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Guidelines for the Pacing Plan

The pacing plan is designed as a guide that will allow teachers to cover the majority of grade-level standards by the end of the year. It will assist teachers to progress through the selections at a similar pace. In addition, the pacing guide is an instrument to promote grade-level collaboration and to provide equal access to the curriculum (Open Court Reading, Foro abierto, and Lectura) for all students. 

When writing the pacing plan the following was taken into consideration: 

· An attempt to finish a selection or a unit before a lengthy break or before going off-track

· An attempt to assess students before a lengthy break or before going off-track

· An attempt was made to add a review day if a break interrupts a unit or a selection

· When fewer than five days of instruction was assigned to a particular selection, the decision to do so was based on the length of selection, depth of selection concepts, and/or calendar constraints

It is a school-site or grade-level decision to adjust the pacing of instruction to meet the individual student needs in a classroom. Changes to the pacing plan should take into consideration the following:

· all selections and their accompanying lessons must be taught

· decisions should be made collaboratively by grade-level teams with the support of the literacy coach and the approval of the site administrator

· avoid giving the periodic assessments during standardized testing

· although there is flexibility within the pacing of the unit, the assessments must be given by the indicated dates

Although specific dates are set aside for assessments, teachers may begin assessing fluency one week prior to the assessment window so that instructional time can be maximized. 

