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LOS ANGELES VIRTUAL ACADEMY

SUMMER 2006

Week of July 9-14
Spend a week this summer working collaboratively with other teachers in a stimulating and challenging educational environment at The Thacher School in Ojai, California. Participants at Teach the Teachers Collaborative™ (TTTC) will examine new tools and develop learning objects for the online environment.  Whether you have already taught an online course or are just waiting to be assigned to teach online, you will have dedicated time to update your own technology skills and learn innovative ways to engage students with digital content.

The Thacher School in Ojai, California, provides an ideal setting for teachers to focus on learning free from life’s daily demands.  Living and working in a quiet setting overlooking scenic Ojai, participants find the intensity of academic learning balanced by special opportunities for creative reflection.  At TTTC, the technology blends perfectly with the people—and with each participant’s personal goals for bridging the achievement gap.
This special summer session is for teachers who are available to attend this conference in a retreat-like atmosphere at The Thacher School in Ojai, California.  Initially it will require a week-long f2f (7/9-14) residential at Thacher and depending on the program selected (see below) the residential will be followed by additional f2f and online sessions.  Room and board will be provided by the Instructional Technology Branch.  Attendee must find own transportation.  Visit the TTTC website for more information on directions (http://tttc.org).   Cost of transportation to and from The Thacher School is the responsibility of the participant.  Parking is limited.  Car-pooling is encouraged. 
There are two programs available from which to select.  

1) Online Instructor Course (OIC) for advanced users (Earn 2 salary points upon completion.)

2) Online Content Development (OCD) for new and advanced users (Earn 4 salary points upon completion)

What is in store for you?

· Become a certified online instructor for the Los Angeles Virtual Academy. 

· Live in a dormitory for five nights with full access to campus facilities, including all meals.

· Participate in recreational activities such as rockclimbing, basketball, volleyball, tennis, hiking, and running demonstrations, workshops, and discussions.
To qualify for participation in the program, you must:

1. Have administrative approval to attend this retreat. Substitute coverage will not be provided.  (Enclosure)
2. Agree to complete either the Online Instructor Course or the Online Content Development Course.  Enroll for either course in the Learning Zone at http://lz.lausd.net 
3. Be committed to:
· Becoming proficient in the use of online tools.

· Attending the 4 hour kick-off meeting June 22, 2006, scheduled for 4-8 p.m. at Soto Lab (2151 N. Soto Street, Los Angeles).
· Attending the 5-day (July 10-14) institute with a one day (Sunday, July 9) orientation at The Thacher School and subsequent face-to-face and online meetings (TBA).
4. Complete and submit the conference attendance form signed by your administrator.  (Enclosure for OIC participants only).
For more information please contact Dr. Kip Leland at kip.leland@lausd.net .
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Virtual Schooling in the LAUSD


The Los Angeles Virtual Academy (LAVA) addresses the Superintendent's priority of virtual schooling in the following ways: (a) increase the District's capacity to offer expanded educational opportunities to students with limited educational offerings, (b) reach out to pupils in schools where advance placement courses are not available and (c) provide quality educational services for hard-to-staff subject areas in schools where a shortage of teachers makes these classes unavailable.
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      Programs: 


Online Course Development  [OCD] – 4 salary points 


This course will enable LAUSD teachers to become familiar with the basic course design techniques as they development subject matter content for online delivery. It includes a continuum of delivery mechanisms from providing all course content and course activities in a web-based format to various combinations of web based formats. Participants will develop (1) activities that will scaffold student learning, (2) assessments that will measure student understanding on content and achievement of course objectives, and (3) strategies for managing and instructing student in an online environment. 


Online Instructor Course [OIC] – 2 salary points


The Online Instructor Course (OIC) is designed to prepare faculty to provide instruction to secondary learners participating in online courses. The online instructor is more than just a transmitter of knowledge, but a facilitator of learning and must possess a unique set of tools to perform effectively. During this 2-day face-to-face/6-week online course, teachers will become familiar with best practices in teaching online courses and to develop important skills as online facilitators of learning.











Technology Mentors will support the curriculum with workshops on technology applications:  To compliment their professional development seminar, teachers will have opportunities to sign-up for technology workshops.  These hands-on experiences are designed to introduce participants to a variety of applications which can be used to support their classroom instruction.   A sampling of these workshops is listed below.  


Inspiration


Elluminate (VoIP)


Camatasia Studio


Digital Photography


Digital Videography 


Using spreadsheets for data collection (Excel)


Yoga








Teach The Teachers Collaborative™ (TTTC)


admits participants of any race, religion, nationality and ethnic origin to all the privileges, programs, and activities generally made available to participants at TTTC.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, or ethnic origin in the administration of its policies or programs.








         T E A C H  T H E  T E A C H E R S


            C  O  L  L  A  B O  R  A  T  I  V  E





Sample Schedule





Sunday arrival:


Mid-Afternoon      Settle into dormitory,


                            Tour campus, laptop


Sign-out and orientation


6:30pm	Dinner, followed by a welcome and keynote


		speaker





Monday/Tuesday/Thursday Schedule:


7:30-8:30am	Breakfast


8:30-12:00	Class sessions


12:00-1:00	Lunch


1:00-4:00	Class sessions


4:00-6:30	Networking & project


		development time


6:30pm	Dinner, followed by an evening	speaker or workshop





Wednesday Schedule:


7:30-8:30am	Breakfast


8:30-12:00	Class sessions


12:00-1:00	Lunch


1:00-3:30	Class sessions


4:00pm	R and R


	


Friday Schedule:


7:30-8:30am	Breakfast


8:30-11:00	Class Sessions and publishing projects on


               the Web!


11:00-12:00	Final presentations


12:00-12:30	Closing Assembly


12:30-1:30pm	Lunch


1:30pm	Departure

















