.”

Marlene Blanco, 12B, who at-
tended the debate, agreed by say-
ing, “we're all growing up and
stuff and we're all basically the
voters of tomorrow. Teenagers
should start caring more because
what’s happening now is defi-
nitely going to affect our future.
'Il'qhekfuture is closer than we
think.”

New Year Brings Changes to Tardy Policy;,
Saturday Attendance Program

Continued from Pagel

tional Ed-Code is rules that the
Board of Education adapts for all
schools at the statelevel.

Tardy sweeps are now done ev-
eryday during first period. If stu-
dents are not in class before 7:40
am. they are considered late. If
studentsarelate because of thebus
they will receive a late bus pass.
Theseslipscount asan unexcused
tardy and change color everyday.
Asthesetardiesaccumulate, astu-
dent will receive Saturday Atten-
dance.

Jackie Aparicio, 12A, says, “It's
stupid. The busses being packed
isnot thestudents' fault. If they're
packed, they don’t stop.” Shealso
doesn’t agree with the tardy
sweeps because they keep you
from getting your education.

Mr. Moy, history teacher, Rm.
156, confirms from personal ex-
perience, that the Olympic busgets
really packed and doesn’t stop.

Tardy sweeps can also be done
at any time from 2nd to 6th period.
They will be announced randomly
and if you are caught, you are
likely to receive awarning. If you
arefrequently caught and security,
deans, or police recognize you,
you are likely to receive aticket.

If students are caught ditching
inside the school, they will be
taken to the Dean’ s Office and will
be searched. Students...I know
what you're thinking, “Isn’t this
against the law?’ To tell you the
truth, no. According to Mr.
Valadez, C-Track dean, the school
hastheright to search all students.

If students are constantly caught
ditching, inside the school, they
have a chance of getting aticket.

These may not exactly be the
best consequencesto get students
togotoclass “If the purposeisto
get students in class, there is a
chance of students not coming to
school, just to not face the conse-
guences,” said Mr. Moy.

Students, understand that the
school police work in the school.
They don’t work for the school.
The difference is that, the school
doesn’t have asay if students get
aticket, orif they arearrested. The
school police has the right to do
this. The only time in which the
school has a say about whether a
student should get aticketis, if an
administrator personally tells the
officer to write a ticket for a stu-
dent who is ditching alot, or oth-
erwise committing a crime on
school property.

Seniors, you might think that
because you're 18, you can ditch
school and writeyour own noteto
get aPRC. Wadll, you can't. Ac-
cording to Mr. Valadez, C-Track
dean, even if astudent is 18 years
old, heor shestill needsaparent’s
note, to clear an absence.

Students who are caught ditch-
ing outside of school are brought
back to school. Their record is
checked and then they receive a
punishment. A student can get a
ticket or community service.

While there are many rules be-
ing enforced more strictly, this
doesn’t haveto affect all students.
Mr. Fernandez, Co-Principal, says,
“If you follow the rules and go to

class on time, you won't get
caught.”

A new Saturday AttendancePro-
gram has also begun for students
who are tardy alot and have alot
of absences. If you receive Satur-
day Attendance, you havetogoto
the school for 3 hoursand do class
work. If you don't attend on Sat-
urday, your parents may be fined,
you will get suspended, or you will
be expelled.

Erik Fuentes, 12A, isn’t surethis
is fair. He said that sometimes
parentshavetogointowork early
in the morning and rely on their
older child to make sure that his
or her little brother or sister gets
to school safely.

Somefeel likethereisno accept-
able excuse, though. “If astudent
is late they should be punished,”
says Mr. Williams, Art Teacher,
Rm. 214. “It is not the students’
responsibility to taketheir siblings
to school; it’s their parents. If a
student istardy because of the bus;
get up earlier.”

Mr. Williams agrees with these
rules being enforced. “It’s about
time. For solongwe've had an up
and down enforcement and stu-
dentsdidn’t know what to expect,
so no wonder they’re all messed
up.”

The administrators’ advice to
students is to come to school on
time and go to class. The school
enforcing the rules is not to hurt
students but to make sure that stu-
dentswill haveagood future. Erik
Fuentes, 12A, agreeswith ditchers
receiving a punishment. It isun-
derstandabl ethat sometimes, class

Most seniors are looking forward to Grad Night because it’s at
Disneyland, and they get to spend a night away from home with

their friends having a blast.

Seniors L ooking
Forward to Final
Activities

By Brenda Miranda
BLue AND WHITE ScHooL NEws
EpiTor

Seniors, what are some of the
few things you are most looking
forward to this semester? Most of
you are saying things like Grad
Night and Prom right? Senior ac-
tivitiesare what makethelast four
yearsworth all thetroublethat we
have gone through.

Okay, so everybody take out a
marker and get your calendar be-
cause here come some important
dates: Tuesday, April 6 - Ring
Ceremony; Saturday, April 9 - Se-
nior Picnic; Thursday, May 19 -
Grad Night; Friday, June 3 - Prom;
Thursday, June 16 - Senior Awards
Ceremony; Wednesday, June 29 -
Graduation.

The senior picnic asalwayswill
be held at Six Flags Magic Moun-
tain. Thetrip there will be all day
from 9 am.-11:00 p.m. and will
cost $45. The picnic itself will be
from 11:30-1:00, and that includes
food, activitiessuch asbasketball
and volleyball, and unlimited use
of their attractions.

MaricelaBravo, 12A, islooking
forward to thisevent because, “it’'s
at Six Flagsand | really enjoy go-
ing there. Plus it will be the first
time | go with ALL my friends so
it will definitely be great.”

Grad Night is at Disneyland.
Thisyear thepriceis$70andthat’s
only because Disneyland has
raised the price. Many students
like Brayan Martinez, 12A, are
looking forward to this trip, “be-
cause you get to come back the

doesget boring, but it’ sbetter than
taking your chance and getting
caught by security, and then hav-
ingto deal with the consequences.

Administrators' are hoping that
with these changesthe school will
be a better and safer school. “I
believein asafe and clean school,
as long as everybody works to-
gether and if these things happen,
L.A. Highwill be abetter school,”
says Mr. Fernandez.

next day.”

Stephanie Barillas, 12A, islook-
ing forward to this trip, “just be-
cause | want to seeif | could last
staying up al night.”

Buses leave for Disneyland
around 10:00 p.m. and return the
next morning around 6 am. The
park isopentothegraduating class
of 2005 and their guests, ol der than
16. Many schools from all over
the state will go to Disneyland.

Somestudentsaren’t enthusias-
tic about going to Disneyland, but
they’restill very much looking for-
ward to grad night for other rea-
sons. “I can't wait for grad night
because it’s all night, and | get to
dance and have fun, even though
I’m not a big fan of Disneyland,”
says Jackie Aparicio, 12A.

Prom will be held at the Los
Angeles River Center & Gardens.
The L.A. Gardens includes halls
for dancing and eating, so thereis
no need to worry that there will be
dancing on grass. This year Se-
nior Council has many big plans
for the prom such as: a caricature
artist, pool table, and air hockey
table.

At the most recent senior meet-
ing, Mr. Craft, career advisor here
at L.A. High said, “For the past
twelve years, maybe minus one,
I’vebeentoall the proms, and this
one looks to be one of the best.”
When hesaidthis, it really pumped
up some of the seniors, and now
they are really looking forward to
it

Girls are especially looking for-
ward to this trip because it’s one
of the days when they will look
their best. ArianaVega, 12A,“I'm
looking forward to prom because
| get to dress up nice and look
pretty. | get to be in alimo with
my friends, and it’'s just going to
benice, and great!!,” shesaid with
abig smile on her face.

Graduation is going to be at
Housh Field asitis every year. It
will be at 5:00 p.m. and we hope
toseealot of youthere. Students
like Andrew Rivera, 12A, arelook-
ing forward to this event because
“it’ sthe capping of our four years
in high school.”



