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1st Grade


Routine Card 1

Introducing Sounds and Spellings

· Point to the back of the Sound/Spelling Card and ask the students what they already know.

· Turn the card.

· Point to the picture and name it.

· Point to the spelling(s) and name the spelling(s).

· Read the alliterative story.

· Repeat the sound and give the name of the spelling.

· Point to the spelling and have the students give the sound.

· Write the spelling; at the same time have the students write the spelling in the air and say the sound as they write it.

· Have students listen for target sounds.

· Have students practice writing and proofreading the spelling on the board.

· Review — name of card, sound, spelling(s).

Routine Card 2

Sound-by-Sound Blending

· Write the spelling for the first sound.

· Have students say the sound.

· Write the spelling for the second sound.

· Have students say the sound.

· If the second sound is a vowel, blend through the vowel making a blending motion with your hand.

· Write the spelling of the next sound.

· Have the students say the sound.

· If it is the last sound in the word, make the blending motion as students blend and read the word; if it is not the last sound, continue writing the spellings.

· Students reread the word naturally as they would speak it. 

· Complete a line and have the students read the words in the line.

· Have students use selected words in sentences and extend the sentences.

· Review blended words using activities in Developing Oral Language.

Routine Card 3

Blending Sentences

· Underline nondecodable, high-frequency sight words in the sentence first.
· Then blend the sentences:
· Write the sentences as you blend it.
· Students may use the sound-by-sound technique for each decodable word in the sentence.  (Have students use Whole-Word Blending when they are ready.)
· Say and underline each nondecodable word in the sentence.
· Have students read the sentence and then reread it naturally.
Routine Card 4

Whole-Word Blending

· Write the whole word.

· Point to each spelling and have the students blend the sound.

· Have students blend the sound for each spelling.

· Have students blend the sounds and say the word.

Routine Card 5

Reading Decodable Books

· Teach nondecodable, high-frequency sight words

· Have the students read the title, browse, and then discuss what the story is about.

· Read the Decodable book.  Students:

· Read a page silently, the read the page aloud.

· Blend decodable words and refer to the Sound/Spelling Card as necessary.

· Repeat this procedure for each page.

· Respond to the story.  Students:

· Discuss hard words.

· Retell the story.

· Respond to questions by pointing to the answers.

· Reread Decodable book (partner reading, choral, turn-taking, and the like) to build fluency.

Routine Card 6

Dictation:  Sounds-in-Sequence

· Say the word, use the word in a sentence, repeat the word.

· Have students say the word.

· Have students say the first sound.

· Have students check the Sound/Spelling Cards and say the spelling.  (early in the process, physically point to and touch the appropriate card.)

· Have students write the spelling.

· Complete the spelling of the remainder of the words in the same manner.

· Students proofread.  (Circle any incorrect words and rewrite them.)

Routine Card 7

Dictation:  Whole-Word Dictation

· Say the word, use the word in a sentence, and then repeat the word.

· Have students say the word.

· Have students think about each sound they hear. (students should be encouraged to check the Sound/Spelling Cards.)
· After each line, write (or have a student write) the words on the board.

· Students proofread.  (Circle any incorrect words and rewrite them.)

Routine Card 8

Spelling:  Word Blending

Initially done with letter cards and then paper and pencil.

· Say the word, use it in a sentence, and repeat the word.
· Have students say the word.
· Have students say the first word.
· Have students check the Sound/Spelling Cards and pull down the correct letter card.  (Early in the process, physically point to and touch the appropriate card.)
· Students pull down the correct letter card.
· Continue until word is spelled.
· Write the word on the board.
· Students compare their spelling to the model—proofread.  Make changes if necessary.
· Say the next word and repeat the procedure.
As the year progresses, Word Building can be done using the Whole-Word Dictation routine.

Routine Card 9

Dictation:  Sentences

· Say the sentences.

· Dictate one word at a time following the Sound-in-Sequence or Whole-Word Dictation, depending upon your students.

· Remind students to use capitals at the beginning and to use end punctuation.

· Write (or have a student write) the sentence on the board.

· Have students proofread.

· Check for spelling.

· Check for capitalization and end punctuation.

Routine Card 10

Selection Vocabulary

· Before reading:

· Read the words to the students.

· Ask the students what the words mean.

· Teach or review specific vocabulary skills, e.g., structure.

· Have the students use the words in sentences.

· During reading:

· Clarify the measuring of unknown words.

· Use context or structural analysis to figure out the meaning.

· Ask someone for help, if necessary.

· Use the dictionary, if necessary.

· After reading:

· Review the vocabulary words.

· Use words in discussion and writing.
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