Erwin Street Elementary
Schools for Advanced Studies

What is the Schools for Advanced Studies?

The Schools for Advanced Studies (SAS) are programs designed throughout the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) which have been implemented to improve educational options and increase professional training to support the development of gifted and talented youth.  

How is it different from the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) program?

At Erwin Street Elementary, the two programs go hand in hand.  The SAS program essentially ensures that our gifted and potentially gifted students are being challenged in meaningful ways by educators with experience and training in the education of gifted children, and who have an acute awareness of those children’s special cognitive as well as social emotional traits.  These educators continue to seek new opportunities to develop professionally and to meet the needs of these unique students.  Erwin Street Elementary has been a School for Advanced Studies since 2002, and as such, serves as a demonstration school for educators from other schools to visit and observe lessons, activities, and events for our gifted students.

What are the requirements for being part of the SAS program?

Students must meet one of the following three criteria:


(1) -- 
Demonstrate ability in all four critical-thinking and problem-solving skills in their primary 


language.



Explain meanings or relationships among facts, information, or concepts that 



demonstrate depth and complexity. 



Formulate new ideas or solutions and elaborate on the information. 



Use alternative methods in approaching new or unfamiliar mathematical problems. 



Use extensive vocabulary easily and accurately to express creative ideas. 


(2) --
Percentile scores of 85 or above in both total reading and total mathematics on 



standardized norm-reference tests 



or --
Scaled scores on the California Standards Test (CST) as follows:



A scaled score of 445 or above in English-Language Arts, and 



A scaled score of 450 or above in mathematics 


(3) Identification as gifted in any of the categories by an LAUSD school psychologist.

What are the expected outcomes for students in the program at Erwin?


Continuous progress based on ability and performance

Accelerated student performance

Development of independence and self direction

Acceleration in a discipline or across disciplines

Increased use of technology for research and multi-media presentations

Increased participation in state and national tests and competitions
What are the expected outcomes for teachers in the program at Erwin?


Increased knowledge of cognitive and social emotional needs of gifted students

Increased knowledge and use of program options and strategies for teaching gifted students

Improved professional development leading to teacher certification[image: image1.png]


 


Alternative assessment procedures (recognizing individual differences)

Increased use of resources for working with gifted students

Alternative evaluation processes
What are the expected outcomes for parents of students in the program at Erwin?


Through parent meetings and communication with SAS instructors, parents will gain



Knowledge and informational updates of the Advanced Studies Program[image: image2.png]


 



Increased knowledge of the characteristics, strategies, resources and programs parents 

can use to foster and promote the cognitive, social-emotional and developmental needs 


of gifted students.[image: image3.png]


 



Awareness of organizations, associations, programs which serve as a resource for 


parents of gifted students[image: image4.png]


 



Access to specific curriculum examples and projected strategies


Intersession/summer preparation strategies
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Knowledge of the assessment and identification process in LAUSD


Knowledge of the transition from elementary to middle to senior high school
How do I get more information?

Refer to LAUSD’s GATE/SAS website, www.lausd.net/GATE or contact Mrs. Bobbie Zwick, 
Erwin’s GATE and SAS Coordinator by calling the school at (818) 988-6292.

