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Administering Assessments
Directions for administering Open Court periodic assessments are clearly stated in the teacher’s administration manual.  It is important that we ensure consistency in following these directions.  Please be sure that teachers understand the following guidelines for administering the assessments:
Grade 1:  All directions and prompts may be read to the students.  Students must independently read all words within the body of each subtest.

Grade 2:  Teachers may read the prompt for each writing assessment only.  They may not read the criteria chart or directions to any of the subtests.  Students are to independently read and follow the directions.

Grade 3:  Teachers may read the writing prompt for Unit 1 and Unit 3 only.

Grades 4-6:  Teachers may read the writing prompt for Unit 3 only.

Please remind teachers that the periodic writing assessment is to be a “cold” write.   The teacher may read the prompt to the students for those units stated above, but should refrain from any further explanation or prewriting activity.  Thorough teaching of the unit content and use of the Inquiry Journal throughout each unit should provide the background necessary to support the student in expressing his or her ideas.  Daily writing experiences using the writing process and incorporating skills lessons will help students with the mechanics and fluency of writing.  The periodic writing assessment should provide us with evidence of the students’ progress toward mastery of state writing standards and help us with planning next steps for the students’ instruction.

Important Reminder:  Students may use notes they have taken and Inquiry Journal entries to support expository writing only.  

