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It is critically important that we all communicate a consistent message to our teachers regarding the assessment procedures. There are several excellent resources from the Elementary Language Arts office including:  The Eight Step Process for Administration and Use of OCR, the correspondence from Michael Romero, former Director of Elementary Language Arts, dated August 15, 2005, and the procedures outlined in the Teacher Materials Skills Assessment booklet. 

Below are questions that have been brought to our attention with corresponding answers to help clarify any misconceptions: 

1. Can students use their writing folders, which include sentence starters and student thesaurus when taking the 6-week writing assessments?

The periodic writing assessments are a “cold” write. Students may use notes they have taken and Inquiry Journal entries to support expository writing only, on the first day. Anthologies, dictionaries, and thesauri are never to be used by students during the assessments.
2. Can students practice the fluency passages prior to the assessment?
The purpose of this test is to measure automaticity and accuracy. For this assessment to be reliable, it must be based on a “cold” read. Students cannot rehearse or browse the passages before they are administered. 

3. Can a student, new to the country, respond to the writing portion of the assessment by writing in their native language?

To evaluate student writing, teachers use the “Four Point Rubric” which is based on the California English - Language Arts Content Standards. Students who are unable to write in English would receive a score of 1 on the rubric.  Please do not enter zeros for period writing scores on the SOAR system. For teacher information only, the teacher may have a student write in their primary language to assess the literacy of the student in his/her home language.

4. Are students allowed to see the anchor papers prior to the writing prompt?*
The anchor papers are references to be used solely by the teachers when scoring student writing. They are not to be shared with the students either before or after the assessment is given. 
5. Should the teachers see the training papers?*
The purpose of the training papers is to provide the teachers practice and consistency in using the rubric when scoring student writing. This activity is best presented at a grade-level meeting where teachers are able to discuss various points of view and come to a consensus.
*Note: Please be advised that there may be inconsistencies between current writing prompt expectations and the available training/anchor papers due to writing prompt revisions over the years.

6. Can teachers edit student writing, prior to them copying the final draft, during the writing assessment?

No. Students must edit their own work on the writing assessment. Revising and proofreading are difficult concepts for students to understand, let alone do. Routinely modeling of the revision process with students, practicing the use of proofreading marks, and sentence lifting should take place during the regular instructional program in order for students to independently at revise and proofread their own writing. 

7. How long does a student need to be in enrolled at the school site before he/she takes the unit assessment?

If the student was previous enrolled in a LAUSD school, the students can take the assessment with the rest of the class. If there is already a SOAR score entered for the student, do not assess again.  Even if a student has not been enrolled in an LAUSD school for any length of time, the assessment should provide the teacher with useful information as to the child’s current level of performance.

8. How many days of classroom instruction does an English Learner newcomer (12 month or less in the country) need to receive before he/she takes the assessment?

During the first twelve months in the country, an ELD 1 student who cannot read or write yet, may be excused from the assessment. Do not enter any scores into SOAR for this student.  However, the teacher may give any part of the assessment that would be informative for instructional purposes.

9. How do I know which Special Education students are to be assessed, and what assessments should be given?

All special education students are to receive access to core grade-level standards. The Division of Special Education has directed that all special education students, who take the CST and are expected to meet grade-level standards, will take the OCR assessments at grade level.

10. Which grade level is assessed in a combination class?

All students must have access to grade-level standards and should therefore be assessed at grade level. 

We hope this communication will help to clarify some of the typical questions that arise at schools.  It is important for the literacy coach to share this document and the Eight Step Process for Administration and Use of OCR Assessments with each faculty. If you have further questions, please call Lisa Gaboudian at (213) 241-6444.







