100 Reading Tips for Parents

1. Read to your child every day because children not only learn new words they also learn about new and interesting places and things. 

2. Keep an easily accessible basket of books for every child with their names on them. Frequently exchange or rotate the books in the basket. 

3. To help with learning the alphabet, call out a letter and have your child lie on the floor in the position of the letter's shape. 

4. Give your child a set of plastic alphabet letters to play a guessing game where you close your eyes and identify the letters by shape. 

5. When reading, turn the pages slowly and ask your child to talk about the pictures in the story. 

6. Label furniture and other household items to help children learn and spell new words. 

7. Play "I spy" and ask your child to point to letters in the alphabet when you are driving, walking, shopping or reading. 

8. Take your child to story-telling times at your local library. This will make reading a fun activity. 

9. Keep books, magazines and newspapers around the house. This creates a reading environment. 

10. Help your child find letters on things you see every day: cereal boxes, food packages, signs, etc. 

11. Read a book over and over again. Children love repetition and learn from it. 

12. Encourage your children to make their own books as gifts. They can write and draw a story on pieces of paper stapled together. 

13. Look at a magazine with your child. Ask him or her to find a picture that starts with the letter "A" sound. Then find a picture that starts with the "B" sound, and so on. 

14. Don't leave reading to the schools. Studies show that children who read outside of school are far more likely to succeed than those who don't are. 

15. Give books to your child as a reward. Remember to write a special message inside the books that you give. 

16. Make an alphabet dictionary scrapbook and label each page with a letter of the alphabet. Then ask your child to cut out pictures from magazines with things that begin with each letter. Label the pictures so your child has his or her own dictionary . 

17. Restrict the time your child watches TV. Read instead. 

18. Start your own book of the month club with your child. You could take turns choosing the books or choose them together. 

19. Say a word that begins with the letter "A". Ask your child to think of a word that begins with "B". Continue to alternate turns until you complete the alphabet. 

20. Take your child to the library to get a library card and check out a book. 

21. Take books wherever you go: in the car, on the bus, to the doctor, to the market, anywhere. 

22. Say a word and ask your child to say a word that rhymes with your word. Continue taking turns adding words that rhyme (bat, cat, rat). 

23. Send your child greeting cards and read them together. Pick out greeting cards with your child in a store. They show how words express feelings and ideas. 

24. Make sure your child sees you reading so he or she knows that reading is important. 

25. Young children enjoy the time you spend together. When you read together, they learn that reading time is special because it is shared with you. 

26. Change your voice when you read different parts of the story. Voices bring the story to life. 

27. Tailor reading activities to your children. Have a librarian help your children choose books about their special interests. 

28. Set an example. Children copy what they see. When they see you turn off the television and read a newspaper, a magazine or a book, your child learns that reading is important. 

29. Shop at garage sales and encourage books as gifts. Your children will learn to appreciate books and their value. 

30. Read everything you see from directories to maps to instructions and recipes. This will help your children see that reading is important in everything that you do. 

31. As your children learn to read, you can take turns reading pages. This helps them feel that learning is a partnership. 

32. Expose children to different uses of language and expression by varying their reading material. Alternate between reading stories, poems, fiction and nonfiction. 

33. Make a time and a place for reading. The average American child watches an average of three hours of television a day. It shouldn't be too hard to find some time every day to read. 

34. Liven up the action by making the noises that correspond to what's happening in the story. For instance, you could knock when there's knocking or you could try flickering the lights when there's a storm. This will captivate your children and spark their imaginations. 

35. Help your child become an active reader. Share what you think about the story. Did the character do the right thing? 

36. As your children get older, ask questions about what they read. When they tell you the story, they learn to organize and remember the information. 

37. Have siblings take turns reading to each other, even if the younger children "read" only the pictures. This "cross-age" reading can also take place with friends and neighbors.
--Andrea Giacusa, Los Angeles 

38. Read to your child today so he will succeed in school tomorrow. --Gary Kamp, Baldwin, MO 

39. A great reason to read is that your imagination will grow. So when you want to play, let's say pirates, you will need to know what kind of ships they use.
--Olimpiamaria, age 10, Downey 

40. Put a few magnetic letters on the refrigerator. Start with the letters in your child's name, and help your child make other words using these letters.
--Ava Gonick, Ontario 

41. As your child reads, have her close her left eye and read aloud to the end of the sentence, then switch to the right eye. This will improve your child's comprehension.
--Jonanthan Scott Vakneen, Los Angeles 

42. Read each day because you'll learn more about animals, friends and how to do stuff.
--Whitney, West Hills 

43. Make a tape of your child's favorite stories, and ring a bell when you turn a page in the story. Have your child follow along in the book when he or she plays the tape.
--Debbie Reed, Great Barrington, MA 

44. I would tell everyone to read more because it will help them be smarter.
--Henry, age 10, North Hollywood 

45. Take pictures during family outings and, together with your child, write captions beside them. Put these together in book format, with page numbers and a title page, and have your child read the book to family and friends.
--William D. Chang, West Los Angeles 

46. Ask your child to supply sound effects while you read.
--Carmen Muñoz, Covina 

47. You should read more! You should go to the library! You should go to the bookstore! You should stop watching TV!
--Tyler, age 7, Los Angeles 

48. Read to your children from the day they are born.
--Kathie Carlson, Chicago, IL 

49. Sometimes when I open a book, I'm like a zombie - I can't put the book down. It's like I'm really in the book.
--Kristin, age 10, North Hollywood 

50. Turn off the audio on your TV and turn on the caption function. Then have your children follow their favorite television programs by reading the captions instead of listening to the TV.
--Joseph Chu, Newhall 

51. Some books are not only interesting but also even fun to read. Books can teach you things you didn't know.
--Annie, age 7, West Hills 

52. Let your children see you read something -- the newspaper, books, recipes, maps, phone books or instruction manuals -- every day.
--Linda Reynolds, Somis 

53. Read classics or books which have won awards. They may look really boring, but they get good in the middle. Here are my suggestions:
· Ella Enchanted, by Gail Carson Levine
· The Secret Garden, by Frances Hodgson Burnett
· Little Women, by Louisa May Alcott
· A Little Princess, by Frances Hodgson Burnett
· The Wizard of Oz, by L. Frank Baum
--Lauren, age 10, Villa Park 

54. Keep a diary with your child, and read it back from time to time.
--Paola Spina, New York, NY 

55. After reading a book, relate the plot or theme to a more complex subject. For example, a book about taking a trip to Grandma's house can lead to a discussion about travelling around the world. Use a map or a globe and point out the locations of countries and cities, rivers and oceans.
--Mary Ellen Vojteck, Burbank 

56. Don't let your children watch TV unless they have read something that day.
--Chris, age 7, West Hills 

57. Make a fun, age-appropriate dictionary of letter sounds for your child.
--Heather Keyser, Islamorada, FL 

58. Reading is fun. If you concentrate when you read, you will feel like you're in the book.
--Miriam, age 10, North Hollywood 

59. Have your children help you shop for groceries. Give each child two or three labels from canned or packaged items, and ask them to match the words and pictures on their labels to items on the store shelves.
--Lillian Koslover, Redondo Beach 

60. Start small, read the comics. Then grow, and read comic books. Then read chapter books.
--Ioan, age 12, West Los Angeles 

61. Teach your children to be at home in the public library. Encourage them to feed their curiosities.
--Gloria Obanion, West Los Angeles 

62. Reading is cool. It's so cool to read when you're bored.
--Jefferson, age 10, North Hollywood 

63. Read books that you loved when you were a child, and talk to your child about why you loved them.
--Emanuel Gann, New York, NY 

64. For fun, check a creepy book out of the library, go to your house, turn the lights off and use a flashlight to read the story.
--Diana, age 10, North Hollywood 

65. Let your child know that reading time is special. What a great time to cuddle up with your child!
--Rob Schmidt, Los Angeles 

66. Reading is fun because you go into a different world.
--Midori, West Hills 

67. Ask your child to picture what is happening while you read. Ask what sounds and smells might be in the story.
--Hanako Hanafusa, New York, NY 

68. If boys and girls don't read, when they grow up and have kids, they won't know how to read a bedtime story.
--Edwin, age 11, North Hollywood 

69. Write down travel directions, and have your child serve as navigator when you drive.
--Geoff Cunningham, West Hollywood 

70. Don't stop reading aloud to your child once she learns to read because she will benefit by hearing stories that are too difficult for her to read herself.
--Janet Garnett, St. Louis, MO 

71. Everybody who isn't reading should start reading because books might give you ideas.
--Dianna, age 7, Los Angeles 

72. Reading Tips, #72 in a Series Talk up reading as a special activity - one that your child is privileged to do more of on days that are very hot, cold, or rainy.
--Cecil Castelluci, Los Angeles 

73. I would like to tell everyone that they can read. All they have to do is to believe in themselves.
--Josue, age 11, North Hollywood 

74. Start a reading club for your child and your child's friends. Read to them, and have them read to you and to each other.
--Drew Schnierow, Santa Monica 

75. Ask your child to give you feedback about what you've read by talking about it, writing about it or drawing pictures about it.
--Paula Wright, Indianapolis, IN 

76. Reading is very fun because you can pretend that you're there running after the bad guy or flying in the air with Peter Pan. Whatever subject you like, the library has books about it.
--Bianca, age 10, North Hollywood 

77. When you have finished reading a story, ask your child to make up a new ending for it.
--Ann Wang, Tujunga 

78. Look up words with your child and see how the meanings of similar words are related.
--Rob Wilson, Los Angeles 

79. The more you read the better a person you will be.
--Rachel, age 6, Los Angeles 

80. Have very young children read you the initial letter of washing machine settings, street names, etc.
--Candy Simmons, Rixeyville, VA 

81. The reason I think you should read is because you become educated and have fun at the same time.
--Dani, age 8, West Hills 

82. Pause periodically to see if your child understands what you're reading.
--Nicole Smith, West Hollywood 

83. Write difficult words onto flash cards. Use one of these words in conversation during lunch or dinner every day.
--Stella Weintraub, Cleveland, OH 

84. Read when you have summer vacation.
--Aneri, age 8, Los Angeles 

85. Encourage your child to think of reading as a reward. Read an extra story when your child has done something worthy of praise.
--Degan Snyder, New York, NY 

86. Practice matching capital and lowercase letters with your child.
--Kirk Bray, Santa Monica 

87. Here is a tip I'd like to give boys and girls who don't like to read: get a book about your favorite movie or show and read that book.
--Ronnald, age 10, North Hollywood 

88. Play the alphabet game while riding in the car. Encourage your child to find a word that starts with A, then B, then C, etc.
--Mary Singer, Northridge 

89. Read books all day long. Read at your house or at the library.
--Christian, age 7, Los Angeles 

90. Have children read recipe instructions to you when you cook.
--Catherine Campion, Minneapolis, MN 

91. If you read more, you get smarter about everything.
--Edward, age 10, North Hollywood 

92. Encourage children to find words within words. (For example: it, in, wit and thin are in within.) This teaches children to focus on words.
--Russ Hudson, Huntington Beach 

93. You need to get books. Here are some places you get books: from the bookstore, the library, or you can order them from the Internet.
--Shelby, age 7, Los Angeles 

94. Use props when you read. This makes the story more interesting for everyone.
--Ann Wang, Tujunga 

95. Read and you'll have a better future.
--Liliana, age 10, Oxnard Street School, North Hollywood 

96. Point out the words and sounds in the book you're currently reading to your child that also appear in one of his favorite books or a book he has memorized.
--Ranjan Bera, Corona 

97. When it's the weekend, you should read books. The more you read the smarter you get.
--Angel, age 7, Los Angeles 

98. The more animated you are when you read, the better your child will follow the story.
--Ethel Geisinger, Ridgefield, CT 

99. Read books of jokes and riddles that your child can tell to other people.
--Bernadine, age 10, Queens, NY 

100. Don't stop reading to your child once he has learned to read. Keep reading to him until he packs for college.
--Howard Grossman, Highland
